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^ranfa^ions  in  Virginia — ^he  Powder  removed  from 
the  Magazine  at  JVilliamJburgh — 'The  Magazine 
plundered — Lord  Dunmore  repul/ed  in  his  attempt- 
ing to  dejiroy  the  town  of  Hampton — A  Proclamation 
for  martial  law,  and  to  Jet  the  Negroes  at  liberty — 
A^ion  near  the  Great  Bridge^— Connelly  taken — His 
Scheme  for  raiftng  the  Indians  defeated^—hord  Dun- 
more  reduces  Norfolk  to  afhes^  i^c» 


THE  colony  of  Virginia,  which  had  entered  hearti- 
ly into  the  general  aflbciation  from  the  begin- 
ning, began  now  to  feel  the  effects  of  their  oppofition 
to  government.  They  had  not  as  yet  proceeded  to 
any  a6ts  of  violence,  though  they  were  ripe  for  the 
moft  violent  meafures.  What  contributed  much  to 
incenfe  and  irritate  them  to  the  higheft  pitch,  was  the 
haughtinefs  and  fury  of  the  governor:  A  nobleman 
■of  a  furious  temper,  and  infufferable  pride,  who  be- 
ing of  an  arbitrary  difpofition,  was  more  difpofed  to 
rule  according  to  his  own  will,  than  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  colony,  and  the  fpirit  of  the  EngliHi 
conftitution.  The  colony  having  delegates  at  the  ge- 
neral congrefs,  fully  declared  their  principles,  and 
fhewed  what  their  opinions  of  the  government  were. 

A  2  The 
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The  governor  confidered  it  as  an  affront  to  his  power 
for  the  colonifts  to  choofe  commiflioners  to  reprefent 
them  in  an  aflembly  which  held  the  power  and  autho- 
rity of  Great  Britain  at  defiance.  He  proceeded 
therefore  to  fuch  meafnres,  as  plainly  hinted  his  jea- 
loufy  of  the  loyalty  of  the  Virginians,  and  intimated 
by  palpable  fignatures  that  he  miftrufted  them,  and 
intended  to  behave  towards  them  as  a  people  really 
difaffefted  to  his  Majefty's  government.  The  Virgi- 
nians had  very  different  notions  of  loyalty  from  Lord 
Dunmorej  they  confidered  loyalty  to  be  dire6led  by 
certain  laws  which  fet  bounds  td  it;  whereas  he  mea- 
fured  his  ideas  of  loyalty  by  the  power  of  his  majef- 
ty,  and  the  emoluments  that  attended  it.  Refpeft 
to  the  fovereign  muff;  always  keep  pace  with  the 
laws  of  the  land,  otherwife  it  degenerates  into  fervile 
adulation,  and  ilTues  in  aftual  flavery.  Alnioft  every 
viceroy  lays  claim  to  dignity  and  dominion  equal  to 
the  fovereign  himfelf,  and  is  more  difgufted  at  oppo- 
fition  to  his  pewer  and  intereft,  than  at  oppofitiori  to 
his  mafter's  authority.  An  hungry  nobleman,  edu- 
cated in  all  the  high  notions  of  his  own  confequence 
-without  patrimony  to  fupport  his  dignitVj  is  of  all 
men  whatever,  the  mod  unfit  for  a  iubftitute  of  roy- 
alty; his  vanity  will  grafp  at  an  empire,  and  his  pride 
would  devour  the  habitable  world.  When  once  he 
is  exalted  to  preferment,  where  emoluments  are  like- 
ly to  be  had  to  encreafe  his  power,  he  foon  turns  op- 
preffbr  to  advance  a  flep  higher.  The  ranks  of  men 
beneath  him  are  only  confidered  as  fo  miany  beings 
made  for  no  other  end  than  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of 
his  avarice,  power,  and  ambition.  The  Virginians 
had  always  been  among  the  firft  in  expreffing  their 
refolutions,  and  the  readieff  in  fliewing  their  determi- 
nations 
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nations  to  fupport  at  all  rifles  and  events  what  they 
judged  or  termed  the  rights  of  America.  In  other  re- 
fpedts  they  preferved  the  greatefl  order,  quietnels, 
and  tranquility  in  the  province  i  and  noiv/ithfl-anding 
the  anxiety  excited  by  the  prorogation  and  diiTohi- 
tion  of  their  aflemblies,  and  the  expiration  of  their  mi- 
litia laws  in  confequence  thereof,  which  in  that  coun- 
ty where  a  great  part  of  the  people  are  in  a  ftate  of 
flavery,  was  a  circumftance  of  an  alarming  nature,  yet 
with  thefe  caufes  of  complaint  the  people  feemed  to 
pay  a  more  than  ordinary  degree  of  attention  and  per- 
fonal  regard  to  the  Earl  of  Dunmore,  their  Gover- 
nor. In  this  ftate  of  affairs  however  the  want  of  a 
legal  afl!embly  feemed  to  give  fome  fanftion  to  the 
holding  of  a  convention:  upon  which  a  provincial 
congrefs  was  alTembled  in  the  month  of  March,  1775, 
who  under  the  colour  of  an  old  law  of  the  year  1738, 
y/hich  was  ftill  faid  to  be  in  force,  took  meafures  for 
arrayingthe  militia;  buttofupply  the  defers  in  thatlaw 
in  fome  meafure,  to  remedy  which  it  was  pretended 
all  the  fubfequent  ones  had  been  pafTed,  they  recom- 
mended to  each  county  to  raife  a  company  of  volun- 
teers for  the  better  defence  and  protection  of  the 
province. 

This  proceeding  greatly  alarmed  the  Governor , 
for  it  was  an  interference  with  the  power  of  the 
crown,  in  a  matter  of  very  great  confequence;  and  it 
is  fuppofed  that  the  Governor  had  either  negleiied 
his  duty,  or  that  they  intended  no  longer  to  truft  the 
defence  of  the  province  in  his  hands.  Such  darino- 
proceedings  would  have  probably  roufed  a  man  Icil 
fufceptible  of  an  affront  than  Lord  Dunmore,  and  have 
produced  fome  enquiry  into  the  caufe  thereof.  His 
Lordfliip  inftead  of  making  a  particular  enquiry  into 

the 
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the  caufe  of  this  refolution,  which  he  apprehended 
he  perfectly  underftood,  pi-oceeded  immediately  to 
prevent  the  effects,  which  he  forefaw  would  follow  of 
confequence.  There  was  a  public  magazine  belonging 
to  the  colony  in  the  capital  of  Williamfburgh,  which 
was  laid  up  there,  in  cafe  of  an  emergency  arifing 
from  the  tumults  of  the  negroes,  or  any  other  accident 
that  might  happen  in  the  country.  The  Governor 
intended  to  fecure  this  magazine  for  fear  the  colonifts 
Hiould  make  ufe  of  it  in  a  way  detrimental  to  the  in- 
tereils  of  government.  He  employed  the  captain 
of  an  armed  veffel  which  lay  at  a  few  miles  diftance  in 
Jam.es's  river,  with  a  detachment  of  marines  to  convey 

the  powder  by  night  aboard   the   Ihip. Tho'  this 

meafure  was  condu£led  with  great  privacy,  it  was  by 
fome  micans  difcoveied  the  next  morning,  when  the 
apparent  fecrecy  and  feeming  myfterioulhefs  of  the  a6t 
increafed  the  confternation  and  alarm  am.ong  the  in- 
habitants, who  immediately  affembled  with  fuch  arms 
as  they  had  in  their  pofleffion,  with  an  intention  of 
demanding  or  perhaps  obtaining  reftitution  of  the  gun- 
powder. The  mayor  and  corporation  however  pre- 
vented their  proceeding  to  any  extremities,  whiift 
they  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  Governor,  dating 
the  injury,  reclaiming  the  powder  as  a  matter  of 
right,  and  (hewing  the  dangers  to  which  they  were 
peculiarly  liable  from  the  infurreflion  of  the  {laves,  a 
calamity  which  for  fome  time  had  been  particularly 
apprehended,  and  which  the  removal  of  their  only  de- 
icnce  would  at  any  time  accelerate. 
.  His  Lordfrsip  acknowledged  that  the  gun-powder 
had  been  removed  by  his  order,  and  faid  that  as  he 
iiad  heaid  nt  an  infurreuiion  in  a  neighbouring  coun- 
iv,    and  did  not  think  it  fccuie  in  the  magazine,  he 

had 
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had  removed  it  to  a  place  of  perfefl  fecurity  j  but  pro- 
mifed  that  it  fhould  be  returned  when  ever  any  infur - 
re6tion  rendered  it  neceffary.     He   alfo  laid,  that  it 
had  been  removed  in  the  night  to  prevent  giving  an 
alarm;   and   exprefled   great  furprize  at  the  people's 
aflembling  in  arms; — and  further  obferved,   that  he 
did  not  think  it  prudent  to  put  powder  into  their  hands 
in   fuch   a  fituation.     Whether  this  anfwer  fatisfied 
the  magiftrates  or  not  does  not   appear  very  evident, 
but  for  the  prefent  they  prevailed  on  the  people  to 
retire  quietly  to  their  own  houfes,  without  any  particu- 
lar outrage  being  commited.  It  appeared  that  they 
were  far  from  intending  any  outrage,  for  it  was  proved 
by  the  mod  inconteftible  evidence  before  the  affem- 
bly  that  the  officers  of  the  men  of  war  on  that   fta- 
tion,  and  particularly  the  gentlemen  rhat  removed  the 
powder,  and  were  mofl  particularly   obnoxious,   ap- 
peared publicly  in  the  ftreets  during  the  time  of  the 
greateft  commotion  without  receiving  the  fmalleft  in- 
lult.     A  report  being  however  fpread  in  the  evening, 
that  a  detachment  from  the   men   of  war  were  upon 
their  march  to  the    city,  the  people    again   took  to 
their  arms,  and  continued  all  night  upon  the  watch, 

as  if  in  expedtation  of  an  attack  from  an  enemy. 

They  alfo  from  this  time  encreafed  the  night  paroles; 
and  fhewed  an  evident  defign  to  protedt  the  magazine 
from  any  further  attempts. 

The  whole  value  of  the  gunpowder  and  arms  in  the 
magazine,  for  any  purpofe  to  which  they  were  capa- 
ble of  being  converted,  either  in  the  hands  of  friends 
or  enemies,  appeared  very  inadequate  to  the  alarm, 
fufpicion,  and  difturbance  which  this  meafure  excited. 
—-The  quantity  of  powder  removed  amounted  only 
to  fifteen  half  barrels,  containing  fifty  pounds  each, 

of 
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of  a  very  ordinary  fort,  and  the  remaining  ftock  left 
in  the  magazine,  to  about  fix  of  the  fame  fort.  Nei- 
ther does  it  appear  that  the  number  of  ferviceable 
muikets  was  fufncient  to  anfwer  any  effential  purpofe, 
or  even  to  juftify  apprehenfion,  and  the  caution  of 
llripping  thefe  of  their  locks  only  marked  their  fufpi- 
cion,  from  whence  it  proceeded.  A  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  old  arms  and  common  trading  guns  were  not 
touched.  Upon  the  whole,  this  a<5t  derived  its  only 
importance  from  time,  manner,  and  circumftance.  A 
jealoufy  had  arifen  between  the  governor  and  the 
colonifts,  from  a  caufe  exceedingly  obvious,  and  nei- 
ther the  condu6t  of  the  one  nor  the  other  was  direfl- 
ed  by  candour  and  difintereflednefs.  The  governor 
feems  to  have  been  exceedingly  irritated  at  the  be- 
haviour of  the  people  in  thefe  commotions,  and  prc- 
bly  refented  it  too  highly,  (confidering  the  times)  af- 
fembling  in  arms,  not  only  witihout,  but  with  an  evi- 
dent intention  to  oppofe  his  authority.  In  this  warmth' 
of  temper  fome  threatenings  were  thrown  out  which, 
upon  cool  reflexion  would  probably  have  been  avoid- 
ed. Among  thefe  a  threatening  of  fetting  up  the  roy- 
al (landard,  of  enfranchifingthe  negroes,  arming  them 
againll  their  mailers,  and  deftroying  the  city,  with 
other  exprefiions  of  a  fimilar  nature  and  tendency, 
/fpread  a  general  alarm  throughout  the  colony,  and 
/  excited   a  fort  of  abhorrence  of  government,   and   an 

incurable  fufpicion  of  ics  defigns. Several    public 

meetings  were  now  held  in  different  counties,  in  all 
which  the  meafures  of  feizing  and  removing  the  pow- 
der, as  well  as  the  governor's  threatenings  were  re- 
probated in  the  ftrongeft  terms.  Some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  Hanover,  and  others  of  the  neighbouring 
counties,   were  not  fatisficd  with  fimpie  declarations. 

They 
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They  afifembled  in  arms  to  a  confiderable  number,  un- 
der the  condud  of  a  Mr.  Henry,  who  was  one  of 
the  provincial  delegates  to  the  general  congrefs,  and 
marched  towards  Williamfburgh  with  an  avowed  de- 
fign  to  obtain  reftitution  for  the  gun- powder,  and 
to  take  fuch  effedlual  meafures  for  fecuring  the  public 
treafury,  as  fhould  prevent  its  experiencing  a  fimi- 
lar  fate  with  the  magazine.  A  negociation  was 
however  entered  into  with  the  magiftrates,  when  they 
had  arrived  within  a  few  miles  of  the  town,  in  which 
it  was  fully  fettled,  that  the  Receiver-general  of  the 
colony's  promife  for  paying  the  value  of  the  powder, 
fhould  be  accepted  as  a  reftitution,  and  that  upon  the 
inhabitants  engaging  for  the  future  to  guard  both 
treafury  and  magazine,  the  infurgents  fhould  return 
to  their  habitations. 

The  Governor  began  now  to  perceive  that  the  af- 
fair was  ferious,  and  that  the  people  were  in  earneft  i 
he  thought  himfelf  and  his  family  in  danger,  and 
provided  for  fafety  aboard  the  Fowey  man  of  war 
in  James's  river  j  while  his  Lordlliip,  with  the  aflift- 
ance  of  a  detachment  of  marines,  converted  his  pa- 
lace into  a  little  garrifon,  fortified  it  in  the  beft  man- 
ner he  was  able,  and  furrounded  it  with  artillery.  A 
proclamation  was  then  ilTued  by  the  Governor  and 
his  council,  in  which  Henry  and  his  followers  were 
charged  with  rebellious  pra6lices,  in  extorting  the  va- 
lue of  the  powder  from  the  Receiver-general,  and 
the  prefent  commotions  were  attributed  to  difafFec- 
tion  in  the  people  and  a  deftre  of  changing  the  ella- 
bliihed  form  of  government,  ferving  only  to  afford 
more  room  for  altercation,  and  to  encreaie  the  heat 
and  difcontent.  Several  county  meetings  were  held, 
the  condu6l  of  Henry  vindicated  and  applauded,  and 
Vol.  II.  '       B  refolutions 
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refolutions  pafTed  that  a£  the  rifque  of  every  thing 
dear,  he  and  his  followers  fhoiild  be  indemnilied  from 
all  fuffering,  lofs,  and  injury,  upon  that  account.  The 
charge  of  difaffedion  was  peremptorily  denied,  and 
thofe  of  changing  the  form  of  government,  and  cauf- 
ing  the  prefent  troubles,  retorted.  They  infilled  that 
they  wanted  nothing  but  to  preferve  their  ancienc 
conftitution,  and  only  oppofed  innovations,  and  that 
all  the  difturbances  fprung  from  the  Governor's  late 
conduft. 

As  there  are  times  when  all  circumftances  feem  to 
confpire  towards  the  nourifhment  and  increafe  of  po- 
litical as  well  as  natural  diforders,  fo  it  appeared  now 
in  Virginia,  every  thing  tended  to  one  common  cen- 
tre of  diftruft,  jealoufy,  and  difcontent.  The  copies 
of  fome  letters  from  the  Governor  to  the  Minifter  of 
the  Am.erican  department  were  by  fome  means  pro- 
cured and  publifhed ;  fevere  cenfiires  pafTed  upon 
them,  as  containing  not  only  unfavourable,  but  un- 
fair and  unjuft  reprefentations,  as  well  of  fa(5ls,  as 
of  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the  colony.  Thus 
one  diftruft  begot  another,  until  all  confidence  being 
totally  loft  on  both  fides,  every  falfe  report  that  was 
circulated  was  believed  on  either,  and  ferved  up  for  a 
time  to  keep  up  the  public  fever. 

In  this  ftate  of  commotion  and  dilbrder,  upon  the 
arrival  of  difpatches  from  England,  the  General  Af- 
fembly  was  fuddenly  and  iinexpeftedly  convened  by 
the  Governor,  June  ift.  The  grand  m^otive  for  this 
meafure  was  to  procure  their  approbation  and  ac- 
ceptance of  the  terms  included  in  Lord  North's  con- 
ciliatory motion,  and  the  parliamentary  refolutions 
founded  thereon.  His  lordfliip  accordingly  in  his 
fpeech  ufed  his  utmoll  addrefs  to  carry  his  point :  he 

ftated 
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ftated  the  favourable  difpofition  of  parliament  as  well 
as  of  government  towards  the  colonies,  the  modera- 
tion, tendernefs,  and  equity  which  induced  the  pre- 
fent  advances  towards  a  happy  reconciliation.  He 
dwelt  upon  the  juftice  of  their  contributing  to  the  com- 
mon defence,  and  bearing  an  equitable  proportion  of 
the  public  burdens;  and  obferved,  that  as  no  fpeci- 
fic  fum  was  demanded,  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
giving  free  fcope  to  their  juftice  and  liberality,  and 
whatever  they  gave  would  be  a  free  gift,  in  the  fuUeft 
fenfe  of  the  terms ;  that  they  would  thus  iliew  their 
reverence  to  parliament,  and  manifeft  their  duty  and 
attachment  to  the  Ibvereign,  and  the  kindnefs  with 
which  it  would  be  taken,  that  they  met  on  their  fide 
the  favourable  difpofition  fhewn  on  the  other  to- 
wards bringing  the  prefent  unhappy  difputes  to  a  pe- 
riod. He  alfo  took  pains  to  convince  them  from  the 
refolutions  and  proceedings  of  parliament,  that  fwH 
redrefs  of  grievances  would  be  the  immediate  confe- 
quence  of  their  compliance.  This  fpeech,  though 
flattering  and  plaufible,  was  confidered  only  as  words 
of  courfe,  intended  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  the  go- 
vernment, without  any  intention  of  redreffing  any  of 
thofe  grievances  which  were  complained  of.  It  was 
not  fully  credited,  that  provided  the  afiembly  would 
grant  the  fupplies  v/hich  were  wanted,  that  any  more 
notice  would  be  taken  of  the  heavy  grievances  they 
were  groaning  under. 

The  firft  ad  of  the  afiembly  was,  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  the  late 
difturbances,  and  particularly  to  examine  the  ftate  of 
the  magazine,  that  neceffary  meafures  might  be  taken 
for  fuppiying  the  want  of  what  had  been  taken  away. 
Tho'  the  magazine  was  the  property  pf  the  colony, 

B  2  it 
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it  was  in  the  cuftody  of  the  governor,  who  appointed 
a  keeper,  fo  that  an  application  to  him  was  neceflary 
for  admittance.  While  fome  difpute  arofe  concern- 
ing this  fubjed,  and  before  the  order  for  admittance 
was  obtained,  fome  people  in  the  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood broke  into  the  magazine,  and  carried  off 
fome  of  the  arms.  Several  members  of  the  Houfe  of 
BurgelTes  ufed  their  perfonal  intereft  and  application 
in  getting  as  many  of  them  returned  back  as  they 
could.  It  appeared  by  the  report  of  the  committee, 
that  they  found  moft  ot  the  remainder  of  the  powder 
buried  in  the  magazine  yard,  where  it  had  been  de- 
pofited  by  the  governor's  orders,  and  fuffered  con- 
fiderable  damage  from  the  rains;  the  depriving  the 
muflcets  of  their  locks  was  likewife  difcovered,  as  well 
as  the  nakednefs  of  the  magazines  in  all  refpefls.  A- 
mong  other  things  which  tended  to  provoke  the  peo- 
ple, was  the  planting  of  fpring  guns  in  the  magazine, 
without  giving  any  public  notice  of  this  mode  of  fe- 
curity,  and  fome  effed  they  had  taken  at  the  time  of 
the  late  depredations.  Whilfl  the  governor's  fpeech, 
with  the  propolitions  which  it  recommended,  were  yet 
under  the  confideration  of  the  affembly,  and  before 
the  addrefs  was  determined,  confcienqe,  which  makes 
cowards  of  all  guilty  perfons,  had  made  his  lord- 
fhip,  for  fear  of  confequences,  retire  with  his  lady 
on  board  the  Fowey  man  of  war,  which  then  lay  near 
York-Town,  on  the  river  of  the  fame  name.  It  is 
highly  probable  that  his  lordfliip  had  been  informed 
of  the  rage  of  the  people  upon  the  difcovery  of  the 
fpring  guns,  and  being  confcious  of  fome  guilt  in  that 
matter,  thought  fit  to  withdraw  to  a  place  of  more 
fecurity  and  fafety.  He  left  a  mellage  behind  him 
for  the  houfe  of  BurgelTes,  informing  them,  that  he 

thought 
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thought  it  prudent  to  retire  to  a  place  of  fafety,  as 
he  was  fully  perfuaded  that  both  himfelf  and  his  fami- 
ly were  in  conftant  danger  of  falling  lacrifices  to  the 
blind  and  unrneafureable  fury  of  the  people,  but  that 
fo  far  from  interrupting  their  fitting,  he  hoped  they 
would  fuccefsfuUy  acquit  themfelves  in  the  great  bufi- 
nefs  before  them,  that  he  would  render  the  communi- 
tion  between  him  and  the  houfe  as  eafy  and  as  fafe 
as  pofliblei  and  that  he  thought  it  would  be  more 
agreeable  to  them  to  fend  fome  of  their  members  to 
him  as  occafion  Hiould  require,  than  to  have  the  trou- 
ble of  removing  their  whole  body  to  a  nearer  place. 
He  alTured  them  that  he  fhould  attend  as  ufual  to  the 
duties  of  his  office,  and  of  his  good  difpofition  to  re- 
ilore  that  harmony  which  had  been  fo  unhappily  in- 
terrupted. Such  meannefs  and  imbecility  in  the  go- 
vernor tended  much  to  weaken  the  caufe  of  govern- 
ment in  that  province;  for  it  urged  both  a  fufpicion 
of  guilt,  and  a -diltrufting  the  people,  which  was  not 
the  method  to  reconcile  their  minds  to  any  plan  the 
government  fhould  propofe. 

When  the  meflage  was  produced,  the  Council  and 
BurgeiTes  fent  an  addrefs  to  his  Lordlhip,  declaring 
their  unbelief  that  any  perfon  in  the  province  could 
meditate  fo  horrid  and  atrocious  a  crime  as  his  Lord- 
fhip  apprehended,  lamenting  that  he  had  not  acquaint- 
ed them  with  the  grounds  of  his  uneafmefs  before  he 
had  adopted  that  meafure,  as  they  would  have  ufed 
all  poffible  means  to  have  removed  every  caufe  of 
difquietude:  they  feared  that  his  removal  from  the 
feat  of  government  would  be  a  ineans  of  increafing 
the  uneafinefs  which  unhappily  prevailed  among  the 
people,  and  they  declared  that  they  would  chearfully 
concur  in  any  meafure  that  he  fliould  propofe  for  the 

fecurity 
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fecurity  of  himfelf  and  family;  obferving  how  im- 
pra6licable  it  would  be  to  carry  on  the  bufmefs  of  the 
feffion  with  any  degree  of  propriety  or  difpatch  while 
he  was  at  fuch  a  diftance,  and  inconveniently  fituated. 
They  concluded  by  intreating  hina  to  return  with  his 
Lady  and  family  to  the  palace,  which  would  afford 
great  public  fatisfadion,  and  be  the  likely  method  of 
quieting  the  minds  of  the  people. 

Upon  the  tenth  of  June,  Lord  Dunmore  returned 
a  written  anfwer,  in  which  he  juftified  his  apprehen- 
fions  of  danger  from  the  public  notority  of  the  com- 
motions and  tumults  among  the  people,  as  well  as 
from  the  menaces  and  threatenings  with  which  they 
were  attended ;  befides  he  complained  of  the  general 
conduft  and  behaviour  of  the   Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 

and  fpecified  feveral  charges  againft   that  body. 

That  they  had  countenanced  the  violent  and  diforder- 
ly  proceedings  of  the  people,  particularly  with  regard 
to  the  magazine,  which  was  forced  open  and  plun- 
dered in  prefence  of  fome  of  the  members;  that  in- 
ilead  of  committing  thofe  perfons  who  had  been 
guilty  of  fo  daring  and  heinous  an  offence,   they  only 

endeavoured  to  procure  a  reftitution  of  the  arms. 

That  the  Houfe  or  its  Committee  had  proceeded  to  a 
ilep  fraught  with  the  moft  alarming  confequences,  in 
appointing  guards  without  his  approbation  or  con- 
fent,  under  pretence  of  protecting  the  magazine, 
thereby  fhewing  a  defign  of  ufurping  the  executive 
power,  and  of  fubverting  the  conftitution.  He  took 
notice  that  no  means  could  be  effectual  for  affording 
the  fccuricy  tliey  propofed  to  concur  in,  but  by  rein- 
ftating  him  in  die  full  powers  of  his  office,  by  open- 
ing the  courts  of  juflice,  and  reftoring  the  energy  of 
the  laws,  by  difarming  all  independent  companies,  or 

other 
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other  bodies  of  men  raifed  and  ading  in  defiance  of 
legal  authority  ;  by  obliging  the  immediate  return  of 
the  king's  arms  and  ftores,  and  by  what  was  no  lefs 
efTential  than  any  other  matter,  their  own  example, 
and  their  endeavours  to  remove  that  general  delufioii 
which  kept  the  minds  of  the  people  in  a  continual 
ferment,  and  thereby  to  abolifn  that  malice  and  fpiric 
of  perfecution,  v/hich .  now  operated  fo  dangeroufly 
againft  thole,  who,  from  duty :  and  affeftion  to  their 
king  and  country,  oppofed  the  prefent  meafures,  and 
who,  from  principle  and  conviction,  differed  with  the 
multitude  in  political  principles.  That  thefe  were 
the  means  to  afford  fecurity  requfite  for  all  parties; 
and  that  for  the  accomplifhmenc  of  thofe  ends,  toge- 
ther with  the  great  object  and  necefTary  bufinefs  of 
the  felTion,  he  fliould  have  no  objeftion  to  their  ad- 
journment to  the  town  of  York,  where  he  would 
meet  them;,. and  remain  till  the  bufinefs  was  finiilied. 
He  concluded  by  reprefenting,  that  unlefs  they  had  a 
fmcere  and  active  regard  of  leizing  the  opportunity 
which  was  now  offered  by  parliajment,  of  eftablifliing 
the  freedom  of  their  country  upon  a  fixed  and  known 
foundation,  and  of  uniting  themfelves  with  their  fel- 
low fubjecSis  of  Great  Britain,  in  one  common  bond  of 
intereft  and  mutual  afilftance,  his  return  to  Williamf- 
burgh  would  be  as  fruitlefs  to  the  people  as  it  might 
poffibly  be  dangerous  to  him;  but  that  if  their  pro- 
ceedings manifeited  that  happy  difpofition,  he  would 
return  with  the  greateftjoy,  and  confider  it  as  the 
moft  fortunate  event  of  his  life,  if  they  gave  him  an 
opportunity  to  be  an  inftrument  of  promoting  their 
happinefs,  and  of  being  a  fuccefsfui  mediator  between 
them  and  the  fupremc  authority. 
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The  foftening  terms  in  the  conclufion  of  this  long 
and  tedious  meflage,  were  by  no  means  equal  to  re- 
move the  acrimony  excited  by  thofe  fevere  charges 
and  implications  in  the  former  part  of  it.  They  cori- 
fidered  the  fmooth  words  as  nothing  more  than  politi- 
cal court  finefle,  to  which  all  courtiers  are  accuftom- 
ed,  without  ever  intending  to  perform  what  they  fay. 
The  charges  which  his  Lordfhip  brought  againlt 
the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  produced  a  reply  of  an  uncom- 
~  mon  length,  under  the  form  of  an  addrefs,  which  was 
full  of  the  bitternefs  of  recrimination,  as  well  as  of 
defenfive  arguments,  and  an  examination  of  fads. 
This  was  a  method  of  addrefs  no  wayspleafing  to  the 
pride  and  ambition  of  the  Governor,  who  wanted  to 
conceal  fome  fads  by  which  his  honour  and  character 
were  much  tarnifhed. 

The  houfe  had  now  received  the  report  of  its  com- 
mittee concerning  the  caufe  of  the  late  difturbances, 
backed  with  the  difpofition  of  a  number  of  Britifh 
merchants,  who  were  refident  in  different  and  remote 
parts  of  the  colony,  all  whofe  teftimonies  tended  to 
fhew  the  general  tranquility  which  prevailed  previous 
to  the  affair  of  the  powder,  and  the  Governor's  declar- 
ation with  regard  to  the  emancipating  of  the  flaves ; 
the  latter  of  which,  fo  far  as  it  was  believed,  had 
particularly  irritated  the  people,  yet  notwithftanding 
quiet  and  order  were  every  where  reftored,  and  ftill 
continued;  that  there  was  a  general  acquiefcence 
every  where  in  the  determinations  of  the  general 
and  provincial  congrefs;  but  they  all  concurred  in 
believing  that  the  people  had  no  defign  or  wilh  of 
an  independency  on  Great  Britain ;  on  the  contrary 
that  they  had  an  eager  deiire  for  fuch  a  connexion, 
as    it    Itood    before    the     late  acts   of    parliament. 

They 
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They  were  unanimous  in  their  opinion,  that  a  redrefs 
of  grievances  complained  of,  would  eftablifh  a  per- 
fed  tranquility,  and  produce  a  reconciliation  with  the 
parent  ftate.. 

To  refute  the  charges  of  difaffedlion  and  diQoyaltyj 
the  Houfe  of  BurgelTes  took  a  retrofpedive  view  of 
the  behaviour  of  the  people,   and  of  feveral  tranfic- 
tions  in  the  colony  for  fome  years  back;     they  llated 
the  happinefs  which  they  derived  from  the  condu6t  of 
former  Governors,  as  a  ftriking  contraft  to  their  pre- 
ient  fituation.     They  attributed  that  happinefs  parti- 
cularly in  a  very  late  inftance  to  the  difcountenancing 
of  tale-bearers  and  malicious  informers^   to  the  pro- 
per examination  of  every  fubjeft,  and  the  taking  of 
nothing  upon  truft;   and  finally,  to   the  tranfmitting 
home  a  faithful  reprefentation  of  things  in  the  colo- 
ny.    They  flated  their  former  conduft  with  refpeft  to 
his  Lordfhip,  and  obferved  that  changes  feldom  hap- 
pen without  fome  fufficient  caufe;   that  refpedt  was 
not  to  be  obtained  by  force  from  a  free  people: — = 
that  nothing  was  more  likely  to  infure  it,  than  dignity 
of  charafler,  a  candid  n.nd  exemplary  condud.     That 
they  did  not  mean  to  infinuate  that  his  Lordfliip  had 
defignedly  mifreprefenced  fads;   but  it  was  feared  he 
t6o  eafily  gave  credit  to  defigning  perfons,  who  to 
the  great  injury   of  the  community,   pofTeffed  mucli 
too  large  a  Ihare  of  his  confidence.     They  denied  the 
fads,  and  examined  with  great  feverity  the  reprefen- 
tations  contained  in  two  letters  which  were  fent  to 
Lord  Dartmouth,  which  have  already  been  hinted. 
Thefe  t!iey   reprefented  as  exceeding  imperious  and 
unjuft,  being  founded  on  mifconception,  mifinforma- 
tion,  the  height  of  colouring,  the  miflaking  of  the  af- 
fumption  of  fads  without  proof  or  evidence  to  fupporc 
Vol.  IL  C  them. 
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them.  They  then  proceeded  to  iuilify  the  fteps  that 
had  been  taken  with  regard  to  their  fuppofed  counte- 
nance to  the  a6ts  done  concerning  the  magazine,  and 
the  other  matters  which  excited,  and  afterwards  in- 
jBamed  the  controverfy. 

Upon  the   fourteenth  of  June  the  Houfe  of  Bur- 
gcfies  prefented  their  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  the  Gover- 
nor's fpeech,  in  which  they  entered  into   a  long  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  propofition  contained  in  the  parliamen- 
tary refolution,  founded  upon  Lord  North's  concilia- 
tory motion.     This  they  combated  upon   the  fame 
principles  and  grounds,  with  a  variety  of   argumentSj 
of  the  fame  nature  with  thofe  that  have  been  already 
Hated i    and  they  ultimately  declared,  that  as  it  only 
changed  the  form  of  expreffion,  without  leflening  its 
burthen,  they  could  not  clofe  with  the  terms.     They 
obferved  that  thefe  were  only  offered  as   the  fenti- 
ments  of  an  individual  part  of  the  whole  empire;  and 
for  a  final  determination   they  referred   the   affair  to 
the  General  Congrefs,   before  whom  they  would  lay 
the  paper.     To  them  alfo  they  referred  the  difcovery 
of  the  proper  mode  of  reprefenting  their  well-founded 
grievances,  which  his   Lordfhip  affured  them  would 
meet  with  the  attention  and  regard  fo  juftly  due  to 
them.     In  behalf  of  themfelves,  they  made  the  fol- 
lowing declaration:    We  have  exhaufted  every  mode 
of  application  which  our  invention  could  fugged,  as 
proper  and  promifing.     We  have  decently  remonftra- 
ted  with  parliament i    they  have   added   new  injuries 
to  the  old;    we  have  wearied  our  King  with  fupplica- 
tions,  and  he  has  not  deigned  to  anfwer  us.     We  have 
appealed  to  the  native  honour  and  juftice  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  nation;    dicir  efforts  in  our  favour  have  been  hi- 
therto ineffedual. When  the  reafgnings  on  both 

fides 
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fides  are  impartially  confidered,  it  muft  be  allowed 
that  the  tempers  of  the  difputants  appear  very  marii- 
feftly  intermingled  with  their  arguaients.  Their  in- 
terefts  alfo  appear  viQbly  to  weigh  neavy  in  the  fcale 
of  difputation,  wliich  in  all  things  that  relate  to  human 
affairs,  bear  a  mighty  fway.  Lord  Dunmorc  proba- 
bly imagined  to  rule  in  Virginia  in  fuch  a  manner,  (ac- 
cording to  his  inclination)  and  for  fuch  a  time  till  his 
fortune  was  fufficiently  enlarged,  and  being  difappoint- 
ed  in  his  view,  would  be  likely  to  colour  liis  account 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  colonifts  in  the  highell  taile. 
The  Virginians,  who  confidered  themlelves  as  a  free 
people,  and  not  under  the  jurifdiclion  of  a  legiflature 
where  they  were  not  reprefented,  viewed  all  thofe 
a6ls  which  the  Governor  was  for  putting  in  execution 
as  afts  of  tyranny  and  opprCiTion,  which  he  for  the 
fake  of  his  own  intereft  wanted  to  force  upon  them. 
They  were  irritated  v;ith  the  thought  of  having  new 
taxes  impofed  upon  them,  without  their  confent,  and 
were  not  likely  to  fpeak  favourably  of  the  agent  im- 
mediately employed  to  inforce  the  payment  of  them. 
New^  taxes  have  always  been  unpopular  in  all  dates, 
when  the  people  could  not  perceive  their  own  inte- 
refls  in  paying  of  them;  and  it  is  highly  impolitic  to 
propofe  a  taxation  that  is  univerfally  contrary  to  the 

minds  of  the  fubj efts. What  miakes   taxation  ilill 

more  diiao;reeable  is,  when  the  o-overnment  of  a  na- 
tion  creates  places  of  finecure,  which  are  fupported 
merely  by  burdens  laid  upon  the  people.  In  this 
cafe  the  fubjefls  confider  their  fubitance  wafted  for  no 
valuable  purpofe,  but  rather  ufelefly  fpent  in  fupport- 
ing  idle  and  ufelefs  members  of  the  community,  that 
might  be  otherwifc^  engaged  in  fome  adlive  employ- 
ment.    A  labouring  and  induftrious  people,  v/ho  gain 

C  2  their 
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their  fubftance  from  labour  and  frugality,  can  never 
well  endure  to  fee  it  fpent  upon  haughty  noblemen 
and  infolent  courtiers. 

It  will  be  readily  fuggefled,  that  in  this  ftate  of  ill- 
hum.our  and  diftruft  on  both  fides,  every  day  would 
produce  new  occafions  of  difpute  and  altercation. — - 
Every  new  occurrence  afforded  new  reafons  of  fuf- 
picion,  and  frelli  bickerings  happened  everyday: — 
There  was  a  continual  intercourfe  by  addrefles,  mef- 
fages,  and  anfsvers,  between  the  Houfe  of  BurgeffeSj 
and  the  Fowey  man  of  war,  which  was  now  the  court 
of  the  Governor.  This  was  a  fingular  fituationj  an 
attempt  to  govern  without  choofing  or  finding  it  fafe 
to  fet  a  foot  on  fhore  in  the  country  to  be  governed  5 
it  had  all  the  appearance  of  an  abdication,  or  deferting 
the  government,  at  a  time  when  there  was  the  mod 
need  of  fteadinefs^  advice,  and  execution. 

When  the  necefTary  bills  were  pafTed,  and  the  ad- 
vanced feafon  required  their  attendance  in  their  feve- 
ral  counties,  the  Council  and  BurgelTes  jointly  en- 
treated the  Governor's  prefence  to  give  his  affent  to 
them,  and  finifh  the  fefTion.  They  took  notice  that 
though  the  bufinefs  had  been  greatly  impeded  by  his 
abfence  from  the  feat  of  government,  and  they  had 
fubmitted  to  the  inconvenience  of  repeatedly  lending 
their  members  twelve  miles  to  attend  his  Excellency 
on  board  a  fhip  of  war,  they  could  not  but  think  it " 
highly  improper,  and  too  great  a  departure  from  the 
conftitutional  and  accuftomed  pra6lice  of  tranfadling 
bufinefs,  to  prefent  the  bills  to  him  at  any  other  place 
than  the  capital.  His  excellency  returned  a  rough 
anfwer  to  this  requell.  He  infilled  upon  his  right  of 
calling  them  to  any  place  of  the  colony  where  the  exi- 
gency of  affairs  miglit  render  their  attendance  necef- 

fary. 
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fary.  He  further  obferved,  that  as  he  had  not  been 
acquainted  with  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  aflenn- 
bly,  he  knew  of  no  bills  of  importance,  which,  if  lie 
were  inclined  to  rifque  his  perfon  again  among  the 
people,  they  had  to  prefent  to  him,  nor  whether  they 
were  fuch  as  he  could  aflent  to  if  they  had. 

To  obviate  thefe  objeftions,  though  it  was  an  un- 
precedented aft,  the  afiembly  fent  the  bills,  as  well  as 
other  papers  which  were  afterwards  demanded,  on 
board  the  Fowey,  for  his  infpeftiono  The  moit  im- 
portant and  intereiling  of  thefe  bills  feemingly  to  all 
parties  was,  that  for  the  payment  of  the  forces  who 
had  lately  under  his  Lordfliip's  command  fuffered 
confiderably,  at  the  fame  tim.e  they  had  done  effential 
fervice  to  their  country  by  their  bravery  and  fuccefi 
in  the  Indian  war.  The  bill  was  objecled  to  by  the 
Governor,  for  its  impofing  a  tax  upon  the  importa- 
tion of  flaves,  and  for  fome  informality  in  refpeft  to 
the  emifiion  of  paper  money.  The  other  bills  were 
approved  of. 

The  Houfe  of  Burgefies  upon  this  returned  an  ad- 
drefs  to  his  Lordihip,  intreating  him  that  he  would 
meet  them  the  enfuing  day  at  Williamfburgh 
to  pafs  the  bills  that  were  ready ;  they  expreiTed 
their  hopes  that  he  could  not  frill  entertain  any 
groundlefs  fears  of  perfonal  danger;  but  declared, 
that  it  was.impoffible  he  could  remain  under  fo  ftrange 
an  influence,  and  pledged  their  honour  and  every 
thing  facred  for  his  fecurity.  If  nothing  could  pre- 
vail, they  requeued  that  he  v.'0uld  grant  a  commiuion 
for  palling  fuch  bills  as  he  approved.  Tliis  was  the 
lail  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgefies  to  his  Excel- 
lency. Lord  Dunmorc  pcrfified  in  the  objections  lie 
had  made  to  the  bill  -,   and  faid  that  the  v/eii-ground- 
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ed  caufe  he  had  for  believing  his  perfon  not  fafe  at 
Williamfburgh  encreafed  daily.     That  he   therefore 
could  not  meet  them,  as  they  requeued,  at  the  capital, 
but  that  he  would  be  ready  to  receive  the  Houfe  on 
the   following    Monday,    at    his    prefent    refidence, 
for  the  purpofe  of  giving  his  affent  to  fuch  bills  as  he 
iliould  approve.     1  his  anfv/er  put  an  end  to  all  pub- 
lic correfponderjce  and   bufinefs  between  Lord  Dun- 
more  and  the  colony.     The  transferring  the  legillative 
council  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  a  great  coun- 
try on  board  a  man  of  war,   was  evidently  not  to  be 
expe(5ted.     The  danger  of  the  members  of  the  coun- 
cil and  houfe  of  reprefentatives  in  fuch  a  fituation,  if 
on   other   accounts   it  were   poflible   they  could  put 
themfelves  into  it,  was  no  lefs  than  Lord  Dunmore's 
could  be  upon  land.     To  have   put  themfelves  into 
the  hands   and  power  of  an  enraged  Governor,   who 
had  declared  them  guilty  of  rebellion,  and  threatened 
them  with  military  laws,  would  have  been  an  inftance 
of  imprudence  unworthy  of  any  people   of  common 
fcnfe.     The  Governor's  general  charafter  as   a  man 
of  prudence  and  difcretion,  was  not  fo  remarkable  as 
to  tempt  them  to  run  fuch   a  rifk.     They  therefore 
wifely  declined  going   on  board  to  his  Lordlliip,  and 
voted  his  Lordfnip's  demand  a  breach  of  privilege. — 
They  faid,  the  unreafonable  delays  thrown  into  their 
proceedings,   and  the  evafive  anfwers  given   to   their 
fincere  and  decent  addrelTes,  gave  them  reafon  to  fear 
that  a  dangerous  attack  was  meditated  againft  the  un- 
happy people   of  that  colony,    and  it   was  therefore 
their  opinion  that  they  Oiould  prepare  for  the   pre- 
Jcrvacion  of  rhcir  ineftimable  rights  and  privileges. — 
They  concluded  by  ilrongly  exprefPing  their  loyalty 
to  the  king  and  regard  to  the  mother  country,   and 

upon 
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upon  this  they  concluded  the  fefllon.  Thus  unhap- 
pily was  an  end  put  for  the  prefent  to  the  Englifh 
government  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  which  it  is 
doubtful,  if  ever  it  fliall  be  reftored  again  either  by 
force  or  good- will. 

Upon  the  i8th  of  July,  a  convention  of  delegates 
was   appointed  to   fupply  the  place  of  the   afTembly, 
who  had  an  unlimited  confidence  repofed   in  them  by 
the  people,    aud    became  accordingly  poffefied  of  an 
unlimited  power  in  all  public  affairs.     Thefe  immedi- 
ately took  in  hand  the  raifing  and   embodying  of  an 
armed  force,  as  well  as  providing  m^eans  for  its   fup- 
port,   and    purfued    every  other    means  which  could 
tend  to  place  the  colony   in   a  ilrong  (late  of  defence. 
— Thefe  were  dangerous  fteps,   the  confequence   of 
which    ifllied  in  aftual  rebellion  againft  government, 
and  expofed  the  colonies  to  the  vengeance  of  the  for- 
mer executive  power.     Againil    the  charge  of  rebel- 
lion they  vindicated  themfelves  by  tracing  the  mea- 
fures  of  government  that  led   to  the  prefent  unhappy 
ftate  of  public  affairs.      They   fet  forth  the  caufe  of 
their  meeting,   and  fliev^^ed  the  neceffity  of  immedi- 
ately putting  the  country  in  a  ftate  of  defence  for  the 
protedion  of  their  lives,  liberties,   and  properties. — 
They  concluded  that  what  they   had  done  was  purfu- 
ed with  the  ilrongeft  regard  to  faith  and  loyalty,  iind 
they  declared,   that  as  on   the  one   hand   they    were 
determined,  at  the  peril  of  the  extremell  hazards,  to 
maintain  their  juil  rights  and  privileges;  fo   on  the  o- 
ther  hand,  it  was  their  fixed   and  unalterable  refolu- 
tion  todifband  fuch  forces  as  were  for  the  defence  of 
the   colony,   whenever  their  dangers   were  removed, 
and  America  reflored  to  its  former  ilate  of  tranquility 
and  happincfs. 

In 
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In  difputes  of  this  fort  it  is  common  for  each  par- 
ty to  think  themfelves   in  the  right,   and  their  argu- 
ments will  always  partake  of  that  colouring  which  is 
nearefl:  to   private   interefl,     Perfons  who  have   been 
educated  from  their  infancy  in  ideas  of  royal  preroga- 
tive and  the  omnipotence  of  government,  will  always 
think  it  ftrange  to  hear  a  people  irififting  upon  the 
principles  of  the  focial  compaft,  and  the  rights  of  fo- 
ciety;    this  in  the  firft  degree  has  a  rebellious  found 
in   their  ears,  and  they   are  ready  to  conclude  that 
fuch  a  people  deferve  the  fevered  punifhment  for  in- 
dulging fuch  difloyal  notions  and  fentiments.     In  free 
flates,  where  men  are  accuftomed  to  examine  all  things 
freely,    it  appears  flrange   to  hear  of  the  will    of  a 
few  being  a  law  to   a  whole  fociety,  and  every  one 
to  bend  his  neck  at  the  nod  of  a  grand  monarch. — 
Such  a  ftate  of  exiftence  to  free  men,  appears  to  be 
worfe  than   none  at  all,   and  they  would  fooner  die 
than  live  under  fuch  a  llavery.     Reafon  on  both  fides 
will  determine  the   point   fpeedily,  would  each  par- 
ty Hand  to  her  impartial  diilates;    but  pafTion  for  the 
mod  part  takes  the  lead,  and  the  voice  of  reafon  is 
but  little   regarded.     Yet  it  will   be  found  next  to  a 
maxim,  that  the  common  people  feldom  depart  from 
reafon  till  they  are  corrupted  by  the   precepts  or  ex- 
ample of  the  great.     Their  demands   are   generally 
realonable,  and  founded  upon  principles  of  common 
fenfe,  till  they  are  corrupted  and  milled  by  their  fupe- 
riors,  who  often  corrupt  them  for  their  own  intered, 
and  make  them  at  lad  dupes  to  their  luds  and  palTions. 
For  as  corrupt  as  human  nature  is  faid  to  be,  it  is  ma- 
nifed,  that  provided   men  v/ere  to  have  the  tutorage 
which  God  has  provided  unadulterated,  the  commori 
ranks  of  men  would  diovv  more  virtue  than  thofe  un- 
der 
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der  the  influence  of  the  greateft  refinement.  It  ap- 
pears marvelous  to  a  plain  well-meaning  man  to  hear 
it  affirmed  that. perfons  whom  he  fees  daily  commit- 
ting all  forts  of  vice  without  fhame  is  befl:  qualified 
to  be  a.magiftrate  or  ruler  of  the  people.  He  can 
hardly  bring  his  mind  to  think  that  reverence  is  due 
to  fuch  as  do  not  reverence  God  and  love  truth. 

Upon  this  occafion  Lord  Dunmore  fell  into  that 
miftaike  which  the  government  at  home^  and  almofb 
all  the  governor's  abroad  have  fallen  into.  He  ima- 
gined that, he  could  perfiiade  the  flaves  to  take  up 
armsj  and  that  government  had  more  friends  in  the 
colony. than  there  really  were.  This  had  been  an 
univerfal  miftake  all  along  in  the  ideas  of  government. 
They  have  ^  continually  imagined,  and  aifo  declared, 
that  their. friends  in  the  colonies  were  numerous^  and 
their  caufe  profperous,  when  the  event  declared  the 
very  contrary.  Whatever  was  the  prefent  ground  of 
his  progrefsy  he  was  determined  though  he  fhoiild  be 
obliged  for  the  prefent  to  relinquifli,  not  to  a;bandon 
his  hopes,  nor  entirely  tO  lofe  fight  of  the  country 
which  he  had  governed.  Being  joined  with  thofe 
friends  of  government  who  had  rendered  themfelves 
.obnoxious  to  the  people,  to  continue  with  fafety  in 
the  country,-  as  well  as  by  a  number  of  rUn-a-way  ne- 
groes, and  fupported  by  the  frigates  of  war  which 
were  upon  the  ftation,  endeavoured  to  eftabiifli  fuch 
a  marine  force  as  would  enable  him^  by  means  of  the 
rivers  which  render  the  moft  valuable  parts  of  than 
rich  country  acceffible  by  water,  to  be  always  at  hand, 
and  ready  to  profit  by  any  favourable  occafion  that 
offered. 

Some  fuch  fyftem  as  this  he  feems  to  have  intend- 
ed to  purfue;  for  by  degrees  he  equipped  and 
Vol,  II,  D  a^med 
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armedanumbeTofvefTels  of  different  kinds  and  fizesj, 
in  one  of  which  he  conftantly  refided,  never  fetting 
his  foot  on  Ihore,  but  in  an  hoftile  manner.  This 
force,  thus  put  together,  was  however  only  calculated 
for  depredation,  and  never  became  equal  to  any  cf- 
fential  fervice.  The  former  indeed  was  in  fome  de- 
gree a  matter  of  neceflity;  for  as  the  people  on  fhorc 
would  not  ferve  thofe  on  board  with  proper  provi- 
fions  or  neceflaries,  they  muft  either  have  ftarved, 
or  endeavoured  to  provide  them  by  force.  The 
Virginians  pretended  that  while  the  depredations 
were  confined  to  thofe  neceffary  objefts,  the  refpedt 
which  they  bore  to  the  rank  of  the  governor,  pre- 
vented his  meeting  with  any  refiftance^  but  their  na- 
ture was  foon  changed  into  open  and  avowed  hofti- 
lity.  Obnoxious  perfons,  they  faid,  were  feized  and 
carried  a- board  the  Ihipsj  plantations  were  ravifhed 
and  deftroyed,  the  negroes  carried  off;  houfes  burnt, 
and  at  laft  lives  loft  on  both  fides.  In  one  of  thofe 
expeditions  his  lordlhip  deftroyed  a  number  of  iron 
cannon,  and  carried  off  fome  others,  which  he  fup- 
pofed  were  provided  for  the  purpofes  of  rebellion, 
though  the  Virginians  affirm  they  were  lliip  guns. 
Thefe  proceedings  occafioned  the  fending  fome  of 
the  new  raifed  detachments  to  proted  the  coafts,  and 
from  thence  enfued  a  little  mifchievous  plundering 
war,  incapable  of  affording  honour  or  benefit^  and 
in  which  at  length,  every  drop  of  water  and  every 
neceffary  was  purchafed>  at  the  price  and  the  rifquc 
of  blood. 

During  this  ftate  of  hoftility,  Dunmore  procured  a 
few  foldiers  from  different  parts,  with  whofe  affiftance 
an  attempt  was  made  to  burn  a  port  town  in  an  im- 
portant fituation  called  Hampton.     It  would  appear 

that 
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that  the  inhabitants  had  fome  previous  notice  of  this 
defign  J  for  they  had  funk,  boats  in  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour,  and  thrown  fuch  other  obftacles  in  the  way 
as  rendered  the  approach  of  the  fhips  and  confe- 
quently  the  landing  impracticable  on  the  day  on  which 
this  attack  was  begun.  The  fhips  cut  a  way  through 
the  boats  in  the  night,  and  began  to  cannonade  the 
town  in  a  furious  manner  in  the  morningj  but  in  this  • 
critical  fituation  they  were  relieved  from  their  appre^ 
henfions  and  danger  by  the  arrival  of  the  detachment 
of  riflemen  from  Wiliiamfburgh,  who  had  marched 
all  night  to  their  aiTiftance.  Thefe  joined  with  the 
inhabitants,  attacked  the  fhipfo  vigoroufly  with  their  ; 
fmall  arms,  that  they  were  obliged  precipitately  to,, 
quit  their  ftation,  with  the  lofs  of  fome  men,  and  of 
a  tender  which  was  taken. 

Upon  the  feventhof  November,  in  confequence  of 
this  repulfe,  a  proclamation  was  iflued  by  the  Gover- 
nor, dated  on  board  the  Ihip  William  off  Norfolk, 
declaring,  that  as  the  civil  law  was  at  prefent  infuffi- 
cient  to  prevent  and  punifli  treafons  and  traitors,  that 
martial  law  fhould  take  place,  and  be  executed 
throughout  the  colony;  and  it  required  all  perfons 
capable  of  bearing  arms  to  repair  to  his  Majefty's 
llandard,  or  to  be  confidered  as  traitors. 

This  meafure  of  fctting  the  flaves  at  liberty  gave 
lefs  furprize,  and  probably  had  lefs  efFeft  in  exciting 
an  infurrection  from  its  being  fo  long  threatened  and 
apprehended,  then  if  it  had  been  more  immediate  and 
unexpeded.  It  was  however  received  with  the  o-reat- 
eft  horror  in  all  the  colonies,  and  was  feverely  con- 
demned at  home,  as  tending  to  loofe  the  bonds  of  fo- 
ciety,  to  deftroy  domeftic  fecurity,  and  to  encourage 
the  moll  barbarous  of  mankind  to  the  commiffion  of 
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the  mofl:  horrid  primes  and  the  moft  inhuman  cruel- 
ties. This  was  confounding  the  innocent  with  the 
guilty,  and  expofingthofe  who  were  the  beft  friends 
to  governnnent'  to  the'  fame  lofs  of  property,  danger, 
and  dellru6tion,  with  the  moft  incorrigible  rebels.— 
It  was  faid  to  eftablifti  a  precedent  of  a  moft  danger- 
ous nature  in  the  new  world,  by  giving  a  legal  fanc- 
tion  to  arraying  and  embodymg  of  African  negroes, 
to  appear  in  arms  againft  the  white  people,  and  to 
encounter  them  upon  an  equal  footing  in  the  field; 
for  however  ill-founded  diftinftions  with  refpedl  to  co- 
lour may  appear,  when  examined  by  the  teft  of  na- 
ture, reafon,  and  philofophy;  yet  while  things  conti- 
nue in  the  prefent  ftate,  while  commerce,  luxury,  and 
avarice,  render  flavery  a  principal  object  in  the  po- 
litical fyfteni  of  every  European  power  that  poflelTes 
dominion  in  America,  the  idea  of  a  pre-eminence  muft 
always  be  cheriftsed,  and  Confidered  as  a  neceffary  po- 
licy. ■     "     '  ....-,:  ■     .      ' 

'  This  reafon,  however  plaufible,  is  in  its  own  nature 
immoral  and  unjuft,  and  the  Virginians,  as  well  as  the 
government  who  encouraged  and  gave  fanftion  to  fla- 
very, could  not  well  expeft  that  providence  would  al- 
ways look  on  and  fuffer  them  to  tyrannize  over  poor 
innocents  that  had  never  done  therri  any  harm,' and 
by  nature  deferved  as  rriuch  to  be  free  as  themfelvcs. 
Claims  of  liberty  made  by  pien  who  themfelves  keep 
others  in  flavery,  arerhade  with  a  very  ill  grace  ;  and 
had  theBritifli  government  By  emancipating  the  flavcs 
meant  well  to  the  rights  of  mankind,  every  wife  and 
good  man  would  have  wiflied  them  fuccefs. 

The  proclamation,  with  Lord  Dunmore's  prefence, 
and  the  ericourao-ement  of  the  fmnll  marine  force  he 
had  with  him,  produced  foiiie  effe(^  in  the  tov/n  of 
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Norfolk  and  the  adjacent  country,  where  many  of 
the  people  were  well-affeded  to  government.  He 
was  accordingly  joined  by  fome  hundreds,  both  of 
blacks  and  whites,  and  many  others  who  did  not 
choofe  to  take  an  adive  part  publicly  abjured  the 
Congrefs  with  all  its  afts,  and  all  conventions  and 
committees  whatever.  Lord  Dunmore  probably  now 
expected  that  the  facility  and  good  difpofition  which 
he  experienced  here,  would  have  been  fo  general  as 
to  have  enabled  him  to  have  raifed  a  confiderable  body 
of  armed  troops,  and  probably  witliout  any  foreign 
alTiftance,  to  have  had  the  glory  of  reducing  one  part 
of  the  province  by  the  means  of  the  other.  This 
pleafing  expedition  was  interrupted  by  intelligence 
that  a  party  of  the  rebels  were  marching  towards 
them  with  ail  expedition.  To  fruftrate  their  defign 
and  to  protedl  the  well-affe6led,  he  took  poffefTion  of 
a  poft  called  the  Great  Bridge,  which  lay  at  fome 
diftance  from  Norfolk,  which  was  a  pafs  of  great  con- 
fequence,  being  the  only  way  that  they  could  ap- 
proach to  the  town.  Here  he  conftruded  a  fort  on 
the  Norfolk  fide  of  the  bridge,  which  he  furniflied 
well  with  artillery,  and  rendered  as  defenfible  as  the 
timev/ould  admit.  Notwithftandingthe  loyalty  of  the 
people  in  this  quarter,  which  included  two  fmall  coun- 
ties, it  does  not  appear  that  his  force  was  at  all  con- 
fiderable, either  as  to  number  or  quality;  he  had  200 
regulars,  including  the  grenadiers  of  the  14th  regi- 
ment, and  a  body  called  the  Norfolk  Volunteers  j  the 
reft  were  a  motley  figure  of  blacks  and  whites.  The 
colonifts  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Woodford 
fortified  themfeives  alfo  within  lefs  than  cannon  fhot 
of  his  lordfhip's  forces ;  they  had  a  narrow  caufe- 
way  in  the  front,  which  behoved  to  be  pafTed  to  come 
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at  their  works,  fo  that  both  parties  appeared  pretty 
well  fecured  from  furprize.  In  this  ftate  they  conti- 
nued quiet  and  peaceable  for  fome  days,  until  at 
length  his  lordfhip  fornned  a  defign  of  furprizing  them 
in  their  entrenchments.  This  was  undertaken  be- 
fore day-light  by  Captain  Fprdyce,  who  at  the  head 
of  his  grenadiers,  amounting  to  about  fixty,  led  on 
the  attack.  They  boldly  pafled  the  caufeway,  and 
marched  up  to  the  intrenchments  with  fixed  bayonets, 
and  with  a  coolnefs  and  intrepidity  which  excited 
both  the  aftoniftiment  and  praife  of  their  enemies  -, — 
for  they  were  not  only  expofed  nakedly  to  the  fire  in 
front,  but  enfiladed  by  another  part  of  the  works. — 
The  brave  captain,  with,  feveral  of  his  men  fell,  the 
lieutenant  with  others  were  taken,  and  all  who  re- 
mained of  the  grenadier  company,  whether  prifoners 
or  not,  were  wounded. 

The  fire  of  the  artillery  from  the  fort  enabled  our 
troops  to  retire  without  purfuit,  as  well  as  to  carry 
off  many  of  the  dead  and  wounded.  It  was  reported 
that  the  flaves  did  more  injury  to  the  King's  party 
than  they  did  to  their  enemies,  which  Ihevys  how 
little  they  were  to  be  trufted  in  any  cnterprize  of 
confequence.  It  has  been  faid  that  our  people 
were  led  into  this  unfortunate  aff^air  through  the  de- 
figned  falfe  intelligence  of  a  deferter,  who  was  in- 
ftru(5ted  for  the  purpofej  whatever  there  was  in  this, 
it  was  a  great  pity  that  fuch  uncommon  bravery 
Ihould  have  been  wafted  to  no  purpofe.  The  con- 
querors interred  Captain  Fordyce  with  all  the  honors 
of  war,  and  with  the  refped  that  was  due  to  his  me- 
rit as  well  as  to  the  gallantry  which  fignalized  his  laft 
moments.     The  Englilh  prifoners  were  treated  with 

great 
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great  kindnefs;  but   the  Americans  who  had  joined 
the  King's  fbandard  were  treated  with  rigour. 

The  King's  forces  retired  from  the  pofl:  at  the 
Great  Bridge  the  enfuing  night  without  any  other 
lofs  than  fome  pieces  of  cannon,  and  fome  triflino- 
llores  which  they  left  behind;  and  as  all  hopes  in  this 
enterprize  were  now  at  an  end,  Lord  Dunmore  thought 
fit  to  abandon  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Norfolk, 
and  retired  again  with  his  people  aboard  the  fhips, 
which  were  conAderably  increafed  in  number  by  thofe 
which  they  had  found  in  chat  port.  Many  of  the 
friends  of  government,  who  were  called  tories  by  the 
other  party,  thought  it  prudent  with  their  families  to 
feek  the  fame  fhelter,  whither  they  alfo  carried  the 
mod  portable  and  valuable  of  their  efFedls.  Thus  his 
Lordfhip  formed  a  confiderable  fleet  with  refpeft  to 
the  number  of  velTels  and  tonnage,  and  thefe  were  al- 
fo crowded  with  people;  but  the  fhips  were  without 
force,  and  continued  months  without  hands  to  navi- 
gate them.  The  rebels  took  poffeffion  of  Norfolk, 
and  the  fleet  removed  to  a  greater  dillance.  While 
thefe  things  were  carrying  on,  a  fcheme  had  been  in 
agitation  for  raifing  a  confiderable  force  at  the  back 
of  the  colonies,  particularly  at  Virginia  and  in  the 
Carolinas,  where  it  was  known  there  were  many 
well  aff'eded  to  the  King's  government,  it  was  hoped 
that  fome  of  the  Indian  nations  might  be  induced  to 
become  parties  in  this  defign;  and  that  thus  united, 
they  not  only  would  make  fuch  a  diverfion  as  would 
greatly  alarm  and  diftrefs  the  rebels,  but  that  they 
would  penetrate  fo  far  towards  the  coaft  as  to  form 
a  communication  with  Lord  Dunmore.  This  Ihews 
how  earneft  the  partizans  were  in  purluing  a  favourite 
fcheme,    at   the   expence  of  honour,   truth,  juflice 

Sind 
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and  mercy;  This  defign  was  framed  by  one  Connel- 
ly, a  native  of  Pennfylvania,  an  acftive,  eriterprizing 
man,  who  appears  to  have  been  well  calculated  for 
any  enterprize  where  villany  and  intrigue  were  necef- 
fary.  Lord  Dun  more  approved  of  his  projedl,  who 
by  this  time  was  ready  to  grafp  at  every  lliadow  of  an 
opportunity  to  gratify  his  revenge  againft  the  Virgini- 
ans. Connelly  having  obtained  his  Lordfhip's  appro- 
bation began  and  carried  on  a  negociation  with  the 
Ohio  Indians,  and  his  friends  among  the  back  fettlers 
upon  the  fubjeft.  Having,  as  he  imagined,  fucceed- 
ed  according  to  his  wifhes,  he  returned  to  Lord  Dun- 
«iore,  who  fent  him  with  the  necelTary  credentials  to 
Boflon  where  he  received  a  commiiTion  from  Gene- 
ral Gage  to  aft  as  Colonel- commandant,  with  aflu- 
rances  of  afliftance  and  fupport,  at  the  time  and  in  the 
manner  appointed.  Promifes  of  this  fort  were  ealiiy 
made,  but  often  when  the  fulfilment  was  required 
difficulties  arofe  which  rendered  them  totally  abor- 
tive. It  was  intended  according  to  this  fcheme,  that 
the  garrifons  which  Great  Britain  had  at  Detroit, 
and  fome  other  parts  of  the  remote  back  fettlements, 
with  their  artillery  and  ammunition,  ihould  be  fubfer- 
vient  to  this  defign,  and  the  adventurer  expected  to 
draw  ^fome  alliltance,  at  leall  of  volunteers  and  offi- 
cers, from,  the  neareft  part  of  Canada,  He  himfelf 
was  to  grant  all  commiffions  to  the  officers,  and  to 
have  the  fupreme  command  of  the  new  forces  in  all 
.things,  and  as  foon  as  they  were  in  condition  he  was 
to  penetrate  through  Virginia  to  meet  Lord  Dun- 
more  at  a  certain  time  in  the  month  of  April,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Alexandria,  upon  the  river  of  Pon- 
towmac,  who  was  to  bring  fuch  a  naval  force,  and 
other  afliftance  as  was  judged  neceifary  for  the  pur- 
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pofe.  It  was  alfo  a  part^  and  no  inconfiderable  one 
of  this  fcheme,  provided  it  had  fuccceded,  to  have 
cut  off  the  communication  betv/een  the  northern  and 
the  fouthern  colonies. 

So  far  had  matters  fucceeded  in  idea,  and  the 
fcheme  had  fomething  of  a  favourable  appearance  in 
it ;  but  then  it  was  not. yet  put  in  execution,  and  the 
praftical  part  of  it  remained  to  be  tried.  Connelly 
with  his  imagination  full  of  new  fchemes,  fet  out  on 
his  expedition,  but  on  his  road  through  Maryland  to 
the  fcene  of  action,  and  when  he  was  fo  far  advanced, 
that  the  worft  feemed  nearly  over,  the  vigilance  or 
fufpicious  temper  of  one  of  the  committees  fruflrated. 
all  his  hopes.  He  was  taken  up  upon  fufpicion  witli 
one  of  his  affociates  who  travelled  along  with  him, 

his  papers  betrayed  every  thing. -Among  thefe  was 

the  general  fcheme  of  the  defign;  a  letter  from  Lord 
Dunmore  to  one  of  the  Indian  chiefs,  with  fuch  other 
authentic  teftimdnies  as  left  nothing  to  be  doubted. 
The  papers  were  publifhed  by  the  congrefs;  and  the; 
undertakers  fent  to  prifon.  As  it  docs  hot  appear 
that  the  loyalists  were  very  lenient  to  thofe  that  dif- 
fered from  them  in  political  opinions  during  the 
fhort  time  of  their  fuperiority  in  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk and  the  adjoining  parts,  fo  now  upon  the  turn 
and  change  of  affairs,  the  obtaining  a  plaufible  fhew 
of  juftice,  under  the  colour  of  retaliation,  afforded 
fuch  a  favourable  opportunity  for  the  practice  of 
fcverity,  and  the  gratification  of  private  pique  and 
natural  malignity  on  the  other  fide,  as  is  nevef 
known  to  be  negle6led  by  any  party  in  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances.  For  though  many  had  taken  Ihelter 
a-board  the  fnips,  a  much  greater  number  remained 
behind,  fome  of  tliem  being  willing  to  run  a  little 
Vol.  IL  E  danger 
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danger  rather  than  abandon  their  property: — others 
hoped  that  their  conducfV  from  its  moderation  would 
bear  an  enquirj/,  and  the  majority  from  their  having 
no  pVofpeft  of  fubfiftence  if  they  quitted  their  homeSy: 
and  an  expetlation  that  their  obfcurity  would  fave 
them  from-  notice.  But  fucli  charges  of  oppreflion,. 
injufcice,  and  cruelty  were  made  on  both  fides  as  are 
ufually  done  in  fuch  cafes. 

In  the  mean  time  the  people  in  the  fleet  were  dif- 
trefied  for  the  want  of  provifions  and  neceffaries  of 
every  fort,  and  were  cut  off  from  every  kind  of  fuc- 
Gour  on  fliore.  This  occafioned  frequent  flcirmifhes 
between  the  armed  fhips  and  boats,  and  the  forces 
that  were  Itation  on  the  coaft,  particularly  at  Nor- 
folk. The  Liverpool  man  of  war  at, length  arrived 
trnm  England  J  a  fiag  was  fent  afnore,  to  put  the 
queftion  whether  they  would  fupply  his  Majefty's  fhips 
with  provifions,  which  being  anfwered  in  the  negative 
and  the  fhips  in  the  harbour  being  continually  annoy- 
ed by  the  lire  of  the  rebels  from  that  part  of  the 
town  that  lay  next  the  water,  it  was  determined  to 
diflodge  them  by  deftroying  it.  Previous  notice  be- 
ing given  to  the  inhabitants  that  they  might  remove 
from  the  danger,  the  liril  day  of  the  new  year  was 
fignalized  by  the  attack,  when  a  violent  cannonade 
from  the  Liverpool  frigate,  two  fioops  of  v/ar,  and 
the  Governor's  armed  fhip  the  Dunmore,  feconded 
by  parties  of  failors,  who  landed  and  fet  fire  to  the 
neareft  hcufes,.  loon  produced  the  defired  effedl,  and 
the  whole  town  was  reduced  to  afhes.  Thf^re  were 
at  that  time  various  accounts  concerning  the  burning 
of  Norfolk;  the  loyalills  affirmed  that  the  rebels 
burnt  a  great  part  of  it  themfcives,  and  they  on  the 
other  hand  throv/  the  whole  of  the  charge  upon  Lord 

Dunmoie 
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Dunmore  and  the  King's  friends.  From  a  Gazette 
publifned  in  the  governor's  fliip,  whither  he  hid  re- 
moved the  printing  prefs,  it  appears  that  it  was  only 
intended  to  deftroy  that  part  of  the  town  which  inoil 
annoyed  the  fhips,  but  Lord  Dunmore's  Gazettes  are 
not  to  be  confidered  of  much  more  credit  than  the 
accounts  of  the  Virginians.  Whoever  was. the  author 
of  this  cataftrophe,  it  is  certain  that  the  town  was  con- 
fumed  to  afiies  in  this  Unfortunate  contefi:.  When  a 
fire  is  once  kindled,  it  is  not  eafy  to  prelcribe  limits 
to  its  progrefs,  or  to  determine  by  what  accidents  it 
may  be  extended  beyond  the  bounds  that  may  be  de- 
figned  by  thofe  who  kindled  it  at  firft.  On  this  oc- 
cafion  a  few  of  thofe  who  landed  were  killed,  as  alfo 
fome  of  the  townfmen  and  the  provincials. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  town  of  Nor- 
folk, the  moft  confiderable  for  commerce  of  any  town 
in  the  colony^  and  fo  growing  and  flourifhing  was  it 
before  thefe  unhappy  troubles,  that  in  the  two  years 
from  1773  to  1775,  the  rents  of  the  houfes  encreafed 

from  8,oool.  to    io,oool.  a  year. The  whole  lofs 

was  eftimated  at  above  300,000!. Though   Lord 

Dunmore  might  think  he  had  jufl:  reafons  for  what  he 
'did  on  this  occafion,  and  might  probably  plead  necef- 
fity  for  this  mealure,  it  was  undoubtedly  a  grievous 
office,  as  well  as  an  odious  tafk  for  a  governor,  to  be 
himfelf  a  principal  aftor  in  burning  and  deftroy ing  the 
"beft  tov/n  in  his  s-overnment.  The  rebels,  after  this 
difmal  tranfadlion,  attempted  to  cut  off  .every  refource 
from  the  fhips,  and  partly  to  punifh  the  friends  of  go- 
vernment, burnt  and  deftroyed  all  the  plantations 
within  reach  of  the  water,  and  obliged  the  people  to 
remove  with  their  cattle,  provifions,  and  proiitable 
effefts  farther  into  the  country, 

E  0.  '  Th^. 
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The  fituation  of  other  governors  in  America  was 
not  more  eligible  than  that  of  Lord  Dunmore. — Lord 
William  Campbell  in  South  Carolina,  having  as  they 
faid,  entered  into  a  negociation  with  the  Indians  for 
coming  in  to  fupport  government  in  that  province  j 
and  having  alfo  liicceeded  in  exciting  a  number  of 
thofe  back  fettlers,  who  are  diflinguifhed  in  the  Ca- 
rolina ftile  by  the  name  of  regulators,  to  efpoufe 
the  caufe,  the  difcovery  of  thofe  meafures  before 
they  were  ripe  for  execution,  occafionedfuch  a  tu- 
mult among  the  people,  that  he  thought  it  neceflary 
to  retire  from  Charleftown  on  board  a  fhip  of  war  in 
the  river,  from  whence  he  returned  no  more  to  the 
feat  of  his  government.  It  is  fomewhat  flrange  that 
thefe  governors  fhould  have  had  fo  little  regard  paid 
them,  and  fo  little  authority  in  thefe  provinces,  as 
in  none  of  them  to  ha,ve  a  majority  of  the  people  up- 
on their  fide.  They  muft  certainly  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly unpopular  in  former  times,  and  ruled  with 
rigour  in  their  governments,  otherwife  it  could  never 
have  jiappened  that  the  general  voice  of  the  people 

would  have  been  fo  univerfaily  againft  them. To 

prevent  any  ill  effeds  from  Campbell's  negociation^ 
Mr.  Drayton,  who  was  judge  of  the  fuperior  court, 
and  one  of  the  moft  leading  men  in  the  colony,  march- 
ed with  a  ftrong  armed  force  to  the  back  fettlements, 
"where  a  treaty  was  concluded  between  him  and  the 
leaders  of  the  regulators,  in  which  the  differences 
between  them  were  attributed  to  mifinformation  and 
mifunderftanding  of  each  other's  views  and  defigns, 
and  a  tendernefs  of  confcience  on  the  parts  of  the  lat- 
ter, \vhich  prevented  their  figning  the  afTociations,  or 
J3urfuing  any  meafures  againfl:  government;'  but  as 
they  were   engaged   neither  by  word  or  ad   to   im- 

•  pede 
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pede  or  contravene  fuch  proceedings  as  fhoiild"  be 
adopted  and  purfued  by  the  province  in  general,  nor 
give  any  information,  aid,  or  afliftance,  to  any  Britilh 
troops  as  fliould  at  any  time  arrive  in  it ;  fo  they 
were  to  be  entirely  free  in  their  conduct,  otherwife  to 
enjoy  a  fafe  neutrality,  and  to  fuffer  no  moleftation 
for  their  not  taking  an  aftive  pare  in  the  prefent  trou- 
bles. It  is  probable  that  the  report  of  Lord  William 
Campbell's  misfortune,  and  the  force  under  Mr.  Dray- 
ton, prevailed  more  with  thefe  regulators  than  any 
principles  of  juftice  and  moderation.  They  found  that 
their  fchemes  were  difcovered,  and  they  wanted  to 
colour  them  in  the  beft  manner  they  could.  It  was 
prudent  in  Mr.  Drayton  to  make  this  agreement,  and 
thereby  free  himfelf  and  the  colony  from  a  war 
which  muft  have  greatly  embarraffed  them  on  this 
occafion. 

The  government  of  the  province  was  now  lodged 
in  the  council  of  fafety,  confiding  of  thirteen  perfons, 
with  the  occafit>nal  affillance  of  a  committee  of  ninety 
one.  As  they  were  informed  that  an  armament  was 
preparing  in  England,  which  was  particularly  intend- 
ed againft  the  colony,  no  means  were  left  untried  for 
its  defence,  in  difciplining  the  forces,  procuring  arms 
and  gunpowder,  and  particularly  in  fortifying  and  fe- 
curing  Charlcftown.  Smilar  meafures  were  purfued 
in  North  Carolina,  with  only  this  difference — Gover- 
nor Martin  was  more  ad:ive  and  vigorous  in  his  pro- 
ceedings, but  attended  with  as  little  fuccefs  as  the 
other  governors.  The  provincial  congrefs,  committees, 
and  governors,  were  in  a  continual  Hate  of  the  moft 
violent  warfare.  Upon  a  number  of  charges,  parti- 
cularly of  fomenting  a  civil  war,  and  exciting  an  in- 
furreftion   among  the  negroes,  he  was  declared  an 

enemy 
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«nemy  to  America  in  general,  and  to  that  colony  in 
particular,  and  all  peribns  forbidden  to  hold  any  com- 
munication with  "him.  Thefe  declarations  he  anfwer- 
ed  with  a  proclamation  of  an  uncommon  length  which 
the  provincial  congrefs  refolved  to  be  a  falfe,  fcanda- 
lous,  fcurrilous,  malicious,  and  feditious  libel,  and  or- 
dered it  to  be  burnt  by  the  hand  of  the  common  hang- 
man. 

The  governor  had  a  palace  at  Newburn,  which 
he  now  fortified  with  an  expectation  that  by  means  of 
the  back  fcttlers  and  the  Scotch  inhabitants,  as  well 
as  the  Highland  emigrants,  which  were  numerous  in 
the  province,  he  would  be  able  to  raife  a  large  force 
and  make  a  confiderable  diverfion.  But  the  watch- 
ful eye  of  jealoufy,  which  feldom  fuffers  the  fmalleft 
hints  given  by  an  enemy,  to  efcape  an  interpretation, 
perceived  the  defigens  of  the  governor.  Before  his 
defign  could  be  cfFeded,  the  moving  of  fome  cannon 
Hirred  up  fuch  a  commotion  among  the  people,  that 
he  found  it  neceflary  to  abandon  his  palace,  and  to 
retire  on  board  a  floop  of  war  in  Cape  Fear  river. — 
The  people  upon  this  occafion  difcovered  powder 
fhot,  ball,  and  various  miliitary  fiores  and  implements 
that  had  been  buried  in  the  palace,  garden,  and  yards. 
This  ferved  to  enflamed  them  exceedingly,  every  man 
confidering  it  as  if  it  had  been  a  plot  againft  himfelf  in 
particular.  In  other  refpefts  the  province  followed 
the  example  of  their  neighbours  in  South  Carolina,  by 
eftabliHiing  a  council  and  committee  of  fafety,  with 
other  fubftitutes  for  a  regular  and  permanent  govern- 
ment. They  alfo  purfued  the  fame  method  of  provid- 
ing for  defence,  of  raifing,  arming,  and  fupporting 
forces,  and  of  training  the  militia,  and  fhewed  equal 
vigour  anci  readmefs   in    all  their  proceedings.     The 

provincial 
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provincial  congrefs  publifhed  an  addrefs  to  the  in  ha- 
bitants, of  the  fanne  nature  with  feveral  others  that 
have  been  mentioned,  containing  the  ftrongeft  expref- 
fions  of  loyalty  and  affedtion,  and  declaring  an  earneit 
defire  of  reconciliation.  Such  were  the  proceedings 
in  the  fouthern  colonies  during  this  feafonj — but  we 
muft  now  return  to  the  proceedings  in  Maflachufetts- 
Bay,  and  particularly  of  the  arnaies  in  and  about  Bof- 
ton. 

General  Gage  having  returned  to  England  the  be- 
gining  of  October,  the  connmand  in  chief  devolved 

upon  General  Howe. This  officer  foon  after  his 

taking  upon  him  the  command  iffued  a  proclamation, 
by  which  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as  attempted  to  quic 
the  town  without  licence,,  were  condemned  to  mili- 
tary execution,  if  detected  and  taken,  and  if  they 
efcaped,  to  be  proceeded  againft  as  traitors,  and  their 

efFefts  to  be  forfeited. By  another  proclamation, 

fuch  as  obtained  permifiion  to  leave  the  town,  were 
by  fevere  penalties  excluded  from  carrying  more  than 
a  fmall  fpeciiied  fum  of  money  along  with  them.  He 
aifo  enjoined  figningand  entering  into  an  affociation, 
by  which  the  remaining  inhabitants  offered  their  per- 
fons  for  the  defence  of  the  town,  and  fuch  of  them 
as  he  approved  of  were  to  be  armed,  formed  into 
companies,  and  were  to  be  inllrufted  in  military  ex- 
ercifes  and  dicipline,  the  remainder  being  obliged  to 
pay  their  quotas  in  money  towards  the  common  de- 
fence. 

The  limited  time  for  which  the  foldiers  in  the  pro- 
vincial army  before  Boflon  v/ere  inlifted,  was  near 
about  expired,  and  it  was  neceffary  thatfome  meafures 
fliouid  be  taken  for  fupplying  their  place.  A  com- 
inittee  of  the  general  congrefs,,  confifdng  of  feme  of 

the 
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the  molt  refpe6table  members,  were  fent  thither  to 
take  the  neceflary  meafures,  in  conjunftion  with  Ge- 
neral Waihiiigton,  for  keeping  it  from  difbariding. — 
This  was  a  work  of  fmall  difficulty,  for  the  whole  ar- 
my enlifted  for  a  year  to  come,  for  certain.  Of  all 
the  difficulties  which  the  Americans  met  in  attempts 
towards  eflablilhing  a  military  force,  nothing  affeded 
them  fo  grievoufly,  or  was  fo  hard  to  remedy  as  gun- 
powder. For  though  they  ufed  the  utmoft  diligence 
in  collecting  nitre,  and  all  the  other  parts  of  the 
manufa6bure,  the  refource  from  their  indufby  was  flow 
and  with  regard  to  any  ronfiderable  effedl  it  was  dif- 
tant.  They  had  not  yet  opened  that  commerce,  nor 
entered  into  thofe  meafures  with  foreign  ftates,  which 
have  fince  procured  them  a  fupply  of  military  ftores. 
The  fcarcity  of  powder  was  fo  great,  that  it  was  faid 
the  troops  at  Bunkers-hill  had  not  a  fingle  charge  left 
at  the  end  of  that  iliort  engagement  ^  and  it  is  alfo  faid 
by  fome  that  the  weaknefs  of  the  army  before  Bof- 
ton  in  that  refpe6t  was  at  one  time  fo  great,  that  no- 
thing but  General  Howe's  ignorance  of  that  circum- 
ftance  could  have  faved  them  from  being  difperfed 
and  ruined.  They  left  nothing  undone  to  fupply  that 
defeft,  and  among  other  temporary  expedients  had 
contrived  to  purchafe  without  notice  or  fufpicion  all 
the  powder  upon  the  African  coaft,  and  plundered 
the  magazines  in  the  ifland  of  Bermuda  of  about  100 
barrels,  which  was  carried  off,  as  was  pretended^ 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  inhabitants. 

While  plundering,  threatening,  and  hoftility  was 
confiiantly  carried  on  upon  the  fea  coaft,  the  town  of 
Falmouth  in  the  northern  part  of  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
was  doomed  to  fhare  in  the  calamities  which  were 
difpenfed  to  Norfolk  in  Virginia,   upon  Odober  18, 

on 
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on  account  of  fome  violence  or  mifbehaviour  relative 
to  the  loading  of  a  mad  fhip,  drew  the  vengeance  of 
the  Admiral  on  that  ftation  upon  this  devoted  place, 
and  occaHoned  an  order  for  its  deftruclion. 

The  officers  who  commanded  the  fhips  upon  that 
occafion,  gave  two  hours  previous  notice  to  the  inha- 
bitants to  provide  for  their  fafety,  and  this  time  was 
further  enlarged  till  next  morning,  under  the  cover  of 
a  negociation  for  delivering  their  artillery  and  fmall 
arms  at  the  price  of  faving  the  town.  This  however 
they  refufed  to  comply  with,  but  had  made  ufe  of  the 
intermediate  time  in  removing  as  many  of  their  effects 
as  they  could  procure  carriages  for,  or  as  the  darknefs 
and  the  confufion  of  the  night  would  admit.' 

About  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  a  cannonade 
was  begun  and  continued  with  little  intermiffion  thro' 
the  day.  About  3000  fliot,  befides  bombs  and  car- 
cafesi  were  thrown  into  the  town,  and  the  failors 
landed  to  compleat  the  deftru(^ion,  but  v/ere  repul- 
led  with  the  lofs  of  a  few  men.  The  principal  pare 
of  the  town  which  lay  next  the  water,  confiding  of 
about  130  dwelling  houfes,  278  ilores,  and  warehoufes, 
with  a  large  new  church,  a  new  handfome  court- 
houfe,  with  the  public  library,  were  reduced  to  allies; 
about  100  of  the  worft  houfes  being  favoured  by  their 
fituation  and  diftance,  efcaped  deftruction,  though  noc 
without  damage.  Tho'  the  fettlements  in  this  quar- 
ter were  new,  being  moftly  eftabliflied  fince  the  lafi: 
war,  this  fmall  town  was  amazingly  thriving,  being 
fituated  on  a  fine  harbour,  and  having  a  very  confider- 
able  trade,  fo  that  it  was  computed  to  contain  about 
600  families,  though  little  more  than  one-third  of  that 
number  of  dwelling-houfes.  The  burning  of  churches 
and  libraries  is  a  new  fpecies  of  warfare,  left  to  the 
Vol.   II.  F  improvement 
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rin^rovement  of  this  polite  age  to  be  pradifed  by  s 
people  who  boail  of  their  civilization,  humanity  and 
politenels.  In  the  moft  barbarous  ages,  churches, 
colleges,  and  feminariesof  learning,  were  held  facred 
hy  all  parties,  and  it  was  never  known,  that  either  in 
the  civil  wars  or  in  any  foreign  ones  that  Englifhmen 
waged  war  with  learning  and  religion.  This  fpecies 
of  warfare  was  left  to  ditgrace  the  prefent  age,  and 
to  be  handed  down  as  a  reproach  to  the  government 
bf  Britain  to  the  lateft  pofterity. 

The  deftrudlion  of  Falmouth  provoked  the  congrefs 
to  the  laft  degree,  and  probably  pufhed  on  the  afTem- 
h\j  of  Mallachufetts-Bay  to  the  daring  meafure  of 
granting  letters  of  marque  and  reprifals,  and  eftablifli- 
Ing  courts  of  admiralty  for  the  trial  and  condemnation 
of  Britilli  fhips.  In  this  law  they  declare  an  intention 
"of  only  defending  the  coafts  and  navigation  of  Ame- 
rica, extending  the  power  of  capture  only  to  fuch 
fhips  as  fhculd  be  employed  in  bringing  fupplies  to 
the  armies  em.plc-yed  againfc  them.  From  this  time 
they  did  all  that  was  in  their  power  to  feize  fuch  fhips 
as  brought  fupplies  to  the  troops. 

During  the  courfe  of  the  fummer,  articles  of  confe- 
deration and  perpetual  union  between  the  feveral  co- 
lonies which  were  already  affociated,  with  liberty  of 
adminion  to  thofe  of  Quebec,  St.  John's,  Nova  Sco- 
tia, the  two  Floridas  and  Bermudas,  containing  rules 
for  their  general  government  in  peace  and  war,  both 
with  relpeft  to  foreigners  and  each  other,  were  drawn 
up  by  the  general  ccngrefs,  and  by  them  tranfmitted 
to  their  difierent  colonies  for  the  infpeftion  and  confi- 
deration  of  their  refpe6live  affemblies.  If  thefe  arti- 
cles met  with  their  approbation,  they  were  to  empower 
■their  delegates  to  the  enluing  congrefs  to  ratify  and 

confirm 
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confirm  them;  and  from  that  time  the  union  which 
they  elldblifl^ed  was  to  continue  firm  until  (befid^s  a 
redrefs  ofgrieva-Rces)  reparation  was  made  for  thelolTes 
iullained  by  Bollon,  for  the  burning  of  CharlePiown, 
for  the  expences  of  the  warj  and  until  the  Britilli 
troops  were  withdrawn  from  America:— When  thcfe 
events  took  place,  the  colonies  fhould  return  to  their 
former  connexions  and  friendihip with  Great  Britain; 
but  on  failure  thereof,  the  confederation  was  to  be 
perpetual. 

The  people  in  general  were  not  however,  fuffici- 
ently  provoked,  nor  their  affedions  and  prejudices 
fufficiently  broken,  to  accede  to  a  confederacy,  though 
conditionally  ira'iied  and  worded,  which  yet  led  to  a 
total  feparation  from  th-e  mother  country.  For  thou2;h 
they  had  taken  up  arms  and  oppofed  the  governmienr, 
yet  ftili  it  was  general,  under  the  hop^  of  obtaining^ 
ihereby  a  redrefs  of  grievances;  a>nd  that  being  the 
more  near  and  agreeable  objed:,  they  would  not  wil- 
lingly look  to  any  thing  further,  efpecially  to  one  fo 
dreadful  as  a  total  feparation.  It  required  more  time 
in  the  contemplation  of  real  or  fuppofed  injuries^  and 
in  contemplation  of  future  ones,  together  with  frefh 
and  conftant  fources  of  irritation,  to  arrive  at  that  ha- 
bit of  hatred  and  vexation,  which  was  neceirary  to 
break  ties  of  fo  long  a  continuance,  and  to  render  i'o 
fiew  an  idea  familiar. 

When  the  autumn  approached,  and  the  appearance 
of  plenty  gave  the  colonifts  ground  to  con^'eclure  what 
niight  be  fpared  out  of  the  abundance  of  a  plentiful 
harveft,  it  was  refolved  by  the  congrefs  that  if  the  lace 
reftraining  laws  were  not  repealed  v.'ithin  fix  months 
from  the  20th  of  July,  on  which  they  commanded  that 
the  cuftom-houfes  fnould  be  every  v/here  fhut  up,  and 

F  a  their 
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their  ports  from  that  time  to  be  open  to  every  ftate  in 
Europe  which  would  admit  and  protect  their  com- 
merce, free  of  all  duties,  and  for  every  kind  of  com- 
modity excepting  only  teas  and  the  merchandize  of 
Great-Britain  and  her  dependencies.  And  the  more 
to  encourage  foreigners  to  trade  with  them,  they 
pafled  a  refolution  that  they  would  to  the  utmoft  of 
their  power  maintain  andfupport  fuch  freedom  of  com- 
merce for  two  years  certain,  after  its  commencement, 
notwithftanding  any  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain, 
and  as  much  longer  as  the  prefent  obnoxious  laws 
ihould  continue.  They  alfo  immediately  fufpendcd 
the  non-importation  agreement  in  favour  of  all  fhips 
that  Ihould  bring  gun-powder,  nitre,  fulphur,  good 
mufl<ets  fitted  with  bayonets,  or  brafs  field  pieces,  fuch 
lliips  to  be  freighted  in  return  with  the  full  value  of 
their  cargoes. 

About  the  clofe  of  the  year,  the  general  congrefs 
publifhed  a  declaration  as  an  anfwer  to  the  royal  pro- 
clamation for  fuppreffing  rebellion  and  fedition,  which 
was  ifTued  at  Sr.  James's  on  the  twenty-third  of  Au- 
guft.  In  this  declaration  they  denied  the  charges  of 
forgetting  their  allegiance,  of  treafon  and  rebellion, 
and  took  particular  notice  of  the  dangerous  tendency 
and  indifcriininate  nature  of  a  claufe  prohibiting, 
under  the  fevereft  penalties,  the  carrying  on  of  any 
correfpondence   from    England   v/ith  any  perfons   in 

rebellion,  or  the  aiding  or  abettins;  of  fuch. But 

not  content  with  critical  obfervations,  they  conclude' 
with  a  declaration  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  uni- 
ted colonies,  that  whatever  punilhment  Ihall  be  in- 
fli(fled  upon  any  perfon  in  the  power  of  their  ene- 
mies, for  favouring,  aiding  or  abetting  the  caufe  of 
American  liberty,  would  be  retaliated   in   the  fame 

kind 
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kind  and  the  fame  degree  upon  thele  in  their  power, 
who  have  favoured,  aided,  or  abetted,  or  Ihould  fa- 
vour or  abet  the  fyftem  of  minifterial  opprefllon. 

We  fhall  leave  for  awhile  the  political  manceuvres 
of  both  fides,  and  give  a  more  particular  account  of 
the  armies  v/ithin  and  about  Bofton. 

By  the  delays  and  misfortunes  which  the  tranfports 
and  vi6luallers  from  England  and  Ireland  experi- 
enced, our  forces  in  Bofton  were  reduced  to  great  dif- 
trefs.  What  added  to  thefe  affiiftions  which  they  al- 
ready fufFered,  was  the  mortification  that  they  had  of 
feeing  feveral  velTels  which  were  laden  v;ith  necelTaries 
and  comforts  of  life,  taken  in  the  very  entrance  of 
the  harbour  j  v/hilft  different  circumftances  of  tide, 
wind,  or  fituation,  difabled  the  fliips  of  Vv'ar  from  pre- 
venting the  mifchief.  The  lofs  of  moft  of  the  coal 
fhips  was  feverely  felt,  as  fewel  could  not  be  procured, 
and  the  climate  rendered  that  article  indifpenfible. 
The  miferable  inhabitants  were  ftill  in  a  more  deplo- 
rable condition.  Detained  againft  their  will,  cut  off 
from  all  intercourfe  with  their  friends,  expofed  to  all 
the  confequences  of  that  contempt  and  averfion,  with 
which  a  great  part  of  them  were  regarded  by  the  fol- 
diers,  and  at  the  fame  time  in  want  of  every  necelTary 
of  life.  Grievous  however  as  this  fituation  was,  it 
ferved  as  a  fort  of  refuge  to  thofe  who  were  either 
zealous  in  favour  of  the  king's  government,  or  fo  dif- 
fatisfied  with  the  new  ftate  of  things  that  they  could 
no  longer  live  with  comfort,  fome  of  them  hardly 
with  fafety  in  their  own  homes. 

It  was  nov/  greatly  dreaded  that  the  military  ftores 
would  fail,  and  fait  provifions  at  laft  grew  fcarce. — 
The  troops  at  Bunkers-hill  fuffered  great  hardfliips, 
being  obliged  to  lye  in  tents  all  the  winter  under  the 

driving 
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driving  fnows,  and  expofed  to  the  almod  intolerable 
winds  of  the  climate  in  that  iealbn,  which,  with  the 
flricl  and  confta.nt  duty,  occafioned  by  the  ftrength  and 
nearnefs  of  the  enerny,  rendered  that  fervice  exceed- 
ingly fevere  both  to  the  private  men  ^nd  the  officers. 
Many  and  various  .attempts  were  made  to  remedy  and 
ieffen  fome  of  the  wants  that  now  prevailed  in  the  ar- 
my. That  of  firing,  which  was  moll  immediately  and 
intolerably  preffing,  v.'as  in  fome  meafure  relived  by' 
the  deftrudion  of  houfes.'  It  muil  undoubtedly  have 
been  a  bitter  refledion  to  men  of  any  feelings  to  think 
of  the  caufe  of  pulling  down  the  dwellings  and  habi- 
tations of  their  own  brethren  and  friends,  to  fupply  the 
necefilty  of  wants  created  by  yielding  obedience  to  an 
authority  which  the  conftitution  never  had  nor  could 
eive  anv  fanftion.  Severe  affliiftions  brouoht  on  in 
the  courfe  of  providence,  in  which  men  have  them- 
felves  no  adive  hand,  may  be  borne  with  patience 
and  fortitude,  in  hopes  of  better  things ;  but  when 
men  rufli  wilfully  into  miferies,  by  puifuing  either 
doubtful  or  manifeftly  bad  meafures,  refieftion  adds 
much  to  their  fuffcrinp-s.  The  commander  in  chief, 
who  had  in  the  Britilb  fenate  declared  his  opinion 
concerning  this  unjuft  and  ruinous  war,  could  not  but 
feel  the  pangs  of  remorie,  in  being  now  a  chief  agent 
in  bringing  miferies  both  upon  himfelf  and  his  fellow 
iubjefts.  When  the  ideas  of  honour  and  heroifm  are 
direflly  oppofed  to  juftice  and  confcience,  they  will 
be  found  wanting  in  their  influence  to  fupport  a  man 
jn  extreme  diftrefs,  provided  he  has  the  fmalleft  de- 
gree of  fenfibility. 

The  attempts  made  to  procure  provifions  were  not 
atrcndcd  w.th  great  ilicceis.  Some  veliels  were  fent 
ro  Barbadjcs  to  procure  what  could  be  had  of  fuch 

neccflaries 
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neceflaries  as  the  ifland  afForded,  and  by  the  affifrance 
of  the  governor,  a  very  moderate  quantity  was  ob- 
tained j  and  it  was  fiippofed,  and  not  without  reafon, 
that  had  the  matter  been  fully  known,  they  would  not 
have  fucceeded  fo  well  as  ihey  did.  Thefe  iOanders 
being  now  cut  off  from  their  ufual  refources,  and 
having,  as  they  faid,  a  famine  llaring  them  in  the  face, 
with  80,000  blacks  and  20,000  white  people  to 
feed,  and  no  fufficient  (lock  in  hand,  nor  any  cer- 
tain fupply  in  profped,  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  fpare 
much  for  the  relief  of  the  army  at  Bofton.  The  con- 
duct of  the  governor  was  loudly  complained  of,  and 
cccalioned  a  direct  addrefs  to  the  king  from  the  af- 
fembly,  fetting  forth,  in  a  detail,  their  ov/n  melancholy 
fituation,  and  imprudence  of  the  condutt  of  the 
governor. 

As  neceiTity  is  one  of  thofe  laws  which  roufes  the 
human  faculties  to  invention,  andmiakes  men  try  every 
poiTible  meafures  to  relieve themfelves,  another  fcheme 
was  fallen  upon  to  fupply  the  troops  with  provifions 
and  necelTIiries.  A  detachment  of  marines,  with  an 
armed  fhip  and  fome  tranfports,  were  fent  to  Sa- 
vannah in  Georgia,  with  a  view,  as  the  event  feemed 
to  declare,  of  obtaining  cargoes  of  rice  and  other  pro- 
vifions, either  by  force  or  otherwife.  The  militia 
therefore  betook  to  their  arms,  and  would  not  per- 
mit them  to  land,  nor  the  fnip  to  hold  any  corref- 
pundencc  with  the  fhore.  In  the  courfe  of  the  de- 
bate which  arofe  upon  this  occafion,  fome  ofHcers 
belonging  to  the  colony  were  feized  and  detained  on 
board  the  fliips,  and  their  releafe  being  haughtily  re- 
fufed,  and  other  provoking  circi.MP,fl:ances  occurring  en 
both  fides,  fome  batteries  were  f[)cedily  erected  by  the 
militia  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and   an  engagement 

v/ith 


4^  HISTORY    OF  A.  D.  1776. 

with  cannon  and  fmall  arnns  took  place,  in  which  fome 
blood  was  fpilr,  and  feven  loaded  veflels  belonging  to 
the  colony,  and  which  the  commanders  of  the  King's 
armed  veiTels  by  fome  coUufions  with  the  captains 
and  owners,  had  got  pofieffion  of  and  whofe  cargoes 
would  have  effeftually  anfwered  their  purpofe,  were 
defignedly  burnt  in  the  conflift. 

In  this  ftate  of  matters  with  the  King's  forces  the 
provincials  before  Boftori  were  well  covered,  and  well 
fupported  in  their  lines.  They  waited  with  the  great- 
eft  anxiety  the  fetting  in  of  the  froft,  which  in  that 
part  of  the  world  fetts  in  about  Chriftmas,  a:nd  gene- 
rally covers  the  harbour  and  all  the  adjoining  rivers 
and  creeks  with  a  furface  of  folid  ice.  They  found-- 
ed  their  great  hopes  upon  this  as  a  moft  powerful  af- 
fiftant,  by  whofe  aid  they  had  not  only  extended  their 
views  to  the  recovery  of  the  town,  but  to  the  feizure 
and  deftrudion  of  the  fleet,  as  well  as  of  the  land  for- 
ces. 

The  opennefs  and  mildnefs  of  the  winter  difappoint- 
ed  thofe  fanguine  hopes;  for  the  weather  v/as  uncom- 
monly mild,  and  the  frofts  had  none  of  thofe  efFefts 
which  they  fanguinely  expefted.  Their  expe6lation^ 
probably  had  fome  influence  upon  their  operations, 
and  their  continuing  more  quiet  than  they  otherwife 
would  have  done.  The  arrival  of  a  copy  of  the  King's 
fpeech,  with  an  account  of  the  fate  of  the  petition 
from  the  continental  congrefs,  is  reported  to  have  ex- 
cited the  greateft  degree  of  rage  and  indignation, 
amongftthem;  as  an  evidence  of  their  indignation, 
they  burnt  his  Majefty's  fpeech  publicly  in  the  camp, 
and  on  this  occaflon  they  changed  thfeir  colours  from 
a  plain  red  ground  which  they  had  hitherto  ufed,  to  a 
flag  with  thirteen  ftripes,  as  a  fymbol  of  the  union  and 
number  of  the  colonies.  Some 
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Some  vefTels  at  length  arrived  at  Bofton  from  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  which  in  feme  meafure  alleviated  the 
ditlrefies  of  the  king's  forces  both  in  the  town  and 
the  camp  ;  and  though  the  winter  was  nor  fo  fevere  as 
to  anfwer  the  expectation  of  the  provincials,  the  cli- 
mate had  fo  much  influence  as  to  make  both  parties 
fond  of  their  eafc,  to  check  the  fpirit  of  enterprize, 
and  to  prevent  the  effiifion  of  blood  3  fo  that  for  near 
three  months  an  univerfal  quiet  prevailed. 

During  this  ftate  of  affairs,  the  American  cruizers 
and  privateers,  though  exceedingly  poor  and  con- 
temptible, being  for  mod  part  no  better  than  whale- 
boats,  grew  daily  more  numerous  and  fuccefsful 
againft  the  tranfports  and  ftore-fhips,  and  among  a 
number  of  other  prizes,  had  the  fortune  of  taking 
one  which  gave  a  new  colour  to  their  military  opera- 
tions. This  was  an  ordnance  Ihip  from  Woolwich, 
which  had  feparated  from  her  convoy,  and  being 
herfelf  of  no  force,  was  taken  without  any  defence  by 
a  fm.all  privateer.  This  veffel  contained,  befides  a 
fmall  mortar  upon  a  new  conftruftion,  feveral  pieces 
of  fine  brafs  tannon,  a  large  quantity  of  fmall  arms 
and  ammunition,  with  ail  manner  of  tools,  utenfils,  and 
machines  neceflfary  for  camps,  and  artillery  in  the 
greateft  abundance.  The  lofs  of  this  ihip  was  much 
refented  in  England,  and  occafioned  fome  fevere  re- 
fledlions  upon  the  admiralty,  both  within  andv/ithout 
doors,  for  hazarding  a  cargo  of  fuch  value  and  im- 
portance in  a  defenceiefs  veffel.  This  fliip  and  cargo 
gave  new  flrength  to  the  provihtials,  and  furniflied 
them  with  many  things  tliey  flood  much  in  need  of. 
Befides,  it  gave  them  frefh  fp'irits  when  they  per- 
ceived what  they  could  do  by  properly  exerting  their 
ftrength,  and  the  natural  powers  and  opportunities 
toL  IL  G  which 
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which  Providence  had  given  them.  Thefe  fuccefies 
by  Tea  made '  them  more  attentive,  and  caufed  them 
in  all  quarters  to  keep  a  fharp  look  out,  while  the 
king's  fleet  were  through  neceffity  confined  to  the 
harbour  of  Bofton.  It  indeed  highly  provoked  and 
chagrined  the  army  in  the  town  and  on  Bunker's- 
Hill,  to  fee  provifions  and  other  neceffaries  juft  taken 
from  them  before  their  eyes,  and  when  their  hopes 
were  at  the  height  of  expeclarion  of  poflefling  them. 
Notwithflanding  thefe  fevere  difappointments,  the 
town  and  camp  remained  quiet  and  unmolefted  by  the 
enemy  until  the  end  of  February. 

When  all  things  feemed  perfe6lly  calm  on  both 
fides,  the  tranquility  of  Bofton  was  on  the  beginning 
of  March  unexpe6ledly  difturbed,  by  fome  fudden  and 
imexpefted  movements  on  the  fide  of  the  colonifts. 
This  was  laid  to  be  occafioned  by  the  Congrefs  re- 
ceiving intelligence  of  the  prohibitory  afts,  and  of 
hiring  foreign  troops  -,  upon  this  information,  they 
immediately  dilpatched  inftrudions  to  General  Wafh- 
ington,  totally  to  change  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the 
war,  and  to  bring  the  affair  at  Bofton  to  the  fpeedieil 
decifion  that  was  poiTible,  in  order  that  the  army 
might  be  difengaged,  and  at  liberty  to  oppofe  the 
new  dangers  with  which  they  were  threatened. — 
Whatever  might  be  the  reafon  of  this  fudden  altera- 
tion of  affairs,  a  battery  v/as  opened  at  a  place  called 
Phipps's  Farm,  near  the  fide  of  the  water,  on  the 
niglit  of  the  2d  of  March,  from  whence  a  fevere  bom- 
bardment and  cannonade  was  carried  on  againft  the 
town,  and  repeated  on  the  enfuing  nights.  This 
greatly  alarmed  the  army  in  the  town,  and  all  hands 
were  bufily  employed  in  quenching  fires,  and  extin- 
guilhing  the  flames  of  houles,  the  ufual  attendants  of 

luch 
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fuch  attacks.  While  they  were  employed  in  this  fort 
of  exercife,  they  faw  with  inexpreffible  furprize,  on 
the  morning  of  the  5th  of  March,  fome  confiderable 
works  appear  on  the  other  fide  of  the  town  upon  the. 
heio:hts  of  Dorchefter  Points,  which  had  been  erefted 
in  the  preceding  night,  and  from  whence  a  twenty- 
four  pounder  and  a  bomb  battery  were  foop  after 
opened.  Some  Britifh  officers  who  were  prefent  con- 
feffed  that  the  expedition  with  which  thefe  works 
were  thrown  up,  with  their  fudden  and  unexpected 
appearance,  recalled  to  their  minds  thofe  wonderful 
ftories  of  enchantment  and  inviiible  agency,  which 
are  fo  frequent  in  the  eaftern  romances.  They 
were  ready  to  imagine  they  had  got  into  fairy  land, 
where  fpiritual  agency  is  fuppofed  to  fupply  the  place 
of  bodily  exertions.  They  could  not  however  but 
confider,  that  they  were  now  dealing  with  a  people 
who  were  in  earneft,  and  who  were  not  inferior  to 
themfelves  in  induftry,  to  fupport  the  caufe  they  were 
engaged  in.  Both  the  art  and  the  indultry  of  the  co- 
lonifts  began  now  to  be  alarming  to  our  troops  ;  they 
perceived  that  the  men  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  defpife  as  cowards  and  poltroons,  were  now  their 
equals,  if  not  their  fuperiors,  both  in  application  and 
intrepidity.  The  fituationof  our  army  was  now  very 
critical.  The  new  works,  along  with  thofe  which  it 
is  evident  would  foon  be  conftrucled  on  fome  neigh- 
bouring hills,  would  command  the  town  and  a  confi- 
derable part  of  the  harbour  and  beach,  from  whence 
an  embarkation  mud  take  place  in  the  event  of  a  re- 
treat, and  render  the  cominunication  between  the 
troops  in  the  works  at  Bofton  Neck  and  the  main 
body,  difficult  and  dangerous. 

G  2  In 
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In  thefe  circumftances,  no  alternative  remained  but 
to  abandon  the  town,  or  diflodge  the  enemy,  and  de- 
ftroy  the  new  works.  General  Howe  adopted  the 
latter,  and  took  the  neceffary  meafures  for  the  em- 
barkation on  that  very  evening  for  five  regiments, 
with  the  light  infantry  and  grenadiers,  upon  a  fervice 
which  the  whole  army  muft  of  courfe  have  ultimately 
been  engaged  in.  Providence  at  this  time  fruftrated 
the  defigns  of  the  general,  and  prdbably  for  his  own 
good,  for  had  he  proceeded  to  attack  the  works,  it  is 
not  improbable  that  his  whole  army  would  have  been 
ruined.  The  provincials  were  eager  for  a  battle,  and 
they  were  provided  for  an  attack,  and  would  have 
made  fuch  a  refiftance  as  would  have  been  fatal  to 
our  army. 

This  defign  was  fruftrated  by  a  violent  ftorm,  which 
raged  that  night,  and  rendered  an  embarkation  im- 
poflible,  and  fo  faved  the  lives  of  many  brave  men, 
■who  mufl  have  fallen  in  fuch  a  rafh  rencounter. — - 
" — Whatever  intrepidity  there  might  be  in  General 
Howe's  intention  on  this  occafion,  it  does  not  appear 
that  his  purpofe  was  didtated  by  wifdom  j  for  before 
he  had  ftormed  the  works  of  the  enemy,  his  army 
muft  have  been  greatly  thinned,  and  the  colonifts 
were  likely  after  that  to  have  ftood  on  their  ground, 
and  to  have  difputed  every  inch  with  his  excellency 
for  the  palm  of  victory.  Bunker's- Hill  might  have 
taught  the  general  what  the  provincials  could  doj 
even  when  they  were  but  indifferently  armed,  and  ill 
provided  with  ammunition;  and  now,  that  they  were 
greatly  reinforced  and  fupplied  with  ftores,  arms, 
and  ammunition  of  all  forts,  they  were  not  likely  to 
give  way  fo  eafily,  but  to  ufe  their  utmoft  power  to 
fe  revenged  upon  men  whom  they  conftdered  as  in- 
vaders 
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vaders  of  their  country,  and  murderers  of  their  friends. 
The  General's  fcheme  was  the  very  fcheme  the  colo- 
nifts  wanted  him  to  purfue,  and  had  he  purfued  his 
defign,  his  whole  army  mufl:  have  been  cut  off. 

It  is  not  however  to  be  wondered  at,  that  with  an 
high  fenfe  of  tiie  Britifli  military  honour,  as  well  as  of 
his  own,  the  General  fhould  hazard  much,  rather  than 
fubmit  to  the  indignity  of  abandoning  the  town.  He 
commanded  a  force  which  he  knew  had  been  confi- 
dered  and  reprefented  here  as  fufficient  to  look  down 
all  the  oppofition  in  America,  and  which  in  reality, 
with  refpecl  to  the  number  of  regiments,  if  not  of 
men,  the  excellency  of  the  troops,  the  character  of 
the  officers,  and  the  powerful  artillery  which  tliey  pof- 
fefied,  would  have  been  re}pe6lable  in  any  country, 
and  dangerous  to  any  enemy.  With  luch  troops  to 
give  up  that  town  which  had  been  the  original  caufe 
of  the  war,  and  the  conftant  objeft  of  contention  fince 
it  commenced,  to  a  raw  and  undifciplined  militia, 
.feemed  exclufive  of  all  other  ill  confequences,  a  dif- 
grace  not  to  be  borne.  But  thefe  brave  men  had  by  a 
variety  of  events,  and  perhaps  it  will  be  thought,  and 
not  without  good  reafon,  through  original  error  and 
mifcondu6l  in  the  arrangement  of  the  war,  been  re^ 
duced  to  fuch  circumftances,  and  hedged  in  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  no  means  were  left  for  the  exertion  of 
their  force  and  courage;  that  they  were  now  fubj eft  to 
the  greateft  danger,  without  affording  any  profpeft  of 
fuccefs.  The  wild  roda  montade  of  Britifh  valour, 
which  has  been  refounded  through  all  corners  of 
the  empire,  were  now  proved  to  be  only  empty 
founds,  without  any  meaning;  for  tho'  Britiih  troops 
will  fight  as  well  as  any  others,  when  under  a  proper 
influence;    yet  there  is  nothing  in  either  the  men  or 

the 
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the  country  that  gives  claim  to  an  exclujfive  monopo- 
ly of  bravery.  They  were  now  fighting  with  their 
own  countrymen,  animated  with  the  ftrong  infpiring 
fpirit  of  liberty,  v/ith  all  than  is  dear  to  mankind  at 
the  point  of  their  fwords,  and  not  with  men  who  were 
fighting  for  the  honour  of  di  grand  monarch,  whofe  in- 
tereft  and  theirs  are  very  different.  Though  the 
idea  of  military  glory  may  infpire  fome  officers  that 
have  fuffcred  their  minds  to  think  it  a  glory  to  die  in 
battle,  yet  the  common  foldiers  are  not  acquainted 
with  fuch  refinement,  but  both  feel  and  fear  natural 
evils,  efpecially  when  their  confciences  hint  to  them 
fome  doubt  concerning  the  juftice  of  the  caufe  of  a 
war. 

Fortune,  or  in  better  phrafe,  Providence  prevented 
the  perilous  trial  which  the  General  propofed.  On 
the  day  that  fucceeded  the  tempeft,  the  defign  was 
refumed;  but  on  a  clofer  infpedlion  new  difficulties 
arofej  it  was  difcovered  that  a  new  work  had  been 
thrown  up,  which  was  much  flronger  than  any  of  the 
former,  and  that  the  whole  were  now  fp  compleatly 
fortified,  that  all  hope  of  forcing  them  was  at  an  end. 
It  now  alfo  became  evident  that  Bofton  was  not  a 
place  very  happily  chofen  for  the  improvement  of  any 
advantage  which  might  be  obtained  towards  the  re- 
duction of  the  colonies.  This  was  forefeen  by  many 
fromi  the  beginning,  but  the  miniftry,  who  were  fo  fure 
of  conquering  the  colonifts  with  a  few  grenadiers  and 
red  coats,  thought  all  places  equally  eafily  fubdued. 
It  was  an  infatuation  which  from  the  beginning  of 
this  ruinous  war  had  poiTeired  all  its  friends,  that 
they  have  always   boafted  of  their  own  Itrength  and 

defpifed 
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defpifed  their  enemies ;  from  the  meaneft  court  toad- 
eater  to  the  miniftcr  himfelf,  nothing  was  ever  to  be 
heard  but  the  found  of  the  viftories,  valour,  and  in- 
trepidity of  the  Britifh  troops  j  when  after  all,  every 
year  has  been  attended  with  repeated  lolTcs,  difap- 
pointment,  and  difgrace.  People  that  think  gravely, 
and  believe  in  providence,  have  all  along  inferred, 
that  there  has  been  fometiiing  of  a  divine  hand  in  our 
prefent  difafters,  and  that  the  national  infidelity  and 
wickednefs  has  had  a  great  fhare  in  our  misfortunes, 
while  others  recriprocate  the  blame  upon  each  other, 
and  endeavour  to  clear  themfelves  of  having  an  hand 
in  the  mifmanagement,  but  have  done  every  thing  for 
the  bell.  In  ages  paft,  which  v^e,  now  turned  a  po- 
lite people,  call  barbarous,  it  was  always  the  fafliion 
in  going  to  war  to  confider  providence  as  the  bed  al- 
ly, and  for  that  reafon  our  fathers  feldom  neglefted  to 
ufe  the  proper  means  to  procure  the  afliilance  there- 
of, but  this  is  now  accounted  a  weaknefs  and  imbe- 
cility of  mind,  unworthy  of  an  enlightened  age. 

Upon  viewing  the  fituation  of  the  rebels,  and  the 
reiblution  which  they  fliewed  to  make  a  vigorous  re- 
fiftance,  if  not  a  bold  attack  upon  our  men,  nothing 
remained  but  to  abandon  the  town,  and  to  convey  the 
troops,  artillery,  and  llores  aboard  the  fhips.  This 
iaft  refort  was  not  free  of  difficulty.  This  part  of 
the  hiftory  of  the  war  is  very  differently  reprefented. 
Government  writers  affirm  that  the  enemy  remained 
quiet  during  the  time  of  the  embarkation,  and  made 
not  the  fmallefl  attempt  to  give  the  troops  any  diiiurb- 
ance,  while  others,  and  fome  who  v/ere  prefent  wit- 
.neiTes  and  had  a  lliarc  of  the  dilaftcr,  have  affirmed  than 
our  troops  fufl'ered  prodigioufly  by  an  heavy  fire  from 
the  provincials,  owing,  as  they  affii^m,  to    a  breach  of 
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agreement  on  the  part  of  General  Howe,  who  had 
engaged  with  Walhington  to  remove  peaceably,  and 
not  deftroy  any  of  the  (lores  which  he  did  not  carry 
away,  nor  touch  the  works  and  fortifications  of  the 
town.  This  agreement  was  broken  by  the  Englilh 
General,  it  is  faid,  upon  which  the  enemy  opened 
their  batteries  upon  our  men,  and  deftroyed  many  of 
them  in  the  embarkation.  This  can  hardly  be  believ- 
ed of  General  Howe,  who  is  a  man  of  honour  and  ve- 
racity, and  mud  certainly  have  proceeded  from  fome 
other  caufe.  The  miniftry  have  declared  that  there 
was  not  any  convention  or  agreement  between  the 
two  Generals,  though  it  has  been  generally  underftood 
that  the  faving  of  the  town  depended  upon  fome  fort 
of  convention  between  them.  It  is  not  very  probable 
that  the  Englilh  troops  would  have  left  Bofton  without 
demolilhing  it,  had  there  not  been  fome  promife  made 
on  both  fides  for  this  purpofe.  Had  the  troops  fet  fire 
to  the  town  before  the  embarkation,  the  provincials 
would  have  attacked  them  with  all  their  force,  and 
probably  have  ruined  the  whole  army,  but  as  they  did 
not  ftir  at  the  firil  till  the  embarkation  was  almoft 
finillied,  it  gives  reafon  to  conclude  that  there  was 
fome  agreement  which  fome  of  the  foldiers  might  break 
through,  vv^hen  they  thought  they  were  nearly  fafe  from 
the  attack  of  their  enemy. — — This  might  happen 
without  the  General's  knowledge.  That  there  was  a 
defign  of  burning  the  town,  is  confirmed  from  com- 
buftibles  being  laid,  and  ready  for  firing  in  diff'erent 
parts  of  the  tov/n,  and  that  the  felecl  men  were  permit- 
ted to  go  out  and  hold  a  conference  with  General 
Wafhington  upon  the  fubje6l.  This  feems  not  to  have 
been  contradided  on  either  hand. 

Notwithftanding 
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Notwithftanding  all  the  fecurity  that  was  taken, 
the  embarkation  could  not  be  remilated  as  could  have 
been  wifhed,  though  ten  days  were  fpent  in  the  carry- 
ing it  into  execution}  many  diforders  and  feme  lofs 
happened  through  hafte,  precipitation,  and  hurry.  It 
refembled  more  the  emigration  of  a  nation,  or  the 
breaking  up  of  a  camp,  than  a  fimple  embarkation. — 
Fifteen  hundred  of  the  inhabitants,  whofe  attachment 
to  the  royal  caufe  had  rendered  them  obnoxious  to 
their  countrymen,  incumbered  the  tranfports  with 
their  families  and  effedts.  The  officers  were  great 
fuffere'rs  on  this  occafioni  they  had  laid  out  their  money 
on  furniture,  and  fuch  other  conveniencies  as  were 
neceffary  to  render  their  fituation  agreeable  j  but  no 
purchafers  could  be  found  for  thefe  efFefts,  and  it 
would  have  been  extreme  cruelty  for  many  of  them  to 
have  been  under  the  neceffity  of  leaving  their  whole 
fubftance  behind  them.  The  foldiers  were  embarraf- 
fed  with  continual  duty,  and  all  carriages  and  labour- 
ers that  could  be  procured  in  the  town  were  of  courfe 

monopolized  by  the  emigrant  inhabitants.-^ Every 

perfon  had  fome  private  concern  which  v/as  fufficienc 
to  employ  his  time  and  thoughts.  The  fick  and 
wounded,  women  and  children,  called  for  every  care 
and  attention;  and  of  courfe  encreafed  their  em  barralT- 
ment  and  diftrefs.  It  will  be  eafy  to  fuppofe  fome 
part  of  the  confufion  incident  to  fuch  circum- 
ilances. 

The  general  was  in  a  pitiable  fituationj  but  he 
bore  it  with  great  fortitude,  and  conduced  the 
whole  with  great  tem.per  and  addrefs.  Some  difcon- 
tents  appeared,  which  were  to  be  endured  and  allay- 
ed. Scarcity  of  provifions  and  ill  fuccefs  alv/ays  breed 
difcontents  ia  camps,  and  as  manv,  both  officers  and 
Vol.  II.  H  '  foldiers. 
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foldiers,  were  not  altogether  hearty  in  the  war,  they 
were  on  that  account  more  ready  to  connplain.  This 
was  in  fome  meafure  the  cafe  upon  this  occafion.  The 
general  having  received  no  advices  from  England 
fince  the  preceding  month  of  Oftober,  they  confidered 
themfelves  in  a  great  meafure  abandoned,  and  left 
to  extricate  themfelves  as  they  could  out  of  the 
unfortunate  fituation  in  which  they  were  involved. — 
Mutual  difcontents  and  jealoufies  prevailed  between 
the  army  and  the  navyj  each  attributing  to  the  other 
the  caufe  of  fome  part  of  that  uneafinefs  itfelf  felt. — " 
Difcontents  are  exceedingly  fruitful  j  one  generates 
many  others  in  a  fhort  fpace  of  time.  The  intended 
voyage  to  Halifax  was  fubjed  to  circumftances  of  a 
very  alarming  nature.  The  coafl,  which  is  at  all  times 
dangerous,  was  moft  dreadfully  fo  at  this  tempeftuous 
equinoxial  feafon,  and  the  multitude  oflhips,  which 
amounted  to  150  encreafedthe  difficulties  and  appre- 
henfions.  As  the  high  north-eaft  winds  now  prevailed, 
they  were  alfo  liable  to  be  biov/n  off  to  the  Weft  In- 
dies, without  a  (lock  of  provifions  in  any  degree  fuffi- 
cient  to  fubfift  them  in  fuch  a  paffage.  And  what 
ren^dered  matters  ftill  more  irkfome,  they  were  going 
to  a  barren  miferable  country,  which  was  incapable 
of  affording  thofe  reliefs  which  they  fo  much  wanted. 
It  could  not  efcape  the  obfervation,  and  was  highly 
vexing  to  the  military,  that  all  this  dangerous  voyage 
when  compleated,  was  diredliy  fo  much  out  of  their 
way.  They  were  going  to  the  northern  extremities 
of  the  continent,  when  their  bufinefs  lay  in  the  fouth- 
crn,  or  at  leall:  about  the  centre. 

The    neceffity    of    their    prefent  fituation  left  no 
<:hoice  of  meafures,   and   regret  was  ufelefs.     Upon 
March    17,  as  the   rear  enibarked.  General  Wafhing- 
ton  marched  into  the  town  with  drums  beating,  co- 
lours 
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lours  flying,  and  all  the  triumph  .of  viflory.  And 
indeed  it  was  a  compleat  vi6lory  for  the  prcfent,  fee- 
ing he  had  made  troops  that  were  reckoned  invinci- 
ble, abandon  a  town  which  they  had  fortified  as  well 
as  they  could,  with  all  the  precipitation  that  ufually 
Jiappens  in  fignal  defeats.  The  evacuation  of  Bofton 
which  in  the  itile  of  the  day  was  called  only  a  change 
of  pofition,  was  certainly  a  flight  under  as  great  ap- 
prehenfions  of  fear  and  deflruftion  as  ever  happened 
to  any  army.  The  marks  of  fear  and  hurry  were  vi- 
fible  in  what  they  left  behind  them.  They  left  a  con- 
fiderablequantity  of  artillery  and  fl:orcs  upon  Bunkers - 
hill  and  Bofl:on-neck,  which  they  had  not  time  to  car- 
ry off",  through  hurry  and  fearj  and  though  they  at- 
tempted to  render  the  cannon  unferviceable,  the  hur- 
ry which  then   prevailed  prevented  that  defign. ■ 

They  threw  fome  mortars  and  cannon  into  the  wa- 
ter, which  were  afterwards  weighed  by  the  people 
of  the  town.  But  all  circumftances  concur  to  flievv 
what  influence  panic  and  dread  had  upon  them  in  the 
embarkation. 

When  General"  Wafliington  entered  the  town,  he 
v/as  received  by  the  remaining  inhabitants,  and  ac- 
knowledged by  the  refugees,  who  now  recovered 
their  ancient  poflTefllon  with  every  mark  of  gratitude 
and  refpeft  that  could  be  poflibly  fliewn  to  a  deliverer. 
The  aflembly  of  the  province  were  not  leJs  zealous 
m  their  public   acknowledgements.     His   anfvver  was 

proper,  modefl;,   and  becoming  his  fltuation. He 

fpoke  like  a  man  that  did  not  purfue  vain  glory,  but 
fought  the  welfare  of  his  country,  and  maintained 
the  natural  rights  of  mankind.  The  policy  of  Britain 
had  made  him  a  rebel,  but  his  country  looked  upon 
him  as  a  faviour  and  deliverer.     What   is  the  genu- 
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ine  charafterof  the  parties  concerned,  time  and  after 
ages  will  declare  better  than  the  prefent  can  do. 

Thus  was  the  long  contefled  town  of  Bofton  at 
length  given  up,  the  colony  of  MafTachufetts-Bay 
freed  from  a  war,  and  left  at  liberty  to  adopt  every 
meafure  which  could  tend  to  its  future  ftrens^th  and 
iecurity.  It  was  above  a  week  before  the  weather  per- 
mitted the  fleet  to  get  clearly  out  of  the  harbour  and 
road;  but  they  were  afterwards  well  compenfated  in 
their  paflage,  their  voyage  to  Halifax  being  fliorter 
and  more  happy  than  could  have  been  reafonably  ex- 
pelled. Several  fhips  of  war  were  left  behind  to  pro- 
te6l  the  veffels  which  fhould  aj-rive  from  England;  in 
which  they  were  not  perfedly  fuccefsful.  The  great 
extent  of  the  bay,  with  its  nuinerous  creeks  and 
iflands,  and  the  number  of  fmall  ports  that  furround- 
ed  it,  afforded  fuch  opportunities  to  the  provincial 
armed  boats,  and  privateers,  that  they  took  a  number 
of  thofe  which  were  ftill  in  ignorance  that  the  town 
had  changed  its  mafters. 

Upon  the  Britifli  forces  leaving  Bofton,  it  might 
have  been  expefted,  that  they  would  have  left  a  garri- 
fon  in  Caflle-William  to  have  kept  the  command  of 
the  harbour;  but  this  was  not  thought  a  fafe  meafure. 
By  the  motions  of  the  colonifts,  and  particularly  their 
taking  their  ftations' on  the  neighbouring  iflands,  it 
was  conjecluied  that  they  intended  to  attack  Cafble- 
William,  the  pofTeffion  of  which  would  have  been  a 
means  of  fhutting  up  the  fhips  of  war  in  the  harbour. 
General  Howe  before  he  left  the  place,  blew  up  the  - 
fortifications  to  render  chem  unferviceable  for  the  time. 
It  argues  that  he  was  afraid  of  the  expedition  of  the 
])rovincials,  that  they  lliould  even  take  the  caftle  be- 
fore he  got  the  Hiips  out  of  the  harbour;    this  does 

not 
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not  fay  that  he  put  much  trufl  either  In  the  valour  of 
his  troops,  or  the  naval  force  he  had  in  Bollon  har- 
bour. Of  all  the  defeats  that  have  been  given  to  the 
colonifts  fince  the  beginning  of  this  difmal  war,  there 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  either  as  great  figns  of 
hurry  or  flight  in  any  of  them,  as  happened  to  the 
Britifh  forces  in  this  change  of  their  pofition. 

General  Walhington  was  now  in  pofTeflion  of  the 
capital  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  J  but  being  ignorant  of 
the  deilination  of  the  fleet,  and  apprehenfive  of  an 
attempt  upon  New-York,  lie  detached  feveral  regi- 
ments for  the  proteftion  of  that  city,  on  the  very  day 
upon  which  he  took  pofTeflion  of  Boft:on.  The  royal 
army  were  not  as  yet  in  a  fltuation  which  admitted  of 
their  undertaking  any  expedition.  They  wanted 
both  provifions  and  refrcfliaient  before  they  under- 
took any  expedition  of  confequence.  They  did  not, 
it  was  faid  exceed  nine  thoufand  efl^eftive  men^  and 
were  in  other  refpe6ls-very  ill  provided.  This  army, 
which  was  three  times  more  numerous  than  was 
thought  fuflicient  to  conquer  America,  was  now,  like 
the  Trojans,  fent  to  traverfe  the  fea  to  feek  new  ha- 
bitations, with  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  ofBofl:on, 
who  had  carried  all  they  could  along  with  them,  in 
hopes  of  better  times.  This  was  a  mortifying  blow 
to  the  fchemes  of  the  minifliry,  who  had  given  out 
that  the  fight  of  a  few  grenadiers  would  frighten  the 
whole  colonies  into  a  compliance  with  their  meafures. 
Their  invincible  troops  were  now  obliged  to  abandon 
Bofl:on  before  a  new  raifed  militia,  v/ho  were  cowards 
accounted  at  hom.e,  that  neither  would  nor  could 
light. 

The  efl;ates  and  effects  of  thofe  emigrants  who  ac- 
;:ompanied  General  Howe   to  Halifax  were  ordered 

to 
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to  be  fold,  and  the  produce  applied  to  the  public  fer- 
vice.  Some  who  ventured  to  flay  behind,  though 
■they  knew  themfelves  obnoxious  to  the  prefent  go- 
vernment, were  brought  to  trial  as  public  enemies 
and  betrayers  of  their  country;  and  the  eftates  of 
fuch  as  were  found  guilty  were  confifcated  in  the  fame 
manner.  But  nothing  occupied  fo  much  the  mmd  of 
the  people  at  Bofton,  or  had  fo  much  attention  paid 
to  it  by  the  province  in  general  as  the  putting  of  that 
town  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  defence  as  might  prevent  a 
repetition  of  thofe  evils  which  it  lately  experienced. 
For  this  purpofe  the  greatefl  diligence  was  ufed  in 
fortifying  the  town  and  harbour,  fome  foreign  engi- 
neers were  procured  to  fuperintend  the  works,  and 
every  inhabitant  devoted  two  days  in  the  week  to  its 
condruftion.  Some  have  much  doubted  if  Bofton 
can  be  rendered  tenable  again  ft  an  army,  though  the 
works  may  preferve  it  from  infult.  It  will  not  be 
eafy,  however,  for  a  fleet  to  approach  it,  provided 
Caftle-William  is  well  fortified  and  well  manned,  to 
defend  the  harbour.  No  fleets  or  armies  have  at- 
tempted to  moleft  that  town  fince  General  Howe's 
departure. 

J. 

We  had  left  Colonel  Arnold  before  Quebec;  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  take  a  view  of  his  proceedings 
before  that  city.  While  thefe  things  we  have  now 
related  were  carrying  on  at  Bofton,  the  blockade  of 
Quebec  M^as  continued  by  Arnold  under  great  hard- 
ihips  and  difficulties.  Reinforcements  arrived  flow- 
Jy,  and  the  Canadians,  who  are  exceedingly  fickle  and 
inconftant,  were  diftiearcened  and  wavering.  Some 
have  tiiought  that  the  Congrefs  were  unequal  in  con- 
dud  as  well  as  refources,  to  the  management  of  fo 
aiany  operations  at  the  fame  time;  and  it  is  not  to  be 

wondered 
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wondered  at,  if  they  flioiild  not  be  able  to  manage  fo 
many  things  at  once  according  to  their  wifhes,  when 
the  government  of  Britain  blundered  fo  egregioully  in. 
one  leading  objeft.  Whatever  there  was  in  this,  it 
is  certain  that  the  fuccours  that  were  fent  fuffered  in- 
credible hardfhips  in  their  march,  which  they  endured 
with  that  fortitude  which  had  hitherto  diftinguifhed. 
the  provincials  in  this  war.  On  the  other  hand.  Gen. 
Carleton  with  his  ufual  vigilance,  guarded  againft 
every  effort  of  fraud,  force,  or  furprize;  but  as  all 
fupplies  were  cut  off  from  the  country,  the  inhabi- 
tants and  garrifon  fuffered  many  diftreffes. 

As  the  feafon  approached  in  which  fupplies  from 
England  were  expected,  the  Americans  grew  more 
a6live  in  their  operations.  They  again  renewed  the 
fiege,  and  erefted  batteries,  and  made  feveral  attempts 
by  fire-fhips  and  otherwife  to  burn  the  v^ellcls  in  the 
harbour.  They  failed  in  thefe  attempts,  tho'  fome 
of  them  were  executed  with  great  boldnefs  and  in- 
trepidity. Their  troops  were  at  one  time  drawn  up, 
and  fcaling  ladders,  with  every  other  preparation  in 
readinefs  for  ftorming  the  town,  during  the  confufion 
which  they  expefted  the  fire  would  have  produced. — 
Though  they  had  not  all  thefuccefs  they  wijfhed,  they 
however  burnt  a  great  part  of  the  fuburbs,  and  the 
remaining  houfes  being  pulled  down  to  prevent  the 
fpreading  of  the  flames,  afforded  a  mod  feafonable  re- 
lief of  fuel  to  the  town,  which  had  for  fome  time 
been  exceedingly  diilreffed  for  the  want  of  that  necef- 
fary.  While  matters  were  in  this  iituation,  upon 
the  25th  of  March,  a  parry  of  Canadians  which  had 
been  embodied  by  Mr.  Beaujeu  with  a  defign  of  rai-. 
fing  the  fiege,  were  encountered  and  eafily  difperfed 
by  a  detachm<:nt.of  the  rebels.      This  gave  fpiiits  to 

the 
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the  provincials,  but  the  efFe6l  was  temporary  and 
could  not  laft  long.  Having  failed  in  all  their  attempts 
of  burning  the  town  with  bombs  and  hot  balls,  their 
hopes  of  taking  it  byllorm  failed,  while  thofe  of  taking 
it  by  a  regular  fiege  daily  leffened.  Their  artillery 
were  too  fmall  and  light  to  do  much  execution  againft 
a  walled  town  well  fortified,  and  though  not  at  prefent 
well  defended,  yet  it  was  fupplied  with  a  garrifon 
equal  to  the  number  of  the  befiegers.  Although 
confiderable  reinforcements  arrived  in  the  remote 
parts  of  the  province,  the  various  impediments  of  bad 
roads,  and  want  of  neceflaries  fuitable  to  the  fervice, 
prevented  them  from  joining  the  troops  engaged  in 
the  fiege.  In  this  flate  of  defpondency,  the  fmall- 
pox,  the  fcourge  and  terror  of  the  weflern  world, 
broke  out,  and  made  great  ravages  among  them. 
Nor  was  the  immediate  effeft  v^^ith  refpeft  to  life  and 
health  the  word  confequences  of  this  calamity  :  for 
that  diforder  being  confidered  by  the  Americans  as 
a  plague,  and  regarded  with  all  the  horror  incident 
to  that  name,  the  dreadful  infeftion  broke  in  upon 
every  other  confideration,  and  rendered  it  difficult,  if 
not  impracticable,  to  fuftain  difcipline,  or  preferve 
order.  In  this  fituation  they  intended  to  raife  the 
fiege  before  the  arrival  of  fuccours  from  England  to 
the  garrifon^  which  were  foon  expedted. Gene- 
ral Woofter  had  gone  to  Montreal  to  make  prepara- 
tion necelfary  for  facilitating  that  purpofe,  when  the 
Ifis  man  of  v/ar,  and  two  frigates  which  had  failed 
from  England,  had  forced  their  way  through  the 
ice,  and  arrived  at  Quebec  before  it  was  prafticable 
for  the  provincials  to  make  a  retreat.  The  unex- 
pected fight  of  the  iliips^ threw  them  into  confufion, 
which  was  heightened  by   the  immediate   effe6l   of 
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cutting  off  communication  with  their  forces  on  the 
different  fides  of  the  river. 

General  Carleton  was  too  well  verfed  in  military 
affairs  to  lofe  an  opportunity  of  fcizing  the  advanta- 
ges which  the  prefent  fituation  aff'orded.  A  fmall  de- 
tachment of  land  forces  which  arrived  with  the  Hiips 
of  war,  together  with  the  marines,  being  landed  with 
the  utmoft  expedition,  and  joined  to  the  garrifon  up- 
on the  6rh  of  May,  the  governor  marched  immedi- 
ately to  the  provincial  camp.  He  found  every  thing 
^here  in  the  greateft  confufion;  they  had  not  even 
covered  themfelves  with  an  intrenchment,  and  having 
already  begun  a  retreat,  upon  the  appearance  of  the 
king's  troops  they  fled,  abandoning  their  artillery, 
fcaling  ladders,  and  other  matters  of  incumberance. 
The  flight  was  fo  precipitate  as  fcarcely  to  admit  of 
any  execution,  nor  were  the  king's  troops  in  any  con- 
dition for  a  purfuit,  if  prudence  could  even  have  juf- 
tified  the  meafure. 

Thus  Quebec  was  freed  from  a  mixed  flege  and 
blockade,  after  it  had  been  invefted  about  five  months, 
and  Canada  prefervcd  by  the  fortitude  and  confliancy 
of  General  Carleton  and  the  garrifon,  which  did  them 
great  honour.  From  this  time  the  provincials  expe- 
rienced a  continued  feries  of  loffes  and  misfortunes  in 
that  province.  The  governor  fhewed  himfelf  wor- 
thy af  his  fuccefs,  by  ah  adt  v/hich  immediately  fuc- 
ceeded,  and  which  does  credit  to  his  humanity. — 
A  number  of  fick  and  wounded  provincials  lay  fcat- 
tered  about  and  hid  in  woods  and  villages,  when  they 
were  in  the  greatefl:  danger  df  perifhing  under  the 
complicated  prefTure  of  want,  fear,  and  difeafe.  To 
prevent  this  melancholy  confequence,  he  iffued  a  pro- 
clamarion  commanding  the  proper  officers  to  find 
Vol.  IL  I  out 
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6ut  thefe  unhappy  perfons,  and  to  afford  them  all  ne- 
ceffary  relief  and  affiflance  at  the  public  expence^ 
whilfi:  to  render  the  benefit  compleat,  and  to  prevent 
obftlnancy  and  apprehenfion  from  marring  its  effeft^, 
he  affiired  them  that  as  foon  as  they  were  recovered* 
they  lliould  have  their  liberty  to  return  to  their  re- 
fpeclive  provincies.  This  was  truly  generous  as  weU 
as  humane,  and  fpeaks  for  General  Carleton  more 
than  the  f^reateft  vi61:ory   could   have   done.     Such    a 

O 

noble  greatnefs  of  mind  muft  procure  the  efteciTi  of 
his  greateft  enemies,  and  adorn  his  chara6ler  in  the 
view  of  all  worthy  men.  It  is  only  a  great  man  that 
can  perform  fuch  noble  and  difinrerefted  deeds,  and 
foar  above  the  mean  and  pitiful  paffion  of  revenge  and 
refentment. 

About  the  end  of  May,  feveral  regiments  from  Ire- 
land, one  from  England,  and  another  from  General 
Howe,  together  with  the  Brunfwick  troops,  arrived 
fucceflively  in  Canada,  fo  that  the  whole  forces  in  the 
province,  when  complicated,  were  eftimated  at  about 
13,000  men.  The  general  rendezvous  was  at  the 
Three  Rivers,  which  lies  half  way  between  Qiiebec 
and  Montreal,  and  at  the  computed  diflance  of  a- 
bout  ninety  miles  from  each.  This  place  lies  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  takes  its 
name  from  the  neighbourhood  of  one  of  the  branches 
of  a  large  river,  whofe  waters  are  difcharged  through 
three  months  into  that  great  refervoir. 

The  provincials  after  their  flight  from  Quebec  con- 
tinued to  retreat  till  they  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  Sorrelj  v/hich  falls  into  the  river  St.  Lav/rence, 
about  140  m.ilcs  from  Quebec,  where  theyjoined  fome 
of  their  reinforcements  that  had  not  been  able  to  pro- 
ceed farther   to  ihcir  affiftance;  but  they   were  nov, 
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funk  in  their  fpirits,  and  much  enfeebled  in  their  ac- 
tions ;  and  to  compleat  their  misfortunes,  the  fmall- 
pox  had  fpiead  through  all  their  quarters.  Thefe 
difcouraging  circumftances  were  not  fufEcient  to  damp 
the  fpirits  of  their  enterprizing  leaders.  Notwith- 
Itanding  all  their  paft  fatigues  and  difappointments, 
they  formed  a  very  daring  plan  with  great  addrefs, 
which  had  it  fucceeded  according  to  its  intention, 
would  have  been  feverely  felt  by  the  king's  forces. 
This  plan  wa-s  to  farprize  the  Britifli  troops  at  the 
Three  Rivers  ;  which  if  it  had  taken  place,  and  been 
attendee!  with  all  the  fuccefs  it  was  capable  of,  might 
have  been  ranked  among  the  moft  confiderable  mili- 
cary  exploits  of  the  nature  ever  performed. 

The  Britifli  and  Brunfwick  forces  were  at  this 
time  much  feparated.  A  confiderable  -body  was 
flationed  at  Three  Rivers  under  tlje  command  of  Gen. 
Nifbet,  who  lay  near  them  on  board  the  tranfports. 
The  largeft  body  was  along  with  the  Generals  Carle- 
ton,  Burgoyne,  Philips,  and  the  German  General 
Reidefal,  in  feveral  divifions,  by  land  and  water,  on 
their  way  from  Quebec.  The  diftance  from  Sorrel  w'as 
about  fifty  miles,  and  the  feveral  armed  velTels  and 
tranfports  full  of  troops,  which  had  got  up  higher 
than  Three  Rivers,  lay  full  in  the  way.  In  the  face 
of  all  thefe  dangers  and  difficulties,  a  body  of  abouc 
T2.000  men,  under  the  command  of  Major  General 
Thomplbn,  embarked  at  Sorrel  in  fifty  boats,  and 
coafting  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Lake  St.  Peter,  where 
the  river  St.  Lawrence  fpreads  to  a  great  extent,  ar- 
rived at  Nevv'let,  from  whence  they  fell  down  the  ri  • 
ver  by  night,  and  pafied  to  the  other  fide^  with  ;in  in- 
tention of  furprifing  the  forces  under  the  command 
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of  General  Frazer.  The  place  called  Three  Rivers 
is  rather  no  be  confidered  as  a  long  village  than  a  re- 
gular tov/n  ;  and  the  defign  was  to  make  the  attack  be- 
fore break  of  day,  with  a  ftrong  detachment,  while 
two  fmaller  parties  were  drawn  up  in  readinefs  to  co - 
ver  or  fupport  them. 

The  circumflances  concurring  to  give  effect  to  this 
defign,  were  too  numerous  to  afford  any  flrong  con- 
fidence of  fuccefs.  It  was  one  of  thofe  bold  under- 
takings which  might  have  produced  great  advantages, 
but  it  was  of  too  perilous  a  nature  for  any  thing  lefs 
than  the  moll  defperate  fituation  to  juftify.  The  pro- 
vincials were  neither  fufliciently  numerous,  nor  pro- 
vided with  artillery  for  fuch  a  daring  and  dangerous 
encounters  their  troops  were  but  lately  raifed  and 
unexperienced  in  the  art  of  war,  and  they  were  now 
going  to  engage  old  troops  under  the  command  of 
great  and  experienced  officers,  furniflied  with  every 
thing  necefl^ary  either  for  attacking  or  refilling  an 
enemy.  Though  the  circumflances  of  the  parties  had 
been  equal,  the  iffue  would  frill  have  been  doubtful, 
as  fome  of  the  beft  forces  in  Britain,  and  perhaps  in 
the  world,  were  under  the  command  of  great  officers, 
whofe  honour  as  foldiers  and  commanders  of  the  bell 
troops,  was  likely  to  prevent  them  from  beliaving  un- 
worthy of  the  charafter  they  had  fo  long  fuflained. — 
There  were  many,  if  not  every  probable  chance 
againfl  the  colonills  :  They  were  uncertain  of  arriving 
at  the  time  propofcd,  as  conveyance  of  troops  by  wa- 
ter is  exceedingly  uncertain  as  to  time.  The  fiPiall- 
ell  fquall  of  wind  on  the  lake  might  retard  or  inter- 
rupt their  pafi^age,  and  inllead  of  arriving  at  the  time 
propofcd,  as  aftually  happened,  they  might  be  a  great 
while  longer  in  reaching  the  defired  point.  The  at- 
tempt 
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tempt  was  therefore  a  nioft  defperate  enterprize, 
fcarcely  confident  with  any  rules  or  maxims  of  com- 
mon prudence. 

They  miffed  their  time  by  about  an  hour,  and  tho' 
they  paffed  the  armed  fiiips  without  obfervation,  yet 
they  were  difcovered,  and  the  ahirm  given  at  their 
landing.  They  afterwards  get  into  bad  grounds,  and 
were  involved  in  many  difnculties,  which  tlirew  them  ^ 
into  diforder  and  confufion.  In  this  condition  thev 
found  General  Frazer's  corps  ready  to  receive  them, 
having  landed  feveral  light  fix-pounders,  v/hich  were 
played  upon  them  with  great  execution.  While  thev 
were  thus  engaged  in  the  front,  Brigadier  Nefbit, 
whofe  tranfports  lay  higher  up  the  river,  landed  his 
forces  full  in  their  way  back.  Nothing  was  now  left 
but  a  retreat,  the  performance  of  which  was  a  thing 
more  to  be  wifhed  for  than  reafonably  expecled. 
Nefbit's  corps  kept  the  fide  of  the  river  to  prevent 
their  efcane  to  their  boats,  while  Frazer  purfucd  them 
and  galled  them  feverely  with  his  light  artillery.  Be- 
tween both  they  were  driven  for  fome  miles  through 
a  deep  fwam^p,  which  thev  paffed  with  inconceivable 
toil,  expofed  to  conitant  danger,  and  enduring  every 
degree  of  diftrefs.  The  Britiih  troops  at  length  grew 
v/eary  with  the  purfuit,  and  tlie  wood  afforded  them 
a  willied-for  flieiter.  The  firft  and  fecond  in  com- 
mand, with  about  two  hundred  others,  were  taken 
prifoners,  and  it  is  fomewhat  ftrange  that  they  were 
not  all  taken  or  deftroyed.  The  Bririfa  forces  wt-rc 
but  lately  arrived,  and  were  not  recovered  from  the 
fatigues  of  a  long  voyage,  they  were  therefue  as 
unable  to  purfue  as  the  others  Vvcre  to  iland  a  fevere 
attack. 

This 
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This  was  the  laft  vigorous  pulli  which  the  provin- 
cials made  for  the  conqueft  of  Canada.  The  Britifh 
army  having  joined  at  Three  Rivers,  piilhed  forward 
by  land  and  water  v/ith  great  expedition.  They  had 
now  nothing  but  the  ordinary  chances  of  the  way  to 
interrupt  their  march,  and  they  made  all  the  expedi- 
tion that  they  could  to  arrive  at  the  Sorrel.  They 
.  arrived  there  upon  the  15th  of  June,  and  found  the 
enemy  had  abandoned  the  place  fome  hours  before, 
and  difmantled  the  batteries  which  they  had  erefted 
to  defend  the  entrance  into  the  river,  and  had  carried 
off  their  artillery  and  Itores.  A  ftrong  detachment 
was  landed  here,  under  the  command  of  General 
Burgoyne,  with  orders  to  advance  along  the  Sorrel  to 
St.  John's,  while  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  and  army 
failed  up  the  river  Longueil,  the  place  of  pailiig-e  from 
the  ifland  of  Montreal  to  La.Prairie  on  the  continent. 
Here  they  difcovered  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned 
the  city  and  ifland  of  Montreal  on  the  preceding 
evening,  and  that  if  the  wind  had  been  favourable, 
they  might  have  met  at  this  place.  The  army  was 
immediately  landed  on  the  continent,  and  marching 
by  La  Prairie,  crofl^ed  by  the  peninfula  formed  by  the 
river  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Sorrel,  in  order  to  join 
Gen.  Burgoyne  at  St.  John's,  where  they  expeded  a 
ftand  and  a  ftrong  refiftance  would  iiave  been  made 
by  the  colon ifts. 

Burgoyne  purfwed  his  march  along  the  Sorrel  with- 
out intermilfion,  but  with  much  caution,  as  was  ne- 
ceffary  in  a  country  where  there  was  ftill  a  fufpicion  of 
an  enemy,  and  where  their  laft  and  moft  defperate 
efforts  were  to  be  expefted.  In  this  the  King's  Ge- 
nerals were  greatly  m.iftakenj  for  it  appeared  after- 
wards not  to   have  been  any  part  of  the  plan  of  the 

rebels 
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rebels  to  make  any  ftand  at  thofc  places  where  the 
Britifli  forces  expected .  General  Burgoyne  arrived 
at  St.  John's  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  of  June, 
where  he  found  tlie  buildings  on  flames  and  nearly 
every  thing  deftroyed  that  could  not  be  carried  away. 
The  provincials  a6ted  in  the  fame  manner  at  Ciiam- 
blee,  and  burnt  fuch  vefTels  as  rhey  were  not  able  to 
drag  up  the  rapids  in  their  way  to  Lake  Champlain, 
where  they  immediately  embarked  for  Crown  Point. 
Though  their  flight  was  precipitate  they  fuftained  no 
lofs,  and  General  Sullivan,  who  commanded  the  re- 
treat, received  public  thanks  for  the  ])rudence  with 
which  he  conduced  it,  by  v/hich  he  faved  their  ruin- 
ed army,  at  a  time  v/hen  it  was  encumbered  with  a 
vaft  number  of  fick,  moil  of  vv'hom  were  ill  of  the 
fmall-pox. 

An  end  was  now  put  to  the  war  in  Canada;  the  ad- 
vantages of  which  however  were  confiderably  check- 
ed by  the  rellraint  which  was  nov/  laid  upon  the  fur- 
ther operations  of  the  army  in  that  quarter.  For  as 
the  colonifts  were  mailers  of  Lake  Cham.plain,  it  was 
impofTible  for  the  forces  to  proceed  to  the  fouthward 
until  fuch  a  number  of  vefTels  were  conflrufted  or  ob- 
tained, as  would  afford  a  fuperiority,  and  enable  them 
to  crofs  the  lake  with  fafety.  The  doing  of  this  was 
a  work  of  much  labour  and  time;  for  though  fix  arm- 
ed veffels  were  fent  from  England  for  that  purpofe, 
the  falls  of  Chamblee  rendered  the  means  of  convey- 
ing highly  difficult,  and  a  matter  which  required  much 
ingenuity  and  induifry.  A  vaft  number  of  other  vef- 
fels were  alfo  neceflariiy  to  be  conflru6led,  both  for 
conveyance  and  proteftion.  But  we  mufb  for  a  wliiie 
leave  General  Burgoyne  and  his  army,  and  proceed, 
to  the  operations  of  fome  other  put  of  tlie  continent. 

North 
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North  Carolina  was  this  year  in  a  ftate  of  great 
commotion.  The  governor  and  the  affembly  were 
at  open  warj  and  each  party  ufed  their  utmoft  endea- 
vours to  deilroy  the  other.  Governor  Martin,  we 
have  ah-eady  obferved,  was  obliged  to  feek  refuge  on 
board  a  fliip  of  war  in  Cape  Fear  river.  This  difaf- 
rer  did  not  damp  his  ardour  in  the  fervice  of  govern- 
ment, nor  reftrain  his  attempts  to  reduce  the  province 
of  North  Carolina  to  obedience.  He  had  received 
intelligence,  that  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war  with  kven 
regiments,  under  the  conduct  of  Sir  Peter  Parker  and 
Lord  Coxnwaliis,  were  to  depart  from  Ireland  on  an 
expedition  to  the  louthern  colonies  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  and  that  North  Carolina  was  their  fifft 
if  not  their  principal  objeft.  This  encreafed  his  con- 
fidence and  rouzed  him  to  attempt  fomething  in  the 
mean  time.  He  alfo  was  informed  that  Gen.  Carleton 
with  a  fmall  detachment,  was  on  his  way  from  New- 
England  to  meet  him  at  Cape  Fear.  He  had  formed 
a  connexion  with  a  body  of  defperate  renegades,  who 
had  lately  been  confidered  as  rebels,  and  enemies  to 
the  provincial  efLablifliment,  who  went  by  the  name  of 
Res:ulators,  and  have  been  taken  notice  of  in  this  hif- 
tory.  Havmg  ailembied  a  number  of  thele  and  fome 
Highland  emigrants,  he  thought  to  accomplifli  the  re- 
du6lion  of  the  infurgents,  even  independent  of  the 
expefted  force.  The  colony  was  deemed  the  weakeft 
in  America  except  Georgia;  and  the  two  parties  we 
have  mentioned  were  numerous,  active,  and  daring, 
and  the  former  as  well  as  the  latter  were  zealoufly  at- 
tached to  the  caufe  of  government.  The  Highlanders 
were  confidered  as  naturally  warlike,  and  the  Regu- 
lators, from  their  fituation  and  manner  of  living,  to 
be  m.uch  bolder,  hardier,  and  better  markfmen,  than 

thofe 
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thofe  who  had  been  bred  to  other  courfes,  and  irt 
more  civilized  parts  of  the  country.  The  governor 
fent  feveral  commiffions  to  thefe  people,  for  the  raif- 
ingand  commanding  of  regiments,  and  granted  ano- 
ther to  one  Mr.  M'Donald  to  act  as  their  general. — ■ 
Along  with  thecommiflion  he  fent  alfo  a  proclamation 
comnlanding  all  perfons  upon  their  allegiance  to  re- 
pair to  the  royal  ftandard,'  which  was  ereded  by  Ge- 
neral M'Donald  about  the  middle  of  February.  Go- 
vernor Martin  had  not  well  confidered  the  charader  of 
either  the  general  or  troops  he  was  now  employing, 
though  they  were  defperate  and  wicked  to  an  extreme, 
and  capable  of  the  mod  daring  aclionSj  when  there 
was  no  immicdiatedanger,  yet  being  unprincipled,  and 
having  fixed  the  objeft  before  them^  and  being  under 
no  dicipline,  they  were  by  no  means  to  be  trufted. — > 
Ail  caufes  were  alike  to  them,  unlefs  their  own  in- 
rerefl:,  which  did  not  appear  to  be  more  connedled 
with  the  caufe  of  government  than  with  that  of  the  co- 
lonifts.  Their  after  condu6l  declared  that  they  were 
not  to  be  depended  on.  They  were  in  general  a  fort 
of  free-booters,  v^ho  delighted  more  in  the  plunder 
that  attended  comimotions  than  in  the  defence  of  any 
caufe  whatfoeverJ  Their  manner  of  war  was  ao-ainft 
rhofe  who  had  no  arms  of  defence,  but  when  they  met 
with  force  they  were  ready  to  fly,  unlefs  when  they 
were  furrounded  and  could  not  get  awa>7.  Such  were 
the  men,  by  means  of  vfhofe  affiftance,  Governor  Mar- 
tin thought  to  reduce  the  province  of  Carolina  to 
obedience. 

This  new  general  and  his  ncvr  raifed  army  were  not: 
long  until  they  were  brought  to  a  trial  of  their  prov;- 
^fs;  for  upon  the  provincials  receiving  advice  ot  their 
Tol.  if.  '  K  ^       affe.-abling. 
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aflembiingat  a  place  called  Crofs  Creek,  Brigadier- 
general  Moore  v/as  immediately  ordered  to  march 
againft  them  at  the  head  of  a  provincial  regiment  which 
he  commanded;,  with  fuch  militia  as  he  could  colle(51:^ 
and  fome  pieces  of  cannon.  He  marched  within  a  few 
miles  of  them,  and  took  pofTefTion  of  an  important  pofl 
called  RockfortBridcre,  which,  as  he  was  much  infe- 
rior  to  them  in  ftrength,  he  immediately  entrenched 
and  rendered  defenfible.  He  had  not  been  many  days 
m  this  ftation,  where  he  was  receiving  and  waiting  for 
llicGours,  when  general  M'Donald  approached  at  the 
head  of  his  army,  and  lent  a  letter  to  Moore,  inclofing 
the  governor's  proclamation,  and  recommending  to 
him  and  his  party  to  join  the  king's  ftandard,  by  a  gi- 
ven hour  next  day,  or  he  miift  be  under  the  neceflity 
of  confidering  them  as  enemies. 

As  Gen.  Moore  knew  that  the  provincial  forces  were 
marching  from  all  quarters,  he  protracted  the  negoci- 
ation,  in  hopes  that  the  tory  army,  as  they  were  call- 
ed, might  have  been  furrounded.  In  his  final  an- 
fwer,  he  declared,  that  he  and  his  officers  confidered 
themfelves  as  engaged  in  a  caufe  the  mofb  glorious 
and  honourable  in  the  world — the  defence  of  the  li- 
berties of  mankind  j  he  reminded  the  emigrants  of 
the  ungrateful  return  they  had  made  to  the  kind  re- 
cepcioii  they  had  met  in  the  colony;  and  the  gene- 
ral, with  fomeof  his  officers,  of  an  oath  they  had  ta- 
ken a  little  before,  and  upon  v/hich  they  were  per- 
mitted to  come  into  the  country,  that  they  only  came 
to  fee  their  relations,  without  any  concern  whatever 
in  public  affairs.  In  return  to  the  proclamation,  he 
fent  them  the  teft  propofed  by  the  Congrefs,  with 
a.proffer  that  if  they  fubfcribed  it  and  laid  down  their 
arms,  they  fliould  be  received  as  friends;    but  if  they 

refufed 
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refufed  to  comply,  they  might  expeft  confequences 
fimilar  to  thofe  which  they  had  held  out  to  his  people. 
In  the  mean  time  Mr.  M'Donald  perceived  the  danger 
he  was  in  of  being  enclofed,  and  abruptly  quitting  his 
ground,  endeavoured  with  confiderable  dexterity,  by 
forced  marches^  the  unexpefted  pafling  of  rivers,  and 
the  greateft  quicknefs  of  movement,  to  difengage 
himfelf.  It  is  thought  to  have  been  the  fcheme  of 
this  party  to  bring  Governor  Martin,  with  Lord  Wil- 
liam Campbel,  and  General  Clinton,  who  had  by  this 
time  joined  them,  in  the  interior  part  of  the  country, 
which  they  judged  would  be  a  means  ef  uniting  all 
the  back  fettlers  of  the  fouthern  colonies  in  the  roval 
caufe,  of  bringing  forward  the  Indians,  and  of  en- 
couraging the  well  afFecled  to  fliew  themfelves  in  all 
places. 

The  provincials  were  however  fo  clofe  in  the  pur- 
fuitj  and  fo  alert  in  cutting  the  country  and  feizing 
the  palTes,  that  McDonald  at  length  found  himfelf 
under  the  necelTity  of  engaging  one  Colonel  CafwelJ., 
who  with  about  1000  militia  and  minutemen  had 
taken  polTeflion  of  a  place  called  Moore  Creek  Bridge, 
where  they  had  throv/n  up  an  intrenchment.  The 
royalifts  were  by  all  accounts  much  fuperior  in  num- 
ber, being  about  3000  ftrongj  even  McDonald  him- 
felf after  the  battle  confeiTed  that  they  were  1500. — 
The  emigrants  began  the  attack  with  great  furv,  but 
M'Leod,  the  fecond  in  command,  and  a  few  more  of 
their  braved  officers  being  killed  at  the  firfl  attack, 
they  fuddenly  loft  all  fpirit,  fled  with  the  greateft  pre- 
cipitation, and,  as  the  colonifts  affirm,  deferted  their 
general,  who  was  taken  prifoner,  as  were  nearly  all 
their  leaders,  and  the  reft  totally  broken  and  difper- 
fed.     It  is  often  the  fate  of  the  Highlanders,  v/hen 

K  2  they 


56  HISTORY    OF  A.  D.  1776, 

they  meet  with  a  fteady  refiflance,  and  lofe  any  of 
their  chiefs,  to  make  a  precipitate  flight.  Their  fury 
is  violent,  but  it  is  foon  over;  and  if  the  troops 
whom  they  engage  can  ftand  their  firft  attack,  they 
will  be  very  ready  to  conquer  them,  or  at  lead  to  put 
them  to  flight. 

This  viftpry  greatly  elated  the  Carolinians.  They 
had  fhewn  that  their  province  was  not  fo  weak  as  was 
imagined;  for  though' their  force  in  the  engagement 
was  not  confiderable,  they  had  raifed  1 0^000  men  in 
the  fpace  of  ten  days.  13ut  what  was  ilillmore  flat- 
tering, they  had  encountered  Europeans  who  had  held 
them  in  the  mod  fovereign  contcmipt,  both  as  men  and 
as  foldiers  in  the  fleld^  and  had  defeated  them  with  aii 
inferior  force.        * 

Had  the  zeal  of  this  people  been  kept  dorm.ant  till 
the  forces  had  arrived  from  England,  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable that  the  fouthern  colonies  would  have  confl- 
derably  felt  the  impreflion  of  the  infurreftion  of  the 
Regulators  and  emigrants.  But  now  their  force  and 
ipirits  were  fo  entirely  broken,  their  leaders  being- 
lent  to  diff'ererit  prifons,  and  the  reft  llripped  of  their 
arms,  and  watched  with  all  the  eyes  of  diltruft  and 
iufpicion,  that  no  future  effort  could  reafonably  be 
expected  from  them,  '  Governor  Martin  appears  to 
have  had  more  zeal  than  difcretion  for  the  caufe  of 
government,  and  feems  to  have  been  totally  ignorant 
of  the  tem.per  and  difpofition  of  the  colony  he  govern- 
ed;— for  as  he  was  informed  of  the  deftination  of  the 
troops  from  Ireland  to  the  fouthern  provinces,  he 
ought  to  have  waited  till  their  arrival,  when  his  emi- 
grants and  Regulatojs  could  have  done  fome  fervice: 
But  the  method  which  he  took  was  an  effecStual  one 
to  arm  the  province,   and  have  it  in  readinefs  when 

the 
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the  King's  troops  arrived,  to  give  them  a  warm  re- 
ception. By  all  that  we  can  learn  from  the  hiftory 
of  this  war,  it  feems  to  have  been  raifed  by  the  igno- 
rance and  pride  of  the  feveral  governors  of  the  pro- 
vinces, who  mifinformed  government  with  regard  to 
the  itate  of  the  colonies.  There  does  not  feem  to 
have  been  any  of  them  on  the  fide  of  government, 
that  either  knew  the  number  of  their  friends,  or  the 
power  of  their  enemies.  Martin  and  his  friends 
>vere  totally  miftaken  in  rating  the  prow^efs  of  the  in- 
furgentSj  and  defpifing  the  power  of  the  colonifts. — 
And  it  is  a  miftake  that  has  prevailed  at  home  fince 
the  beginning  of  this  dellruftive  war,  that  the  valour 
and  power  of  our  troops  could  not  be  refuled,  and 
that  the  colonills  were  mean  fpiritcd,  cowardly,  and 
infigniticant.  It  muft  be  confeiTedthat  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  regulate  or  reftrain  the  caprice  or  violence 
of  thofe  leaders,  who  alfume  authority  on  fuch  occa- 
Hons.  They  have  not  always  been  the  wifeft  in  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  that  have  been  fent  to  be 
governors  of  our  colonies:  they  are  geneially  the 
friends  of  the  minifter,  or  fomie  of  their  friends,  and 
that  is  accounted  a  fufficient  qualificaLion. 

The  congrefs  were  not  inattentive  to  their  own  in- 
terefts  jn  the  midll  of  thofe  tumults  in  the  different 
colonies,  and  they  turned  their  view  to  objefts  of  im- 
portance in  all  parts  of  the  colonies.  The  blunders 
of  our  miniftry  and  their  late  governors  taught  them 
wifdom.  They  joined  execution  with  defign,  and  en- 
deavoured to  execute  their  plans  as  fpeedily  as  pru- 
dence required.  Upon  the  third  of  March  they  fit- 
ted out  a  fquadron  of  five  frigates,  under  the  conimiand 
of  Commodore  Hopkins,  who  failed'  to  the  Baham.i 
illands,   when  they  Ilripped  the  ifland  of  Providence, 

which 
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which  is  the  principal  one,  of  a  confiderable  quanti- 
ty of  artillery  and  ftores.  They  were  however  dif- 
appointed  in.the  powder,  which  they  moft  wanted, 
through  the  prudence  of  the  governor,  who  fent  an 
hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  ic  away  in  a  fmali  veffel 
the  night  before  they  landed.  They  brought  ofi  the 
governor,  and  fome  other  public  perfons,  as  prifon- 
ers;  and  after  taking  feveral  prizes  in  their  return^ 
fell  in  at  laft  with  the  Glafgow  frigate  of  war,  accom- 
panied with  a  tender,  the  latter  of  which  they  took, 
and  the  former  efcaped  with  difficulty,  after  a  fnarp 
engagement.  • 

All  this  time,  Lord  Dunmore,  with  his  fleet  of  fu- 
gitives, continued  on  the  coads,  and  in  the  rivers  of 
Virginia,  and  remained  in  a  hovering  fituation  for  a 
great  part  of  the  year;  but  as  every  place  was  now 
ftriftly  guarded,  thefe  unhappy  people  who  had  put 
themfelves  under  his  proteftion,  fuffered  very  great 
diftreffes.  The  heat  of  the  weather,  and  the  badnefs 
and  fcarcity  of  v/ater  and  provifions,  with  the  clofe- 
nefs  and  naftinefsof  the  fmall  veiTels,  in  which  they 
were  crowded,  by  degrees  produced  that  infeftious 
and  malignant  diftemper  which  is  known  by  the  name 
of  peftilential  fever.  This  dreadful  diforder  made 
great  havoc  am.ong  them,  but  particularly  aiFeded 
the  negroes,  moft  of  whom  it  fwept  away.  After 
various  adventures,  in  which  they  were  driven  from 
place  to  place,  and  from  ifland  to  ifland,  by  the  Virgi- 
nians, feveral  of  the  veffels  were  driven  on  fhore  in  a 
gale  of  wind,  and  the  wretched  fugitives  became  cap- 
tives to  their  own  countrymen.  At  laft,  every  place 
being  fhuc  up  againft  them,  and  hoftile  to  the  remain- 
der, and  neither  water  nor  provifions  to  be  obtained 
even  at  the  expence  of  blood,  it  was  found  neceflary 

towards 
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towards  the  beginning  of  Augufl  to  burn  the  fmalleft 
and  leaft  valuable  vefiels,  and  to  lend  the  rennainder, 
amounting  to  40  or  50  fiiil,  with  the  exiles,  to  feek 
Ihelter  and  retreat  in  Florida,  Bermudas,  and  the 
Weft  Indies.  In  this  manner  ended  the  hopes  enter- 
tained by  the  employment  of  the  negroes,  to  fupprefs 
the  rebellion  in  the  fouthern  colonies.  This  meafure, 
rather  invidious  than  powerful,  tended  much  to  in- 
flame the  difcontents  iu  thefe  colonies,  without  ad- 
ding any  ftrength  to  the  FCing's  arms.  The  unhappy 
creatures  who  engaged  in  it  are  faid  to  have  perilhed 
almoft  to  a  man.  This  condticl  of  Lord  Dunmore'Sy 
in  employing  the  negroes,  and  in  burning  Norfolk, 
was  extolled  by  the  tories  at  home  as  the  moft  righ- 
teous and  heroic  proceeding,  and  all  the  venal  newf- 
papers  in  the  kingdom  echoed  his  Lord  (hip's  praifcs, 
and  commended  his  tranfaftions.  His  lofles  and  defeats 
were  denied  or  concealed  by  government  as  long  a;*.^ 
pofllble,  till  Dunmore's  difgrace  drove  the  miniftry  to 
ftill  more  defperate  experiments,  and  every  new  pro- 
jeft  to  fulfil  their  defigns  expofed  more  and  more  their 
folly  and  malignity.  Every  new  ftep  in  their  pro- 
•  ceedings,  demonftjated  the  darknefs  of  their  under^ 
{landing,  and  real  want  of  fyftem  and  method  in  all 
they  attempted  to  perform. 

Providence  for  a  feafon  feem.ed  alfo  to  frown  upon 
their  fchemes  and  meaUires,  and  \vhat  was  either  pur- 
fued  witliout  wifdom,  or  carried  on  through  pride 
and  ambition,  was  fruftrated  by  an  immediate  hand 
of  providence.  The  fleets,  trairfports,  and  vicluallers 
which  had  been  fent  to  Am.erica,  met  with  exceeding 
bad  weather  in  their  paffage,  and  fo  many  delays 
and  untoward  circumltances  of  difixrent  forts  bcf^cl 
them,    that   in   a   great  degree  fVuftratcd  the  end  of 

their 
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their  deftination.  Sir  Peter  Parker's  fquadron,  which 
failed  from  Portfrnouth  in  the  end  of  the  year,  met 
with  unexpe6ted  delays  in  Ireland,  and  bad  weather 
afterwards,  fo  that  they  did  not  arrive  at  Cape  Fear 
till  the  beginning  of  May,  where  they  were  detained 
by  various  caufes  till  the  end  of  the  month.  They 
met  there  with  General  Clinton,  who  had  already 
been  at  New-York,  and  from  thence  proceeded  to 
Virginia,  where  he  had  iheti  Lord  Dunmbre,  and 
finding  that  no  fervice  could  be  effected  at  either 
place  with  his  fmall  force^  came  to  this  place  to  wait 
for  them.  This  leafdn'of  the  year  was  very  unfortu- 
nate for  the  troops,  and  much  againft  any  operations 
which  they  intended  to  perform.  The  excefTive 
heat  rendered  the  troops  fickly,  even  at  Cape  Fear, 
notwithftanding  the  plenty  of  refrefhments  they  pro- 
cured, and  the  little  labour  they  had  upon  their 
hands.  They  found  it  neceflary  to  do  fomethingj 
and  Charleftown,  the  capital  of  South  Carolina,  be- 
ing within  the  line  of  Sir  Peter  Parker  and  Lord 
Cornwallis's  inftruflions,  they  determined  to  make  an 
imprefTion  in  that  quarter.  They  had  little  informa- 
tion of  General  Howe's  fituation,  nor  did  General 
Clinton  know  of  his  evacuating  Bofton  but  through 
the  channel  of  an  American  newfpaper.  And  it  hap- 
pened unfortunately,  that  a  veflel  which  Gen.  Howe 
had  difpatched  from  Halifax,  with  orders  for  their 
proceeding  to  the  northward,  met  with  fuch  delays  in 
her  paffage  that  Ihe  did  not  arrive  at  Cape  Fear  till  af- 
ter their  departure. 

The  fleet  anchored  off  Charleftown  bar  in  the  be- 
ginning of  June.  They  were  joined  before  they  pro- 
ceeded to  acftion  by  the  Experiment  man  of  war? 
and  the  naval  force  thai  confifted  of  the  Commodore 

Sir 
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Sir  Peter  Parker's  fliip  of  50  guns;  the  Experiment, 
of  the  fame  force;  the  Aftive,  Solebay,  Adeon, 
and  Syren,  of  18  guns  each;  the  Sphynx,  of  20,  an 
hired  armed  fhip  of  22,  a  fmall  floop  of  war,  an  arm- 
ed fchooner,  and  the  Thunderer  bomb -ketch".  The 
palTage  of  the  bar  was  a  work  of  time,  difficulty  and 
danger,  elpecially  to  the  two  large,  fliips,  which  tho* 
they  had  taken  out  their  guns,  and  ufed  every  other 
means  to  lighten  them  as  much  as  pofiible,  both 
touched  the  ground,  and  ftuck  feveral  times*  The 
land  forces  were  commanded  by  General  Clinton, 
Lord  Cornwallis,  and  Bri'gadier- General  Vaiighan 
It  is  fomewhat  furprizing  that  is  the  rime  General 
Clinton  failed  from  Bofton,  General  Lee  at  the  head 
of  a  ftrong  detachment  from  the  army  before  that 
place,  immediately  fet  out  to  fecure  New  York,  from 
the  .  fuppofed  attempt,  the  former  would  have 
made  upon  that  city.  Having  fucceeded  in  that  ob- 
ject. General  Clinton  could  not  but  be  furprized  at  his 
arrival  in  Virginia,  to  find  Lee  in  poITeffion,  and  in  the 
fame  ftate  of  preparation  in  which  he  had  left  him  at 
New  York.  Upon  Clinton's  departure  from  Cape 
Fear,  Lee  traverfed  the  continent  with  the  utmofh 
expedition,  to  fecure  North  Carolina.  And  at  length 
upon  the  further  progrefs  of  the  fleet  and  army  to  the 
fouthward,  General  Lee  again,  with  equal  celerity, 
proceeded  to  the  defence  of  Charleftown.  It  was 
fcarcely  credible  that  fo  much  expedition  could  have 
been  made  by  any  man  in  fuch  a  warm  climate  at  that 
feafon  of  the  year,  and-perhaps  no  man  ever  polled  fo 
fwiftly  amiidft  fo  great  difficulties  and  difad  vantages. — ■• 
The  animating  fpirit  of  liberty  gives  wings  to  inven- 
tion, and  vigour  to  the  animal  fpirits,  which  flaves 
and  dupes  to  power  know  nothing  of.  It  could  not 
VoL  IL  L  have 
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have  been  in  the  power  of  thofe  whofe  minds  were 
not  invigorated  by  fome  animating  principle,  to  have 
gone  through  the  fatigues,  wearineffes,  and  watchings 
of  fuch  a  tedious  journey. 

The  fi'rft  objed  of  our  forces,  after  pafTing  the  bar,  " 
■^Vas  the  back  of  afore  which  had  been  lately  erefted, 
chough  not  yet  quite  furnifhed  nor  rendered  altoge- 
ther compleat,  upon  the  fouth  weft  point  of  Sullivan 
Ifland.  This  fort  commanded  thepaflage  to  Charlef- 
rown,  which  lay  farther  weft  by  fix  miles  diftance; — 
and  though  it  had  been  but  lately  conftruCted,  was 
properly  confidercd  the  key  of  that  harbour.  It  was 
faid  that  it  was  reprefented  to  our  officers  as  in  a  more 
imperfeft  ftate  than  it  was  founds  but  fuppofing  it 
had  been  more  perfeft  than  it  was,  they  could  not  ima- 
gine that  a  raw  militia  could  have  been  able  to  have 
defended  it  any  length  of  time  againft  the  great  weight 
of  metal  and  the  force  of  fire  from  our  fhips,  even  ex-> 
eluding  the  co-operation  of  the  land  forces.  So 
partial  were  our  people  in  their  judgment  concern- 
ing their  own  prowefs,  and  the  force  and  valour  of 
their  enemies.  The  colonifts  had  confidered  the 
danger  before  they  engaged  in  it,  and  knew  the  opi- 
nion which  the  Britiili  forces  had  of  their  courage; 
they  were  dertermined  for  once  to  put  the  Britifh  in- 
trepidity to  trial,  and  fliew  them  a  fpecimen  what  a 
militia,  animated   by  the  fpirit  of  liberty,  could  do. 

Our  troops  were  landed  on  Long  Ifland,  which  lies 
nearer,  and  to  the  eaftward  of  Sullivan's  being  fepa- 
rated  only  by  fome  flioals,  and  a  creek  called  the 
Breech,  which  are  deemetl  pafiable  at  low  water,  the 
ford  being  reprefented  to  our  people  as  only  18 
inches  in  depth  in  that  ftate.  The  Carolians  had 
foft-d  fome  forces   with  a  few  pieces  of  cannon  near 

the 
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the  north-eafl:  extremity  of  Sullivan's  ifland,  at  the 
diftanceof  two  miles  from  the  fort,  where  they  had 
thrown  up  works  to  prevent  the  paffage  of  the  royal 
army  over  the  breech.  General  Lee  was  encamped 
with  a  confiderable  body  of  forces  upon  the  continent 
at  the  back  and  to  northward  of  the  ifland,  with 
which  he  had  a  communication  open  by  a  bridge  of 
boats,  and  could  by  that  means  at  any  time  march  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  his  forces  to  fupport  that  poft 
which  was  oppoled  to  our  men's  pafTing  from  Long 
Ifland.  The  latter  is  a  naked  burning  fand,  where 
the  troops  fuffered  greatly  r'rom  their  expofure  to 
theintenfe  heat  of  the  fun.  Both  the  fleet  and  armv 
were  greatly  diftrefied  through  the  badnefs  of  the 
v/ater:  that  which  is  found  upon  the  fea  coaft  of  Caro- 
lina being  very  brackifh.  Nor  were  they  in  better 
condition  with  refpeft  to  the  quantity  orqualitv  of  their 
provifions.  Tho'  the  greatefl:  difpatch  was  nec-eflTarv 
on  account  of  thefe  inconveniences,  yet  fuch  delays 
occurred  in  carrying  the  deiign  into  execution,  that 
it  was  near  the  end  of  the  month  before  the  attack  on 
Sullivan's  ifland  took  place;  a  feafon  which  was  ap- 
plied by  the  provincials  with  great  diligence  for  com- 
pleating  their  works.  Every  thing  being  at  length 
fettled  between  the  commanders  by  fea  and  land,  the 
Thunderer  bomb,  covered  by  the  armed  fliips,  took 
her  fl;ation  in  the  morning,  and  began  the  attack  by 
throwing  fhells  at  the  fort  as  the  fleet  advanced. 
About  eleven  o'clock  the  Briftol,  Experiment,  Aftive, 
and  Solebay,  brought  up  dire6l}y  againft  the  fort  and 
began  a  mofl:  furious  and  inceflfant  cannonade. — The 
Sphynx,  A6leon,  and  Syren,  were  ordered  to  the 
wefl;ward,  to  take  their  fl:ation  between  the  end  of  the 
iiland  and  Charkfl:own,  with  a  defjgn  to  explode  the 

L  2.  works 
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works  of  the  fort,  and,  if  poffible,  to  cut  off  the  com- 
munication between  the  ifland  and  continent,  which 
would  of  courfe  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  garrifon,  as 
well  as  all  fuccours  for  its  affiftance.  There  was  alfo 
another  intention  in  this  pofition  of  the  fliips,  namely, 
to  prevent  any  attempt  offending  the  fhips  to  inter- 
rupt the  attack.  This  part  of  the  defign  was  rendered 
unfortunate  by  the  ftrange  unfldlfulnefs  of  the  pilot, 
whoentangled  the  frigates  in  the  jfhoals  called  the  Mid- 
dle Grounds,  where  they  all  ftuck  faftj  and  though 
two  of  them  v^ere  in  fome  time  got  off  with  danger  and 
difficulty,  it  was  then  too  late,  and  they  were  in  no 
Condition  to  execute  the  intended  fervice.  The 
Acleon  could  not  be  got  off,  and  was  burnt  by  the 
officers  and  crew  the  next  morning,  to  prevent  her 
materials  and  ftores  from  becoming  a  prey  to  the 
enemy. 

Whilft  a  continued  cannonade  from  the  fhjps  feemed 
fufficient  to  Ihake  the  firmnefs  of  the  braveft  foe,  and 
daunt  the  courage  of  the  braveft  foldiers,  the  return 
made  from  the  fort  was  equally  terrible,  and  could 
nor  fail  of  calling  for  refpeft,  as  well  as  of  ftriking 
terror  into  every  Britifli  feaman. 

In  the  midft  of  that  dreadful  roar  of  artillery,  they 
flood  to  their  guns  with  the  greateft  firmnefs  and  con- 
flancy,  and  fired  with  fuch  deliberation  and  coolnefs 
that  they  fcldom  miffed  their  aim.  The  ffiips  fuffered 
prcdigiouflyi  they  v/ere  almoft  torn  to  pieces,  and 
the  Daughter  was  dreadful.  Scarcely  was  ever  Britifh 
valour  put  to  fo  fevere  a  trial,  nor  ever  did  our  army 
in  any  engagement  of  the  fame  nature,  meet  with  fo 
rude  an  encounter.  They  began  now  to  find  that 
Sullivan  fort  was  not  fo  eafilv  taken  as  they  appre- 
hended, and  that  the  cowards  in  Carolina  had  chang- 
ed 
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ed  their  charafter.  The  fprings  of  the  Briftol's  cable 
were  cut  off  by  the  fliot,  and  fhe  lay  for  fome  time 
expofed  as  a  mark  to  the  fire  of  the  fort,  and  was 
moft  terribly  raked.  Capt.  Morrisj  who  had  fhewn 
much  bravery,  was  covered  with  wounds,  though  he 
fhill  kept  his  llation,  and  refufed  to  retire,  until  his 
arm  being  Ihot  off,  he  was  carried  away  in  a  condi- 
tion that  did  not  afford  a  poffibility  of  his  recovery. 
The  quarter-deck  of  the  Briilol  was  once  cleared  of 
every  perfon  except  the  commodore,  who  flood  alone 
a   fpedacle  of  firmnefs    and   intrepidity,    v/hich   has 

never  been  excelled,    and  feldom  equalled. The 

others  on  that  deck  were  either  carried  dov/n  to  have 
their  wounds  dreffed,  or  were  killed  in  the  conflid:. 
Captain  Scott  of  the  Experiment,  had  his  own  fhare 
of  the  danger  or  glory,  who,  befides  the  lofs  of  an 
arm,  received  fo  many  other  wounds,  that  his  life  was 
atrfirft  defpaired  of.  Our  fleet  thought  once  that  they 
had  filenced  the  fort,  and  concluded  that  the  day  was 
their  own,  and  that  the  forces  on  fliore  might  have 
taken  poffeffion, thereof,  but  in  this  they  were  mifta- 
ken;  for  this  filence  proceeded  from  the  want  of  am- 
munition, which  the  provincials  Ijad  to  carry  from  the 
continent.  It  feems  indeed  extraordinary,  that  a  de- 
tachment of  land  forces  was  not  ready  to  take  the 
advantage  of  the  filence  of  the  fort,  and  improve  this 
opportunity.  The  reafons  of  this  has  never  been 
fufficiently  cleared  up  by  any  well-authenticated  ac- 
counts :  fome  have  blamed  the  commander  in  chief 
for  not  co-operating  with  the  fleet,  whilft  others  have 
attempted  to  fnew  that  it  was  impoffible  for  thv,  land 
forces  to  afford  them  any  affiilance.  To  lit  forth 
the  bi-avery  of  our  feamen,  it  was  ftrongly  afferted  at 
homiC,   that  they  drove  the  Americans  from  the  fort; 

hut 
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but  this  does  not  at  all  appear  to  have  been  the  cafe. 
For  the  garrifon  received  the  thanks  and  praife  of  the 
Americans,  as  weli  as  of  General  Lee,  which  is  a  proof 
that  they  did  not  believe  that  they  abandoned  the  fort, 
deferted  the  guns,  or  were  changed,  though  they 
raight  be,  and  certainly  were,  reinforced. 

During  this  very  fevere  and  hot  conteil,  the  feamen 
looked  often  and  impatiently  towards  the  eaft,  to  fee 
the  land  forces  advance  from  Long  Ifland,  to  draw 
the  rebels  from  the  fort  and  entrenchments.  In  thefe 
hopes  they  were  grievoufly  difappointed.  What  was 
the  reafon  of  this  ina6lion  of  the  land  forces  has  never 
been  fully  explained.  The  papers  publiflied  by  au- 
thority are  fo  totally  defeftive  and. unfatisfacftory  up- 
on this  point,  that  it  is  impofTible  to  learn  any  thing 
from  them  to  clear  up  this  matter.  The  Gazette 
upon  this  occafion  is  the  moft  jarring  and  inconfiftent 
account  that  ever  was  given  of  any  tranfaftion  of  fuch 
a  nature,  and  it  is  impoffible  to  form  any  other  conclu- 
fion  from  that  paper,  than  that  it  was  compofed  to 
throw  mill:  and  darknefs  upon  the  fubjeft.  From  the 
day  that  the  aftion  at  Bunker's-hill  happened  till 
this  prefent  time,  the  literary  compofition,  as  well  as 
the  art  of  war,  feems  to  have  forfaken  the  Britilh  mi- 
niftry  and  officers ;  for  in  their  account  of  the  vari- 
ous tranfaftions  of  this  unhallowed  war,  there  ap- 
pears to  be  nothing  but  confufion,  inconfiftency,  and 
want  of  method. 

The  Gazette  fays,  that  the  king's  troops  were 
i topped  by  an  im practicable  depth  of  water,  where 
they  expefted  to  have  pailed  almoft  dryfliod.  This 
IS  fuch  an  imputation  upon  the  charafter  of  the  offi- 
C'-TS,  and  particularlv  the  commander  in  chief,  as  fets 

them 
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them  forth  in  the  moft  defpicable  light.     To  fuppofe 
that  General  Clinton  and  his  officers  fhould  have  been 
nineteen  days  in  that  Imali  ifland,  without  ever  exa- 
mining until  the  very  time  of  action,  the  nature  of  the 
only  paffage  by   which  they  could  render  any  fervice 
to  their  friends,  and  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  their  land- 
ino-,   and  the  end  of  the   expedition,  appears  an  in- 
tolerable want  of  military  prudence   and  circumfpec- 
tion.     In  the  way  the  Gazette  tells  this  ftory.  Gene- 
ral Clinton  deferved   to  have  been  feverely  cenfured 
and  puniflied  for  his   negligence  and  inattention;    for 
provided  he  had   intended  to  have  driven  a  flock  ot 
fheep  over  the  continent,  it  would  have  been  neccffa- 
ry  to  have  founded  the  depth   of  the  water,  before- 
hand to  have   found  whether  it  was  pofTible   to  pals 
them   over  without  drowning    them.     There   might 
perhaps  be  reafons  for  concealing  the  true  ftate  of  this 
affair,  and   probably  no  blame  to   be   imputed  to  the 
commander  and  officers.     General  Clinton  certainly 
a61:ed  wifely  in  not  attempting  to  pafs  over  the  con- 
tinent,   for  there  was   fuch  a   force   under   General 
Lee,  and  fo  Vv'ell  pofted,  that  had  our  men  advanced 
as  was  expefted,    it  would  have   been  impoffible   to 
have  faved  them  from  a  total  overthrow.     The  com- 
mander in  chief  in  that  expedition  was  never  believed 
to  have  written  thefe   accounts  that  were  printed  in 
his  name  concerning  his  m.iftake  about  the  depth  of 
the  water:   this  v/as  always  confidered  as  a  minillerial 
apology  framed  by  thofe  who   manufaftured   the  Ga- 
zette, who  for  want -of  common   fenfe,  inferted   thac 

abfurdity  in  the  paper. They  were   not  willing  to 

allow  that  the  colonifts  had  either  force  or  courage  to 
oppofe  our  men,  and  therefore  they  created  kvcn 
feet  of  water   to  ureferve  their   1:0 wer   and   coura^^r, 

and 
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and  to  fiipport  their  own  idea  of  the  American  pufil- 
animity.  It  was  not  the  depth  of  the  water  that  pre- 
vented General  Clinton  from  attacking  Sullivan  fort; 
but  his  own  prudence  and  fagacity,  who,  vfhen  he 
perceived,  upon  a  nearer  infpedtion,  the  force  of  the 
enemy,  and  that  to  attack  them  would  be  attended 
with  certain  deftruclion  to  his  own  army,  he  wifely 
defifted  from  an  experiment  that  could  do  no  good, 
but  would  have  been  attended  with  much  evil,  both 
to  himfelf,  and  the  caufe  he  was  engaged  in,  It  has 
been  the  ill  fortune  of  thofe  brave  officers  who  have 
ferved  the  prefent  government  in  this  ruinous  war, 
never  to  have  their  aftions  fairly  ftatcd  in  the  public 
accounts  of  their  proceedings.  They  have  at  one 
time  been  extolled  beyond  all  the  limits  of  difcretion, 
as  heroes  of  extraordinary  magnitude,  and  by  the  very 
fame  authority  leflened  and  depreciated  to  the  loweft 
degree  of  chara6ler. 

By  comparing  all  accounts  concerning  the  attack 
upon  Sullivan's  Ifland,  it  appears  that  our  people  had 
been  miftaken  in  eftimating  the  ftrength  and  force  of 
the  colonifts,  and  that  they  found  they  had  much 
more  to  do  than  fubdue  Sullivan  fort.  An  army  rea- 
dy appointed  and  well  polled  was  prepared  to  receive 
them,  which  if  tliey  had  proceeded  to  attack,  they 
mull  iiave  fallen  a  facrifice  to  their  own  folly  and  rafh- 
nefs. 

This  adion  continued  till  the  darknefs  of  the  night 
compelled  the  ailailants  to  defift  j  they  however  fhewed 
much  unv.'illingnefs  notwithftanding  their  wearinefs, 
lofs,  and  fatigue,  to  give  np  the  enterprize.  Sir  Peter 
Parker  after  ufing  every  effort  which  bravery  is  capa- 
ble of,  finding  that  all  iiope  of  fuccefs  was  at  an  end, 
and  the   ebbing  tide  near  fpent,   withdrew  his  Ihat- 

tered 
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tered  veflels  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  of  the 
evening,  after  an  engagement  which  had  been  fup- 
ported  for  above  ten  hours  with  uncommon  courage 
and  bravery.  The  Briftol  had  iii,  and  the  Expe- 
riment 79  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  both  fhips  had 
received  fo  much  damage,  that  the  provincials  con- 
ceived hopes  that  they  could  not  have  been  got  over 
the  bar.  The  frigates  did  not  fuffer  fo  fevercly,  for 
the  provincials  pointed  their  fire  principally  at  the 
great  Ihips.  The  bomb  veflel  did  little  fervice  upon 
this  occafion;  there  appeared  to  be  a  real  want  of  art 
in  the  management  of  the  mortars,  for  feme  were 
overcharged,  and  the  beds  fo  fhattered  and  loofed 
that  they  were  rendered  uftlefs. 

It  was  not  expected  that  their  fmall  infignificanc 
fort  would  have  been  able  to  withfland  the  heavy 
fire  of  our  fhips  the  fpace  of  one  hour,  though  upon 
trial  it  was  found  that  after  ten  hours  fevere  cannon- 
ade, it  was  as  far  from  being  reduced  as  at  the  be- 
ginning. The  provincials  fhewed  on  this  occafion 
both  fkill  and  intrepidity,  which  would  have  done 
honour  to  veteran  troops;  both  ofHcers  and  men  per- 
formed their  duty  to  the  amazement  of  their  enemies, 
and  conduced  their  fire  with  fuch  deliberation  and 
defign,  that  almoft  every  fliot  did  execution.  The 
carnage  aboard  the  Brirtol  and  Experiment  was 
dreadful,  and  the  fliips  were  hulled  in  a  terrible  man- 
ner. The  guns  of  the  fort  are  faid  to  have  been  42 
pounders,  and  were  formerly  thofe  that  belonged  to 
the  Foiidroyant  man  of  war,  which  had  been  former- 
ly taken  from  the  French  1  thefe  did  dreadful  execu- 
tion. The  Britifn  failors  did  all  that  brave  men 
could  do,  but  as  the  land  forces  could  npt  pofiiblv 
Vol.  II.  M  affifl 
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affift  them,  they  were  obliged,  with  great  reludance, 
to  give  lip  this  dangerous  and  fatal  attempt. 

Colonel  Mouitrie,  who  commanded  in  the  fort,  re- 
ceived great  and  deferved  praife  from  his   country- 
men, for  the  courage   and   conduft  by   which  he  was 
fo  much  diftinguifhed  in  its  defence.     The  garrifon 
alfo  received  great  applaufe,  and  a  ferjeant  was  pub- 
licly honoured  with  a  prefent  of  a  fword,  from  the 
prefident  of  the  Congrefs,  for  a  particular  a6t  of  bra- 
very.    This   defence  greatly  raifed  the  charafter  of 
the  Carolinians,  and  the  fouthern  colonies,  and  taught 
our  miniftry  that  the  colonifts   in  all  quarters  were 
in  earncft.     They  had  falfely  affirmed,  that  the  colo- 
nifts in  the  fouth  vv-ere  not  fo  hardy  and  brave  as  the 
New  England  ones,   and  thofe  in  the  north,  and  that 
the  climate  or  fomething  peculiar  to  thefe  colonies, 
made  them   all   naturally  cowards.     This   was   now 
fully  refuted  by  an  experiment  which  the  miniftry 
could  not  help  feeling  in  the  moft  tender  manner, 
though   their  penfioned  fcribbiers   corttinue  to  harp 
ftill  upon  the  fame  ftring,  and  repeat  the  fame  notes. 
Men  who  are  themfelves  ilaves  either  to  their  lufts,  or 
to  the  will  and  pleafure  of  other  men,   have  no  ideas 
concerning  thofe  exertions,  both  of  mind  and  body, 
with  which  the  fpirit  of  liberty  infpires  thofe  that  are 
poflefled  with  it.     It  is  with  fuch  as  it  is   with  diflio- 
neft  men,   who   themfelves  pay   no  regard    to  truth, 
they  believe  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  honefty  in 
the  world. 

The  apologies  at  home  for  this  mifcarriage  were  as 
inconfiftent  as  the  attempt  itfelf.  The  blame  was  laid 
upon  the  Iieat  of  the  weather  and  the  depth  of  the 
water,  which  was  not  forefeen  till  the  moment  of  ac- 
tion, and  by  this  kind  of  apology,  when  they  were 
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commending  the  wifdom  of  the  officers  and  the  braveiy 
of  the  Britifh  troops,  they  were  expofing  them  to  the 
world  as  deftitute  of  common  fenfe  and  difcredon. — 
The  heat  of  the  weather  might  have  eafiiy  been  fore- 
ken,  and  the  depth  of  the  water  founded  in  the  fpace 
of  nineteen  days.  But  the  advocates  for  the  fcheaies 
of  the  miniflry  were  willing  rather  to  publifh  the  groff- 
eft  abfurdities  than  to  admit  that  their  fchemes  were 
erroneous,  or  that  the  colonifts  had  any  courage. 

Before  we  proceed  to  the  progrefs  of  the  grand 
army  under  General  Howe,  it  mufc  be  obferved,  that 
durino;  the  tranfaftions  in  Carolina,  the  continental 
congrefs  took  an  opportunity  to  found  the  minds  of 
the  people  concerning  a  declaration  of  independency, 
and  by  every  pofilble  means  to  prepare  them  for  ic. — 
Upon  the  15th  of  May  they  fent  a  fort  of  circular 
manifeilo  to  the  feveral  colonies,  ftatin.-^  the  caufes 
which  rendered  it,  as  they  faid,  neceffary,  that  all  au- 
thority of  the  crown  fhould  be  totally  fuppreffed,  and 
all  the  powers  of  government  taken  into  their  own 
hands.  As  this  was  an  adventurous  proceeding,  and 
new  in  the  hiftory  of  fociety,  we  will  be  obliged  co 
take  a  view  of  the  arguments  offered  by  the  colon  ids 
in  defence  of  their  pradice,  as  well  as  of  thofe  offered 
by  government  for  their  claims  of  legiflation.  To  fet 
this  matter  in  as  clear  a  light  as  poffible,  we  fliall  firft 
take  a  view  of  the  proceedings  of  parliament,  which 
occafioned  this  manifeilo,  and  afterwards  the  rcfolu- 
tion  of  the  congrefs.  This  jfhall  be  nearly  done  in  tiic 
words  and  ftile  of  the  debates  and  fpeeches  in  borii 
houfes.  The  lubje6t  is  copious,  and  though  it  is 
abridged  as  much  as  polTible,  yet  it  ilill  will  appear 
bulky  to  the  view  of  many,  but  it  will  be  inipoHible 
to  underfland  the  merits   of  this  controverfy  without 
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fome  particular  confideration  of  the  tranfadlions  at 
home.  To  determine  fairly  with  refpeft  to  this  un- 
happy difpyte,  the  fprings  of  adlion  muft  always  be 
kept  in  view,  and  thefe  we  only  can  learn  from  the  va- 
rious proceedings  and  debates  which  were  antecedent 
to  the  operations  of  the  different  fhips  of  war.  Ad- 
minillration  were  now  fo  clofely  entangled  in  the  Ame- 
rican war,  and  a  fyftem  of  their  own  devifing,  that 
there  was  fcarcely  a  poffibility  of  overthrowing  the 
one  without  overthrowing  the  other  :  and  that  fyftem 
was  fo  firmly  fupported,  that  nothing  lefs  than  fome 
extraordinary  and  violent  convulfion  appeared  even 
capable  of  fhaking  its  foundation.  Yet  notwithftand- 
ing  this  fecunty,  the  miniftry  could  not  help  feeling 
great  uneafinefs  at  the  accounts  they  were  daily  re- 
ceiving from  the  colonies  during  the  fitting  of  parlia- 
ment. For  though  the  oppofition  were  not  very  ftrong 
in  number,  they  were  very  quick  fighted  in  difcover- 
ing  their  faults,  and  as  indefatigable  in  expofing  them, 
and  having  effe6b  through  all  their  winding  mazes  up 
to  their  caufes.  Matters  were  now  come  to  that  pafs 
that  it  was  fcarcely  poflible  to  put  a  good  face  on  them 
either  to  the  parliament  or  to  the  nation.  The  miniftry 
were  on  this  occafion  put  to  their  laft  ftiifts  to  make 
things  appear  with  any  kind  of  decent  grace  to  the 
public. 
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Proceedings  in  Parliament — A  letter  from  New  Tork.-^ 
Petition  from  the  Congrejs  by  Penn — Petition  from 
Newfoundland — 'The  Americans  declare  themjelves 
Independent — Preparations  for    War — hord    Howe 

arrives   at   Halifax — Arrives  at  Staten  Ifland 

Sends  Papers  to  JVaJhington — An  attempt  upon  Long 
IJland  refolved — The  Progrejs  of  the  War,  6cc, 


THE  calling  of  a  new  parliament  had  rubbed  off 
fome  miniflerial  incumbrances; — all  engage- 
ments, promifes,  and  miftakes,  with  the  old,  were 
now  obliterated  with  one  dafh.  But  a  new  and  heavy 
reckoning  had  already  been  contraded  in  one  fefTion, 
which  had  elafped  of  that  prefent  parliament.  The 
reftraining  bills  paffed  by  the  new  parliament  were 
to  have  affixed  afeal  to  all  the  afls  of  its  predeceflbrs. 
The  general  diftrefs  arifing  from  a  general  punifli- 
ment  in  the  colonies,  would,  it  was  hoped,  render  the 
majority  the  avengers  of  the  caufe  of  government, 
and  the  punifhers  of  the  incorrigible.  The  concilia- 
tory refolution,  independent  of  every  other  thing,  in 
its  double  capacity  of  converting  and  dividing,  was 
fuppofed  to  be  well  adapted  to  accomplifli  all  that  was 
wanted.  To  thefe  was  alfo  added,  an  army  fufficient 
as  the  fanguine  opinion,  to  look  America  into  fubjec- 
tion,  without  the  trouble  of  flriking  a  blow.     And  to 
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crown  the  whole,  a  naval  force  was  to  be  fent,  which 
of  itfelf  would  be  almoft  equal  to  accompiilh  the 
whole  purpofe.  Time  has  already  Ihewn  how  badly 
the  miniftry  have  been  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of 
the  Americans. 

Thefe  branches  of  the  fcheme  of  the  miniftry  be- 
came a  fubje6t  of  animadverfion,  and  it  was  not  an  ea- 
fy  taflc  for  their  friends  to  fet  afide  the  charges  of  mif- 
information,  ignorance,  mifconception,  and  want  of 
capacity,  which  would  attend  them.  The  queftions 
concerning  the  war  were  exceedingly  embarraffing. 
It  was  afked,  finte  extremities  were  determined  upon, 
why  was  not  a  fufficient  force  fent  in  time  to  prevent 
or  overcome  all  oppofition?  Why  has  a  courfe  been 
purfued  for  feveral  years  to  provoke  the  colonies, 
warn  them  of  their  danger,  and  give  them  time  to 
put  themfelves  into  the  prefent  ftrong  ftate  of  de- 
fence ?  If  it  now  appears,  faid  the  oppofers  of  the 
miniftry,  that  five  times  the  number  are  not  fufficient 
for  the  fervice,  how  could  the  miniftry  be  fo  totally 
ignorant  and  miftnformed  as  to  fuppofe  that  10,000 
men  could  fubdue  America  without  bloodftied?-— — 
Thefe  and  many  other  queftions  were  put  to  the  mi- 
nifter,  which  he  could  not  eafily  anfwer. 

To  remedy  the  evils  arifing  from  paft  tardinefs  and 
inaftion,  it  was  now  determined  to  carry  on  the  war 
with  a  vigour  that  would  aftonifti  all  Europe,  and  to 
employ  fuch  an  army  in  the  enfuing  campaign  as  never 
before  had  been  feen  in  the  weftern  world.  This 
it  was  alledged,  befides  the  main  and  grand  obje6t, 
would  moft  eite£lually  filence  all  clamours,  and  pre- 
vent troubles  and  ufelefs  enquiries.  When  the  peo- 
ple were  once  heartily  engaged  in  a  war,  they  would 
not  take  time  to  recoiled,  much  lefs  to  animadvert 
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upon  the  original  caufe  of  the  difpute,  but  would  in 
their  ufual  manner,  and  from  their  natural  difpofition, 
carry  it  on  with  keennefs,  and  if  gratified  now  and 
then  with  a  brilliant  ftroke  of  fuccefs,  take  no  further 
notice  concerning  future  burthens  and  confequences ; 
by  this  method  the  public  opinion  would  be  fecured. 
They  had  already  Ihewn  a  decided  fuperiority  in  par- 
liament, and  the  efforts  of  the  minority  ftruggling  with 
the  general  opinion,  and  direded  againft  the  apparent 
national  intereft,  would  only  tend  to  render  them  every 
day  more  feeble,  and  deprive  them  of  that  popularity 
that  is  the  foul  of  oppofition.  This  was  good  enough 
reafoning  for  a  cabinet  exercife,  but  the  practice  of  it 
was  not  fo  very  eafy.  The  Americans  were  now  upon 
their  guard,  and  provided  for  the  word  they  could  do, 
and  there  were  now  many  things  to  dim  the  brilliance 
of  the  ftrokes  of  fuccefs  they  had  in  view.  As  the  pub- 
lic opinion  depended  upon  thefe  brilliant  ftrokes,  it 
was  impoflible  to  gain  it  before  they  were  made,  and 
as  all  they  had  yet  done  was  of  a  different  character, 
the  public  could  not  give  them  credit  for  any  thing 
that  was  yet  to  come. 

There  was  one  thing  which  greatly  ihewed  the 
ficklenefs  and  the  inconftancy  of  the  people.  The 
late  checks  which  the  Americans  had  given  our  troops 
affe6led  the  national  and  military  pride.  Many  of 
thofe  who  had  not  approved  of  our  late  condud;  with 
refped  to  the  colonies,  thought  it  now  too  late  to  look 
back,  or  to  inquire  into  paft  caufes  ;  they  now  thought 
that  government  was  to  be  fupported  at  all  events,  and 
that  they  were  not  to  hefitate  at  any  expence  or  dan- 
ger to  preferve  our  dominions,  and  whoever  was  right 
in  the  beginning,  the  American  infolence  deferved 
chaftifement  at  that  prefent  time..    This  was  a  method 

of 


96  HISTORY    OF  A.  D.  1776. 

of  reafoning  immoral  in  its  nature,  and  deftroyed 
every  principle  of  truth  and  virtue  ; — for  if  the  Ameri- 
cans were  right  in  the  beginning,  and  we  were  in  the 
wrong,  it  would  certainly  have  been  a  laudable  and 
juft  proceeding  to  have  confeflfed  our  error,  and  to 
have  forfaken  it.  But  becaufe  our  brethren  would 
not  depart  from  juftice,  rather  than  confefs  our  faults 
and  reform  our  condu6b,  we  would  purfue  them  to 
death  for  their  infolence  of  being  virtuous.  This  fets 
forth  a  number  of  men  in  a  moft  pitiful  anddifadvan- 
tageous  point  of  view,  who  throw  juftice  and  equity 
out  of  the  queftion,  and  for  the  fake  of  a  felfifh  policy 
purfue  the  moft  iniquitous  and  immoral  pra<ftices. — 
We  fhall  fee  when  we  come  to  the  arguments  upon 
the  principal  merits  of  this  controverfy,  what  has  been 
laid  upon  this  point. 

The  lofs  arifing  from  the  want  of  the  American 
commerce  was  for  fome  time  not  felt.  The  prodi- 
gious remittance  in  corn  during  our  fcarcity,  which, 
we  muft  do  the  commercians  the  juftice  to  fay,  they 
with  honefty  made  in  difcharge  of  their  debts,  with 
the  much  larger  than  their  ufual  fum  which  they  were 
enabled  to  pay,  from  the  advanced  prices  of  oil  and 
tobacco,  and  other  commodities,  all  together  occafion- 
ed  a  prodigious  influx  of  money.  The  failing  of  the 
flota  from  Spain,  the  armament  againft  Algiers,  and 
the  peace  between  the  Turks  and  the  Ruffians,  occa- 
iioned  an  unufual  demand  for  goods  and  manufaftures 
of  various  forts,  from  Spain,  the  north  of  Europe,  and 
Turkey,  which  keeping  up  a  brifk  circulation  in  trade, 
bufinefs,  and  money,  all  contributed  to  the  fame  ef- 
fe(5t.  The  fupplying  of  an  army  and  navy  with  provi- 
fions  and  neceffiiries  of  every  fort,  at  fo  prodigious  a 
diltancej  gave  employment  and  emolument  to  an  infi- 
nite 
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fiite  number  of  people  engaged  In  the  tranfport  fer- 
vice,  which  would  have  been  othervvife  idle,  and 
caufcd  fuch  a  buftle  of  bufinefs  and  circulation  of  cafh, 
as  checked  all  obfervation  of  other  deficiencies,  and 
ftifled  all  attention  to  future  confequences.  A  golden 
harveft  was  not  only  opened  to  the  view  of  contrac- 
tors, but  they  had  already  enjoyed  fuch  a  fhare  of  the 
fruits,  as  was  fufficient  to  excite  the  mofl  eager  rage 
for  its  continuance  and  renewal.  It  would  be  fuper- 
fluous  to  mention  the  numberlefs  dealers  and  gamblers 
in  the  lottery,  fiocks,  and  other  money  tranfaftions^, 
who  generally  profit  by  all  wars.  Thefe  contributed 
for  a  feafon  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  people,  and 

to  animate   them   to  this  civil   contention. This 

temporary  flow  of  the  fpirits  of  fome  individuals 
in  the  nation,  could  not  animate  the  whole  body, 
nor  long  continue  to  flow  in  the  fame  manner  in  the 
fame  perfons.  It  was  no  more  than  a  fort  of  tempo- 
rary impulfe  arifing  from  an  accidental  caufe,  which 
was  foon  likely  to  ceafe,  when  a  confumption  equal 
to  the  irregularity  of  the  form.er  motion  of  fpirits  in 
the  body  politic  would  readily  happen.  The  Ame- 
rican, Weft  Indian,  and  Afi^ican  merchants,  with  the 
planters  in  the  Weft  Indies,  had  long  forefeen,  and 
already  too  deeply  experienced  the  fatal  efFefts  of  the 
prcfent  unhappy  conteft.  They  with  feveral  mer- 
chants in  the  capital  and  Briftol,  ftill  wiihed  and 
ftruggled  to  have  matters  reftored  to  their  ancient 
ftate,  and  reprobated  all  the  meafures  that  tended  to 
the  prefent  crifis. 

A  great  numxber  of  the  people  in  ether  places,  the' 
lefs  loud  in  their  demand  for  peace,  ftill  more  diffa- 
tisfied  v/ith  the  prefent  meafures.  In  Ireland  almoft 
Vol.   il.  '  N  ail 
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all  the  people,  except  a  few  penfioners  or  fome  of  the 
clergy,  were  againfl:  the  meafures  of  government. 

There  was  a  flrange  indifference  and  want  of  feel- 
ing prevailed  at  this  time  among  all  ranks  of  people, 
with  regard  to  public  affairs,  thro'  all  the  country; 
of  which  there  was  a  ftrong  proof  given  which  will 
readily  recur  to  every  body's  memory,  that  the  ac- 
counts of  many  of  the  late  military  tranfactions,  as 
well  as  political  proceedings  of  very  great  importance, 
were  received  with  as  much  indifference,  and  canvaf- 
fed  with  as  much  coolnefs  and  unconcern,  as  if  they 
had  happened  to  two  nations  with  which  they  were 
no  ways  conne61:ed.  We  muft  from  thefe  obferva- 
tions  except  the  people  of  Scotland,  who  almofl  uni- 
verfally,  fo  far  as  they  could  be  defcribed  or  diftin- 
guifhed  under  any  particular  denomination,  not  only 
applauded,  but  offered  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  fup- 
port  of  the  prefent  meafures.  The  fame  approba- 
tion was  alfo  given,  and  affurances  made,  though  with 
lefs  earneftnefs  and  unanimity  by  a  great  number  of 
towns  in  England.  One  thing  which  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  political  barometer  with  refpeft  to  the  fen- 
timents  of  the  lower  ranks  of  people  in  cafes  of  that 
nature,  was  at  this  time  exceedingly  low,  namely,  the 
recruiting  fervice.  This  went  on  llowly,  and  very 
few  either  in  England  or  Ireland  were  fond  of  either 
the  land  or  fea  fervice,  though  great  encouragement 
v/as  given,  and  no  means  was  left  untried  for  making 
of  extraordinary  levies.  In  the  midft  of  all  thefe  po- 
litical commotions,  the  city  of  London  made  a  capital 
figure  in  oppofition  to  the  miniftry  and  the  meafures 
which  they  were  now  purfuing.  A  petition  and  re- 
monftrance  was  agreed  upon  by  the  livery  of  that  city, 
which   flrongly   reprobated    the  meafures  that  were 

going 
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going  on,  but  as  the  King  would  not  receive  it  upon 
his  throne,  it  was  not  prefented. 

Sonne   fhort  time  before   thefe  tranfaftions  of  the 
city  of  London  which  related  to  the  petition  and  re- 
monftrance,  a  letter  was  received   from   the  commit- 
tee of  New  York,  addrelTed  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen,   and  common  council,   together  with  a  copy 
of  their   affociation,  a  recital  of  moft  of  thofe  griev- 
ances and  complaints  which  we  have  often  taken  no- 
tice of  in  this  hiftory.     In  this  paper  they  reje^fled  and. 
cenfured  feverely  Lord  North's  concilitary   propofi- 
tions.     They  declared   that  the   colony   was  willing 
and  ready  according  to  the  ancient  conftitution,  and 
upon  equitable  emergencies,  to  contribute  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  empire;  but  alfo  declared,  that  asEnglifh- 
men  they  would  do  it  of  their  voluntary  gift,  and  not 
by  arbitrary  compulfion.     They  teftified  rheir  fidciiry 
and  inviolable   loyalty,    with  their  affeftion   to  their 
country;   they  ftated  the  great  danger  of  further  pro- 
vocation with  refpedl  to  the  colonies,   declaring  the 
unanimity  of  their  citizens  in  defending  their  rights 
at  all  rifques,   and  they  fignified  their  confidence  and 
trufl  in  the  vigorous  exertions  of  the  city  of  London 
towards  reitoring  union,  mutual  confidence,  and  peace 
to  the  whole  empire.     All   thefe  proceedings  mark- 
ed the  fpirit  and  temper  of  the  people  both  at  home 
and  in  the  colonies;    but  the  minillry  being  bent  upon 
their  own  fchemes,  remained  callous   to  all  notices-, 
advice,  petitions,  remonftrances,  and  exhortations.— 
It  appears  that  this  was  to   them   and  their  party  the 
hour  and  power  of  darknefs. 

The  officers  in  the  army  were  not  altogether  fond 
of  the  American  war;  fome  perfons  of  the  firft  rank 
who  had  commiiTions,'  refigned  and  refufed  to  ferve 

N  2  any 
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any  longer  In  a  fervice  fo  unnatural  in  itfelf  and  ru- 
inous to  the  Britifh  empire.  Among  thefe  the  Earl 
of  Efiingham  made  the  firft  figure.  This  nobleman 
whofe  military  genius  had  led  him  when  a  youth  into 
the  army,  and  fince  prompted  him  to  ripen  theory 
with  prafticCj,  wherever  real  fervice  was  to  be  found, 
by  acting  as  a  volunteer  in  the  war  between  the  Turks 
and  Ruffians,  had  fmce  his  return,  as  a  peer  in  parlia- 
mencj  uniformly  oppofed  the  whole  fyftem  ofir.eafures 
purfued  againft  the  Americans,  and  finding  that  it 
was  inconfiftent  with  his  character,  and  unbecoming 
his  dignity  to  inforce  the  meafuies  with  his  fword 
which  he  had  utterly  condemned  as  a  legifiator,  he 
accordingly,  after  declaring  his  readinefs  to  ferve  his 
King  and  country  againft  their  enemies,  refigned  his 
commifiion. 

The  Earl  of  Effingham's  refignation,  or  rather  the 
caufe  from  which  it  proceeded,  gave  great  offence, 
and  his  lequeft  of  retaining  his  rank  in  the  army  was 
not  complied  with.  Several  officers  had  not  fhewn 
that  willingnefs  in  going  upon  this  fervice  that  they 
would  have  fhewn  upon  any  other  occafion.  A  few 
who  could  not  overcome  their  repugnance  to  it, 
now  quitted  and  gave  up.  But  the  majority  thought 
that  where  the  fuperior  power  of  King  and  parlia- 
ment had  decided,  it  was  no  part  of  their  military  du- 
ty to  enquire  into  the  juftice  and  policy  of  the  quar- 
rel. The  conduct  of  Lord  Effingham  rendered  him 
extiemely  popular  among  thofe  who  held  fimilar  opi- 
nions with  regard  to  American  meafures,  and  who 
compofed  a  numerous  body  in  England  and  Ireland, 
This  foon  appeareil  in  the  city  of  London,  where 
among  the  refolutions  pafTed  in  the  common-hall  on 

Miclfummer 
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Midfummer-day,  and  which  were  afterwards  prefent- 
ed  to  the  king,  public  thanks  were  ordered  to  be  given 
to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Effingham,  who 
having  confiftently  with  the  principles  of  an  EngliOi- 
man,  refufed  to  draw  the  fword  which  has  been  em- 
ployed to  the  honour  of  his  country,  againfl  the 
lives  and  liberties  of  his  fellow  fubjecls  in  America. 
And  foon  after  an  addrefs  of  thanks,  but  ftill  in  ftrong- 
er  terms,  was  prefented  to  him  from  the  guild  of 
merchants  in  Dublin. 

This  lad  body,  who  in  Dublin  form  a  corporation, 
prefented  alfo  an  addrels  of  thanks  to  the  fevcral 
peers,  who,  as  they  obferve,  in  fupport  of  the  confti- 
tution,  and  in  oppofition  to  a  weak  and  wicked  admi- 
nifrration,  protefted  againft  the  American  retraining 
bills.  This  addrefs  to  the  protefting  lords,  to  which 
was  affixed  the  corporation  fcal,  was  lent  to  each  fe- 
parately,  and  a  feparate  anfwer  given,  all  of  which 
were  publiffied  at  that  time.  The  flieriffs  and  com- 
mons of  the  city  of  Dublin  had  for  fome  time  endea- 
voured to  obtain  the  concurrence  of  the  lord  mayor 
and  the  board  of  aldermen,  in  a  petition  to  the  throne 
againft  the  meafures  purfued  with  refpeft  to  the  colo- 
nies, but  were  anfwered  by  the  latter,  upon  their  firll 
application,  that  the  matter  was  of  the  higheft  im- 
portance, and  therefore  inexpedient.  Upon  a  fub- 
fequent  occafion  however,  they  feem  to  have  concur- 
red in  the  meafure,  as  a  committee  of  fix  aldermen, 
with  as  many  commoners,  and  the  recorder,  were  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  a  petition  and  addrefs.  This 
talk  being  atlaft  accomplilhed,  was  arrefced  in  its  pro- 
grefs  by  a  negative  from  the  mayor  and  aldermen. — 

^This    occafioned    a   difpute    betvveen    the   Hie- 

riffs 
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riffs  and  commons,  and  the  mayor  and  court  of  al^ 
dermen,  which  was  carried  on  with  great  warmth, 
and  ended  in  fome  ferious  rerdntions  and  declarations. 

The  impoulbility  of  purchafing  and  providing  for 
negroes,  which  the  prefent  difpute  had  occafioned  in 
our  Weft  India  iflands,  together  with  the  lofs  of  the 
American  markets  for  flaves,  and  the  impedi  nent 
caufed  by  the  proclamation  of  council  againft  the  ex- 
portation  of  arms  and  ammunition,  had,  altogether, 
nearly  extinguilhed  our  American  trade.  This  lofs 
was  more  particularly  felt  by  the  port  of  Liverpool, 
which  had  polTelTed  a  much  greater  part  of  that  com- 
merce, than  any  other  in  the  kingdom.  When  the 
Guinea  lliips  arrived,  they  were  laid  up,  in  an  uucer- 
tainty  of  their  future  difpofition,  while  their  crews 
looked  in  vain  for  other  employment  As  the  branches 
of  commerce  were  alfo  flackened  in  a  great  degree, 
and  that  the  crews  of  the  Greenland  fhips  upon  their 
return  in  July  and  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  were  ac- 
cording to  cuftom  difcharged,  the  number  of  feamen 
out  of  employment  in  that  town  became  great,  and  ac- 
cording to  fome  calculations  amounted  to  near  3000. 

In  this  fituation  the  feamen  complained  that  an  at- 
tempt was  made  by  the  merchants  to  lower  their 
wages,  in  conlequence  of  which  a  violent  commotion 
was  raifed  among  them,  in  which  they  cut  the  rigging 
of  fome  fhips  to  pieces,  affaulted  fome  houfes,  and 
committed  other  a6ls  of  violence.  They  at  laft  dif- 
perfcd,  and  all  things  became  quiet.  But  the  feizing 
a  number  of  them  and  fending  them  to  prifon,  rekind- 
led the  flaiTie  with  greater  violence,  fo  that  nothing  could 
have  been  expefted  but  the  deftrudion  of  that  flou- 
rifhing  town.  The  failors  immediately  affembled,  pro- 
cured not  only  fire  arms,  but  cannon,  and  were  pro- 
ceeding 


A.  D.  1776.        THE    WAR    IN    AMERICA.  103 

ceeding  to  the  deflruftion  of  the  prlion,  when  its  fafe- 
ty  was  procured  by  the  enlargement  of  their  compa- 
nions. But  their  rage  was  two  much  heated  by  liquor 
to  be  appeafed  by  conceffions.  They  not  only  pro- 
ceeded to  deflroy  the  houfes  of  obnoxious  perfons, 
but  marched  in  a  body  to  demolifli  the  exchange. — 
The  exchange  was  barricaded,  ihut  up,  and  defended 
by  the  merchants  and  townfmen,  and  fome  lives  were 
loft  upon  this  occafion;  but  the  arrival  of  fome  lio-hc 
horfe  put  an  end  to  this  diforder.  In  a  fhort  time  there 
was  fufficient  employment  found  for  the  failors  in  the 
king's  fervice. 

About  this  time  Mr.  Penn,  late  governor,  and  one 
of  the  proprietors  of  Pennfylvania,  arrived  from 
thence  with  a  petition  from  the  general  congrefs  to 
the  king^  which  he  prefented  through  the  hands  of 
the  Earl  of  Dartmouth.  During  the  time  that  this 
petition  hung  in  fufpenfe,  the  moft  fanguine  hopes 
were  formed  by  thofe  who  were  in  earneft  for  peace, 
or  friends  to  America,  that  it  would  have  led  to  an 
happy  reconciliation,  efpecially  as  it  had  already 
tranfpired  that  it  contained  expreflions  of  the  great- 
eft  loyalty,  and  was  couched  in  the  moft  humble  and 
moderate  terms.  But  in  proportion  as  thefe  hopes 
were  received,  was  the  degree  of  the  difappointment 
to  thofe  who  lb  eagerly  wiflied  for  fo  defireable  an 
event,  when  they  found  that  Mr.  Penn  was  inform.ed 
that  no  anfwer  could  be  given  to  his  petition.  The 
Americans  had  alfo  laid  great  ftrefs  upon  the  fuccefs 
of  this  final  application,  and  were  faid  to  have  relaxed 
their  operations  confiderably  upon  that  idea,  until 
they  heard  the  event.  This  petition,  which  was  fub- 
fcribed  by  all  the  members  of  the  Congrefs,  was  full 
of  expreflions  of  duty,  refped,  and  loyalty  to  the  king 

and 
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and  afFe6lion  to  the  parent  ftate.  They  attribiued 
all  the  difFerences  and  misfortunes  which  had  hither- 
to taken  place,  to  a  pernicious  fyftem  of  government 
adopted  at  the  end  of  the  laft  war,  and  to  the  evil  de- 
figns  and  condud  of  minifters  fince  that  time.  They 
declared  that  they  not  only  ardently  defired  that  the 
former  harm.ony  between  the  mother  country  and  the 
colonies  might  be  reftored,  but  that  a  concord  might 
be  eftablifhed  between  them,  upon  fo  firm  a  bafis  as 
to  perpetuate  its  bleffings,  uninterupted  by  future 
difFerences,  to  fucceeding  generations  in  both  coun- 
tries. That  notwithftanding  the  fufFerings  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  loyal  colonies  during  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
controverfy,  their  breads  retain  too  tender  a  regard 
to  the  kingdom  from  v/hence  they  derived  their  ori- 
gin, to  requeft  fuch  a  conciliation  as  might  in  any 
manner  be  inconfiftent  with  her  dignity  or  her  wel- 
fare. That  thefe,  related  as  they  were  to  her,  ho- 
nour and  duty,  as  well  as  inclination,  induce  them  to 
fupport  and  advance^  and  the  apprehenfions  that  now 
opprefs  their  hearts  with  unfpeakable  grief  being  once 
removed,  his  majefty  will  find  his  faithful  fubjefts  on 
that  continent  ready  and  v/illing  at  all  times  as  they 
have  ever  been,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  af- 
fert  and  maintain  the  rights  and  interefts  of  his  ma- 
jefty, and  of  their  mother  country. 

When  this  ruinous  war  and  all  its  confequences  are 
confidered,  and  the  lengths  which  the  parties  had  pro- 
ceeded to  are  remembered,  they  fuggeft  a  doubt  of 
the  fecurity  of  the  fentiments  that  were  let  forth  in  this 
petition.  But  the  following  part  explains  the  parti- 
cular intention  ofv/hathas  juft  now  been  mentioned. 
"  With  all  humility  fubmittingto  your  majefty's  wife 
c>*>nrideration,  whether  it   may  nor    be  expedient  for 

facilitating 
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facilitating  thefe  important  purpofcs,  that  your  ma- 
jefty  be  pleafed  to  direfl  ibme  mode  by  which  thd 
united  applications  of  your  faithful  colonifts  to  the 
throne,  in  purfuance  of  their  common  councils,  may 
be  improved  into  a  happy  and  permanent  reconcilia- 
tion i  and  that  in  the  mean  time  meafures  maybe 
taken  for  preventing  the  further  defl:ru(5lion  of  the 
lives  of  your  majefly's  fubjedls,  and  that  fuch  ft^* 
tutes  as  more  immediately  diftrefs  any  of  your  ma- 
jefty's  colonies  may  be  repealed." 

Whatever  the  inward  intentions  of  tlie  parties 
might  be,  the  language  was  conciliatory,  and  the  re- 
queft  not  immoderate.  Such  as  favoured  the  plan  of 
pacification  by  concelTion,  complained  loudly  of  Lord 
Dartmouth's  anfwer,  as  calculated  to  drive  the  colo- 
nies to  the  lafl  extremities  of  independence  and  fo- 
reign connetflions  :  for  this  reception,  they  faid,  of  Co 
dutiful  and  decent  an  addrefs,  amounted  to  no  lefs 
than  a  renouncing  of  their  allegiance.  The  friends 
of  the  miniftry  took  it  in  a  favourite  light.  They 
granted  that  the  petition  had  a  very  decent  appear- 
ance:  but  then  the  authority  of  parliament  was  not 
formally  acknowledged.  They  were  alfo  ftill  in  arms, 
and  on  that  account  there  was  no  fecurity  that  they 
could  give  that  could  be  relied  on.  It  was  faid  that 
they  wanted  to  gain  time  by  a  negociation,  until  they 
had  formed  a  government,  and  eftablifhed  their 
ftrength  in  fuch  a  manner  as  would  render  all  efforts 
■for  their  redu6lion  ineffedlual.  We  had  already  gone 
too  far  in  the  expence  of  a  war,  and  fliould  not  now 
ftopfhortj  but  reap  the  benefits  to  government  which 
always  arife  from  an  unfuccefsful  rebellion.  And  be- 
fides  thefe  great  objeds  of  punifhing  the  obnoxious, 
•and  providing  for  our  friends,  to  rivet,  without  leav- 
Vol,  IL  O  ing 
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ingroom  for  a  future  contcft,  that  unconditional  ful)- 
miffion  upon  America,  which  no  treaty  or  negocia- 
tlon  could  ever  obtain.  If  amicable  ttrms  were  en- 
tered into,  all  our  expence  and  preparation  would  be 
thrown  away  ;  we  muft  fhrink  back  from  our  propo- 
fals  made  to  foreign  princes  for  hiring  their  troops, 
which  would  difgrace  us  in  their  eyes,  as  our  tame- 
Aefs  in  putting  up  with  the  infolence  of  our  own  peo- 
ple, would  render  us  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  all 
Europe  j  and  all  that  we  had  done  would  neither  im- 
prefs  the  colonies  with  a  fenfe  of  our  dignity  nor  with 
the  terror  of  our  power.  It  was  added,  that  the  na- 
tion was  prepared  by  the  language  of  war  for  the 
event,  and  it  was  not  certain,  if  the  temper  of  the  na- 
tion was  fufFered  to  cool,  that  the  people  at  another 
time  would  be  fo  ready  to  fupport  fuch  an  undertaking. 
This  favourable  difpofition  was  therefore  to  be  cul- 
tivated and  employed  in  the  critical  moment.  This 
was  a  part  of  the  minifterial  reafoning  at  that  time, 
and  fhews  the  fpirit  with  which  they  were  pofTefled. 

As  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  parliament  drew 
near,  addreffes  were  poured  in  from  all  quarters,  fome 
in  the  moft  violent,  and  fome  in  a  more  moderare 
ftile,  but  all  condemning  the  condudt  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, approving  of  all  the  acts  of  government,  and 
in  general  recommending  a  perleverance  in  the  fame 
ftrong  meafures,  until  the  colonies  were  reduced  to 
a  thorough  obedience,  and  brought  to  a  full  fenfe 
both  of  their  errors  and  duty.  In  fome  of  thefe  ad- 
dreffes, fevere  and  unjuft  refle(5lions  were  thrown 
forth  againft  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  oppofed  admi- 
niltration  in  the  prefent  American  meafures,  who  were 
reprefented  as  fadtious  and  defperate  men^  and  ftigma- 

tized 
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tized  as  being  not  only  encouragers,  but  in  a  great 
meafure  the  authors  of  the  American  rebellion, — 
This  greatly  inflamed  the  leaders  of  the  minority 
againft  the  procurers  of  the  addrelTes,  and  only  ferved 
to  irritate  the  fpirit  of  oppofition  againft;  the  miniflers 
and  meafures  which  thefe  addrefles  were  intended  to 
fupport.  It  is  well  known  with  how  much  diHiculty 
many  of  the  addrefles  were  procured,  and  how  few, 
after  all  the  diligence  of  minifterial  agents,  fubfcribcd 
them.  All  fenfible  men  confidered  them  as  ncthijig 
more  than  the  dictates  of  the  minillry,  and  the  fub- 
fcriptions  forced  fignatures  or  teftimonies  of  the  worth- 
lefsnefs  of  the  fubfcribers.  In  Tome  places  the  fub- 
fcribers  confifted  principally  of  penfioners,  crown  of-' 
licers,  and  dependents  upon  fome  friends  at  the  court. 
Some  of  thefe  were  truly  reputable  and  of  an  inde- 
pendent principle  of  mind,  and  refufed  to  fign  fuch 
addrefles  as  their  hearts  could  not  confent  to.  What 
made  fome  of  thofe  addreflers  more  fufpicious  was, 
they  were  generally  promoted  by  fuch  as  were  never  re- 
markable for  their  attachment  to  the  revolution  prin- 
ciples, and  who  had  been  deeply  involved  in  an  unna^ 
tural  rebellion  againft  King  George  the  Second,  iri 
behalf  of  the  pretender.  Thefe  were  now  leading 
men  in  promoting  the  addrefl^es  both  in  England 
and  Scotland,  which  made  thofe  who  were  called 
whigs  fufpeft  that  there  was  fome  fecret  carrying  on 
unfriendly  to  the  conftitution,  and  that  the  American 
war  was  only  a  colour  for  a  deeper  fcheme,  which 
was  negociated  in  fecret,  and  would  be  revealed 
when  all  things  were  ready  for  its  execution.  Peo- 
ple who  were  acquainted  with  the  Jacobites  through- 
out  the  kingdom,  and  knew  fomething  of  their  private 
converfation,  could  not  but  be  aft:oniflied  at   their 

O  1  zeal 
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zeal  for  the  prefenc  government.  It  alarnied  the 
friends  of  the  revolution  to  fee  all  things  put  into 
their  hands  when  they  were  certain  they  (till  held  the 
fame  principles  which  gave  occafion  to  the  revolution. 
It  was  faid  that  they  had  feen  their  error,  and  were 
now  friends  to  governmenr,  from  a  principle  of  con- 
viction j  but  fuch  as  knew  them  were  certain  that 
this  was  falfci  for  in  their  private  cabals,  and  among 
their  friends,  they  fully  difcovered  their  fentiments 
concerning  the  good  old  caufe.  It  gave  great  ground 
of  fufpicion  that  the  addreffes  were  a  mere  delufion, 
when  the  town  of  Manchefter,  remarkable  for  its  re- 
bellion in  the  year  1745,  took  the  lead  in  this  pro- 
ceeding. 

The  oppofition  on  this  occafion  fet  forth  the  con- 
duct of  the  addreflers  in  the  ftrongeft  colours,  and  per- 
haps all  the  charity  that  was  neceflary  was  not  prac- 
tifed  in  their  defcriptions.  It  was  faid  that  the  ad- 
dreflers were  the  legiflacive  offspring  of  tory  towns, 
though  they  fprung  up  accidentally  in  others  from 
the  tory  party  J  and  and  all  the  reproach  of  encou- 
raging civil  war  and  devaftation  was  thrown  upon 
themj  and  it  was  added,  that  diftraiflion  at  home  and 
difhonour  abroad  were  the  conftant  eff'efts  of  the  pre- 
dominance of  tory  councils.  Thefe  charges  were 
laughed  at  on  the  other  fide,  who  being  ftrong  in  the 
fanftion  of  authority,  turned  the  tables  upon  the  whigs, 
and  charged  them  not  only  with  caufelefs  oppofition, 
but  with  difafFeftion  to  government  j  that  if  they  ap- 
peared to  fupport  it  for  a  time,  it  was  only  becaufe 
they  had  rendered  it  fubfervient  to  their  own  faftion^ 
but  that  whenever  it  was  put  upon  an  independent 
and  refpeflable  foundation,  their  eternal  enmity  couM 
not  be  concealed.  About  this  time  the  preachers  be- 
gan 
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gan  after  a  long  intermiflion  to  enter  upon  politics. — 
Some  of  thofe  diftinguiftied  by  the  name  of  method- 
ids  began  to  revive  the  do6lrines  of  palTive  obedience 
and  non-refiftance,  nearly  as  it  had  been  alTerted  in 
the  lafl;  century.  By  degrees  this  mode  of  preaching 
-went  higher,  and  all  the  jargon  of  Sir  Robert  Kilmer 
was  retailed  in  feveral  pulpits.  On  the  other  hand, 
feveral  clergymen,  efpecially  amongft  the  diifenters, 
efpoufed  the  caufe  of  liberty  with  much  fervour. — 
Among  all  the  champions  on  either  fide  of  the  quel- 
tion,  none  diftinguifhed  themfelves  fo  much  as  Dr. 
Price,  who  profeffedly  defended  civil  liberty,  upon 
principles  that  all  his  opponents,  who  have  been  ve- 
ry numerous,  were  never  able  to  confute.  Many  in- 
genious things  have  been  faid  by  Dr.  Johnfon  and  Dr. 
Shebbeare,  but  it  is  eafy  to  perceive  a  penfion  ope- 
rating through  the  whole  of  their  difcuffions. 

The  whigs  were  now  divided  into  two  parties,  or 
rather  tories  under  colour  of  that  name,  oppofed  the 
real  whigs.  Their  difpute  took  now  a  new  turn. — 
The  court  whigs,  as  they  were  called,  reproached 
the  other  with  having  abandoned  their  principles. — 
They  faid  that  true  whigs  were  the  ftrongeft  fupport- 
ers,  not  the  mean  betrayers  of  the  rights  of  parlia- 
ment. That  formerly  whigs  oppofed  the  crown  when 
it  fet  up  prerogative  in  oppofition  to  parliament,  but 
that  now  corrupt  degenerate  whigifm,  malicioufly  and 
unconftitutionally,  oppofed  the  crown  b-ecaufe  it  aft- 
ed  in  concurrence  with  parliament,  and  in  fupport  of 
its  inherent  rights.  That  thofe  whom  the  oppofition 
called  tories,  (at  a  time  when  toryifm  is  loft  in  loyal- 
ty and  love  of  liberty)  were  much  more  deferving  the 
appellation  of  whigs,  than  they  who  now  proftituted 
jt?  name,  and  difgraced  its  principles  by  abetting  an 

infolent 
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infolent  and  flavilh  rebellion  againft  the  fole  guardians 
of  freedom  and  order. 

The  other  party  retorted  thefe  charges  with  fcorn. 
They  faid  that  the  court  whigs  were  fo  fond  of  their 
new  allies,  the  tories,  that  they  had  perfeftly  gleaned 
their  opinions,  arguments  and  language,  and  that  they 
denied  toryifm  to  exift  becaufe  they  had  become  to- 
ries themfelves.  It  was  aiierted  that  whigifm  did 
not  confill  in  fupporting  the  power  of  parliament,  or 
any  other  power,  but  of  the  rights  of  the  people: 
That  as  long  as  parliament  protefted  thefe  rights,  fo 
]ong  was  a  parliament  facred:  But  if  parliament 
fhould  become  an  inftrument  of  invading  them,  it 
•was  no  better  in  any  refpeft,  and  worfe  in  fome,  than 
any  other  inftrument  of  arbitrary  power :  and  that  the 
ancient  whigs,  like  the  moderns,  contended  not  for 
names,  but  for  things.  They  affirmed  further,  that 
the  tories  now,  as  well  as  formerly,  are  true  to  their 
principles.  They  never  quarrelled  with  a  parliament 
of  their  own  party^  that  is,  a  parliament  fubfervient 
on  the  crown,  arbitrary,  intolerant,  and  an  enemy  to 
the  freedom  of  mankind.  That  if  parliament  deftroy 
the  liberty  of  the  fubjedt  in  America,  they  are  turn- 
ing its  principles  every  where.  They  faid,  that  to  be 
burdened  by  parliament  is  not  law  and  liberty,  as  the 
tories,  in  the  mafk  of  whigs,  have  the  effrontery  to 
affert;  but  to  have  the  public  exigencies  judged  of, 
and  its  contribution  aflefied  by  a  parliament  or  fome 
aiTembly  (the  name  is  immaterial)  of  its  own  choice, 
this  is  law  and  liberty,  and  nothing  elfe  is  fo.  Such 
they  fay  were  whig  principles  s  becaufe  if  they  were 
different,  the  whig  principles  could  not  be  for  a  fcheme 
of  liberty,  but  would  be  juft  as  flavifli  as  any  that 
were  imputed  to  the  rankeft  llavery. 

The 
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:    The  nation  by  this  nnethod  of  reafoning  was  divided 
and  fub-divided,  and  for  a  time  became  fo  much  en- 
gaged in  debates,  that  they  forgot  their  own  interefts. 
Towards  the  meeting  of  parliament,  they  began  to 
revive  a  little,  and  to  throw  off  that  langour  which 
had  for  fome   time  feized   them.     Petitions  now  met 
the  addrefies  from  feverzl  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and 
it  was  for  fome  time  doubtful  which  way  the  fcale 
would  preponderate.     From  the  cities  of  London  and 
Briftol  very  long  reprefentations  were  prefented,  dwel- 
ling chiefly  upon  the  inefficacy  of  all   the  late  coer- 
cive and  reftriflive  meafures ;    the   mifchiefs  which 
were  inevitable  to  our  trade  from  the  deftru6lion  of 
the  American   commerce,  and   the  advantage  which 
our  rival  neighbours  would  derive  from  our  divifions. 
The  diftrelTes  of  the  Newfoundland  fifhery  became 
now  an    objecl  of  attention  ;    government  had  not 
confidered  a  point  that  every  ordinary  difcerner  might 
have  perceived  with  half  an  eye.     The  Americans  by 
way  of  retaliation    had  cut  off  all    provifions  from 
the  filliers  in  that  part  of  the  world,  which  threw  them 
into  the  greateit  confufion,  and  brought  diitrefs  upon 
all  thofe  who  were  employed  by  fea  or  land.     To  pre- 
vent the  dreadful  confequences  of  famine,  a  number 
of  Ihips,   inftead  of  being  loaded  with  filh,  were  ne- 
celTarily  fent  off  light  to  procure  flour  and  provifions 
where  they  were  to  be  found. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  was  computed,  that  to  the 
value  of  a  full  half  million  llerling  was  left  in  the  bow- 
els of  the  deep,  and  for  ever  loll  to  mankind,  by  the 
firfl  operations  of  the  fifhery  bill.  Thofe  who  were 
averfc  to  the  American  meafures  confidered  the  cala- 
mities which  fell  on  the  Britilli  fifliery  as  a  fort  of  judg- 
ment from  Heaven  againil  thofe  who  made  laws  to 

deprive 
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deprive  mankind  of  the  benefits  of  nature.  To  the 
fame  caufe  they  were  ready  to '  attribute  a  dreadful 
tempefl,  the  fury  of  which  was  chiefly  difcharged  on 
the  Hiores  of  Newfoundland.  This  awful  wreck  of 
nature  was  as  fingular  in  its  circumftances,  as  fatal  in 
its  effects.  The  fea  is  faid  to  have  rifen  thirty  ftet 
almoft  inftantaneoufly.  Above  feven  hundred  boats 
with  their  people  perilhcd,  and  feveral  fhips  with 
their  crews.  Nor  was  their  mifchief  lefs  on  the  land, 
the  waves  overpafling  all  bounds,  and  fweeping  every 
thing  before  them.  The  Ihores  prefented  a  jfhocking 
fpedacle  for  fome  time  after,  and  the  fifhing  nets  were 
hauled  up  loaded  with  human  bodies. 
.  Thefe  circumllances,  together  with  the  ill  fuccefs 
of  the  laft  campaign,  and  the  difliiculty  of  recruiting  at 
home,  feemed  for  a  while  to  cafl  a  damp  upon  the 
fpirits  which  had  been  raifed  and  kept  alive  with  fo 
much  induftry,  for  carrying  on  the  American  war. 
But  the  court  was  not  difcouraged.  Through  all  ob- 
ftacles  they  proceeded  direftly  to  their  objedt.  They 
opened  feveral  negociations  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope, in  order  to  fupply  the  deficiency  at  home.  It 
was  however  a  matter  of  difficulty  to  procure  the  aid 
they  wanted.  The  greatnefs  of  the  diftance,  and  the 
adventuring  into  a  new  world  were  terrifying,  and 
rendered  the  profpeft  of  return  doubtful.  Germany 
was  the  only  open  market  for  that  fort  of  merchan- 
dize :  but  the  fending  of  its  people  to  fuch  a  diflance 
being  liable  to  be  conftrued  as  contrary  to  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  empire,  might  have  happened  to  be  re- 
fen  ted  by  the  emperor,  or  by  fome  other  of  the  princes 
of  the  empire.  And  provided  the  opinions  or 
defires  of  men,  who  were  conftrained  to  a6t  like  ma- 
chines, had  been  matters  at  all  to  have  been  confider- 
ed,  the  idea  of  fuch  a  voyage  to  an  inland  people, 

who 
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who  fcarcely  knew  the  fcabby  report,  muft  have  been' 
hateful  and  odious  in  the  higheft  degree. 

In  thefe  difficulties  a  negociation  is  faid  to  have 
been  fet  on  foot  with  the  court  of  Peterfburg^h  for 
58,000  Ruffians,  but  without  effed.  A  long  negocia- 
tion was  alfo  carried  on  at  the  Flague  for  the  Scotch 
brigades,  which  had  for  many  years  been  employed  in 
the  Dutch  fervice,  and  always  been  allowed  to  be  re- 
cruited from  Scotland.  The  Dutch,  who  confider 
their  own  cafe  once  to  have  been  the  fame  with  that 
of  the  Americans,  avoided  falling  into  any  inconfiften- 
cy  in  helping  to  opprefs  others  by  rejefting  the  pro- 
pofal.  The  Dutch  confidered  this  war  as  extremely 
impolitical,  and,  except  thofe  in  the  Scotch  intereft,  it 
was  generally  condemned  overall  Holland,  It  is  not 
to  the  honour  of  Great  Britain,  that  in  all  the  coun- 
tries of  Europe,  in  which  public  affairs  are  a  fubjeftof 
either  writing  or  converfation,  the  general  voice  has 
been  in  favour  of  the  Americans.  It  is  faid  that  Vol- 
taire and  Rouffisau,  who  feldom  agreed  in  any  one 
thing,  were  unanimous  in  their  opinion  in  behalf  of 
America,  and  condemned  the  meafures  of  the  Britifli 
miniflry.  It  has  been  always  affirmed  by  the  friends 
of  the  miniftry,  that  the  oppofition  of  their  meafures 
was  frivolous  and  unreafonable,  and  proceeded  from 
diffaffi^ftion  -,  but  even  men  and  philofophers  quite  un- 
interefted,  have  had  the  fame  opinion  with  thofe  that 
have  been  fo  unjuftly  charged  with  diffiiffisftion. 

After  that  the  miniftry  were  difappointed  in  their 
hopes  of  affiftance  from  Holland  and  Ruffia,  they 
were  obliged  to  apply  to  the  petty  German  princes 
for  a  fufficient  number  of  their  flavifh  vaflals  to  affiit 
in  enflaving  the  colonies.  Thefe  little  tyrants,  who 
fuppofe  that  their  fubje6ts  are  made  for  no  other  pur^ 
pofe  but  to  ferve  the  ends  of  tlieir  ambition,  and 
Vol,  II.  P  fupply 
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fiipply  that  beggarly  dignity  which  they  affed  to  fup- 
port,  were  ready  to  bring  their  (laves  to  fo  good  a 
market,  where  they  were  fecured  in  a  fufficient  price 
for  them,  whether  dead  or  alive,  to  fupport  the  taudry 
fplcndor  of  their  defpotic  courts.  The  princes  of 
Heffe  and  Brunfwick,  and  Tome  others  of  inferior  fig- 
nificance,  furniihed  the  quotas  agreed  for,  but  even 
thefe  were  ilill  infufficient  to  accoinpliili  the  fangui- 
nary  purpofe  of  a  miniftry  who  thirfted  greedily  after 
blood.  It  was  thought  alfo  neceffary  to  fend  five  bat- 
talions of  his  Majefty's  eledoral  troops  to  the  garri- 
fon  of  Gibraltar,  to  replace  the  like  number  of  Eng- 
lifh  forces,  with  an  intention  to  increafe  the  power  of 
the  Britifh  army  in  America.  Had  the  liberties  of  all 
Europe  been  at  flake,  or  the  Proteftant  religion 
been  in  the  utmofl:  danger,  the  government  of  Britain 
could  not  have  fhewn  more  anxiety  than  they  did  to 
have  the  colonifts  brous-ht  to  unconditional  fubmiiTion 
to  the  will  of  miniflers.  In  the  midft  of  all  this  zeal 
and  diligence  to  fulfil  the  ends  of  their  fchemes,  they 
were  dreadfully  thwarted  by  the  hand  of  Providence, 
which  though  themfelves  could  not  or  would  not 
perceive  it,  was  obferved  by  all  the  world  befide,  who 
had  opportunity  to  contemplate  the  events.  After 
providing  5000  oxen,  14000  fheep,  and  a  vaft  num- 
ber of  hogs,  and  large  quantities  of  vegetables,  toge- 
ther with  5000  chaldron  of  coals,  and  large  abun- 
dance of  four  crout,  with  near  half  a  million  value  of 
fait  provifions,  the  wind  and  weather  proved  unfavou- 
rable. The  fleet  was  detained  upon  our  coafts,  and 
tolled  about  with  tempefts,  till  the  greateft  part  of 
the  ilieep  and  hogs  perillied,  fo  that  the  channel  was 
ftrewed  with  floating  carcafes  of  thefe  animals.  The 
four  crout  fermented  too  faft,  and  of  confequence pe- 
rilled. The  wind  and  weather  did  not  prove  favour- 
able 


A.  D.  1776.        THE    WAR    IN     AMERICA.  ii^ 

able  after  they  cleared  the  coaft. —In  the  mid- 
leas,  v/ind  and  weather  ■were  particularly  unfavoura- 
ble, and  the  nearer  thev  approached  to  Annerica  the 
wind  grew  more  contrary  and  tempeftuous.  The  pe- 
riodical fands  blew  full  in  their  teeth,  and  drove  them 
from  the  coail:,  and  feveral  of  them  were  blown  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  where  they  arrived  in  great  didrefs. 
Others  which  were  got  entangled  with  the  American 
coafts,  were  either  taken  or  feized  in  thole  harbours 
and  creeks  where  they  put  in  for  fliekcr.  The  few 
which  arrived  at  Bofton  were  prodigioully  Ihattered, 
and  their  cargoes  fuflered  greatly.  Very  little  of  the 
vaft  provifion,  procured  at  an  enormous  expence,  arri- 
ved at  the  place  of  its  deftination. 

The  account  of  thefe  difafters  rendered  the  miniftry 
ftill  more  unpopular,  and  the  nation  confidered  thefe 
misfortunes  as  much  to  proceed  from  mifmanagement 
as  from  accidental  caufcs.  They  perceived  that  nei- 
ther the  feafon  of  the  year,  nor  the  courfe  of  the 
winds  had  been  taken  into  the  fcheme  of  the  miniftry  j 
that  they  had  fent  away  the  fleets  at  an  improper  fea- 
fon, as  if  they  intended  to  throw  all  the  provifions  in- 
to the  fea,  and  wantonly  to  wafte  the  fubftance  of  the 
nation.  Their  policy  had  failed  in  almoft  every  thing, 
and  their  fchemes  were  all  abortive.  Finding  that 
the  nation  was  more  and  more  difgufted  with  their 
prQceedings,  they  wanted  to  turn  the  views  of  the 
people  to  fome  new  objeft.  Nothing  is  more  ready 
to  attradl  the  attention,  and  afFe6t  the  minds  of  per- 
fons  of  any  feeling,  than  objedls  of  diftrefs:  the  huma- 
nity of  this  country  was  now  addreiied  in  behalf  of 
thofe  who  had  lufFered  in  the  American  war,  and  a 
lubfcription  was  opened  about  the  end  of  the  year, 
for  the  relief  of  the  foldiers  at  Bofton,  and  of  the 
widows  and  children  of  thofe  that  were  flain.     The 
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fcheme  was  mod  liberally  fupported,  and  feveral 
thoufand  pounds  were  fubfcribed  in  a  (hort  time. 
That  part  of  the  fcheme  that  related  to  the  foldiers 
was  confidered  as  by  no  means  an  a6l  of  charity  j  for 
^s  government  had  received  money  to  fupply  the 
troops,  it  was  thought  fit  they  Ihould  be  fupplied 
therewith,  without  begging  from  the  public.  Many 
therefore  Vv^ith-held  their  bounty,  both  on  that  ac- 
count, and  alio  out  of  principle,  becaufe  they  would 
not  have  an  hand  in  carrying  on  fo  unjuft  and  un- 
righteous a  war,    as  they   confidered   this  to  be. • 

Others  thought  too  much  had  been  fpent  already,  and 
therefore  refufed  to  give  any  fupport  to  a  fcheme 
that  only  would  in  the  end  ruin  the  nation.  To  move 
the  fympathy  of  the  nation,  fome  fhips  were  leaded 
with  maimed  foldiers,  their  wives  and  children,  in  the 
moft  wretched  condition.  The  prefent  was  a  moll 
pitiful  fpeftacle  j  and  excited  the  humanity  of  the  be-, 
nevolent.  This  was  the  firft  ocular  demonftration  tha,t 
y/c  had  at  home  that  the  Americans  could  fight.  We 
had  been  told  that  the  provincials  would  not  ftand, 
that  they  run  away  at  the  fight  of  our  men;  and  few 
of  our  foldiers  were  either  killed  or  wounded.  But 
po\v  the  queftion  was  in  every  one's  mouth,  'Who 
wounded  and  maimed  them  in  fuch  a  manner?'  Hence 
it  began  to  be  believed,  even  at  home,  that  the  coIot 
pifts  would  fight,  and  that  our  lofs  had  been  greatejF 
than  the  minillers  had  told  us.  This  fubfcription  was 
confidered  as  a  fort  of  political  touchftone,  and  the 
degree  of  attachment  to  government  was  fuppofed  tq 
be  meafured  by  the  extent  of  the  bounty. 

The  miniftry  were  now  at  their  laft  fhift  with  re- 
o-ard  to  means  to  be  ufed  to  keep  up  the  fpirit  of  the 
people  in  favpur  of  the  American  war.  Confpiracies 
^ere  contrived  to  throw    reproach   upon  the  lords 

and 
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and  gentlemen  in  oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  go- 
vernment, and  the  moft  diftingiiifhed  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  were  pointed  at.  They  were  charged 
with  being  the  incendiaries,  who  by  their  dark  and 
wicked  praftices  had  kindled  the  war.  This  kind  of 
ftile  was  crammed  into  many  addreffes,  and  the  news- 
papers were  induftrioufly  filled  with  it.  It  was  confi- 
dently afferted  in  their  minifterial  vehicles  of  fcandal 
and  abufe,  that  a  very  great  number  of  letters  from 
the  moft  confiderable  peers  and  members  of  parlia- 
ment had  been  intercepted,  and  were  actually  in  the 
hands  of  s:overnment.  Thefe  it  was  faid  would  be 
laid  before  the  council  of  the  nation,  when  the  Tower 
would  be  fpeedily  fitted  with  perfons  of  rank,  and  a 
rich  harveft  of  impeachments  and  punifliments  fuc- 
ceed.  This  fcandal  was  carried  fo  far,  that  it  was 
faid  a  number  of  the  members  of  both  houfes  who 
were  defcribed  and  underftood,  would  not  venture  to 
attend  their  duty  in  parliament  at  the  meeting  there- 
of. Thefe  were  impotent  malicious  fliifts,  which  ge- 
nerally attend  a  weak  caufe,  and  are  never  pradlifed 
unlefs  by  defperate  and  wicked  men.  They  always 
fuggeft  the  crimes  which  they  accufe  others  of,  and 
fometimes  put  into  the  minds  of  bad  men,  to  do  what 
they  never  would  have  thought  of. 

At  the  opening  of  the  fellion  of  parliament,  an  ex- 
traordinary report  of  a  confpiracy  went  abroad,  which 
at  firft  feemed  alarming,  but  in  the  end  appeared  as 
full  of  folly  as  it  was  of  wickednefs.  This  matter 
is  fo  well  known,  and  was  fo  fully  fet  forth  in  the 
Gazette  and  other  papers,  that  it  is  needlefs  to  en- 
large upon  it.  It  may  fuffice  to  obfcrve,  that  Mr. 
Say  re,  a  banker  in  London,  and  an  American  by  birth, 
was  acciifed  of  a  defign  of  feizing  the  perfon  of  the 
king,    to   convey  him    out  of  the   nation  and   then 
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overturn  the  government.  The  means  laid  to  have 
been  provided  for  this  end  were  fo  inadequate,  that 
it  could  hardly  have  entered  into  the  mind  of  any 
perfon  in  the  ufe  of  their  reafon,  either  to  have  con- 
trived fuch  a  icheme,  or  to  have  believed  the  exiftence 
of  fuch  a  contrivance.  The  conclufion  of  this  mat- 
ter demonftrated  the  folly  and  wickednefs  of  the 
agents,  and  the  diftrefs  of  government  for  fchemes  to 
divert  the  minds  of  the  people  from  brooding  upon 
their  blunders  and  mifmanagement.  It  never  hap- 
pens under  wife  governments  that  fuch  inadequate 
means  are  propofed^^to  anfwer  fuch  purpofes,  in  all 
ftates.  where  they  have  ranked  airtong  the  follies  and 
infirmities  of  the  ftate,  or  ftatefmen  who  have  pur- 
fued  them.  And  this  feeble  device  to  fcandalize  the 
patriots,  will  ftand  pofted  among  the  follies  of  the 
Britiih  miniftry  for  this  year,  in  all  the  records  where 
it  is  mentioned.  Thofe  who  were  in  the  oppofition 
to  the  meafures  of  the  miniftry,  held  his  majefty's 
perfon  as  facred  as  his  moft  intimate  cabinet  friends, 
and  in  all  things  that  belonged  to  his  real  honour 
would  have  ventured  more  than  thofe  who  accufed 
them  of  difaffeftion.  Thofe  who  are  guilty  of  giving 
princes  bad  council,  are  never  thofe  that  can  fafely 
be  trufted  in  the  time  of  imminent  danger.  Since 
the  days  of  Floddenfield,  one  honeft  man  like  the 
Earl  of  Douglafs,  is  worth  all  the  nobles  of  a  nation 
for  the  fafety  and  honour  of  a  fovereign. 

The  fpeech  from  the  throne  fully  declared  the  re- 
folution  of  the  cabinet,  and  nothing  but  war  and  un- 
conditional fubmifTion  was  propofed  to  the  colonifts. 
The  various  addreffcs  echoed  the  fame  doflrine,  and 
the  majority  in  parliament  confirmed  whatfoever  the 
miniftry  propofed.  The  minority  made  a  good  de- 
fence,  and  oppofed  with  much  fpirit  the  addrefs  that 

was 


A.D.  1/76.        THE    WAR    IN    AMERICA.  irg 

was  propofed  to  be  made  to  the  King's  Ipeech.  The 
fpeech  was  taken  to  pieces,  and  every  part  of  it  moll 
feverly  examined.  The  minillers  were  charged  with 
having  brought  their  fovereign  into  the  moftdifgrace- 
ful  and  unhappy  iituation  of  any  monarch  now  living. 
Their  condudl  had  already  wrelted  the  fceptre  of  Ame- 
rica out  of  the  hands  of  their  fovereign,  and  now  they 
wanted  to  attempt  impoilibilities,  to  recover  what  they 
had  loft  through  wantonnefs  and  incapacity.  The 
charge  brought  againft  the  colonifts  with  refpedt  to 
their  intention  of  independency  from  the  beginging 
of  the  controverfy  was  refuted  by  arguments  which 
the  minifteraliils  could  not  contradid:.  It  was  affirmed 
againft  them,  and  they  could  not  refute  it,  that  their 
accufing  the  colonifts  of  this  defign  was  only  to  covxr 
their  own  guilt  and  mifmanagement;  and  that  the  A- 
mericans  had  not  behaved  infidioufly,  but  fairly  and 
openly,  in  all  their  tranfadions  with  government:  that 
they  had  from  the  beginning  told  the  miniftry,  openly, 
honeftly,  and  boldly,  without  difguife  or  referve, 
and  declared  to  all  the  world,  that  they  would  not 
fubmit  to  be  taxed  arbitrarily  by  any  body  of  men 
whatfoever,  where  they  were  not  reprefented.  They 
did  not  whifper  nor  conceal  their  lentiments  in  this 
particular,  but  had  from  the  beginning  fpokcn  uni- 
formly the  fame  language.  They  had  plainly  told  what 
they  would  do  if  preffed  to  the  laft  extremity,  and 
therefore  the  miniftry  were  fully  informed  from  the 
beginning  with  their  whole  defign.  But  the  accufa- 
tions  now  brought  againft  them  were  only  mean  patch- 
ed coverings  of  the  nakednefs  of  bafe  actions,  which 
all  men  that  were  not  loft  to  every  feeling  of  human 
nature  would  be  aftiamed  of. 

The  miniftry  could  not    at  this   time  pretend    that 
they  had  gone  blindfold  into  thole  foolim  and  abfurd 
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meafures  which  they  were  bent  in  purfuing;  for  they 
had  been  warned  every  fefiTion  of  parliament  what 
would  be  the  ifTue.  Their  meafures  feem  to  have 
proceeded  from  wilfulnefs  and  obitinancy,  rather  than 
from  ignorance  and  miftake:  they  were  bent  upon 
bringing  the  colonies  to  unconditional  fubmifTion, 
with  a  view  to  render  them  fubfervient  to  arbitrary 
purpofes  of  government,  to  ferve  their  own  paffions 
and  appetites  for  penlions  and  places. 

It  appears  fomewhat  ftrange  that  at  this  time ,  and 
ever  fince,  the  miniftry  have  thrown  the  reproach  of 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  American  war,  upon  the  gentle- 
men in  the  oppofition,  when  there  has  never  been  any 
thing  demanded  in  parliament  for  carrying  it  on,  but 
has  been  granted  according  to  their  own  defires  and 
wifhes.  They  were  indeed  forewarned  by  men  who 
faw  more  clearly  than  they  either  did  or  would  fee, 
what  would  be  the  iflue  of  fuch  wild  and  impolitic 
meafures,  and  were  advifed  to  defift  from  ruining  the 
empire.  This  was  all  that  the  miniority  ever  did, 
and  this  was  all  that  they  could  charge  them  with  in 
carrying  on  the  American  war,  or  interrupting  its 
intended  fuccefs.  the  miniftry  fpilt  upon  a  rock 
which  has  ruined  them  all  along.  They  trufted  to 
the  information  of  their  own  penfioned  Governors, 
who  having  fallen  out  with  the  colonifts,  were  care- 
ful to  mifreprefent  them,  and  to  deceive  their  mafters 
for  the  fake  of  their  own  emolument  and  advantage. 
Thefe  hirelings  of  State  were  now  fo  foured  by  the 
oppofition  of  the  people  to  their  meafures  and  defigns, 
and  had  met  with  fuch  difappointments,  that  theif 
vs/hole  information  to  government  was  dictated  by  a 
fettled  revenge. 

The 
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The  defign  of  bringing  in  foreign  troops  occafioned 
a  long  and  fevere  debate  in  parliament.  This  mea- 
fure  was  cenfiired  both  as  illegal  and  impolitical.  To 
bring  in  a  foreign  force  into  the  Britifh  dominions  was 
confidered  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  land,  and  ex- 
pofing  our  own  weaknefs ;  and  moreover  fhewed  a 
defign  in  government,  rather  than  not  rule  ahfolutely 
over  their  own  fubjecls,  to  cringe  to  German  Haves, 
to  help  them  to  fupport  their  tyranny.  It  was  faid, 
that  thofe  who  would  not  hear  the  reafonable  requefrs 
of  their  own  fubjefls,  were  now  turned  fuppliants  to 
petty  ftates  for  aid  to  fupport  their  arbitrary  mea- 
fures. 

There  are  times  of  general  infatuation,  when  even 
thofe  who  difapprove  of  the  public  meafures  that 
rend  to  ruin  them,  give  them  as  much  fupport  as  if 
they  were  condu6led  with  the  greateft  v/ifdom,  and 
were  calculated  to  promote  their  true  interefts.  Tho' 
the  country  gentlemen  in  parliament  were  called 
upon  to  mind  their  own  interefts,  and  to  oppofe 
thofe  fteps  of  the  miniftry  which  led  to  the  ruin  of 
the  nation,  yet  they  ftill  voted  with  the  court,  and 
divided  in  general  with  the  minilter.  They  were 
alked  if  they  would  for  ever  fufFer  their  eyes  to  be 
blinded,  and  not  fufFer  themfelves  to  fee  the  deftruc- 
tive  meafures  that  were  carrying  on,  without  once 
hefitating  or  reflefting  upon  the  common  ruin  in  which 
they  were  involving  themfelves  and  the  whole  nation  ? 
Would  they  ftill  follow  without  examination  or  enqui- 
ry, thofe  leaders  who  had  deceived  and  mifled  them 
in  every  thing,  until  they  had  brought  the  nation  into 
its  prefent  difaftrous  fituation  ?  Had  they  not  yet  had 
time  to  confider  the  difficulties  attending  the  fupport 
of  70,000  men,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic  ?  Had 
they  confidered,  or  made  any  calculation,  how  manv 
Vol.  11.  CL  thoufand 
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thoufand  tons  of  fhipping  would  be  necefiary  for 
their  conveyance  and  for  their  fupport,  or  what  the 
expence  might  anniount  to  of  fupplying  them  from 
Smithfield   market,    with   vegetables,    and  all  .other 

neceffiiries  from  London  and  its  neighbourhood. 

Thefe  were  matters  of  ferious  confideration.  The 
land  tax  was  to  be  raifed  to  four  Hiillings  in  the  pound> 
and  the  moft  fanguine  imagination  could  fcarcely 
hope  that  ever  it  would  be  again  lowered,  even  fup- 
poiing  the  moft  fortunate  change  of  circumftances. — 
Many  arguments  were  ufed  by  the  minority  to  fhev/ 
the  prefent  evil,  and  future  bad  tendency  of  carry- 
ing on  the  American  war  -,  but  the  miniftry  were  fo 
full  of  their  own  fcheme  of  fubjugating  the  colonifts, 
that  t-hey  would  liften  to  no  advice  however  falutary. 
Thefe  difputes  proceeded  from  the  King's  fpeech, 
and  they  are  fo  long  and  tedious  that  to  give  them 
at  full  length  would  be  irkfome  to  the  reader.  It  is 
fufficient  to  obferve,  that  the  debates  were  principally 
carried  on  for  and  againft  an  addrefs  to  the  King, 
on  account  of  the  fpeech  from  the  throne.  The 
amendment  propofed  by  the  minority  was  rejefled  by 
the  majority,  and  the  original  queftion  carried  for  the 
addrefs  without  a  divifion. 

The  next  topic  of  debate  was  concerning  the 
fending  of  Hanoverian  troops  to  Gibraltar.  In  this 
debate,  the  friends  of  the  miniftry  were  divided  in 
their  opinion  i  even  thofe  who  had  warmly  fupported 
the  American  war  oppofed  this  meafure,  and  when 
the  meafure  came  to  be  debated,  the  minifter  found 
many  of  thofe  he  thought  were  his  friends  joined 
with  thofe  in  the  oppoficion.  It  was  infiftcd  upon  in 
the  moft  peremptory  terms,  that  the  meafure  was  ille- 
gal and  unconftitutional  in  the  laft  degree  ;  that  it 
v/as  repugnant  and  liibvcrfive  of  the  principles  of  the 
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bill  of  rights;  that  it  would  eilablifh  a  precedent  of 
a  moll  alarming  and  dangerous  tendency,  as  it  recog- 
nized a  right  in  the  crown  to  introduce  foreigners  in- 
to  Britain,  and  to  raife  armies  without  the  confent  of 
parliament ;  that  it  was  ftill  more  alarming,  and  re- 
quired the  moie  immediate  reprobation,  from  its  be- 
ing wanton  and  unnecefTary  in  point  of  policy,  and 
from  its  being  fo  fbrenuouQy  defended  by  the  minifters, 
both  of  which  afforded  too  much  room  for  apprehen- 
fion,  that  its  avowed  purpofes  covered  others  of  a  ve- 
ry different  nature.  The  minilby  vindicated  the 
raeafures  upon  the  plea  of  neceffity,  and  the  ground 
of  precedent,  namely,  that  of  the  Dutch  troops  being 
brought  into  England  in  the  year  1745.  It  was  alfo 
infilled  upon  as  thoroughly  legal  and  conftitutional, 
and  the  crown  lawyers  endeavoured  to  reftrain  the 
conftruilion  of  the  bill  of  rights,  by  fhewing  that  its 
operation  extended  no  farther  than  this  ifland.  The 
minifter  was  now  puflied  hard,  both  by  fome  of  his 
friends  and  thofe  who  had  been  uniform.ly  in  the  op- 
pofition,  to  fhew  his  real  intention  in  propofing  fuch 
a  claufe  in  the  addrefs  to  the  King,  as  hinted  that 
they  confidered  it  as  a  favour  to  have  Hanoverian 
troops  feilt  to  Gibraltar,  and  wanted  him  to  give  af- 
furance,  that  if  the  addrefs  was  luffered  to  pafs  in 
that  form,  that  he  would,  on  fome  future  day  to  be 
appointed,  bring  the  legality  of  the  meafure  under 
the  confideration.  of  the  Houfe.  The  minifter  was 
however  abfolutely  inflexible  upon  that  point.  He 
confidered  this  peevifhnefs  of  his  party  as  deferving 
rather  reprehenfion  than  indulgence.  They  could 
obtain  no  direft  anfwer  from  liim  ;  and  at  length, 
when  he  could  no  longer  fhift  an  anfwer,  he  laid, 
with  an  apparent  indifference,  which  he  fuppofed 
would   intimidate    the    deferters,    that   another  time 

Q  1  would 


224  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y    O  F  A.  D.  1776. 

would  afford  a  fitter  opportunity  of  difcufTing  the  fub- 
ject  than  the  prefent.  Many  of  the  country  gentle- 
men confidered  this  fteadinefs  of  the  nninifter  as  ex- 
ceedingly ill-timed 3  but  he  had  as  much  interefl  and 
addrefs  as  to  fet  matters  to  right  for  the  prefent,  and 
got  the  threatened  ftorm  put  over. 

One  particular  circumflance  which  attended  thefe 
debates,  was  the  defection  of  General  Conway  from 
adminiflrrtion,  who  after  exprefTing  his  utmoft  detef- 
tation  of  that  minifterial  principle,  thatperfons  hold- 
ing places  mufl  implicitly  fupport  government  in  all 
cafes  whatfoever,  and  however  contrary  to  their  prin- 
ciples] he  then  condemned  in  the  moll  decifive  terms 
the  American  war,  which  he  declared  to  be  cruel,  un- 
natural, and  unnecefTary;    calling  it  in  plain  terms  a 
butchery  of  his  fellow  fubje(?l:s,  and  to  which  his  con- 
fcience  forbad  him  to  give  afTent.     He  condemned 
every  idea  of  conquering  the  colonills,  upon  all  the 
rules  of  juflice,  expediency,  and  prafticabiiity.     He 
fpoke  in  the  moil  unreferved  terms  againfl    the  right 
of  taxation,  and  v/ifhed  to  fee  the  declaratory  law  re- 
pealed, though  it  h.id  been  pafTed  under  his  own  auf- 
pices,  when  m  adminiflration^    and  though  on  abitraft 
legal  principles  he  thou-ht  it  right,  and    at  the  time 
of  pafTing  proper  and  neceffary,  rather  than  it  fhould 
be  employed  to  colour  defigns  the  mofl  oppofite  to  the 
intentions  publicly  declared   of  thofe  who  fupported 
it  in  parliament,  and  particularly  oppofite  to  thofe  of 
his  own  at  the  time  of  moving   it.     He  called  upon 
the  minilier  to  give  fome  information  concerning  the 
ftate  of  affairs   in   America,    that   they   might  know 
with    certainty  upon   what  ground    they    flood,   and 
were  likely   hereafter  to  ftand,   before  they  paffed  a 
bloody    addrefs    which  would  be   a  flanding  record 
againfl  them,  and  which  notwithftanding  the  profufion 

of 
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of  fophiftical  arguments,  that  were  now  ufed  to  be 
palmed  upon  them,  by  endeavouring  to  explain  away 
its  fubftance,  and  to  reprefent  it  only  as  froth  and  com- 
pliment, would  not  only  be  found  a  curb  upon,  but 
mull  in  a  great  degree  influence  their  conduft  through- 
out the  feflion,  notwithftanding  any  information  they 
might  have  to  the  contrary.  Some  of  the  country 
gentlemen  likewife  faid,  they  had  gone  with  the  mi- 
niftry  in  the  preceding  feflion,  upon  the  fuppofition, 
that  he  had  given  them  authentic  infonriation  with 
regard  to  America,  but  now  finding  by  the  event  that 
they  had  been  impofed  upon,  and  totally  deceived,  it 
became  abfolutely  neceflfary  to  have  a  full  and  clear 
ftate  of  aff'airs  laid  before  them,  prior  to  their  enter- 
ing upon  any  bufinefs  upon  the  fubjeft. 

This  matter  prefl^ed  very  hard  upon  adminifl:ration, 
and  vexed  them  exceedingly.  The  accounts  from 
America  were  at  this  time  unfavourable  ^  and  it  was 
doubtful  whether  wc  had  any  thing  left  there.  The 
minifter  had  influence  enough  to  keep  ofi^  any  parti- 
cular enquiry  concerning  information  that  was  in  his 
poflfeflion,  but  there  was  as  much  already  gone  abroad 
and  publifhed  from  other  fources,  as  rendered  it  difl^i- 
cult  to  account  for  the  failure  of  fuccefs  in  many  in- 
ftances,  and  to  guard  againft  the  cenfure  which  of 
courfe  attended  it.  Indirect  acknowledgments  were 
made,  that  matters  had  not  been  carried  on  as  could 
have  been  wifhed,  but  where  the  error  lay  they  could 
not  tell:  but  that  a  great  force  was  now  to  be  fent 
out,  which  would  infure  fuccefs,  and  matters  would 
take  a  new  turn.  Thus  did  the  miniftry  promife  one 
time  after  another,  without  having  either  any  formed 
plan  or  defign  that  had  the  fmallefl:  probability  in  them. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  at  this  time  deferted  the  mi- 
niftry, which   alarmed  them  greatly ^ — he  gave  for  a 
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reafoii  that  they  had  milled  him  by  falfe  information, 
and  had  never  given  a  true  account  ot  the  Hate  of 
American  affairs :  that  they  had  never  given  a  true  ac- 
count of  the  fafts  with  regard  to  the  difpofition  of  the 
colonifts  and  that  he  had  always  been  made  to  believe 
that  matters  would  never  come  to  an  extremity  of  that 
nature  which  had  happened,  but  that  an  appearance 
of  coerfion  was  ail  that  was  requifite  to  eftabliil-i  are- 
conciliation,  and  that  the  flronger  government  ap- 
peared, and  the  better  it  was  fupported,  the  fooner  ail 
disputes  would  be  adju fled.  He  declared,  that  nothing 
iefs  than  a  repeal  of  all  the  American  laws  which  had 
been  paffed  fince  the  year  1763,  could  now  reftore 
peace  and  happinefs,  or  prevent  the  moil  deftru6live 
and  fatal  confequences — confequences  which  could 
not  ever  be  thought  of  without  feeling  the  utmoil  de- 
gree of  grief  and  horror.  In  the  houfe  of  Lords  it 
was  fairly  proved  upon  the  Duke  of  Manchefler's  mo- 
tion concerning  the  Hanoverian  troops,  that  it  was  in- 
confiftent  with  the  bill  of  rights  to  bring  in  foreign 
troops,  without  an  a6t  of  parliament,  into  any  part  of 
the  Britilh  dominions;  and  that  the  doing  thereof 
was  dilfolving  the  conftitution,  and  letting  afide  the 
laws  of  the  land,  whereby  the  crown  was  made  fupe- 
rior  to  all  law,  and  the  liberties  of  the  fubjeft  totally 
overturned.  The  debates  upon  this  fubje6t  on  this 
occafion  were  warm,  and  all  the  arguments  in  favour 
of  arbitrary  power,  and  thofe  againfl  it,  were  canvaffed 
again  and  again.  Some  lawyers  maintained  dodrines 
in  defence  of  the  meafurcs  totally  oppofite  to  the 
whole  Britiih  conllitution,  for  which  they  were  fevere- 
ly  reproved. 

After  many  debates   to  no   purpofe,  the  eftimates' 
for  carrying  on  the  war  were  laid  before  parliament^ 
and  palled  by  a  large   majority.     After  this,  Ibme 

changes 
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changes  happened  in  adminidration.  The  Duke  of 
Grafton  refigned  the  privy  Tea],  and  was  facceeded 
by  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  who  was  fucceedcd  by 
Lord  George  Germaine.  The  Earl  of  Rochford  hav- 
ino"  retired  from  bufinefs,  was  fucceeded  by  Lord 
Weymouth,  who  had  continued  out  of  employment 
fince  his  refignation  on  the  affair  of  Faulkiand's  L 
fland.  Several  other  changes  happened  about  this 
time,  according  as  the  humours  of  the  court  chanced 
to  operate. 

The  petition  of  the  congrefs,  which  had  been  deli- 
vered to  hisMajeilybyMr.  Penn,  became  now  the  fub- 
jedofawarm  debate.  A  copy  of  this  petition  was 
brouc^ht  before  the  Lords,  among  feveral  other  pa- 
pers, when  a  noble  Duke  in  oppofition  obferved,  that 
he  law  Mr.  Penn  below  the  bar,  and  moved  that  he 
mio'ht  be  examined,  in  order  to  eftablifh  the  authenti- 
city of  the  petition,  before  they  entered  into  any  de- 
bates upon  its  contents,  thereby  to  obviate  the  doubtv; 
wbJ.ch  might  arifeupon  that  head,  and  be  a  means  of 
interrupting  their  proceedings.  This  motion  alarm- 
ed the  miniftry  exceedingly.  They  eafily  perceived 
that  the  motion  was  not  merely  intended  to  authenti- 
cate the  petition,  but  that  it  extended  to  laying  be- 
fore the  Houfe  all  the  information  concerning  Ameri- 
ca, which  they  could  draw  from  a  perfon  i^o  much 
mailer  of  the  fubjeft  as  Mr  Penn.  They  obje<5led  to 
the  motion  in  point  of  order;  on  its  informality;  on 
its  want  of  precedent,  being  contrary  to  the  ciLab}ii]i- 
ed  mode  of  proceeding;  that  the  bringing  in  of  extra,- 
neous  matter  by  iurprize,  and  breaking  in  upon  the 
mod  ferions  and  important  deliberations,  by  fuddenly 
calling  their  attention  off-  to  the  examination  of  wit- 
neffes,  and  to  new  fubjedls  of  ditcuflion,  would  be  de- 
ilruclive  q(  the  order  and  gravity  which  always  diRin- 
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guilhed  their  proceedings.  Theyalfo  contended  that 
this  nneafure  would  eflablifh  a  mofl  pernicious  prece- 
dent, as  it  would  neceffarily  follow,  that  every  petition 
fronfi  v/hatever  quarter  of  the  globe,  muft  be  accompa- 
nied by  evidence  to  eflablifh  its  authenticity.  They 
obferved,  that  improper  queftions  might  be  afked 
Mr.  Penn,  which  might  draw  from  him  what  might 
tend  to  prejudice  him  with  refpedl  to  his  private  for- 
tune and  affairs  in  America;  that  this  evidence  might 
have  the  fame  effedl  with  refpefl  to  others  who  were 
friends  to  government  in  America,  and  who,  by  a  pub- 
lic expofure  of  their  private  conduft  in  its  favour, 
would  be  liable  to  perfonal  danger,  and  ruin  to  their 
fortunes.  Thefe  trifling  objedlions  were  all  anfwer- 
ed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  none  of  the  miniflerialifls 
could  make  a  reply,  but  the  motion  was  rejedled  by  a 
majority  of  36  to  11.  The  nobleman  who  made  the 
motion,  and  who  is  remarkable  for  his  perfeverence, 
made  another,  that  Mr.  Penn,  be  examined  at  the  bar 
the  next  day.  Tho'  this  motion  could  not  be  de- 
cently refufed,  yet  fo  difagreeable  was  every  fpecies 
of  enquiry  to  the  miniftry,  that  another  debate  arofe 
upon  it;  but  it  was  at  length  agreed  that  he  Ihould 
bt  examined,  at  a  time  appointed,  which  was  the  loth 
of  December. 

Many  curious  particulars  came  out  in  the  examina- 
tion of  Mr.  Penn  which  government  would  have  de- 
fired  never  to  have  been  known.  He  informed  the 
IJoufe  in  the  mofl  clear  and  diflind:  manner  of  all  the 
particulars  concerning  wliich  he  was  interrogated, 
and  fpoke  with  an  ingenuity  that  did  him  much  hon- 
our. He  informed  them  concerning  what  the  colo- 
nifls  intended  to  do,  and  what  they  did  not,  and  a- 
mong  other  things,  declared  that  they  had  no  inten- 
tion 
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tion  to  attempt  independency,  unlefs  they  were  dri- 
ven to  it  by  the  violence  of  the  mother  country.  ,  He 
made  no  hefitation  in  declaring  the  ftrength  of  his 
own  province,  and  informed  them  that  the  colony 
contained  6O3OOO  men  able  to  carry  arms;  that  of 
thefe  20,000  had  entered  voluntarily  to  ferve  with- 
out pay,  and  were  armed  and  embodied  before  his  de- 
parture. Being  allied  concerning  that  volunteer 
force,  he  replied,  that  it  included  men  of  the  befl 
fortune  and  character  in  the  province,  and  that  it  was 
compofed  generally  of  men  who  were  poffelTed  of 
property,  either  landed  or  otherwile.  That  an  ad- 
ditional body  of  4,500  minute  men  had  fince  been 
raifed  in  the  province,  who  were  to  be  paid  when  cal- 
led out  to  fervice.  That  they  had  the  means  and 
materials  of  calling  iron  cannon  in  great  plenty;  that 
they  caft  brafs  cannon  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  they 
made  fmall  arms  in  great  abundance  and  perfe6lion. 
He  concealed  nothing  that  could  be  of  fervice  to  in- 
form this  nation  of  what  was  her  intereft  and  duty  to 
obferve,  concerning  the  colonies. 

After  the  examination  was  finifhed,  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  who  had  propofed  it,  made  a  motion  for 
reconciliation  with  America  upon  the  footing  of  the 
petition,  which  after  a  long  debate  was  reje6led  by  a 
large  majority,  and  matters  left  to  proceed  upon 
the  ruinous  plan  upon  which  they  had  been  hitherto 
carried  on.  It  was  eafy  to  perceive  that  government 
was  determined  to  purfue  the  fanguinary  meafure 
of  reducing  the  colonies  to  unconditional  fubmiflion 
in  fpite  of  all  conviftipn  of  the  impoffibility  thereofj 
for  though  ail  conciliatory  fchemes  were  rejeded, 
the  prohibitory  a6l  was  brought  in  and  fupported 
with  great  zeal.  This  bill  was  a  full  proof  of  the 
lengths  they  intended  to  go,  and  fully  iliewed  the 
VoL  IL  R  extent 


130  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y     O  F  A.  D.  1776. 

extent  of  their  purpofes.  This  a6l  totally  forbad  all  trade 
and  intercoiirfe  with  the  thirteen  united  colonies.     All 
property  belonging  to  the  Americans  whether  of  Ihips  or 
goods,  on  the  high  feas,  or  in  the  harbours,  are  declared 
forfeited  to  the  captors,  being  the  officers  and  crews  of 
his  Majefty's  Ihips  of  war;  and  feveral  claufes  of  the  bill 
were    inferted,  to   facilitate  and    lefTen   the    expence 
of  the     condemnation   of  prizes,    and   the    recovery 
of  prize  money.     There    were    feveral    other    claufes 
in  this  bill  incondftent  v/ith    all   the   rules  of  juftice 
and  found  policy,  which  gave  the  Congrefs   a   fuffi- 
cient  handle  in  point  of  argument    for  proceeding  to 
their  adt  of  independency.     They   were  now    thrown 
out  of  the  King's  proteftion,   and   made  rebels  and 
out-laws  by  a  new  aCl  of  parliament,  which  was  con- 
fidered  by  them  as  inc®nfiflent  with  the  feveral  laws  of 
the  conftitutionj  for  which  reafon  it  was  argued  that 
the  compaft  between  the  King  and  the   people    being 
thereby  diffolved  by  an  a6l  of  the  ruling  powers,  the 
people  in  the  colonies  were   thereby    freed  from    all 
obligations   of  obedience,   and    were   again    brought 
back  to  a   llate    of  nature.     There   appeared  a   real 
want  of  wifdom  and  juftice  in  this  prohibitory  bill;  for 
though   they  had  yet  no  proof    that    the    province 
of  Georgia  had  acceded  to   the  affociation,    yet  that 
province  was  included  in  the  bill,  and  given  up  by  au- 
thority of  parliament    to  be  plundered  by  every  war 
Ihip  that  fhould  come  upon  the  coaft.     But  what  was 
mod  barbarous  and  abfurd  in   the  reftraining  aft  was, 
that  all  thofe  who  vv^ould  be  taken  on  board  any  Ame- 
rican vefTels  were   indifcriminately  to    be  compelled  1 
without   diftin6lion  of  perfons  to   ferve  as  common j 
lailors  in  our  lliipsof  war.     This  was  a  refinement  in' 
tyranny,  VN/hich  was  worfe  than  death,  and  which   thei 
moft  lavage  nations  had  never  thought  of  nor   prac-| 
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lifed.     To  make  prifoners,  who  Ihould  have  the  mif- 
fortune  to  be  taken  in  this    plundering  war,   fight  a- 
o-ainft  their  own  families,    kindred  and  countrymen, 
and  after  being  plundered  themfelves,  to  become  ac- 
complices in  plundering  their  brethren,  was  a  ilretch 
of  cruelty  beyond    the   invention   of  heathens,    and 
could  only  be  devifed  by  papilts  or  Jacobites.      This 
cruelty  was  ftill   heightened  by  this  dreadful  circum- 
ftance,    that  thefe    unhappy  perfons  who  were  thus 
compelled    were  fubjeft   to  the   articles  of  war,  and 
liable  to  be  fhot  for  defertion.     This  devililh  and  ty- 
rannical law  refembled  much  the  Scotch  law  of  inqui- 
fition   by  which  the  prifoner  was   fqueezed  or   racked 
with   boots    and   thumbikins    till    he    difcovered   all 
his    friends  or  accomplices,    and    thereby   was  made 
the  inftrument  of  the  ruin  of  thofe  that  were  deareil 
to  him,  and  whom  he  loved  bed:.     If  ever  any  human 
creature  fliall  in  any  age  of  the  world  attempt  to  vin- 
dicate or  colour  this  law  with  the  varnifii  of  humani- 
ty, he  muft  be  by  all  the  friends  of  human  nature  con- 
fidered  as  allied  to   a  rank  of  beings  who  are  ilran- 
gers  to  every  idea  of  mercy  and  benevolence.     To  be 
reduced  to  fuch   a  condition  as  this  law  fuppofes,    is 
the  lafl:  degree  of  wretchednefs,  and  indignity  to  which 
human  nature  can  be  fubje(5led.     It  obliged  Englifh- 
men  to  praftice   a    cruelty  unknown  to  the  moft  fa- 
vage  nations.     Such   a  compulfion  upon  prifoners  as 
this   bill  enforced  was  never  known  to  be  pradlifcd  in 
any  cafe  of  war  or  rebellion  -,  and  the  only  exam.ples  of 
this  fort  that  can  be  produced  muft  be  found  amongft 
pirates,  the  out-laws  and  enemies   of  human  fociety. 
The  chief  author  of  this  tyrannical  law  may  eafily  be 
traced  from  a  fpecch   of  a  certain  law  Lord,  who  de- 
declared  while  the  bill  was  depending,  That  v.'e  were 
not  now  to  confider   the  quellions  of  original  right 

or 
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or  wrong,  juflicc  or  injufbice  ;  we  were  now  engaged 
in  a  war  and  mufl  ufe  our  utmoft  efforts  to  obtain  the 
ends  propofed  by  it  ;  we  mud  fight  or  be  purfued  j 
.  and  the  juftice  of  the  caufe  mull  give  way  to  our 
prefent  fituation.  To  this  he  applied  the  laconic 
fpeech  of  a  Scotch  foldier  of  fortune  in  the  fervice  of 
Guflavus  Adolphus,  who  pointing  to  the  enemy,  faid 
to  his  men,  *  See  you  thofe  lads;  kill  them  or  they 
will  kill  you.*  Snch  a  fpeech  from  one  of  the  firft 
judges  of  the  nation,  fhews  plainly  what  juftice  we 
may  expefl,  provided  our  juries  do  not  protedl  us. 
The  fevereft  punifhment  that  could  be  infli6ted  upon 
fuch  an  enemy  to  human  nature,  would  be  to  confine 
him  to  be  a  perpetual  witnefs  of  fupreme  benevolence 
and  philanthropy.  It  is  fufficient  to  roufe  the  refent- 
mentof  all  who  have  the  fmalleft  degree  of  humanity 
in  tnem  to  hear  or  read  fuch  a  fpeech.  It  brings  to 
the  readers  remembrance  a  fpeech  which  Milton  puts 
into  the  mouth  of  one  of  his  fallen  angels :    Evil,  be 

THOU  GOOD 

The  coionifts  who  had  hitherto  deferred  the  pro- 
jecl  of  independency,  which  was  fuggefted  to  them 
by  the  meaiures  cf  the  parliament,  were  now  driven 
to  chis  meafure  by  the  violent  proceedings  that  have 
been  already  mentioned..  They  found  that  they  were 
nov/  to  be  profecuted  with  all  the  vengeance  that  the 
government  could  inflid,  and  that  while  they  remain- 
ed in  a  Rate  of  dependence  upon  Great  Britain,  no 
!]ation  "ouid  affc^d  them  any  alfiftance.  They  there- 
fore came  to  a  refolution  to  declare  themfelves  inde- 
pendent Hates,  ?nd  to  renounce  all  allegiance  to  the 
BriuiHi  government,  and  all  political  connection  with 
the  mother  country.  In  their  declaration  of  indepen- 
dency taty  give  the  reafons    of   their  proceedings, 

and 
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and  fet  forth  to  the  world  the  grievances  they  had  lon^ 
complained     of  without   being    heard.     Their   own 
words  will  bed  fhow  their  reafons  and  fentiments  up- 
on the  fubjecft. 

Reafons  afligned  by  the  Contential  Congrefs  for  the 
North  American  Colonies  and  provinces  withdraw- 
ing their  Allegiance  to  the  King   of  Great  Britain. 

In  C  O  N  G  R  E  S  S,     July  4,  1776. 

A  DECLARATION  by  the  Representatives 
of  the  UNITED  STATES  of  America,  in 
General  Congrefs  aflembled. 

When  in  the  courfe  of  human  events  it  becomes 
nccefiary  for  one  people  to  diifolve  the  political  bands 
which  have  connected  them  with  another,  and  to  af- 
fume  among  the  powers  of  the  earth  the  feparate  and 
equal  flation  to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  Na- 
ture's God  intitle  them,  a  decent  refped  to  the  opi- 
nions of  mankind  requires  that  they  fh\l>uld  declare 
the  caufes  which  impel  them  to  the  feparation. 

We  hold  thofe  truths  to  be  felf  evident;  that  all 
men  are  created  equal;  that  they  are  endowed  by 
their  Creator  with  certain  unalienable  rights;  that 
among  thefe  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  purfuitof  hap- 
pinefs.  That  to  fecure  thefe  rights,  governments  are 
inftituted  among  men,  deriving  their juft  powers  from 
the  confent  of  the  governed;  and,  whenever  any  form 
of  government  becomes  dellruftive  of  thefe  ends,  ic 
is  the  right  cf  the  people  to  alter  and  abolifh  it,  and 
to  inilitute  a  new  government,  laying  its  foundation  on 
fuch  principles,  and  organizing  its  powers  in  fuch  form 
as  to  them  fnall  ft  em  iPolt  likely  to  ciTctt  their  fafcty 

and 
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and  happlnefs.  Prudence  indeed  will  dictate  that  go- 
vernments long  ellablifhed  lliould  not  be  changed  for 
light  and  tradfient  caufes;  and  accordingly  all  expe* 
rience  hath  fhewn,  that  mankind  are  more  difpofed  to 
fufFer,  while  evils  are  fufferable,  than  to  right  them- 
felves  by  abolifhing  the  forms  to  which  they  are  ac- 
cuftomed;  but  when  a  long  train  of  abufes  and  ufur- 
pations,  purfuing  invariably  the  fame  objedl,  evinces  a 
defign  to  reduce  them  under  abfolute  defpotifm,  it  is 
their  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to  throw  off  fuch  govern- 
ment, and  to  provide  new  guards  for  their  future  fe- 
curity.  Such  has  been  the  patient  fufferance  of  thefe 
colonies,  and  fuch  is  now  the  necefiity  which  conftrains 
them  to   alter  their  former   fyftems  of  government. 

The  hiftory  of  the   prefent of ,  is  a 

hiftory  of  repeated  injuries  andufurpations)  all  having 
in  direftobjecl  the  eilablifliment  of  an  abfolute  ty- 
ranny over  thefe  ftates.  To  prove  this,  let  facts  be 
fubmitted  to  a  candid  world. 

He  has  refufed  his  affent  to  laws,  the  mofl  whole- 
fome  and  neceflary  for  the  public  good. 

He  has  forbidden  his  governours  to  pafs  laws  of  im- 
mediate and  preffing  importance,  unlefs  fufpended  in 
their  operation  till  his  affent  fhould  be  obtained; 
and,  when  fo  fufpended,  he  was  utterly  neglefted  to 
attend  them. 

He  has  refufed  to  pafs  other  laws  for  the  accom- 
modation of  large  diflrifts  of  people,  unlefs  thofe 
people  would  relinquiffi  the  rights  of  reprefentation 
in  the  legiflature ;  a  right  inefiimable  to  them,  and 
formidable  to  tyrants  only. 

He  has  called  together  legiflative  bodies  at  places 
unufual,  uncomfortable,  antidiftant  from  the  defpofi- 

tory 
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tory  of  their  public  records,  for  the  folepurpofe  of  fa- 
tiguing them  into  compliance  with  his  mcai'ures. 

He  has  diffjlved  Reprefentatives  Houfes  repeatedly 
for  oppofing,  with  manly  firmnefs,  his  invafions  on 
the  rights  of  the  people. 
He  has  refufed,  for  a  long  time  after  fuch  difiblu- 
tion,  to  caufe  others  to  be  eredled ;  whereby  the  le- 
giflative  powers,  incapable  of  annihilation,  have  re- 
turned to  the  people  at  large  for  their  exercife  ;  the 
Ilate  remaining  in  the  mean  time  expofed  to  all  the 
dangers  of  invafion  from  Avithout,  and  convulfion 
within. 

He  has  endeavoured  to  prevent  tlie  population  of 
thefe  ftates ;  for  that  purpofe  obfl:ru6ling  the  laws  for 
naturalization  of  foreigners,  refufing  to  pafs  others  to 
encourage  their  emigrations  hither,  and  raifino-  the 
conditions  of  new  appropriations  of  lands. 

He  has  obitrud:ed  the  adminiflration  of  juftice,  by 
refufing  his  afient  to  laws  for  eftablifhing  judiciary 
powers. 

He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  will  alone, 
for  the  tenure  of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  and 
payment  of  their  falaries. 

He  has  ere(5led  a  multitude  of  new  offices,  and  fent 
hither  fwarms  of  officers  to  harrafs  our  people,  and  eat 
out  their  fubfiftence. 

He  has  kept  among  us  in  times  of  peace  ftandino- 
armies,  without  the  confent  of  our  legiflatures. 

He  has  effected  to  render  the  military  independent 
of,  and  fuperior  to,  the  civil  power. 

He  has  combined  with  others  to  fubjecl  us  to  a  ju- 
rifdidion  foreign  to  our  conftitution.  and  unacknow- 
ledged by  our  laws,  giving  his  affent  to  their  preten- 
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For  quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among 
lis : 

For  protefling  them,  by  a  mock  trial,  from  punifli- ' 
ment  for  any  murders  which  they  fhould  commit  on 
the  inhabitants  of  thefe  ftates  : 

For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the 
world  : 

For  impofing  taxes  on  us  without  our  confent  i 

For  depriving  us,  in  many  cafes,  of  the  benefit  of 
trial  by  jury : 

For  tranfporting  us  beyond  feas,  to  be  tried  for 
pretended  offences : 

For  abolilhing  the  free  fyftem  of  Englilh  laws  in  a 
neighbouring  province,  ellablifhing  therein  an  arbi- 
trary government,  and  enlarging  its  boundaries,  fo  as 
to  render  it  at  once  an  example  and  fit  inftrument  for 
introducing  the  fame  abfolute  rule  into  thefe  colonies: 

For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolilhing  our  moft 
valuable  laws,  and  altering  fundamentally  the  forms 
of  our  governments  : 

For  fufpending  our  own  legiflatures,  and  declaring 
themfelves  invefted  with  power  to  legiflate  for  us  in  all 
cafes  whatfoever. 

He  has  abdicated  government  here,  by  declaring  us 
out  of  his  proteftion,  and  waging  war  againft  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  feas,  ravaged  our  coafts, 
burnt  our  towns,  and  deflroyed  the  lives  of  our  peo- 
ple. 

He  is,  at  this  time,  tranfporting  large  armies  of  fo- 
reign mercenaries,  to  complete  the  works  of  deaths 
defolation,  and  tyranny,'already  begun  with  circum- 
ftances  of  cruelty  and  perfidy  fcarcely  paralled  in  the 
mod  barbarous  ages,  and  totally  unworthy  the  head 
of  a  civilized  nation. 

He 
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He  has  conftrained  our  fellow  citizens,  taken  cap- 
tive on  the  high  feas,  to  bear  arms  againft  their  coun- 
try, to  become  the  executioners  of  their  friends  and 
brethren,  or  to  fall  themfclves  by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  domellic  infurredions  amongfl  us, 
and  ha?  endeavoured  to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of 
our  frontiers,  the  mercilefs  Indian  Savages,  whofe 
known  rule  of  warfare  is  an  undiftinguflied  deftruc- 
tion  of  all  ages,  fexes^  and  conditions. 

In  every  ftage  of  their  opprefTions  we  have  petiti- 
oned for  redrefs,  in  ths  mod  humble  terms ^  our  re- 
peated petitions  have  been  anfwered  only  by  repeat- 
ed injury. — A  prince,  whofe  character  is  thus  marked 
by  every  aft  which  may  define  a  tyrant  is  unfit  to  be 
the  ruler  of  a  free  people. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attention  to  our  Bri- 
ti(h  brethren.  We  have  warned  them  frequently  of 
attempts,  by  their  legiflature,  to  extend  an  unwar- 
rantable jurifdidtion  over  us;  we  have  reminded 
them  of  the  circumftances  of  our  emigration  and  fet- 
tlement  here;  we  have  appealed  to  their  native  juf- 
tice  and  magnanimity;  and  we  have  conjured  them 
by  the  ties  of  our  common  kindred,  to  difavow  thefe 
ufurpations,  which  would  inevitably  interrupt  our 
connexions  and  correfpondence.  They  too  have 
been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  juftice  and  confangui- 
nity.  We  muft  therefore  acquiefce  in  the  neceflity 
which  denounces  our  feparation,  and  hold  them,  as 
we  hold  the  reft  of  mankind,  enemies  in  war,  in  peace 
friends. 

We,  therefore,  the  reprefcntatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  general  congrefs  aflembled,  ap- 
pealing to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  world,  for  the 
reftitude  of  our  intentions,  do,  in  the  name,  and  by 
Vol.  11.  S  the 
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the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  thefe  colonies, 
folemnly  publifh  and  declarCj  that  thefe  united  colo- 
nies are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be.  Free  and  Indef  en- 
dent  States,  and  that  they  are  abfolved  from  all  alle- 
giance to  the  Britifh  crown,  and  that  all  political  con- 
nexion betwixt  them  and  the  flate  of  Great  Britain, 
is,  and  ought  to  be  totally  dilTolved;  and  that  as 
free  and  independent  Hates,  they  have  full  power  to 
levy  war,  conclude  peace,  contraft  alliances,  eftablifh 
commerce,  and  do  all  other  a6ls  and  things  which  in- 
dependent ftates  may  of  right  do.  And  for  the  fup- 
port  of  this  declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the 
prote6lion  of  Divine  Providence,  we  mutually  pledge, 
to  each  other  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  facre4 
honour. 
Sio-ned  by  order,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Congrefs, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Prefident, 
A':tefl:,  Charles  Tompjon,  Secretary. 
Articles   of  confederation    and  perpetual  union  be- 
tween the  States  of  New  Hampfhire,   MafTachu- 
fett's  Bay,  Rhode  Ifland,  Connecticut,  New- York, 
Pennfyivania,   the  Counties   of  Newcaftle,  Kent, 
and  Suffex  on  Dalaware-river,  Maryland,  Virginia^ 
and  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia. 
N.  B.     Thefe  articles  of  confederation,   after  having 
been  long  weighed  and  difcuffed,  line  by   line,  in 
the  congrefs,  were  at  length  relblved  upon,   and 
figned  by  all  the  delegates,    the  4th   of  October, 
1776,  at  Philadelphia,   fuch  as  they  are  here  fet 
forth  j  and  in  confequence  were  immediately  fent 
to  the  other  ftates  to  be  confirmed  by  them. 

Article  I. 
THE  Thirteen  States  above-mentioned,  confede- 
rate themfelves  under  the  title  of  1'he   United  States 
of  America,  II. 
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11. 

They  contra6t,  each  in  their  own  name,  by  the 
prelent  conftitution,  a  reciprocal  treaty  of  alliance 
and  friendlhip  for  their  common  defence,  for  the 
maintenance  of  their  liberties,  and  for  their  general 
and  mutual  advantage  ;  obliging  themfelves  to  aflift 
each  other  .againll  all  violence  that  may  threaten  all 
or  any  one  of  them,  and  to  repel  in  common  all  the 
attacks  that  may  be  levelled  againft  all  or  any  one  of 
them,  on  account  of  religion,  fovereignty,  commerce, 
or  under  any  otlier  pretext  whatfoever. 

III. 

Each  ftate  referves  to  themfelves  alone  the  exclu- 
five  right  of  regulating  their  internal  government, 
and  of  framing  laws  in  all  matters  that  are  not  inclu- 
ded in  the  articles  of  the  prefent  confederation,  and 
which  cannot  any  way  prejudice  the  fame. 

IV. 

No  ftate  in  particular  (hall  either  fend  or  receive 
embafTies,  begin  any  negociation,  contract  any  en- 
gagements, form  any  alliances,  conclude  any  treaties 
with  any  king,  prince,  or  power  whatfoever,  without 
the  confent  of  the  United  States  aflembled  in  general 
congrefs. 

No  perfon  invefted  with  any  poft  whatever  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them, 
whether  he  has  appointments  belonging  to  his  em- 
ployment, or  whether  it  be  a  commiflion  purely  con- 
fidential, lliall  be  allowed  to  accept  any  prefents,  gra- 
tuities, emoluments,  nor  any  offices  or  titles  of  any 
kind  whatever,  from  any  kings,  princes,  or  foreign 
powers. 

And  the  General  AlTembly  of  the  United  States, 
nor  any  State  in  particular,  Ihall  not  confer  any  title 
of  nobility, 

82  V.  Two 
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V. 

Two  nor  feveral  of  the  fald  States  fhall  not  have 
power  to  form  alliances  or  confederations,  nor  con- 
clude any  private  treaty  amongfl  themfelves,  with- 
out the  confcnt  of  the  United  States  affembled  in  Ge- 
neral Congrefs,  and  without  the  aim  and  duration  of 
that  private  convention  be  exaftly  fpecified  in  the  con- 
fent. 

VI. 

No  State  fhail  lay  on  any  impofts,  nor  eflablifh  any 
duties  whatfoever,  the  effed  of  which  might  alter, 
direcbly  or  indiredlly,  the  claufes  of  the  treaties  to  be 
concluded  hereafter  by  the  Affembly  of  the  United 
States  with  any  kings,  princes,  or  powers  whatfeever. 

VII, 

There  fhall  not  be  kept  by  any  of  the  faid  States 
in  particular,  any  veflels  or  fhips  of  war  above  the 
number  judged  neceffary  by  the  Affembly  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  defence  of  that  State  and  its 
commerce  ;  and  there  fhall  not  be  kept  on  foot  in  time 
of  peace  by  any  of  the  faid  States,  any  troops  above 
the  number  determined  by  the  Affembly  of  the 
United  States,  to  guard  the  flrong  places  or  forts  ne~ 
ceffary  for  the  defence  of  that  State ;  but  each  State 
fhall  always  keep  up  a  well  difciplined  militia,  fuffici- 
,ently  armed  and  equipped,  and  fhall  be  careful  to  pro- 
cure, and  keep  in  conftant  readinefs,  in  the  public 
magazines,  a  fufficlent  number  of  field  pieces  and 
tents,  with  a  proper  quantity  of  ammunition  and  im- 
plements of  war, 

VIII. 

When  any  of  the  faid  States  fhall  raife  troops  for 
the  common  defence,  all  the  officers  of  the  rank  of 
colonel,  and  under,  fhall  be  appointed  by  the  legifla- 

tive 
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tive  body  of  the  ftate  that  fhall  have  railed  the  troops, 
or  in  fuch  manner  as  that  ftate  fhall  have  judged  pro- 
per to  regulate  the  nominations  ;  and  when  any  va- 
cancy happens  in  thefe  pofts,  they  lliall  be  filled  up 
by  the  faid  fl:ate. 

IX. 

All  the  expences  ofv/ar,  and  all  other  difburfe- 
menrs,  that  fhall  be  made  for  the  common  defence  of 
the  general  weal,  and  that  fliall  be  ordered  by  the  Af- 
fembly  of  the  United  States,  fhall  be  paid  out  of  the 
funds  of  a  common  treafury. 

That  common  treafury  fliali  be  formed  by  the  con- 
tributions of  each  of  the  aforefaid  ftates,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  every  age,  fex, 
or  quality,  except  the  Indians,  exempt  from  taxes  in 
each  ftate ;  and  in  order  to  fix  the  quota  of  the  con- 
tribution, every  three  years  the  inhabitants  fhall  be 
numbered,  in  which  enumeration  the  number  of 
white  people  fhall  be  diftinguifiied,  and  that  enume- 
ration fliall  be  fent  to  the  AflTembly  of  the  United 
States. 

The  taxes  appropriated  to  pay  this  quota  fhall  be 
laid  and  levied  in  the  extent  of  each  ftate  by  the  au- 
thority and  orders  of  its  legiflative  body,  within  the 
time  fixed  by  the  Aflembly  of  the  United  States. 

X. 

Each  of  the  faid  ftates  fhall  fubmit  to  the  decifions 
of  the  AfTembly  of  the  United  States,  in  all  matters 
or  queftions  referred  to  that  Aflembly  by  the  prefent 
a6t  of  confederation. 

XI. 

No  ftate  fliall  engage  in  war  without  the  confent  of 
the  United  States  aflembled  in  Congrefs,  except  in 
cafe  of  an  aftual  invafion  of  fomc  enemy,  or  from  a  cer- 
tain 
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tain  knowledge  of  a  refolution  taken  by  fome  Indian 
nation  to  attack  them,  and  in  that  cafe  only,  in  which 
the  danger  is  too  urgent  to  allow  thenn  tirne  to  gon- 
fult  the  other  Itates. 

No  particular  ftate  fhall  give  any  commifllon  to 
vefTels,  or  other  Ihips  of  war,  nor  any  letters  of 
marque  or  reprifals;  till  after  a  declaration  of  war  made 
by  the  Aflembly  of  the  United  States ;  and  evep  in 
that  cafe  they  fhall  be  granted  only  againft  the  king- 
dom of  the  power,  or  againft  the  fubjeds  of  the  king- 
dom or  of  the  power  againft  which  war  fhall  have 
been  fo  declared;  and  fliall  conform,  refpefting  thofe 
objefbs,  to  the  regulations  made  by  the  Aflembly  of 
the  United  States. 

XII 

In  order  to  watch  over  the  general  iaterefts  of  the 
United  States,  and  dired  the  general  affairs,  there 
fhall  be  nominated  every  year  according  to  the  form 
fettled  by  the  legiflative  body  of  each  ftate,  a  cer- 
tain number  of  delegates,  who  fliall  fit  at  Philadel- 
phia until  the  General  Aflembly  of  the  United  States 
fhall  have  ordered  otherwife;  aud  the  firft  Monday 
in  November  of  each  year,  ftiall  be  the  ^ra  fixed  for 
their  meeting. 

Each  of  the  above-mentioned  ftates  fhall  preferve 
the  right  and  power  to  recall,  at  any  time  whatever 
of  the  year,  their  delegates  or  any  one  of  them,  and 
to  fend  others  in  the  room  of  them  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  yeari  and  each  of  the  faid  States  fhall 
maintain  their  delegates  during  the  time  of  the  Ge- 
neral Aflembly,  and  alfo  during  the  time  they  fhall 
be  members  of  the  Council  of  State,  of  which  men- 
tion fliall  be  made  hereafter. 

XIII. 
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XIII. 

Each  State  lliall  have  a  vote  for  the  dccifion  of 
queflions  in  the  general  Afiernbly. 

XIV. 

The  General  Afiembly  of  the  United  States,  fhall 
alone  and  cxclufively  have  the  right  and  power  to  de- 
cide of  peace  and  war,  except  in  the  cafe  mentioned 
in  Article  XI. — to  eftablifh  rules  forjudging  in  all  ca- 
fes the  legitimacy  of  the  prizes  taken  by  fea  or  land, 
and  to  determine  the  manner  in  which  the  prizes  ta- 
ken by  the  land  or  fea  forces,^  in  the  fervice  of  the 

United  States,   fhall  be  divided  or  employed; -to 

grant  letters  of  Marque  or  reprifal  in  time  of  peace; 
to  appoint  tribunals  to  take  cognizance  of  pira- 
cies, and  all  other  capital  crimes  committed  on  the 
high  feas ; to  eftablifh  tribunals  to  receive  ap- 
peals, and  judge  finally  in  all   cafes  of  prizes  ; to 

fend  and  receive   ambafladors; to  negociate  and 

conclude  treaties  or  alliances; to  decide  all  dif- 
ferences acftually  fubfifting,  and  that  may  arife  here- 
after between  two  and  feveral  of  the  ,  aforementioned 
States  about  limits,  jurifdiftion,  or    any  other   caufe 

whatfoever  ; to  coin  money,  and  fix  its  value  and 

Ilandard; — to  fix  the  weights  and  meafures  through- 
out the  whole    extent  of  the  United  States; to 

regulate  commerce;  and  treat  of  all  affairs  with  the 
Indians  whe  are  not  members  of  any  of  the  States  ; — 
to  eftablifh  and  regulate  the  pofts  from  one  State  to 
another,  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  United  States  ;-^ 
to  give  commifTions  to  the  other  officers  of  the  faid 
troops,  who  fhall  have  been  appointed  by  virtue  of 
Article  VIII. to  appoint  all  the  ofScers  of  ma- 
rine in  the  fervice  of  tlie  United  States  ; to  frame 

all    the    ordinances    neceflary    for   the   governm.ent 

and 
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and  diicipline  of  the  faid  land  and  fea  forces  j  and  to 
dire6t  their  operations. 

The  General  AlTembly  of  the  United  States  Ihall 
be  authorized  to  appoint  a  Council  of  State,  and  fuch 
committees  and  civil  officers  as  they  fliall  judge  necef- 
fary  for  guiding  and  difpatching  the  general  affairs 
under  their  authority,  whilfl  they  remain  fitting,  and 
after  their  feparation,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Council  of  State.  They  fhall  chufe  for  prefident  one 
of  their  members,  and  for  fecretary  the  perfon  whom 
they  (hall  judge  fit  for  that  place  j  and  they  may  ad- 
journ at  what  time  of  the  year,  and  to  what  place 
in  the  United  States  they  fhall  think  proper. — They 
fhall  have  the  right  and  power  to  determine  and 
fix  the  fums  necefTary  to  be  raifed  ; — to  borrow  mo- 
ney, and  creat  bills  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States; 
to  build  and  fit  out  fleets  j — to  determine  the  number 
of  troops  to  be  raifed  or  kept  in  pay  ; — and  to  re- 
quire of  each  of  the  aforefaid  States  to  compofe  the 
army,   a   contingent   proportion    to    the  number   of 

its  white  inhabitants. Thefe  requifitions  of  the 

General  AfTembly  fhall  be  binding,  and  in  confequence 
the  legiflative  body  of  each  flate  fhall  nominate  the 
particular  officers,  levy  the  men,  arm  and  equip  them 
properly,  and  thefe  officers  and  foldiers,  thus  armed 
and  equipped,  fhall  proceed  to  the  place,  and  within 
the  time  affixed  by  the  General  AlTembly. 

But  if  the  General  AfTembly,  from  fome  particular 
circum.fliances,  fliould  think  proper  to  exempt  one  or 
feveral  of  the  States  from  raifing  troops,  or  to  de- 
mand of  them  lefs  than  their  contingent,  and  ffiould 
on  the  contraryjudge  it  convenient  that  one  or  feve- 
ral others  fhould  raife  more  then  their  contingent  j 
the  number  extraordinary  demanded  ihall    be  raifed, 

provided;^ 
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provided  with  officers,  armed  and  equipped  in  tlie  fame 
manner  as  the  contingent,  unlefs  the  legiOative  body 
of  that,  or  of  thofe  of  the  fiatcs  to  whoiii  the  requifi- 
tion  ihall  have  been  made,  fnould  deem  it  dangerous 
for  themfelves  to  be  drained  of  that  number  extraor- 
dinary, and  in  that  cafe  they  fhdM  fiirniili  no  more 
than  what  they  think  compatible  with  their  fafety,  and 
the  officers  and  foldiers  fo  equipped  fhali  go  to  the 
place,  within  the  time  hxed  upon  by  the  General 
Afiembly. 

The  General ^-Sembly  fliall  never  engage  in  any 
v/ar,  nor  grant  letters  of  marque  or  reprifal  in  time  of 
peace,  nor  contract  any  treaties  of  alliance  or  other 
conventions,  except  to  make  peace j  nor  coin  money 
or  regulate  its  value,  nor  determine  or  fix  the  fums 
neceffaiy  to  be  raifed,  or  of  the  difb-urfements  neceffary 
to  be  made  for  the  defence  or  advantage  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  or  of  fome  of  them,  nor  create  bills,  nor  bor- 
row money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  nor 
difpofe  of  any  fums  of  money,  nor  refolve  on  the 
numberof  fhips  of  war  to  be  built  or  purchafed,  or 
on  the  number  of  troops  to  be  raifed  for  land  or  fea 
fervice,  nor  appoint  a  commander  in  chief  of  the  land 
and  fea  forces,  but  by  the  united  confent  of  nine  of  the 
ftates  :  and  no  queftion  on  any  point  whatfoever,  ex- 
cept for  adjourning  from  one  day  to  another,  fnall  be 
decided,  but  by  a  majority  of  the  United  States. 

No  delegates  fnall  be  chofen  for  more  than  three 
years  out  of  fix. 

No  perfjn  invefted  with  any  employment  whatever 
in  the  extent  of  the  United  States,  and  receiving,  by 
virtue  of  that  employment,  either  by  himfelf  or 
through  the  hands  of  any  other  for  him,  any  falaries, 
wages  or  emolument^,  vv-hatevcr.  (hall  be  chofen  a 
delegate,  T  The 
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The  General  Aircmbly  fhall  publifh  every  month  a 
purnal  of  their  feffions,  except  what  fhall  relate  to 
treaties,  alliances,  or  military  operations  when  it 
iliail  appear  to  them  that  thefe  matters  ought  to  be 
kept  fecret.  The  opinions^r^  and  con  of  the  dele- 
gates of  each  ftate,  lliall  be  entered  in  the  journals  as 
often  as  any  of  the  delegates  fhall  require  it;  and  there 
fhall  be  .delivered  to  the  delegates  of  each  ftate,  on 
their  demand,  or  even  of  any  one  of  the  delegates  of 
each  ftate,  on  his  demand,  or  even  to  any  one  of 
the  delegates  of  each  flare,  at  his  particular  rcquifi- 
tion,  a  copy  of  the  journal,  except  of  the  parts  above- 
mentioned,  to  be  carried  to  the  legiflative  body  of  his 
refpedive  ftate. 

XV. 
The  council  of  State  Ihali  be  compofed  of  one  de- 
legate of  each  of  the  flates,  nominated  annually  by 
the  other  delegates  of  his  refpeftive  ftate,  and  the 
cafe  where  thefe  electors  might  not  be  able  to  agree, 
that  delegates  fhall  be  nominated  by  the  General  Af- 
fembly. 

The  council  of  State  fhall  b^  authorized  to  re- 
ceive and  open  all  the  letters  addrefted  to  the  United 
States,  and  anfwer  them;  but  fhall  not    contract   any 

engagement  binding  to  the   United  States. They 

fhall  correfpond  with  the  legiflative  bodies  of  each 
ftate,  and  with  all  perfons  employed  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  United  States,  or  of  fome  of  the  particular 

legiflative  bodies. They  ftiall   addrefs   themfelves 

to  thefe  legiflative  bodies,  or  to  the  officers  to  whom 
each  ftate  fhall  have  entrufted  the  executive  power, 
for  aid  and  afllftance  of  every  kind,  as  occafion  fhall 
require. They  fliall  give  inftrudlions  to  the  gene- 
rals, and  direct  the  military  operations  by  land   or  by 

lea; 
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fea;  but  without  making  any  alterations  in  tiie  ob- 
je6ts  or  expeditions  deternnined  by  the  General  Af- 
fembly,  unleis  a  change  of  circumiiances  intervening, 
and  coming  to  their  knowledge  fmce  the  breaking  up 
of  the  Afiembly,  fhouid  render  a  change  of  meaiures 
indifpenfibly  neceilary.  They  fhall  be  careful  of  the 
defence  and  prefervation  of  the  fortreiTes  or  fortified 

pods. They  fhall  procure  information  of  the  firua- 

tion  and  defigns  of  the  enemy. They  fhall  put  in 

execution  the  meafures  and  plans  that  fliall  have  been 
relblved  by  the  General  Affembly,  by  virtue  of  the 
powers  with  which  they   are  invefted  by   the  prefent 

confederation. They  fliall  draw  upon  the  treafures 

for  the  fums,  the  deftination  of  which  fliall  have  been 
fettled  by  the  General  AlTembly,  and  for  the  payment 
of  the  contra<5ts  which  they  may  have  made  bv  virtue 

of  the  powers  that  are  .granted  to  them, They 

fhall  infpe6t  and  reprove,  they  fhall  even  fufpend  all 
ofHcers,  civil  or  military,  ading  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States. — In  the  cafe  of  death  or  fufpen- 
fion  of  any  officer,  whofc  nomination  belongs  to  the 
(jeneral  Afiembly,  they  may  replace  him  by  what  per- 

fon  they  think  proper,  until  the  next  AfTembl'y. 

They  may  publifli  or  difperfe  authentic  accounts  of 
the  military  operations. — They  may  convene  the  Ge- 
neral AfTembly  for  a  nearer  term  than  that  to  which 
they  had  adjourned  W'hen  they  feparated,  if  any  im- 
portant and  unexpected  event  fliould  require  it  for  the 
welfare  or  benefit  of  the  United  States,  or  Ibme  of 

them. They  fliall  prepare  the  matters  that  are 

to  be  fubmitted  to  the  infpeftion  of  the  General  Af- 
fembly,  and  lay  before  them  at  the  next  fitting  all  the 
letters  or  advices  by  them  received,  and  fhall  render 
an  exaft  account  of  all  that  they  have  done  in   the 

T  '2  interior 
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inrrrim. They  fhall  take  for  their  fecrctary  a  per- 

fon  lit  for  that  employment,  who,  betore  he  enters  on 
his  funftion,  fliall  take  an  oath  of  fecrecy  and  fidelity. 
The  pieience  of  feven  members  of  the  Council  will 

empower  them  to   aft. In   cafe   of   the  death  of 

one  of  their  mem.bers,  the  Council  Ihall  give  notice  of 
it  to  the  colleagues  of  the  dccealed,  that  they  may 
chufe  one  of  themfelves  to  re-place  him  in  the  Coun- 
cil until  the  holding  of  the  next  general  m.eetingj — 
and  in  cafe  there  fliould  be  but  one  of  his  colleagues 
living,  the  fame  notice  fliall  be  given  to  him.  that  he 
may  come  and  take  his  feat  until  the  next  licting. 

XVI. 

In  cafe  that  Canada  fhould  be  willing  to  accede  to 
the  prefent  confederation,  and  come  into  all  the  mica- 
fures  of  the  United  States,  it  ihall  be  admitted  into 
the  union,  and  participate  in  all  its  benefits.  But  no 
other  colony  fhall  be  admitted  without  the  confent  of 
nineof  the  ftates. 

The  above  articles  fhall  be  propofed  to  the  legifla- 
tive  bodies  of  all  the  United  States,  to  be  examined 
by  them  ;  and  if  they  approve  of  them,  they  are  defi- 
red  to  authorize  their  delegates  to  ratify  them  in  the 
General  AfTembly  ;  after  which  all  the  articles  which 
confticute  the  prefent  confederation,  fhall  be  inviola- 
bly obferved  by  all  and  every  of  the  United  States^ 
and  the  union  Inall  be  eftablifhed  for  ever. 

There  fhall  not  be  made  hereafter  any  alteration  in 
thefe  articles,  nor  in  any  of  them,  unlefs  that  the  al- 
teration be  previoudy  deteniiined  in  the  General  Af- 
icmbly,  and  confirmed  afterwards  by  the  legillative 
bodies  of  each  of  the  United  States. 

Refolved 
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Refoived  and  figned  at  Philadelphia^   in  Congrefs, 
the  4th  of  Oclober,   1776. 


THIS  fubject  was  largely  debated  at  home  by  wri- 
ters of  different  charafters  and  capacities. The 

crimes  of  the  colonifts  were  painted  in  the  Itrono-eft 
colours  by  feveral  CQiirt  writers.  I'heir  perjui-y  in 
bre.dcing  their  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King,  their 
ingratitude  to  their  mother  country,  v/hich  had  nou- 
riilied  and  brought  them  up  like  children,  were  lironp-- 
\y  reprefented  and  infifled  upon.  The  right  of  Bri- 
tain to  tax  them  in  all  cafes  whatfoever  was  fee  forth 
in  the  frrongeft  light  that  the  authors  were  able  to  re- 
prefent  it  j  and  diftinftions  were  devifed  to  Hiew  that 
all  colonius  when  they  leave  a  country  mud  be  ruled 
by  laws  in  many  cafes  different  from  thofe  in  the  mo- 
ther country.  The  lawyers  found  that  the  colonifts 
poiTefs  no  freeholds  in  the  fame  manner  that  the  par 
rent  (late  pofiefs  them,  and  upon  this  principle  con- 
cluded, that  as  the  colonifcs  were  not  freeholders, 
they  had  no  claim  of  a  reprcfentation  more  than  thofe 
in  Britain  who  have  not  freehold  eftates. 

The  friends  of  the  colonitls  confidered  this  kind  of 
reafoning,  as  unjuft,  abfurd,  and  inconclufive.  Tliey 
infilled  that  the  lirll  colonifts  carried  all  the  rights  of 
Engliflimen  along  with  them,  and  were  as  much  Enp-- 
lifnmien  in  New  England  as  in  Old  England.  That 
they  were  not  banillied  for  any  crimes  they  had  com- 
mitted in  their  own  country,  nor  had  they  trajifgi-effed 
any  laws  which  they  were  bound  to  obey  ;  that  they 
had  purchafed  lands  of  the  original  pro^etors,  and 
had  received  a  charter  of  proredion  from  the  mo- 
ther 
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ther  country  at  the  expence  o{  their  trade  and  com- 
merce  -,  and  that  their  obedience  to  government,  and 
prote6lion  from  it  were  reciprocal.  It  was  added, 
that  no  people  are  obliged  to  obey  an  authority  which 
refufes  to  afford  them  protedlion  when  it  is  in  its 
power  to  do  it,  but  much  lefs  when  it  is  exercifed  to 
deprive  them  of  their  liberty,  and  tends  tq  enflave 
them.  That  there  could  be  no  arbitrary  power  law- 
ful where  the  rulers  are  not  abiolutcly  perfe6l  j  be- 
caule  the  paffions  and  appetites  of  men  in  the  poffef- 
fion  of  power  will  always  be  ready  to  make  them  a- 
bufe  it.  That  an  abfolute  and  uncontroulable  power 
of  the  parliament  over  America  could  never  be  found- 
ed in  right  or  found  policy,  till  once  all  the  members 
of  both  houfes  were  endowed  with  as  much  wifdom, 
prudence,  and  reftitude,  as  would  infallibly  direct 
them  to  command  what  was  mod  conducible  to  the 
good  of  the  whole  upon  plain  and  felf-evident  principles, 
And  fuppofe  they  were  pofTefTed  of  thefe  qualifica- 
tions, they  ftill  could  have  no  authority  over  perfons 
equally  free  and  wife,  &withouttheir  own  confenL  freely 
given.  The  reafoners  on  this  fide  of  the  queltion 
confidered  the  metaphyseal  quirks  of  court  cafuiftsand 
lawyers,  as  mean  feltifii  fubterfuges,  calculated  to 
throw  miftupon  reafon  and  common  fenfe,  and  in  all 
their  arguments  confined  themfelves  to  thofe  topics 
which  were  intelligible  to  the  meaneft  capacities. 

The  principal  obje61s  of  the  war  this  campaign 
were  the  relief  of  Quebec,  the  recovery  of  Ca- 
nada, an. attack  upon  the  fouthern  colonies,  and  the 
reduction  of  New  York.  Some  of  the  execution  of 
the  firft  parts  of  this  plan  has  been  fliewn  already,  and 
the  fuccefs  which  attended  them  fully  fet  forth.  Great 
hopes  were  founded  upon  this  laft  part  of  the  fcheme. 

The 
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The  greateft  part  of  the  province  of  New  York  is  en- 
clofed  in  illands,  which  being    long  and  narrow  were 
cxpofed  on'all  fides  to  the   hoftilicies  of  our  fleets,  and 
to  the  defcent  of  our  troops,  with  every  advantage   in 
their  favour,  whilft  they  continue  in  a  (late  of  enmity. 
When  reduced,   the    protection   of  the   Ihips  of  war 
would  be  as  effeftual    in    their    prefervation    as   their 
hoftility  had  been  in  this  reduction.     The  central  fitu- 
ation  of  this  province  afforded  great  advantages.  The 
war  would  be  carried  on  with  equal  facility,  either  in 
Connefticut  and  the  continent   of  New  York  on   the 
eaftern    fide,  or  in   New  Jerfey  and  from    thence   to 
Pennlylvania  on  the  wellern  ;  or  it   might  have    been 
transferred  to  and  from  either  place    at  pleafure.     So 
that  this  fituation  enabled   the  Britifli  commander   to 
prefcribethe  fcene  ofaftion,  and  to  quit  it    when    he 
had  a  mind,  while  if  the   army  was  withdrawn  from 
the  field,  he  might  by  means  of  the   Great  North  Ri- 
ver, and  tiie  different  channels  between  the  illands  and 
the  main  land,  with  his  fhips  and  detachments  harrafs 
and  ruin  the  adjacent  countries  i  at  the  fame  time  that 
tiie  provincials,  however  powerful,  could  make  no  ac- 
tempt  upon  tlie  iflands  that  would  not  be   attended 
with  the  greateit  difadvanrages,  and  liable  to  the  moi^ 
eminent  da^iger.     Another  great  objecft  in  view  from 
this  fituation,  was    that  provided  General    Carleton 
could  join  General  Howe  by  the  North  or    Hudfon's 
River,  they  would  then  cut  off  all  communication  be- 
tween the  northern  and  fouthern  colonies.     To  crown 
thefe  advantages,   Long  Ifland  which  was  confidered 
as  a  itore-houfe  for  both  the  fleet   and   army,   was   to 
be  held  for  the  fupply  of  all  neceffaries;   and    it    was 
fuppofed  the   inhabitants    were  well-affecfled   to   the 
caufe  of  government.     Some  part  of  the  plan  of  oper- 
ation 
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ationv/as  not  fo  very  difficult,  but  experience  proved 
that  the  whole  fcheme  v/as  bv  no  means  pradlicable. 

The  management  of  this  iafh  part  of  the  plan  was 
committed  to  Lord  Vifcount  Howe  and  his  brother 
Sir  Vv'illiam  Howe,  two  officers  of  good  charafters 
and  known  abilities,  in  v/hom  the  nation  Dut  much 
confidence,  and  the  government  feem.ed  alfo  to  truft. 
A  powerful  army  was  appointed  for  this,  befides 
the  Britilli  forces  of  about  icoo  Waldeckers  and 
Heffians.  The  whole  force,  provided  ail  the  parts 
had  been  united  at  firfv,  was  fuppofed  to  have  amount- 
ed to  35,000  men.  Perhaps  this  might  be  only  the 
calculation  which  was  made  upon  paper,  that  gene- 
rally exceeds  the  true  complement  by  a  confiderable 
degree.  It  is  not  likely  that  ever  fuch  a  number  at 
one  time  could  be  brought  to  aftion  in  any  place. — 
It  was,  however,  a  formidable  armament,  and  a  larger 
army  than  ever  had  been  fent  by  any  European  pow- 
er to  the  continent  of  America.  With  an  army  infe- 
rior in  number  to  this,  Alexander  the  Great  made  him- 
felf  mader  of  the  whole  Periian  empire.  The  troops 
were  fuppofed  to  be  the  bell  in  the  world,  and  under 
the  com.mand  of  as  good  officers  as  were  in  all  Eu- 
rope. Tiiey  were  vv'ell  provided  with  all  forts  of  pro- 
vifions,  warlike  ftores,  and  ammunition,  and  befidcs 
fupported  by  a  numerous  ficet,  well  appointed,  and 
commanded  by  the  beft  officers.  The  General  and 
Admiral,  befides  their  military  pov/cr,  were  invefted 
with  authority  as  comimiffioners  by  act  of  parliament, 
for  refLoring  peace  to  the  colonies,  and  for  granting 
pardon  to  fuch  as  fliould  defcrve  mercy.  It  may  be 
obferved  here  that  the  ideas  of  mercy  fuppofed  in  po- 
litical Rates  feldom  anfwers  the  end  propofed  by  the 
oIFciing  of  it,  and  this  appeared  evidently  in  the  me- 
thod 
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Lord  Ho'v^tl- 
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thod  now  propofed  of  offering  mercy  to  the  colonics. 
It  was  mercy  which  was  to  be  nierited  by  aflions,  to  be 
performed  contrary  to  realbnabie  conviclion  of  error, 
and  was  no  way  calculated  to  gain  their  affedions  or 
reach  their  hearts.  Mercy  never  iuppofes  merit,  but  al- 
ways implies  forgivenefs  freely  and  graciouHy  beflow- 
ed,  from  afenfe  of  which,  all  rebellious  principles  and 
errors  of  mind  are  overcome,  and  thofe  that  are  for- 
given, obey  and  return  to  their  duty,  m.erely  out  ot 
love.  Had  Lord  and  General  Howe's  mercy  pro- 
ceeded upon  this  principle,  the  American  war  had 
been  ended  long  ago,  and  Great  Britain  would  not 
have  fmarted  under  the  rod  of  a  civil  war,  nor  groan- 
ed under  fuch  a  load  of  taxes  and  national  debt  as  fhe 
docs  at  prefcnt. 

The  fituation  of  the  army  at  Halifax,  was  far  from 
being  eligible;  the  country  was  barren,  and  not  ca- 
pable of  affording  a  fufficient  quantity  of  provifions, 
nor  was  the  place  even  fit  to  afford  fufficient  quar- 
ters for  the  private  men  who  were  obliged  to  conti- 
nue aboard  the  fhips  during  the  whole  time  they  ftayed. 
there. 

While  the  o-eneral  waited  at  Halifax  for  reinforce- 
ments  from  Britain,  he  grew  impatient,  being  preffed 
by  the  want  of  provifions,  and  other  difadvantages. — 
He  at  lad,  without  waiting  for  his  brother  Lord  Howe, 
departed  from  Halifax  with  Admiral  Shuldham, 
about  the  loth  of  June,  and  arrived  at  Sandy-Hook 
about  the  end  of  the  month.  Sandy- Hook  is  a 
point  of  land  that  lies  at  the  entrance  into  that  con- 
fluence of  founds,  roads,  creeks,  and  bays,  which  are 
formed  by  New-York,  Staten,  and  Long  IQands,  the 
continent  on  either  fide,  with  the  North  and  Rariton 
Rivers.  On  their  paffage  they  were  joined  by  fix 
Vol.  IL  U  tranfports 
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tranfports  wltli  Highland  troops  on  boardj  who  had 
been  feparated  from  Icveral  of  their  companions  in 
their  voyage.  Thefe  that  were  miffing,  with  about 
450  foldiers,  and  feveral  officers,  were  taken  by  the 
American  cruizers,  and  carried  into  Bofton.  Gene- 
ral Howe  found  the  place  of  accefs  to  New-York 
Ifland  ftrongly  fortified,  defended  by  a  numerous  ar- 
tillery; and  guarded  by  a  vaft  number  of  troops  little 
infegor  to  our  army.  This  made  the  general  alter 
his  refolution  of  making  a  defccnt  on  that  part.  Long 
liiand  on  account  of  its  extent,  did  not  admit  of  being 
fo  ftronp-ly  guarded; — it  was  however  in  a  tolerable 
ftate  of  defence,  and  had  confiderable  encampments 
on  the  end  of  the  ifland  next  to  Nev/-York,  and  feve- 
ral works  thrown  up  on  the  mod  acceffible  parts  of  the 
coaft,  as  well  as  at  the  ftrongeft  internal  paffi^s.  Staten 
Ifland  being  of  lefs  confequence,  was  neglefted,  and 
not  fo  much  attended  to.  This  was  certainly  a  great 
neglecl  in  the  provincials,  who  ought  undoubtedly  to 
have  f^uarded  againft  allpoffible  attempts  of  their  ene- 
mies, and  from  what  they  had  experienced  in  the  de- 
fence of  Sullivan  Illand,  ought  to  have  remembered 
that  a  good  refiftance  at  firft  would  have  been  ready 
to  have  damped  the  courage  of  the  invaders,  and  have 
made  them  more  timorous  in  their  future  attacks. 

On  the  third  of  July,  the  general  landed  on  the 
ifland  without  oppofition,  to  the  great  joy  of  many  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  being  on  the  fide  of  government, 
had  fufi-ered  greatly  for  their  loyalty.  The  troops 
were  cantoned  in  the  villages  where  they  received 
plenty  ofprovifions  which  they  now  much  wanted, 
and  regaled  tliemfelves  with  the  fruits  of  the  ifland, 
and  refreflied  their  fpirits.  General  Howe  was 
■  here  met  by  governor   Try  on,   with   feveral    others, 

well- 
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well-affecfted  to  government  who  had  taken  refu2;eoa 
board  a  fhip  at  Sandy  Hook.  Thefe  gave  Khvl  an  ac- 
count of  the  ftrength  of  the  provincials.  He  v;aG  ai- 
fo  joined  by  about  fixty  gentlemen  from  New-Jerfey, 
who  came  to  take  up  arms  in  the  royal  caufe,  and 
about  200  militia  of  the  ifland,  which  were  embodied 
for  the  fame  piirpofe.  This  afforded  a  flattering  prof- 
pe61:  to  the  general^  that  when  the  army  was  landed 
and  collecfled  in  force  to  fupport  the  ioyalills,  fuch 
numbers  would  join  it,  as  would  contribute  much  to 
bring  the  war  to  a  fpeedy  conclufton. 

This  was  an  idea  that  mifled  both  the  government 
at  home,  and  the  officers  abroad,  and  rLMned  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  greateft  part  of  their  nleafures :  they  judg- 
ed of  the  body  of  the  colonills  from  a  few  lamples 
which  they  had  of  creatures  that  were  under  the  in- 
fluence of  crown  officers^  and  faifely  concluded  that 
all  the  provinces  would  be  of  the  fame  temper  as  foon 
as  they  had  an  opportunity  to  difcover  their  loyalty, 
but  experience  convinced  them  that  they  were  mifta- 
ken,  though  they  continued  to  boail  of  the  number  ot 
their  friends,  and  of  the  multitudeof  loyal  colonifts  that 
flocked  to  the  royal  flandard. 

Lord  Howe  arrived  at  Halifax  about  a  fortnight  af- 
ter the  general's  departure,  from  whence  he  proceed- 
ed to  Staten  Ifland,  v.'here  he  arrived  about  the  mid- 
dle of  July.  His  tirfl:  act  was  to  fend  a  flag  afhore, 
with  a  circular  letter  to  the  feveral  late  governorr,  of 
the  colonies,  acquainting  them  with  his  power,  civil 
and  military,  and  defired  that  they  would  publilh,  as 
generally  as  poffible,  for  the  information  of  the  peo- 
ple, a  declaration  which  accompanied  the  letter.  In 
this  declaration  he  informed  the  public  of  the  povve'S 
with  whicli  he  and  his  brother  were  invefted,  by  virtue 

U  2      '  ■         of 
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of  an  aft  of  parliament  to  grant  general  and  particular 
pardons  to  all  thofe,  who  in  the  midft  of  the  tunnult 
and  diforder  of  the  times,  might  have  deviated  from 
their  juft  allegiance,  and  v/ho  were  willing,  by  4 
fpeedy  return  to  their  duty,  to  reap  the  benefits  of  the 
royal  favour,  and  of  declaring  any  province,  county, 
town,  port,  diftridt,  orplace,  to  be  at  the  peace  of  his 
majeftyj  in  v/hich  the  penal  provifions  of  that  law 
would  ceafe  in  their  favour.  It  alfo  promifed  that  a 
due  confideration  fliould  be  had  to  the  fervices  of  all 
perfons  who  contributed  to  refloring  the  public  tran- 
quility. 

,  Thefe  papers  were  immediately  forwarded  by  Ge-* 
neral  Wafliington  to  the  congrefs,  and  as  fpeedily  pub- 
jiflied  by  them  in  all  the  nev/s -papers,  with  a  preface 
and  comment  in  form  of  a  refolution,  fetting  forth 
their  opinion  of  the  nature  and  tendency  of  that  de- 
claration. They  faid  that  they  had  publifl:ied  it,  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  might  be  infornied  of 
what  nature  are  the  commiflioners,  and  what  the  terms 
with  the  expeftation  of  which  the  Court  of  Britain 
had  endeavoured  to  amufe  and  difarm  them  -,  and  that 
the  few  v/ho  ftill  remained  fufpended  by  a  hope  found- 
ed either  in  the  juftice  or  moderation  of  that  court, 
might  nov/  at  length  be  convinced,  that  the  valour 
alone  of  their  country  is  fufFicient  to  fave  their  liber- 
ties. The  comment,  added  to  the  declaration,  took 
av/ay  all  the  influence  and  force  that  was  in  it,  to  pro- 
duce the  effed  that  was  intended  by  it.  It  anfwered 
none  of  thefe  purpofes  which  the  government  and  the 
Adm.iral  had  in  view.  The  Americans  turned  it  into 
ridicule,  and  branded  it  with  the  epithets  of  infidious 
^lid  foollih.  At  this  time  feveral  flags  were'fent  onfhorq 
by  Lord  Howe,  accompanied  with  letters  to  George 
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Walhington,  Efq^   which   that  officer  refufcd   to  re- 
ceive, as  not  being  addreired  with  the  title,  and  in  the 
form  due  to  the  rank  which  he  held  under  the  United 
States.     The  Congrefs  highly  applauded  the  dignity 
of  this  conduft   in  a  public  refokition  palled  for  the 
purpofe,   by  which  they  direfted,   that   for   the  future 
cone  of  their  commanders  fliould  receive  any  letter  or 
nieflage  from  the  enemy,   but  fuch  as  fhould  be  di- 
reeled  to  them   in  the   charaders  which  they  refpec- 
tively  fuftained.       At  length  Adjutant  General  Pater- 
fon  was  fent  to  New- York  by  General  Howe,  with  a 
letter  to  George  JVaJJoington,  Efq\  Src.  &c.     Wafhing- 
ton  received  him  with  great  polirenefs,  and  the  ufual 
ceremony  of  blindfolding  him  in  pafling  through  the 
fortifications  was  difpenfed  with  in  his  favour.    Pater- 
fon  regretted,  in  the  name  of  his  principal,  the  diffi- 
culties which  had  arifen  with  refpecft  to  addreffinf>-  the 
letters,  declared  their  high  efreem  for  his  perfon  and 
charafter,  and   that  they  did   not  mean  to  deroo-ate 
from  the  refpect  due  to  his  rank  i  and  it  v/as  hoped 
the  et  ceteras  implied  every  thing,  and  would  remove 
the  impediments  of  their  correfpondence.     The  ge- 
neral replied,   that  a  letter   directed  to   any  one  in  a 
public  character  lliould  have  fome  dcfcription  or  in- 
dication of  it,  otherwife  it  v/ould  appear  a  mere  pri- 
vate letter  ;  that  it  was  true  the  et  ceteras  implied  eve- 
ry thing,  but  they  alfo   implied  any  thing;   and  that 
he  iliould  abiblutely  decline  any  letter  that  was  dired- 
ed  to  him  as  a  private  perfon,  when  it  related  to  his 

public  flation. A  long  conference  enfued  on   the 

fubjetl  of  prifoners,  and  the  complaints  that  v>^ere 
made  on  both  fides,  particularly  by  the  congrefs,  re- 
lative to  the  treatment  they  received. — The  adjutant 
having  obferved,   that  the  commiffioners  v/ere  armed 

with 
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with  great  powers;  that  they  fhould  derive  the  great- 
eft  pi  eafu  re  from  effedting  an  accomodation;  and  that 
h*^,  himfelf  wiflied  to  have  that  vifit  confidered  as  mak- 
ing the  firft  advances  towards  that  derfiable  objed, — 
He  received  for  anfwer,  among  other  things,  that  by 
what  had  appeared,  their  powers  were  only  to  grant 
pardons;  that  thofe  who  had  committed  no  offiences, 
nor  done  any  fault,  wanted  no  pardon ;  and  that  they 
were  only  defending  what  they  deemed  their  indifpu- 
table  right.  Paterfon  was  received  by  Wafliington  in 
great  military  ftate,  and  the  iitmoft  politenefs  was  ob- 
served on  both  fides. 

It  was  about  this  time,  and  previous  to  the  arrival 
of  the  fleet  and  army  at  New- York,  that  plots  in  fa- 
vour of  the  royal  caufe  were  difcovered  in  New-York 
and  Albany,  which  occafioned  much  trouble.  Some 
few  were  executed,  great  numbers  were  confined,  and 
many  abandoned  their  houfes  through  the  influence 
of  their  fears.  Thefe  were  purfued  as  outlaws  and 
enemies  to  their  country.  Tlie  eftates  of  thefe  unfor- 
tunate people,  againft  whom  there  were  proofs,  were 
feized.  In  the  mean  time  fome  new  forms  of  crovern- 
ment  wereeftahliflied  in  all  thofe  colonies  which  judg- 
ed the  former  infufficient  from  their  ficuation,  and  the 
others  made  the  necefTary  alterations  to  adopt  old 
forms  to  their  new  fyftem.  The  declaration  of  inde- 
pendency v/as  alfo  publiflied  in  all  the  colonies,  and 
every  where  received  and  accompanied  with  the  great- 
efl:  teftimonies  ofjoy.  This  confidence  and  boldnefs 
in  the  midd:  of  fo  untried  and  danp-erous  a  ftruae-le, 
and  the  approach  of  fo  formidable  an  invafion,  made 
many  conclude  that  the  colonies  were  either  very  pre- 
fumptuous,  knew  of  fome  internal  llrength,  or  had  cer- 
tainty of  foreign  afllflancc.     This  might  have  been  a- 

1  arming 


A.  D.  1776.         THE    WAR     IN    AMERICA.         if9 

krming  to  Great  Britain,  had  not  her  governors  been 
infatuated  with  the  ideas  of  dominion   and   arbitrary 
power,  that  they  could  neither  perceive  what  was  for 
their  own  honour,  nor  the  intereft  of  their  fovereign. 
It  was  a  long  time  before  all  the  troops  deftined  for 
this  fervice  arrived;    the  firil  divifion  of  the  Heflians, 
with  a  number  of  Britifh  which  attended  them,  failed 
direftly  to  Halifax,  as  Lord  Howe  had  done,   being 
ftill  ignorant  of  the   general's    departure   from    that 
place.     By  this  means  the  month  of  Auguft  was  con- 
fiderably  advanced  before  they  arrived  at  New- York, 
and  it  was  of  courfe  longer  before  any  expedition  of 
importance   could    be  undertaken    by    the  commil- 
fioners.     They  were  joined  in  the  mean  time  by  Sir 
Peter  Parker  and  General  Clinton,  who  had  returned 
with  the  fqaudron  and  forces  from  South  Carolina,  as 
well  as  by  fome  regiments  from  Florida  and  the  Weft 
Indies.     When  all   the  forces,  except   the   Heffians, 
which  were  expec^led  were   arrived,  an   attempt  upon 
Long  lOand  was  refolved,  as  being  moft  prafticable, 
and  .therefore  better  fitted  for  the  firft  eflay  than  New 
York,  becaule  it  afforded  a  greater  fcope  for  difplay- 
ing   military    Ikill   and    experience  with   advantage; 
it  alfo  abounded  with  thofe  fupplies  which  fo  great  a 
body  of  men  as  were  now  aiTembled  by  fea  and  land, 
demanded.     Upon  the  22d  of  Auguft,  the  fleet  hav- 
ing taken  necefiary  meafures  for  covering  the  defcent, 
the  army  was  landed  without  oppofition  near  Utrecht 
and  Gravefend,  on  the  fouth  weft  end  of  the  ifland, 
and  not  far  from  the  Narrows,   where  it  approaches 
neareft  to  Staten  Ifland.     At  that  time  General  Put- 
nam was  encamped  with  a  ftrong  force  at  Brookland 
and  Brooklyn,  at  a  few  miles  diftance  on  the  North 
coaft",  where  liis  w^orks  covered  the  breadth  of  a  Imall 

peninfula. 
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peninfula,  having  the  Eafl  River,  which  feparated 
him  from  New- York  on  his  hh;  a  marfh  which  ex- 
tended to  Gowan's  Cave  on  his  right,  with  the 
Ba^v  ^nd  Governor's  Ifland  to  his  back.  The  armies 
were  feparated  by  a  range  of  hills  covered  with  wood, 
which  interfeft  the  country  from  ealt  to  weft,  and  are 
in  that  part  called  the  Heights  of  Guana.  The  di- 
re6l  road  to  the  enemy  lay  through  a  village  called 
Flat  Bufh,  where  the  hills  commenced,  and  near  which 
was  one  of  the  moft  important  paffes.  As  the  army 
advanced,  the  north  coaft  was  to  the  left,  the  fouth  to 
the  right,  and  Flat  Bufh  was  nearly  in  the  centre  be- 
tween both.  The  ifland,  in  that  part,  is  formed  nar- 
row by  Jamaica  Bay  in  the  right,  but  foon  turns 
wide.  General  Putnam  had  detached  a  good  part  of 
his  army  to  occupy  the  woody  hills,  and  pofTefs  the  paf- 
fes ;  and  provided  the  commanders  had  been  fkilful 
and  vigilant,  they  could  not  have  eafily  pafTed.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  it  was  not  the  plan  of  the  colo- 
nifts  to  attempt  any  defperate  experiment,  till  once 
they  had  exercifed  their  troops,  in  ikirmifhes,  and 
taught  them  the  pofTibility  of  conqueft  in  their  turn. 
They  knew  that  the  Britifh  troops  were  brave,  and 
longed  for  nothing  more  than  an  opportunity  to  fig- 
nalize  themfelves,  and  put  an  end  to  the  war  by  a 
bold  pulli. Their  intereft  and  fafety  both  de- 
pended much  upon  fpeedy  aClion.  The  colonifts 
were  as  yet  raw  troops,  and  wanted  experience  in 
war ;  a  fudden  attack,  and  fignal  overthrow,  would 
have  difpirited  them,  and  fruftrated  all  their  hopes  of 
defending  their  country,  and  gaining  their  liberty. — 
What  was   by  our  troops  called  cowardice,  was  in 

them   the  greateft  prudence,  and  crueft  wifdom. 

They  indullrioufly  avoided  coming  to  any  general  ac- 
tion. 
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tion,  becaufe  it  was  not  ytrt  their  intereft  to  do  it. — 
The  wearying  and  harrafiing  our  forces  anfwered  all 
thepurpofes  of  a  general  engagement,  without  (laugh- 
ter and  bloodflied  to  themfelves. 

Lord  Cornwaliis,  according  to  orders,  marched  on 
immediately  with  the  referve  to  Flat  Bufli,  where 
finding  the  provincials  in  pofTedion  of  the  paf*^,  he 
complied  with  his  orders  in  making  no  attempt  upon 
it.  When  the  v/hole  army  was  landed,  the  HelTians 
under  the  command  of  General  Heifter,  compofed 
the  centre  at  Flat  BuHi.  Major  General  Grant  com- 
manded the  left  wing  which  extended  to  the  coaft  j 
and  the  principal  army,  containing  the  greatefl:  part  of 
the  Britifh  forces,  under  the  command  of  General 
Clinton,  Earl  Peicy,  and  Lord  Cornwaliis,  turned 
fhort  to  the  right,  and  approached  to  the  oppofite 
coaft  at  Flat  Land.  Had  our  Generals  been  going  to 
attack  the  bravelt  troops  that  ever  ferved  in  Flanders 
or  Germany,  they  could  not  have  been  more  on  their 
guard  than  when  they  were  going  to  attack  men  they 
had  determined  to  be  cowards  and  poltroons. 

When  every  thing  v/as  prepared  for  forcing  the 
hills,  and  advancing  tov/ards  the  lines  of  the  provin- 
cials, General  Clinton  at  the  head  of  the  van  of  the 
army,  coniifting  of  the  light  infantry,  light  horfe,  and 
grenadiers  under  Lord  Cornwaliis,  with  the  fourteen 
field  pieces,  began  in  the  evening  of  the  26th,  as  foon 
as  it  v/as  dark,  to  march  from  Flat  Land,  and  having 
paflfed  through  the  part  of  the  country  called  the  New- 
Lots,  they  arrived  upon  the  road  that  croiTes  the  hills 
from  Bedford  to  Jamaica,  where  turning  to  the  left  to- 
wards the  former  of  thefe  places,  they  feized  a  con- 
fiderable  pafs,  which  the  Americans  had  through  fome 
VoL  IL  X  unaccountable 
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unaccountable  negleft  left  unguarded.  The  main 
body,  under  Lord  Percy,  with  ten  field  pieces,  fol- 
lowed at  a  moderate  diftance,  and  the  way  being  thus 
fuccefsfully  opened,  the  whole  army  palled  the  hills 
without  noife  or  impediment,  and  defcended  by  the 
town  of  Bedford  into  the  lower  country,  which  lay 
between  them  and  Putnam's  lines.  The  engagement 
was  begun  early  in  the  morning  by  the  Hedians,  at 
Flat  Bufh,  and  by  General  Grant  along  the  coaft, 
and  a  warm  cannonade,  with  a  fharp  fire  of  fmall  arms^ 
was  eagerly  fupported  on  both  fides  for  fome  hours. 
During  this  time  the  King's  troops  gained  no  advan- 
tage, but  were  upon  the  point  of  being  repulfed,  had 
not  the  fhips  in  the  mean  time  made  feveral  motions  to 
the  left,  and  attacked  a  battery  on  Red  Hook,  both 
to  diftraft  the  right  of  the  colonifts  who  were  enga- 
ged with  General  Grant,  and  to  call  off  their  attention 
totally  from  the  left  and  rear,  where  their  greatell 
danger  lay.  Thofe  who  were  engaged  with  the  Hef- 
fians  were  the  firft  who  perceived  the  march  of  the  Bri- 
tifii  army,  and  the  danger  they  themfelves  were  in  ; 
they  accordingly  retreated  in  large  bodies  and  in  good 
order,  with  their  artillery,  with  a  defign  to  recover 
their  camp.  They  were  however  attacked  furioufly 
by  the  King's  troops,  and  driven  back  into  the  woods, 
where  they  were  met  by  the  Hefllans,  and  alternately 
intercepted  and  chafed  by  the  dragoons  and  light  in- 
fantry. In  thefe  critical  and  defperate  circumilancesj 
fome  of  their  regiments,  though  overpowered  by  num- 
bers, forced  their  way  to  the  lines,  through  all  the 
difiiculties  and  dangers  that  oppofed  and  furrounded 
them.  Others,  not  lefs  brave,  periflied  in  the  at- 
tempt. Some  kept  the  woods  ai^l  efcaped,  while 
others,  lefs  fortunate^  were  loft  under  tjie  fame  protec- 
tion. 
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tion.  The  nature  of  the  country,  and  the  variety  of 
fituation,  occafioned  a  repetition  and  continuance  of 
fmall  engagements,  purfuits,  and  (laughter,  which 
lafted  for  many  hours. 

Had  the  fKill  and  attention  of  the  American  Gene- 
rals on  this  occafion  been  equal  to  the  bravery  of  their 
troops,  the  Britifh  Generals  v^ould  have  repented  their 
landing  upon  Long  Idand  j  but  Putnam  fuffered  him- 
felf  to  be  fo  effedually  entrapped,  that  the  bravery  of 
his  forces  were  rendered  ineffedlual  through  the  want 
of  capacity  in  their  commander.  The  right  wing  of 
the  provincials,  which  was  engaged  with  General 
Grant  on  the  coafi:,  were  fo  late  in  knowing  what  was 
carrying  on  in  other  parts,  that  they  were  intercepted 
in  their  retreat  by  fome  of  the  Britifh  troops,  who  in 
the  morning  had  not  only  turned  round  the  hill  upon 
their  left,  but  had  travericd  the  whole  extent  of  the 
country  in  their  rear.  Such  of  them  as  did  not  flee 
to  the  woods,  which  were  the  greateft  number,  were 
obliged  to  throw  themfelves  into  the  marili  at  Cow- 
an's Cave,  where  many  were  drowned,  and  others 
perifhed  in  the  mud.  A  confiderabie  number,  how- 
ever,  made  their  efcape  this  way  to  the  lines,  though 
they  were  much  thinned  by  the  fire  of  the  purfuers. 

The  lofs  of  the  Americans  on  this  occafion  was  ve- 
ry confiderabie,  but  no  fo  great  as  our  accounts  re- 
prefented  it ;  it  was  faid  that  thfy  lod  jjOoo  men,  in- 
cluding about  1000  prifoners.  Almoft  a  whole  regi- 
ment from  Maryland,  confiRing  altogether  of  youno; 
men  of  the  bell  families,  were  faid  to  have  been  totally 
cut  off,  but  it  was  found  afterwards  that  many  of 
thefe  had  efcaped  among  the  reft.  Tlieir  own  accounts 
do  not  acknowledge  any  fuch  numbers  (lain  as  our 
people  afRrmed  ;   tho'  it  was  confeffed  that  they  loft  a 
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number  of  their  beft  and  braved  troops.  But  what 
was  worft  on  their  fide,  this  defeat  dafhed  all  their 
hopes  of  fucccfs,  and  damped  their  fpirits.  New  fol- 
diers,  full  of  fpirits  and  pride  of  bodily  Itrcngth,  can 
fcarcely  conceive  any  advantage  over  them,  which  the 
old  can  derive  from  difcipline,  and  a  knowledge  of 
their  bufinefs.  And  if  they  are  commanded,  and  ikil- 
fully  led  to  aftion  in  this  temper,  fo  that  thpfe  who 
oppofe  them  are  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of 
turning  thefe  advantages  to  account,  they  v,?iU  do  won- 
derful execution  j  for  as  they  are  not  capable  of  per- 
feftly  underftanding  danger,  and  are  not  acquainted 
by  experience  of  the  pain  and  vexation  of  wounds, 
they  are  often  more  daring  and  adventurous  than  old 
foldiers.  But  when  they  find  courage  and  flrength 
totally  ufclcfs,  and  when  they  are  rnaking  the  greateft, 
and,  as  they  imagine,  the  mod  efFeftual  efforts,  and 
that  they  are  furrounded,  oyerpov/ered,  and  deftroy- 
ed,  by  means  that  they  cannot  underftand,  they  with- 
draw all  due  confidence  from  thofe  things  on  which 
they  had  before  placed  too  much,  and  afcribe  an  irre- 
fiflible  power  to  military  fl-cill  and  difcipline,  which 
they  do  not  really  poiTefs.  From  thefe  confiderations 
they  abandon  their  natural  flrength,  and  it  is  gene- 
rally a  long  time  before  they  dare  truft  their  new 
knowledge  and  fKill  fo  far  as  to  bring  it  cffeftually  tp 
a-clion. 

The  commanders  of  the  provincial  troops  commit- 
ted unpardonable  errors  on  this  occafion  ;  they  fcarce- 
ly difcovered  as  much  prudc^ice  and  difcernment  as 
|he  meaneft  country  peafant  would  have  done,  had  he 
JDeen  placed  at  the  head  o[  their  army  :  they  had  taken 
no  care  to  watch  the  motions  of  their  enemy,  nor 
to  guard  thofe  palTes  that  might  have  been  eafily  de- 
fended 
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fended  againfc  even  a  fuperior  force,   and  would  have 

prevented    them    from    being    furrounded. They 

ought  to  have  had   Icouts  and  watches  placed  in  all 
parts  of  the    idand,  and  to  have  fecured  every  pod 
that  was  in  the  fmalleft  degree  tenable.     They  ought 
to  have  had  parties  concealed    behind  everv  hedo-e, 
wall,  or  ditch,  to  have  fired  by  furprife  upon  every  ad- 
vanced party  of  their  foes,  which  might  have  retreated 
to  the  main  body  when  fore  prefTedjand  given  the  alarm 
in  due  time.     They  might,  as  they  knev/  the  country, 
had  flanking  parties  of  fwift  troops,  who  might  have 
thinned  their  enemies  by  occafional  attacks,  and  fled  to 
redoubts  and  thickets,  and  marched  another  way  and 
made  afrefh  attack  on  another  quarter.     They  ought 
to  have  neglected  no  pofllble  methods  of  defence  that 
could  have  been  devifed  in  fuch  a  trying  and  critical 
fituation.     The  apologies  of  the  American  Generals 
are  childilh  and  trifling.     They  reprefented  that  they 
had  no  idea  of  fo  many  troops  being  landed  on  the 
ifland  J   but  they  ought  to  have  been  acquainted  with 
every  circumfl:ance,  and  watched  every  motion  of  the 
enemy.     General  Howe  fliewed  a  great  meafure  of 
Ikill  and  conduct  in  his  military  arrangement,  and  the 
whole  attack  was  conduced  with  much  prudence  and 
fagacityj   the   men   alfo  fhewed  much  valour  and  in- 
trepidity, and  as  foldiers  behaved  well.     Their  ardor 
was  fo   great,    that    the    Generals    could   with   diffi- 
culty  prevent   them    from    attacking    the  American 
lines,  in  their  keennefs  in  purfuing  the  fugitives.  And 
it  was  imagined   by  fome  fanguine  people,   that  they 
would  have  carried  all  before  them;   but  in  fuch  cafes 
it  is  not  eafy  for  partizans  to  keep  moderation  in  their 
conjeftures.     It   is   highly  probable,    that   there  was 
4n    emulation     between    the     Britifii    and    Heffian 
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troops,  to  diflinguilh  theTirclves  in  this  engagement 
which  made  both  parties  more  eager  to  do  Ibmcthing 
that  might  be  taken  notice  of.  Three  of  the  ene- 
my's commanders  were  taken  prifoners,  viz.  Major- 
General  Sullivan,  and  the  Bi  igadier-Generals  Lord 
Stirling  and  Udell,  and  ten  other  fi.-id  officers.  The 
lofson  the  fide  of  the  Britiili  and  Heluan  troops  was 
faid  to  be  very  inconfiderable,  being  under  350  killed 
and  wounded,  of  which  the  former  did  not  make  a 
fifth  part.  The  provincial  accounts  rate  our  lofs  at 
much  higher,  and  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  our 
gazettes  indufbriouHy  concealed  part  of  our  lofs  at 
home,  as  many  Vv^ho  wereprelent  in  the  aclion  affirm- 
ed that  the  lofs  of  the  Britifh  forces  was  much  more 
confiderable.  Our  army  encamped  on  the  front  of 
the  enemy's  lines,  and  on  the  28th  of  Auguft  broke 
ground  in  form,  at  600  yards  diilance  from  a  redoubt, 
which  covered  the  enemy's  left. 

It  was  a  lofs  to  the  Americans  that  General  Walli- 
ington  at  this  time  did  not  command  them,  nor  does 
k  appear  that  the  plan  of  operation  was  of  his  devi- 
fmg.  He,  during  the  time  of  engagement,  pafTed 
ove  from  Nev/  York  to  Long  Ifland,  and  is  laid  to 
liave  burit  out  in  a  bitter  exclamation  of  grief,  when 
he  perceived  the  ineveitable  ruin  Oi  lome  of  his  befc 
troops.  Nothing  was  now  left  but  to  ufe  the  beil 
means  to  preferve  the  remainder  of  the  army  upon 
Long  Ifland.  He  knew  that  the  fuperior  power  of 
the  royal  artiUery  \vouId  f  )on  filcnce  their  batteries, 
and  that  if  the  lines  were  forced  in  their  orefent  fitua- 
tion,  confidering  tiie  fuperiority  of  the  king's  troops 
in  number,  and  tlie  prefent  dejecftment  of  the  provin- 
cial troops,  there  was  little  hope  of  pieferving  them 
from  beinir  either  killed  or  taken.     If  he  fiiould   rein- 

force 
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force  them,  he  would  hazard  the  lofs  of  New  York 
which  v/as  already  threatened  on  all  fides,  and  kept  in 
continual  alarm  by  the  fleer. — Another  danger  rhar 
threatened,  which  was  equally  to  be  avoided,  the  war 
fliips  only  waited  for  a  fair  wind,  to  enter  and  take 
poffeffion  of  the  Eafb  River,  which  would  have  totaliv 
cut  off  all  communication  between  the  iflands.  In 
ihis  fituation  there  was  no  hope  left  but  in  a  re- 
treat, which  was  even  exceedingly  difficult  under  the 
watchful  eye  of  an  aClive  enemy,  with  a  powerful  armv 

flulhed  with  fuccefs,  almoft  clofe  to  their  works. • 

This  difficult  talk  was  however  undertaken  and  exe- 
cuted, with  great  addrefs  and  abilities,  by  General 
Wafhington.  On  the  29th,  in  the  night,  their  troops 
were  withdrawn  from  the  camp,  and  their  different 
v/orks,  and  with  their  baggage,  ftores,  and  almoll:  all 
their  artillery,  were  conveyed  to  the  water-lide,  em- 
barked, and  paffed  over  the  ferry  to  New  York, 
with  wonderful  filence  and  order,  that  our  army,  tho* 
within  600  yards,  did  not  perceive  the  lead  motion, 
and  were  furprized  in  the  mcjrning  of  finding  the  lines 
abandoned,  and  feeing  their  rear-guard  in  their  boats, 
and  out  of  danger.  Thofe  that  are  acquainted  Vv'ith 
the  ufual  noife  and  confufion  attending  decamping 
fo  many  thoufands  of  men,  even  in  open  day,  will 
be  obliged  to  acknowledge,  that  the  retreat  required 
an  extraordinary  addrefs  to  conduft  it,  and  muff  be  al- 
lowed a  mailer- piece  in  its  kind  in  the  art  of  war.  It 
iliewed  plainly,  that  General  WaOiington  knew  how 
to  profit  by  the  mifcarriage  of  others,  and  had  the  ca- 
pacity to  turn  his  misfortune  to  liis  own  honour.  Af- 
ter the  retreat  from  Long  Ifland,  General  Sullivan 
was  fent  upon  parole,  with  a  meffage  froin  Lord  Howe 
to  the  Congrefs.     In  this  he  (laced,  that  tho'  lie  couKd 
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not  treat  with  them  in  the  charader  of  a  con- 
grels,  he  was  very  glad  of  having  a  conference  with 
fome  of  their  members,  whom  he  would  confider 
only  as  private  gentlemen,  and  would  himfelf  meet 
them  at  fuch  place  as  they  fhould  appoint.  He  faid 
that  he  had,  together  with  the  General,  full  powers 
to  compromife  difputes  between  Great  Britain  and 
America,  upon  terms  advantageous  to  both  for  ob- 
taining which  he  had  been  detained  near  two  months, 
and  his  arrival  on  that  account  had  been  prevent- 
ed, before  the  declaration  of  independency  took 
place.  Ha  wifhed  that  a  compafb  might  be  fettled  at 
this  time  before  any  decifive  blow  was  ftruck,  and 
neither  party  could  fay  that  they  were  compelled  to 
enter  into  the  agreement. 

Thar  if  the  Congrefs  had  a  mind  to  treat,  many 
things  which  they  had  not  yet  afked,  might  and  ought 
to  be  granted  to  them;  and  if  upon  the  conference 
any  probable  ground  of  accommodation  appeared,  the  .| 
authority  of  congrefs  mull  afterwards  be  acknow- 
ledged or  the  compad  could  not  be  compleat. 

The  anfwer  of  the  congrefs  was,  that  being  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  free  and  independent  States  of 
America,  they  could  not,  with  propriety,  fend  any  of 
their  members  in  their  private  charadlers;  but  that 
ever defirousofeftablifhingpeace upon reafonable  terms, 
they  would  appoint  a  commitee  to  know  whether  he 
had  any  authority  to  treat  with  perfons  authorized  by 
Congrefs  for  that  purpofe,  in  behalf  of  America,  and 
what  that  authority  was,  and  to  hear  fuch  proportions 
'  as  he  fhould  think  tit  to  make  refpefting  the  fame. —  , 
Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  PvUtlcdge  were  ap-  | 
pointed  as  a  committee  upon  this  occafion,  and  ac- 
cordinQ-ly  waited  upon  Lord  Howe,  in    Staien  Ifland 

The 
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The  commictee  Tumixied  up  the  accounts  of  this  con- 
ferencej  which  they  laid  before  the  congrefs  in  the 
following  terms.  "  Upon  the  whole  it  did  not  appear 
to  your  comnnitteCj  that  his  lordfhip's  commiiTion  con- 
tained any  other  authority  than  what  is  contained  in 
the  a(5t  of  parliament,  viz.  that  of  granting  pardons, 
with  fuch  exceptions  as  the  commifiioners  fhall  think. 
proper  to  make,  and  of  declaring  America,  or  any 
part  of  it,  tf)  be  in  the  king's  peace  upon  fubmilTion. 
For  as  to  the  power  of  enquiring  into  the  ftate  of 
America^  which  his  lordlhip  mentioned  to  us,  and  of 
conferrirjg  and  confulting  with  any  perfons  the  com- 
miflioneris  might  think  proper,  and  reprefent  the  refult 
of  fuch  converfations  to  the  miniflry,  who,  (provided 
the  colonies  fliould  fubjeft  themfelves)  might  after  all, 
or  might  not,  at  their  pleafure,  make  any  alterations 
in  the  former  inftruflions  to  governors,  or  propofe  in 
parliament,  any  amendment  of  the  afts  complained  of, 
we  apprehend  any  expeftation  from  the  efi^ect  of  fuch 
a  power  would  have  been  too  precarious  to  be  relied 
on  by  America,  had  Ilie  ftill  continued  in  her  ilate  of 
dependence." 

In  this  manner  the  hopes  of  negociation  ended  be- 
tween the  commifiioners  and  the  congrefs.  The  mi- 
nifberial  demagogues  at  home  called  loudly  out 
againll:  the  colonies  for  not  accepting  Lord  Howe's 
and  the  General's  propofals ;  they  now  devoted  all 
the  Thirteen  United  Colonies  tp  deilruction,  and 
confidered  it  as  a  mo  ft  righteous,  as  well  as  a  moll  ne- 
celTIu-y  proceeding,  to  wafte  them  by  f],re  and  fword. 
The  right  of  Great  Britain  to  do  with  America  as  ihe 
pleafed,  and  tp  alTefs  the  people  .by  acls  of.  parlia- 
ment without 'her  cor.fent,..  was  ..always  taken  for 
granted  as  a  firft  principle;  while  both  the  truth  of 
Vol.  H.  Y  the 
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the  principle,  and  its  utility,  were  denied  by  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies.  They  confidered  the  lodging  of  fuch  a 
power  in  the  hands  of  men,  whofe  intereft  it  was  to 
burthen  them  to  eafe  themfelves,  by  opprefling  them, 
was  neither  juft  nor  reafonable,  and  contrary  to  all 
found  policy.  It  was  faid,  that  when  the  Romans 
fent  out  colonies  they  made  them  always  as  free  as 
thofe  at  home,  and  never  attempted  to  tax  them  more 
than  other  citizens  :  that  they  were  always  Romans, 
however  far  from  Italy  ;  had  the  fame  laws,  immuni- 
.  tics,  and  privileges  that  all  other  citizens  pofTefTcd, 
and  that  when  Governors  or  Prefedts  attempted  toop- 
pre.fs  any  province,  they  were  feverely  puniftied  by 
the  fenate,  and  that  any  Roman  citizen  in  any  part  of 
the  empire,  who  had  proper  qualifications  like  others, 
might  become  a  fenator,  as  well  as  thofe  within  Italy. 
But  this  vv^as  not  the  cafe  of  the  Britilh  colonifts,  who 
were"  not  admitted  to  any  fhare  in  the  fenatorial  au- 
thority, except  in  a  nominal  fenfe,  which  was  of  no 
importance,  without  the  fanclion  of  a  fuperior  power. 
It  was  added,  that  the  Romans  behaved  with  much 
more  refpe6i  to  conquered  nations  than  we  did  to  na- 
tural born  fubjedls  and  citizens;  for  provided  the 
"nations  whom  the  Romans  fubdued  inclined  to  become 
Romans,  they  were  ruled  by  the  fame  laws,  and 
obtained  the  fame  privileges  j  and  were  fupported  and 
defended  by  the  laws  of  the  empire,  as  if  they  had  al- 
ways belonged  to  it. 

The  Britilh  commifiioners  having  a  double  autho- 
ritv,  when  their  hopes  of  negociation  failed,  they  were 
determined  to  pufn  their  military  power  with  more 
vigour.--  It  would  appear' that  men,  when  they  aft 
in  the  character  of  foldiers,  confider  moral  obligation 
td  be  different  from  what  it  is  when  they  ad  in  other 

charadlcrs. 
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charaflers.  The  two  eommanders  in  chief  had  in  the 
fenate  condcined  the  lav/s  made  againil  the  Ameri- 
cans, but  now  they  are  employed  to  execute  them  at 
the  expence  of  blcod,  and  the  danger  of  their  own 
lives.  The  policy  of  nations,  and  the  ideas  of  perfons 
in  high  life  concerning  jullice  and  equity,  are  very 
often  contrary  to  the  fundamental  maxims  of  morality 
which  men  would  defire  to  have  prad:ifed  when  appli- 
ed  to  themfelves. 

The  royal  army  was  now  divided  from  the  iQand  of 
New- York  by  the  Eail  River,  and  the  men  were  im- 
patient to  pafs  that  narrow  limit.  They  poiled  them- 
felves along  the  coaft  wherever  they  could  fee  or  front 
their  enemies,  and  erected  batteries  to  anfwer,  if  not 
filence  theirs.  A  fleet  coniifting  of  iipv/ards  of  300 
fail,  including  tranfports,  covered  the  face  of  the  wa- 
ters, while  the  fhips  of  war  hovering  round  the  ifland 
threatened  deflruftion  to  every  part,  and  were  conti- 
nually engaged  with  one  or  other  of  the  batteries,  by 
which  it  was  furrounded.  The  fmall  iflands  between 
the  oppofite  ihorewere  perpetually  objects  of  contcft, 
until  by  the  force  of  a  well  ferved  artillery,  the  aid 
of  the  Ihips,  and  the  intrepidity  of  the  troops,  they 
fecured  thofe  that  were  moll  necelTary  for  their  future 
operations. 

Thus  an  almofl  conftant  cannonade  was  kept  up  for 
many  days,  and  the  troops  who  had  fo  lately  efcaped 
from  imminent  danger,  had  little  time  to  quiet  their 
apprehenfions.  At  length  all  things  being  prepared 
for  a  defcent,  feveral  morions  -vere  made  by  the  ihips 
in  the  North  River,  with  a  defign  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  provincials  to  that  fide  of  the  ifland.  Other 
parts  were  alfo  threatened,  to  encreafe  the  uncertain- 
ty of  the  real  objeft  of  attack.     The  feizing  of  the 
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ifland  of  Mortrefor  near  Hellgate,  and  ere6ling  a 
battery  on  it  to  filence  one  which  the  provincials  had 
on  Floren's  Nook^  had  the  appearance  of  landing  in 
that  part,  which  ^as  near  the  centre  of  New  York 
ifland.  Whilft  the  colonifts  were  in  this  ftate  of  fuf- 
pence  and  expe6lation,  the  firft  divifion  of  the  army, 
under  the  command  of  Gen.  Clinton,  with  Earl  Corn- 
wallis,  Major  General  Vanghan,  Brigadier  General 
Leflie,  and  the  HefTian  Colonel  Dunop,  embarked  at 
the  head  of  Newton-Bay,  which  runs  deep  into  Long- 
Ifland,  and  where  they  were  out  of  all  view  pf  the 
enemy.  Covered  by  five  fhips  of  war  upon  their  en- 
trance into  the  river,  they  proceeded  to  Kep's-bay, 
about  three  miles  north  of  New-York,  where  being 
lefs  expedied  than  in  Ibme  other  places,  the  prepara- 
tion for  defence  vv^as  not  fo  great.  The  works  were 
notwithftanding  tolerable  ftrong,  and  fupported  with 
men,  but  the  fire  from  the  Ihips  v;as  fo  fevere  and  well 
direfted,  that  the  works  were  deferted,  and  the  army 
landed  without  oppofitior?. 

The  provincials,  who  dreaded  the  fury  of  the  men 
of  war,  abandoned  New-York,  with  their  other  ports  < 
on  that  part  of  the  ifland,  and  retired  to  the  North 
end,  where  their  principal  ftrength  lay.  Tliey  were 
obliged  to  leave  a  great  part  of  their  artillery  and  mi- 
litary {lores,  which  were  coniiderable  behind.  They 
had  fome  men  flain,  and  a  few  taken  prifoners  in  the 
retreat,  and  fl<:irmifhes  which  happened  during  their 

ftay. —The  King's  troops  futFered  confiderably, 

but  this  lofs  was  concealed  as  much  as  polTible, — 
and  was  never  made  public  by  government  accounts. 
Many  of  the  American  regiments  behaved  badly  on 
this  occafion.  Their  late  fevere  lofTes  on  Long- Ifland 
appeared  vifible  in  their  behaviour  at  this   time. — 

Part 
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Part  of  the  Britidi  army  took  pofTeffion  of  New- York, 
and  the  reft  encamped  near  the  center  of  the  ifiand, 
with  their  right  on  Floren's  Nook,  on  the  Eaft  River, 
and  the  left  near  Bloomingdale,  and  thus  occupied  the 
jQand  from  fhore  to  fhore,  which,  though  it  is  about 
fixteen  miles  in  length,  is  not  above  one  in  breadth. 
It  appeared  from  the  beginning,  that  the  provincials 
did  not  account  the  ifland  and  city  of  New-Y©rk 
worth  rifking  a  general  engagement,  nor  was  it  their 
plan,  in  general,  to  venture  much  at  one  time,  but  to 
exercife  their  troops  in  conflant  Ikirmiflies,  and  waflc 
the  Britifli  forces  by  degrees.  General  Wafhington 
took  pod  at  Kingfbridge,  by  which  he  had  a  com.mu- 
nication  with  the  continent  at  New- York,  and  where 
he  eredled  flrong  works  on  both  fides  of  the  pafTage, 
which  feemed  to  defy  a  ftrong  force.  Their  neareft 
encampment  was  on  the  heights  of  Haerlem,  at. the 
diflance  of  about  a  mile  and  an  half.  There  was  be- 
tween them  M'Gowan's  pafs,  and  the  flrong  grounds 
called  Morris's  Heights  lay  between  it  and  Kingf- 
bridge, which  were  defenfible  againft  a  fuperior  force. 
In  this  fituation  of  the  armies,  fkirmifhes  frequently 
happened,  and  it  was  found  that  by  degrees  the  late 
apprehenfions  of  the  provincials  began  to  wear  away. 
This  was  the  great  objeft  which  General  Walliington 
had  in  viewj  he  knew  that  when  his  men  once  began 
to  perceive  that  they  could  fight  without  being  killed, 
and  could  occafionally  beat  thofe  who  had  defeated 
them,  they  would  in  procefs  of  time,  become  filter 
for  greater  attempts,  and  conquer  in  their  turn. 

General  Howe  had  not  been  many  days  in  poiTeffion 
of  New-York,  when  the  city   was  {ct  on  fire  by  fome 
that  had  ftayed  behind,  and  concealed  themfelves  for 
that  purpofe,   being  determined,  if  pofTible,  to   pre- 
vent 
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vent  its  being  of  any  benefit  to  the  conquerors.  They 
Ilad  prepared  combuflribles  with  great  art  and  ingenu- 
ity, and  took  the  opportunity  of  dry  weather  and  a 
brifk  wind  to  fet  fire  to  the  city  about  midnight,  in  fe- 
vdral  places  at  the  fame  time.  Thus  near  a  third  part 
of  that  beautiful  city  was  reduced  to  afhes;  and  unlefs 
the  adlivity  of  the  troops,  as  well  as  of  the  failors,  had 
preferved  the  remainder,  it  had  all  been  confumed. 
Some  of  thofe  who  were  thought  to  have  been  con- 
cerned in  kindling  the  flames,  were  thrown  into  the 
midft  of  them  by  the  foldiers,  and  burnt  to  death j — 
though  it  could  never  yet  be  afcertained  who  were 
the  real  authors  of  this  conflagration,  nor  were  the 
foldiers  certain  that  thofe  whom  they  threw  into  the 
flames  had  any  hand  in  kindling  of  them.  Thofe  that 
know  how  little  foldiers  are  given  to  enquire  into  the 
truth  of  a  caufe  of  this  fort,  will  not  wonder  much  at 
their  burning  the  innocent  as  readily  as  the  guilty. 

General  Howe  finding  that  no  attempt  could  be 
made  with  fuccefs  upon  the  fide  of  New- York,  but 
that  any  attempt  of  that  kind  would  be  attended.with 
the  greatell  danger,  determined  upon  a  new  plan  of 
operation,  v/hich  would  oblige  the  provincials  either 
to  quit  their  fituation,  or  render  their  holding  it  ex- 
tremely dangerous.  For  this  purpofe,  on  the  nth  of 
Odober  the  greater  part  of  the  army  embarked  in  flat 
boats,  and  other  fmall  veflels,  proper  for  the  fervice, 
and  pafled  fuccefsfully  through  the  dangerous  naviga- 
tion of  Hell-gate,  which  forms  a  communication  be- 
tween the  Eaft  River  and  the  Sound,  and  landed  on 
Frogfneek,  near  the  town  of  Eaft  Chefl:er,  which  lies 
on  the  continent  belonging  to  New  York,  on  the  fide 

of  Connefticut. Earl  Percy,   with   two   brigades 

of  Britifli  troops  and  one  of  Hefllans,  continued  in.the 

lines 
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lines  near  Haerleirij  to  cover  New  York.  Had  Ge- 
neral Walhington  commanded  old  troops,  which  he 
could  have  depended  upon.  General  Howe  might 
have  paid  dear  for  this  adventure.  Had  Walhington 
attacked  Percy  at  the  time  of  the  embarkation  all  the 
forces  under  the  Earl  might  .have  been  cut  off, 
without  the  reft  being  able  to  afiford  them  the  fmall- 
eft  aid  or  affiftance.  There  was  only  one  thing  which 
could  have  preferved  them,  namely  the  fleet,  which 
furrounded  the  ifland,  which  could  have  afforded 
them  protection  almoft  in  any  fituation  into  which 
they  could  have  been  reduced.  This  fleet  was  of  vaft 
fervice  in  all  the  operations  of  the  army,  and  indeed 
it  does  not  appear  that  our  troops  could  have  done  any 
thing  unlefs  they  had  been  protefted  by  the  fleet. 
In  this  the  provincials  were  chiefly  inferior,  being 
totally  deftitute  of  any  force  of  this  nature.  The  ar- 
my was  obliged  to  halt  for  fome  days  at  Frog's  Neck 
to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  provifions  and  ftores,  and 
for  a  reinforcement  that  was  drawn  from  Staten  Idand. 
When  thefe  arrived  they  marched  through  Pelham 
manor  to  New  Rochefter, /which  lies  on  the  coafl:  of 
the  Sound,  which  is  the  name  of  that  channel  which 

feparates  Long  Ifland  from  the  continent. Here 

they  wtrejoined  by  the  greated  part  of  a  regiment 
of  light  horfe.  from  Ireland,  the  reft  of  the  troops 
had  been  taken  in  their  paiTage  by  the  American  crui- 
zers  upon  the  coaft.  They  were  alio  joined  by  the 
fecond  divifion  of  Heftians,  under  General  Knyphau- 
fen,  with  a  regiment  of  Waldeckers,  both  of  which 
had  arrived  at  New  York  fmce  the  army  had  depart- 
ed from  it.  The  chief  objed  of  this  expedition  was 
to  cut  oft"  the  communication  between  Wafliington 
iind^e  eaftern  colonies :  and  if  this  meafure  did  not 

brins: 
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bring  him  to  an  engagement,  to  enclofe  him  on  all 
fides  in  his  faftnefles  on  the  North  end  of  York  Ifland. 
The  King's  troops  were  now  mailers  of  the  lower 
i-oad  to  Connefticut  and  Bofton,  but  to  gain  the  upper 
it  was  neceffary  to  advance  to  the  higher  grounds 
called  the  White  Plains.  This  is  a  rugged,  ftoney, 
and  mountainous  trad  of  ground,  and  it  is  only- 
part  of  an  afcent  to  a  country  that  is  ftill  higher, 
rougher,  and  of  more  difficult  accefs.  When  the  ar- 
my advanced  to  the  higher  grounds  it  was  judged  ne- 
ceflfary  to  leave  the  feCond  divifion  of  Heflians  with 
the  regiment  of  Waldeck,  at  New  Rochelle,  to  keep 
a  communication  between  the  fupplies  of  provifions 
and  neceffaries  that  were  to  arrive  at  the  port.  The 
army  was  now  fo  truly  powerful,  that  it  was  enabled 
to  fupport  every  fervice. 

General  Howe  Toon  began  to  find  that  he  had   now 
another  game  to  piay  than  what  he   had  upon  Long 

liland. Wafliington  forefaw  the   intention  of  this 

fcheme,  and  provided  againft  its  efFeds.  He  perceiv- 
ed the  danger  he  would  be  in  if  the  Bririfh  General 
iuccecded  in  his  fcheme;  that  he  would  be  compel- 
led to  commit  the  whole  fortune  of  the  war,  and  the 
fafety  of  all  the  colonies,  to  the  hazard  of  a  general  en- 
gagem.ent.  In  his  prefent  ftate  this  would  have  been 
highly  imprudent;  his  troops  were  not  v/ell  recover- 
ed from  the  terror  of  their  late  misfortunes,  and  in 
cafe  he  fhould  have  been  defeated,  there  could  fcarcely 
be  a  podibility  of  a  retreat.  His  army  is  faid  at  this 
time  to  have  been  much  reduced  by  ficknefs,  which 
the  fe  verity  of  the  fervice,  indifferent  quarters,  bad 
cloathing,  the  want  of  filt  and  other  neceffaries,  jom- 
ed  to  a  Ilovenlinefs  that  naturally  prevailed  in  New 
England  and  the  northern  colonies,  rendered  ge- 
neral. 
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neral,  and  very  fatal  tb  theil*  army.  A  grand  move- 
ment was  accordingly  made  by  the  wholCj  in  a  line  of 
fmall  detachments^  and  e,ritrenched  camps,  which  oc- 
cupied every  height  and  ftrong  guard  from  Valentine's 
Hill,  near  Kingfbridge,  on  the  right,  to  White  Plains, 
and  the  upper  road  to  Connefticut  on  the  left.  In 
this  fituation,  they  found  the  whole  line  of  the  King's 
troops  as  they  marched  at  a  moderate  diftance.  The 
deep  river  Brunx  covered  their  rear>  whilft  the  open 
ground  to  the  lafl  afforded  a  fecure  paffage  to  their 
llores  and  baggage  for  the  upper  country.  A  garri- 
fon  was  left  to  defend  Fort  Wafhington,  the  lines  of 
Haerlem,  and  Kingfbridge. 

General  Howe,  in  this  fituation  of  the  enemy, 
thought  it  neceffary  to  proceed  with  caution  and  great 
circumfpe6lion.  The  progrefs  of  the  army  was  flow, 
the  march  clofe,  the  encampments  compadl,  and  well 
guarded  with  artillery,  and  the  whole  was  conduced 
in  the  mod  regular  and  warlike  manner.  In  fpite  of 
all  the  caution  of  the  General,  th^e  provincials  convey- 
ed parties  over  the  Brunx,  to  intercept  their  march> 
which  occafioned  many  fjcirmifhes,  in  which  the  King's 
forces  v/ere  conquerors.  But  it  had  this  effect  upon 
the  colonifts,  that  it  gradually  inured  them  to  hard- 
fhips,  and  rendered  war  familiar  to  them.  When  the 
King'.s  troops  approached  White  Plains,  theit  enemies 
quitted  their  detached  camps  along  the  Brunx,  and 
joining  their  left,  took  a  ftrong  ground  of  encamp- 
ment before  the  Britifh  on  the  former.  When  all 
things  were  prepared  and  ready  for  aftion,  the  army 
marched  early  in  the  morning  in  two  columns  towards 
White  Plainsi  with  their  left  wiiig,  commanded  by 
General  Heifter.  Before  mid-day,  all  the  enemy's 
advanced  parties  retired  back  within  their  works,  be- 
Vol.  II,  Z  fore 
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fore  the  light  infantry  and  the  Hefllan  chafieurs.  The 
army  formed  with  the  right  upon  the  road,  from  Ma- 
maroneck,  about  a  mile  diflant  from  their  centre,  and 
the  left  to  the  Brunx,  near  about  the  fame  difbance 
from  the  right  flank,  of  their  entrenchments.  The 
Americans  had  a  party  lodged  in  an  advantageous 
poft  that  was  feparated  from  their  right  flank  by  the 
Brunx,  and  which  alfo  by  its  windings  covered  that 
corps  in  fronf  from  the  left  c-f  the  Britifh  army.  As 
this  poft  would  have  been  of  great  confequence  in  at- 
tacking that  flank  of  the  entrenchincnt,  Brigadier 
General  Leflif*,  with  the  feveral  brigades  of  Britifli 
troops,  the  Heffian  grenadiers,  under  Colonel  De- 
nop,  and  a  battalion  of  that  corps  were  ordered  to  dif^ 
lodge  the  enemy.  Previous  to  the  attack,  Colonel 
Rail,  who  commanded  a  brigade  of  HefTians  on  the 
left,  had  pafied  the  Brunx,  and  gained  a  pofl:,  which 
enabled  him  to  annoy  the  enemy's  flank,  while  they* 
were  engaged  with  the  other  forces  in  front. 

The  paflPage  of  the  river  was  very  difficult,  but  the 
troops  performed  it  with  readinefs  and  alacrity,  and 
the  28th  and  35i:h  regiments  having  pafied  fi:rft,  form- 
ed with  great  fteadinefs  on  the  oppofite  fide  under  the 
fire  of  their  enemies.  On  this  occafion  the  public  ac- 
counts fay  nothing  of  the  lols  of  our  troops,  but  fuch 
as  wer^  upon  the  fpot  have  declared  that  our  men 
fuffered  feverely,  and  that  the  troops  were  greatly 
thinned  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  They,  however, 
afcended  a  fteep  hill,  in  defiance  of  all  oppofition,  and 
rufl^ing  upon  the  enemy,  drove  them  from  their  works. 
The  reft  of  the  troops  ftiewed  no  lefs  fortitude  and 
ileadinets  m  fupporting  thefe  two  regiments.  The 
gaining  of  this  important  poft  took  up  a  confiderable 
time,  which  was  prolonged  by  the  enemy's  ftill  fup- 

porting 
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porting  a  icattered  engagement,  under  cover  of 
the  adjoining  walls  and  hedges.  In  the  evening  the 
HefTian  grenadiers  were  ordered  forv/ard  v/ithin  can- 
non  fhotof  the  entrenchments,  the  2d  brigade  of  the 
BritiHi  fGrmed  in  the  rear,  and  the  two  HelTian  bri- 
gades on  the  left  of  the  fccond.  The  right  and  cen- 
tre of  the  army  did  not  remove  from  the  ground  up- 
on which  they  were  formed.  In  that  pofition  the 
whole  army  lay  upon  their  arms  during  the  night  v/ith 
a fullintention  and  in  the  fullefi  expeclation  to  en- 
gage  in   the   morning;,  and  to   attack   the  provincial 

camp. -General   Wafhington,   with  great   addrefs 

before  the  morning  had  meafureu  out  more  work  foi- 
the  Britifh  forces.  He  had  drawn  back  this  encamp- 
ment in  the  night,  and  greatly  ilrcngtheaed  his  lines 
by  additional  works.  For  this  reafon  the  attack  was 
deferred,  and  it  was  thought  neceliary  to  wait  for 
the  arrival  of  the  fourth  brigade,  and  of  two  battalions 
of  the  fixth,  which  had  been  left  with  Earl  Percy  at 
New  York.  Upon  the  arrival  of  thefe  troops,  the 
neceffary  difpofitions  were  made  in  the  evening  for 
attacking  the  enemy  on  the  lad  day  of  O6lober,  but  a 
very  wet  night  and  morning  prevented  the  defign  from 
being  executed  as  was  intended. 

General  Wafhington,  who  knew  the  intention  of 
our  General,  had  not  the  fmallell  intention  of  ventur- 
ing an  engagement,  while  it  was  pofTible  to  avoid  it. — 
He  knew  that  delay  was  in  fome  refpecls  a  vidtory  to 
him  and  that  fmall  fl^irmifnes,  that  could  not  in  the 
lead  afie<-l  the  public  fafety,  would  train  his  men  to 
war  and  inure  them  to  danger,  better  than  a  general 
engagement,  which  in  one  day  might  decide  their  own 
and  the  fate  of  their  country. 

The"  enemies  of  Wafhington  confeffed,  that  in  the 
Z  2  courfe 
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courfeofthis  campaign,  and  more  partIc^ularly  in  this 
part  of  it,  he  fully  perfoj-.med  the  part  of  a  great 
commander. 

It  was  faid  by  the  Americans,  that   upon  our  men 
covering  four  or  five  batteries  with  a  powerful  artil- 
lery preparatory  tq  an  gttack,  together  with    the  ge- 
neral's knowledge,  that  by  turning  his  camp  the  Bri- 
tifh  forces  might  become  pofielied  of  the  hills  at  his  back, 
which  totally  commanded  it,  he  found  it  necefTary  to 
change  his  fituation.   He  accordingly  quitted  his  camp 
in  the  night  of  the  firft  of  November,  and  took  high- 
er grounds    towards   the  North   Calllc  diftrift,    after 
having  {et  fire  to  the  town  or  village  of  White  Plains, 
as  well  as  to  all  the  houfes  and  forage   near  the  lines. 
The  King's  troops  next  day  took   pofleflion   of  their 
entrenchments.     General  Howe,   finding  that  all   his 
art  could  not  draw  Wafliington  to  an   engagement^, 
and  that  the  nature  of  the  country  and  his  prefent   fi- 
tuation did  not  admit  of  his  being  forced  to  one,  de- 
termined not  to  fpend  his  time  in  fruitlefs  manoeuvreb, 
without  performing  any  thing  of  confequence,     Hd 
therefore  refolved    to  take   the  opportunity  to  drive 
the  provincials  out  of  York  Ifiand,  which  their  army 
could  not  prevent.     For   this  purpofe  General   Kny- 
phaufen  crolTed  the  country  from  New  Rochelle,  and 
having  taken  pofleflion  of  Kingfbridge  without  oppofi- 
tion,  entered  York  Ifland,  and  took  his  fl:ation  to  the 
north  of  Fort  Wafliington,  to  which  the  enemy  had 
retired  at  his  approach.     Fort  Wafliington  lay  on  the 
wefh  fide  of  Nev/  York  Ifland,    near  to   Kingfl^ridge, 
Bow  and  Jeftery^s  Nookr  and  almoll  facing  Fort  Lee 
on  the  Jerfey  fide,  from  which  it  was  Separated  by  the 
J^orth  River.     This  was  aflrong  work,  but  not  fuffi- 
fjcnt  to  refifl:  heavy  artillery,  and  it  was  by  no  means 

of 
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of  a  fufRcIent  extent  for  any  other  purpofe,  except; 
ftrengthening  the  lines.  But  the  fituation  was  ex- 
ceedingly ftrong,  and  the  approaches  difRcuk. 

Upon  the  13th  of  November  the  army  returned 
Howly  by  the  North  River,  and  encamped  on  the- 
heights  of  Fordham,  at  a  moderate  diftance  from 
Kingfbridge,  with  the  North  River  on  the  right,  and 
the  Bronx  on  the  left.  Every  thing  being  prepared 
for  attacking  tlie  fort,  a  fummons  was  lent  to  Co- 
lonel M'Gaw^  who  commanded  it,  to  furrender,  who 
declaring  that  he  was  determined  to  defend  it  to  the 
laft  extremity,  a  general  afTault  was  refolved  upon 
to  lave  the  time  that  would  be  loft  in  making  regular 
approaches.  The  garrifon  confifted  of  near  3000 
men,  and  the  ftrong  guards  near  the  fort  were  covered 
with  lines  and  works.  Four  attacks  were  made  at 
the  fame  time.  The  firft  on  the  nortl\  fide,  com- 
manded by  General  Knyphaufen,  at  the  head  of  two 
columns  of  Heftians  and  Waldeckers.  •  The  fccond 
on  the  eaft,  was  led  on  by  Brigadier-General  Mat- 
thev^  at  the  head  of  the  firft  and  fecond  battalion  of 
light  infantry,  and  two  battalions  of  guards,  fupported 
by  Lord  Cornwallis,  with  the  firft  and  fecond  bat- 
talions of  grenadiers,  and  the  33d  regiment.  Thefe 
troops  crofted  the  Eaft  River  in  flat  boats,  and  as 
the  enemy's  works  there  extended  the  breadth  of  the 
ifland,  redoubts  and  batteries  were  erected  on  the  op- 
pofite  ftiore,  both  to  cover  the  landing  of  the  troops, 
and  to  annoy  thofe  works  which  were  near  the  water. 
The  third  attack,  which  was  principally  intended  as 
a  feint  to  diftraft  the  provincials,  was  condudled  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  .Stirling,  with  the  forty-fecond 
regiment,  v/ho  pafted  the  Eaft  River  lower  down,  be- 
tween the  fecond  and  fourth  attacks.  The  laft  at- 
tack 
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tack  was  made  by  Lord  Percy,  with  the  party  that  he 
commanded  on  the  fouth  part  of  the  ifland.  All  the 
attacks  were  fupported  by  a  numiCrous,  powerful, 
and  well  ferved  artillery.  The  Heflians  commanded 
by  General  Knyphaufen,  had  a  thick  wood  to  pafs, 
where  the  provincials  were  advantageoufly  pofied, 
and  where  a  warm  engagement  was  continued  for  a 
long  time,  in  which  the  former  were  greatly  expofcd, 
and  fuffered  much,  though  they  behaved  with  much 
bravery  and  firmnefs.  The  light  infantry  were  led  on 
in  the  mean  time,  and  were  expofed  both  before  and 
after  to  a  very  fmart  and  continual  fire  from  the  ene- 
my, who  were  covered  by  rocks  and  the  trees,  among 
which  they  were  polled.  The  troops,  hov/ever,  with 
their  ufual  alertnefs  and  activity,  extricated  them- 
felves  by  climbing  up  a  very  fteep  hill,  when  they 
difperfed  the  enemy,  and  made  way  for  the  landing 
the  reft  of  the  troops,  without  oppofition.  During 
thefe  tranfaelions.  Earl  Percy  having  carried  an  ad- 
vanced work  on  his  fide.  Colonel  Stirling  was  ordered 
to  attempt  a  landing,  and  two  battalions  of  the  fe- 
cond  brigade  to  fupport  him.  The  colonel  performed 
this  fervice  with,  great  bravery,  but  with  confiderable 
lofs;  he  advanced  his  boats  through  a  heavy  fire,  which 
they  bore  with  great  firmnefs,  and  forcing  his  way  to  a 
Heep  place,  gained  thefummit,  and  took  170  prifoners 
notwithflanding  the  enemy  made  a  bold  and  good  de- 
fence. While  thefe  things  were  carrying  on.  Colo- 
nel Rail,  who  led  the  column  of  General  Knyphau- 
fen's  attack,  having  forced  the  enemy,  after  a  confi- 
derable oppofition  from  their  (Irong  pofls  oppofite  to 
his  line,  puihed  on  to  their  works,  and  lodged  his  co- 
lumn within  an  hundred  yards  of  the  fort;  and  being 
foon  ioined  by  the  General  with  the  left  column,  who 

had 
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had  at  length  overcome  the  impediments  which  he 
met  with  in  the  wood,  the  garrifon  furrendered  pri-^ 
foners  of  war.  The  lofs  on  either  fide,  according  to 
the  public  accounts,  was  not  fo  great  as  might  have 
been  expefted  from  the  length  and  variety  of  the  ac- 
tion. The  quantity  of  gunpov/der  found  in  the  fort 
was  utterly  inadequate  to  the  purpofe  of  almoft  the 
fhorteft  defence.  A  refpeiftable  authority  obferves, 
how  fo  large  a  body  was  left  with  fo  poor  a  provifion, 
is  extremely  unaccountable :  and  adds,  *  But  the  nar- 
rative of  all  thefe  tranfaclions  is  hitherto  imperfeft'. 
To  make  this  fubjeft  clear  to  the  reader,  it  muft  be 
remembered,  that  the  fortifying  thefe  places  at  this 
time  with  fo  many  men,  and  v/ith  fo  fliort  provifions, 
v/as  intended  to  anfwer  a  particular  delign,  which  ic 
did.  General  Wafhington  knew  that  our  troops 
would  attempt  Itorming  the  fort,  provided  it  did  not 
furrender;  he  therefore  ordered  his  men  to  hold  out 
as  long  as  they  could  with  convenient  fafety,  and  en- 
deavour to  thin  the  Britifli  ranks  as  much  as  poffible, 
and  at  lad  furrender.  Had  he  left  only  a  few,  they 
would  have  done  but  little  damage  to  our  troops,  but 
as  the  garrifon  was  tolerably  ftrong,  and  fecured  with- 
in their  works,  they  v/ere  on  that  account  able  to 
make  a  greater  (laughter  among  our  troops,  and  fo 
miake  any  future  operation  more  ealy  to  the  provinci- 
.  als.  The  trooDS  in  the  fort  were  few  in  comoarifon 
of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  our  men  in  this  unhappy 
attack;  for  Britain  has  not  to  this  day,  nor  ever  v/iil 
get  a  true  account  of  the  killed  and  v/ounded  at  AVhite 
PLains  and  Fort  Wafhington.  The  people  in  the  city 
of  New-York  were  as  great  ilrangers  to  the  trani'^ 
actions  at  White  Plains  as  the  people  in  Britain;  for 
notwithftanding  the  m.ultitude  ol   killed,    that   were 

every 
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every  day  left  upon  the  field,  and  the  numbers  that 
were  carried  to  the  hofpitals,  the  people  were  nnade 
beliqve  that  every  little  repulfe  which  was  given  to  the 
Americans  was  attended  with  great  lofs  on  their  fide, 
and  almofl  none  on  ours.  The  newfpapers  under  the 
direftions  of  the  commanders  in  chief  by  fea  and  land, 
like  our  Gazette  at  home,  always  echoed  the  prailes 
and  vidories  of  our  troops,  and  defamed  the  colo- 
nifts,  not  only  as  rebels,  but  as  cowards  that  would 
not  fight,  but  always  ran  away  when  an  enemy  appear- 
ed. A  gentleman  who  was  above  fix  months  at  New- 
York  and  Long  Ifland,  and  faw  and  knew  moft  part 
of  the  tranfaftions,  from  the  firft  landing  on  Staten 
Ifland,  declared  that  the  number  of  wounded  men 
which  he  faw  brought  in  almofl  every  day,  was  incre- 
dible; but  how  they  happened  to  be  wounded  he  never 
could  learn,  for  he  was  always  told  that  the  Americans 
would  not  fight,  but  were  perfe<5l  cowards.  He  alfo 
obierved,  that  he  imagined  the  reafon  why  our  men 
gave  out  that  there  were  fo  few  killed,  when  there 
were  fo  many  wounded,  was  to  cover  their  real  lofs, 
under  the  pretence  of  the  provincial  fire  not  doing  fo 
much  execution  as  their  own.  But  according  to  the 
obfervations  that  he  made,  he  found  that  the  killed 
were  as  many  in  proportion  to  the  wounded  among 
our  men  as  among  the  rebels.  The  Britifh  troops 
were  undoubtedly  much  thinned  by  the  engagements 
on  White  Plains  and  at  Fort  Walhington,  and  though 
the  bell  face  was  put  upon  matters  that  the  cafe  would 
admit  of,  yet  it  mull  be  granted  that  the  Englilh  for- 
ces fuff^red  much,  and  loft  more  than  they  gained  by 
the  victory.  The  provincial  commander  underilood 
his  own  intcreft  better  than  to  venture  upon  any  ge- 
neral engagement,  to  expofe  his  raw  and  unexperien- 
ced 
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ced  troops,  to  the  fury  of  men  who  were  defperate, 
and  who  conHdered  even  death  itfeU  a  fort  of  viflory, 
as  relieving  them  from  conftant  fatigue,  hunger,  and 
difappointment.  He  knew  that  conftant  little  fkir- 
milhes  would  in  procefs  of  time  remove  from  the  minds 
of  men  the  horrors  and  dread  of  battle,  and  teach 
them  to  conquer  as  well  as  fight.  Our  men  were  at 
firft  fiulhed  with  fuccefs,  when  they  faw  their  enemies 
flee  from  one  poll  to  another,  and  concluded  that  it  was 
fear  that  made  them  retreat,  and  a  fenfe  of  their  va- 
lour that  made  them  defert  their  ports ;  but  in  tliis 
they  were  miftaken.  The  Americans  only  fled  be- 
caufe  it  was  wife  and  prudent  to  do  fo,  and  they  conr 
fidered  it  to  be  a  wifer  method  topreferve  their  troops 
than  expofe  them  for  advantages  of  fmall  importance. 
Many  great  enemies  to  America,  who  were  witnefl^es 
of  thofe  tranfadtions,  have  confeffed  of  latCj  that  our 
iofs  was  greater  than  it  was  faid  to  be  at  that  time, 
and  American  cowardice  has  vaniflied  away  infenfibly, 
no  body  can  tell  how.  The  provincials,  who  were 
in  our  gazette  and  court  news-papers  at  that  time  faid 
to  have  been  three  times  the  number  of  our  men  in 
every  battle,  have  fmce,  by  the  fame  channel,  been 
proved  to  have  been  much  inferior  in  number  to  Ge- 
neral Howe's  forces  in  every  engagement,  both  whea 
they  loft  and  when  they  gained  the  day.  It  is  very 
perplexing  to  an  hiftorian  when  he  finds  the  fame  au- 
thority vary  fo  ofcen  upon  the  fame  fubjeft,  and  contro- 
vert matters  of  fact  that  it  has  already  confirmed  in  the 
moft  folemn  manner.  It  is  manifeft  that  the  truth 
of  facls  cannot  be  certainly  afcertained  by  any  of  the 
court  or  minifterial  accounts  of  thefe  times  ;  for  what 
they  have  at  one  time  affirmed  for  truth,  they  have  at 
another  declared  to  be  the  groflTeft  falfhood.  Truth 
Vol-  II.  A  a  is 
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is  moft  likely  to  be  found  from  the  American  records, 
who,  though  they  may  have  coloured  fome  points 
ftrongly,  yet  have  fupported  confsftency  in  their  pub- 
lications of  matters  of  fa6l  concerning  this  war. 

When  our  troops  had  finifhed  the  conqueft  of 
Fort  Wafhington,  they  next  proceeded  to  over- run 
the  Jerfies,  and  Lord  Cornwallis  was  fent  with  a 
ftrong  body  of  men  to  attack  Fort  Lee.  The  garri- 
fon  of  two  thoufand  men  abandoned  the  fort,  and  left 
their  llores,  artillery,  and  tents  behind  them.  Our 
troops  after  this  over- run  the  greateft  part  of  the  Jer- 
fies without  oppolition  ;  the  enemy  every  way  flying 
before  them,  and  at  length  extended  their  winter  can- 
tonments from  New  Brunfwick  to  the  Delaware.  It 
was  thought  had  they  had  means  of  palTing  the  Dela- 
ware, they  might  have  taken  Philadelphia,  when  the 
people  were  in  a  confternation  at  their  progrefs  :  but 
the  Americans  were  fo  prudent  as  either  to  deflroy  or 
carry  off  all  the  boats  upon  that  river. 

While  thefe  things  were  carrying  on  in  the  Jerfies, 
General  Clinton,  with  fome  Britifh  and  Heflian  troops, 
and  a  fquadron  of  Ihips  under  Sir  Peter  Parker,  was 
fent  to  make  an  attack  upon  Rhode-Ifland.  They 
fucceedcd  eafily  in  this  enterprize.  Upon  December 
the  Sch,  the  provincials  abandoned  the  ifland,  and  the 
Britilh  and  Heffian  troops  took  poffeflion  of  it  with- 
out any  lofs,  and  at  the  fame  time  bloclced  up  Com- 
modore Hopkins'  fquadron,  which  was  in  the  har- 
bour of  Providence,  on  the  adjoining  continent. 

The  Englifh  fquadron  and  troops  continued  here  du- 
ring the  winter,  where  they  had  better  quarters  than 
any  other  of  the  King's  troops.  Hitherto  the  King's 
forces  had  fucceeded  in  all  their  attempts  fince  their 
landing  on  Staten  Ifland.     The  provincial  army  was 

much 
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much  decreafed,  both  by  captivity  and  defertion,  but 
they  always  found  new  fources  of  recruit  and  fupply, 
which  much  aftonifhed  our  Generals,  as  well  as  it 
alarmed  the  government. 


A  a  2  Chap. 
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Chap,     XIL 


fhe  Progrefs  of  the  War  in  Canada — 'Preparations  Qn_ 
Lake  Champlain — An  Engagement  near  the  IJle  of 
Volicour — Crown  Point  abandoned  hp  the  Provinci- 
■  cils — General  Carleton  lands  with  his   army — Rea- 
fons  for  attacking  "Ticonderago — Carleton  returns  to 
Canada— General  Lee   taken— the    Congrejs    prje- 
^ere — l^ake   meafures  for  renewing   their  Armies — 
Addrefs  to  the  People — Petition  to  the  Commiffioners 
Bivifions  in  Philadelphia— T:he  Kings  "Troops  fur- 
prized  at  Trenton— Lord  Cornwallis  returns  to  the 
jerfies — Hindered    from    attacking    the    Enemy   at 
Trenton   hy    Obftacles— General   Wafhington   attacks 
Colonel  Mawhood  near  Prince  town — Cornwallis  re- 
tires from   the  'Delaware — The  Americans  over -run 
the  Jerfies, 


AS  the  progrefs  of  the  Britifh  arms  in  Canada  ha4 
been  much  retarded  by  many  unforefeen  accir 
dents,  as  well  as  by  the  want  of  wifdom  in  the  cabinet,^  .1 
it  was  now  propofcd  to  purfue  the  war  with  more  vi-  ; 
goLir  in  thofe  parts.     Some  ftrong  efforts  had  been  j 
jnade  in  1776  to  remove  the  obftacles  that  had  ^o  long 
reftrained  its  progrefs,  and  the  officers  employed  in 
that  kivice  had   furmounted   wondrous   difiiciilties. 

Tli^ 
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The  burthen  of  this  fervlce  fell  upon  the  officers  and 
men  in  that  quarter  of  the  world,  whofe  abilities,  zeal 
and  perfeverance,  were  worthy  of  the  prai&s  of  thofc 
who  employed  them.     It  was  an  arduous  tafli   they 
were  at  this  time  to   perform.     They   had   almoft  to 
create  a  fleet  of  above  thirty  fighting  velTels,  of  differ- 
ent forts  and  fizcs,  all  furniilied  with  cannon,  which 
was  a  very  ftupendous  work;    for  though    fome  of 
thofe  that  were  at   this  time   built  were  conftrucled 
from  old  veffels.,  the  advantage,  except  what  was  de- 
rived from  the  materials,  was  very  little.     The  labour 
in  forming  and  building  them  was  much  the  fame  as 
if  the  materials  had  been  new.     But  this  was  not  the 
hardeft  part  of  the  labour,  nor  the  greatell  difficulty 
that  flood  in  the  way  of  the  progrefs  of  this  expedi- 
tion.    Thefe  veffels  were  to  be  tranfported  overland, 
and  dragged  up  rapids  againft  the  ftream  for  a  confi- 
derable  length  of  way.     It  w^as  a  taflc  of  great  magni- 
tude to  carry  30  long  boats,  a  number  of  flat  boats, 
a  gondola,  weighing  90  tons,  and  400  batteaus,  up 
the  rapids  of  Therafa  and  St.  John's.     The  labour, 
attending  the  execution   of  this  w^ork,   appeared  fo 
grievous  and  perplexed,  that  it  even  damped  the  vi- 
gour of  the  Engliih  feamen.    They  did  not  intend  to 
bear  the  whole  burden  of  this  work;  the  foldiers  had 
alfo  their  ftiare  in  the  labour  and  fatigue;  and,  what 
wa^  both  unreafonable,   and  a  thing  to  be  lamented, 
thepeafants  aijd  country  people  of  Canada  were  taken 
from  their  plows  and  other  employments,  and  com- 
pelled by   power  to  bear  a  Ihare  in  toils  and  labour, 
from  which  they  could  derive  neither  honour  nor  ad- 
vantage.    The  whole  proceeding  had  more  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  proje6l  of  knight-errantry,  than  a  fcheme 
of  any  utility  for  fubduing  the  colonifts.     It  fhevved 

what 
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what  zeal  and  flrength  could  do,  rather  than  difco- 
vered  what  reafon  would  have  fuggefted  to  men  en- 
dowed with  rational  powers  and  faculties. 

This  equipment  was  compleated  in  the  fpace  of 
three  months,  but  the  nature  of  the  fervice  required 
that  it  (hould  have  been  done  fooner.  The  winter 
was  faft  approaching,  two  inland  feas  to  be  paffed,  the 
force  of  the  enerny,  which  was  not  known,  was  to  be 
conquered,  and  the  ftrong  pofbs  of  Crown  Point  and 
Ticonderago,  defended  and  fupported  by  them,  were 
to  be  encountered  fword  in  hand. 

To  thefe  impediments  were  added,  the  communica- 
tions between  the  Lakes  Champlain  and  St.  George 
did  not  admit  the  paffage  of  thofe  veflels  of  force, 
which,  though  fuccefsfal  in  the  one,  might  be  equally 
wanted  in  the  other.  And  though  all  thefe  difficul- 
ties were  furmounted,  and  Lake  George  palTed,  there 
ftiil  remained  a  lono-  and  dano;erous  march,  through 
intricate  forefts,  wild  moraffes,  and  an  uncleared 
country,  ftill  in  a  ilate  of  nature,  before  they  could 
reach  Albany,  which  was  the  firft  poft  to  the  fouth- 
ward  that  could  afford  them  the  fmalleft  accommoda- 
tion. Thefe  difficulties  vaniflied  in  the  eyes  of  the 
commanders,  who  had  promiled  much,  and  imagined 
that  the  ruggednefs  of  tjie  road  would  be  the  greateft 
impediment  in  their  way  to  Albany.  The  force  of 
the  provincials  v/as  fcarcely  ever  taken  into  the  ac- 
count. The  objeds  which  they  had  in  view  were 
great,  the  glory  to  be  obtained  tempting,  and  their 
anxious  defirc  of  obtaining  the  end  which  they  had  in 
view  fcemed  to  Icfien  difficulties  which  would  have 
been  infurmountable  to  perlons  of  a  cold  and  languid 
relolution.  They  fuggefted  to  thcm.felves,  that  provid- 
ed they  could  recover  the  Lakes,  and  reach  Albany  be- 
fore 
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fore  the  feverity  of*  winter  fet  in,  the  northern  army 
would  have  a  principal  iliare  in  the  glory  of  bringing 
the  war  to  a  period.  They  imagined  that  they  could 
pour  ruin  at  their  pleafure  either  into  the  heart  of  the 
middle  or  of  the  northern  colonies,  each  of  which  would 
be  expofed  to  them  in  its  moil  tender  and  defencelefs 
parts.  Whilft  Hud  Ton's  River  would  fecure  their  com- 
munication with  General  Howe,  it  would  likewife  fe- 
parate  and  difconneft  the  fouthern  and  northern  colo- 
nies, leaving  the  latter  to  fall  under  the  weight  of  both 
armies,  or  to  accept  of  fuch  terms  as  they  could  obtain, 
without  the  participation  of  their  brethren  in  the  fouth. 
Nor  could  General  Wafhington  attempt  to  hold  any 
poft  in  New  York  or  the  Jerfies,  with  fuch  a  fuperi- 
ority  of  force  as  already  opprefTed  him  in  front  and 
Carleton's  army  in  his  rear. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  forces  on  the  fide  of  New  York, 
encreafed  the  ardour  and  impatience,  as  well  as  the 
jealoufy  of  this  nortliern  army,  every  one  imaginino- 
that  the  v/ar  would  be  over  before  he  could  have  an 
opportunity  of  lliaring  in  the  honour  of  the  event. 

In  all  thefe  fpeculations  they  forgot  that  the  Britifli 
navy  could  not  afTift  them  in  their  w^ay  to  Albany  after 
they  paiTed  the  lakes,  and  that  whatever  progrefs  the 
troops  in  New  York  had  made,  that  it  was  more  ov/- 
ing  to  the  countenance  of  the  navy,  than  their  own 
intrepidity,  that  they  had  fucceeded.  They  could  ex- 
pert no  fhips  of  war  to  enfilade  the  enemv  at  Still  Wa- 
ter, or  Saratoga;  and  in  cafe  they  were  violently  at- 
tacked in  fome  foreil  or  fwamp,  they  would  have  no 
war  iliips  to  defend  them,  nor  tranfports  to  carry  them 
off.  It  has  been  an  infatuation  that  has  conftantly 
poilefled  the  condudors  of  this  war,  that  the  valour 
and  intrepidity  of  the  Biitilh  forces  could   fiirmount 

tvcry 
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every  difficulty,  and  that  the  provincials  were  abfo- 
iute  cowards  and  poltroons,  that  durft  not  face  arm- 
ed men.  This  language  even  in  the  midft  of  all  our 
defeats  and  difgraces,  has  been  continually  ufed  by 
every  minitlerial  hireling,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
There  could  certainly  be  little  honour  or  glory  obtain- 
ed by  brave  men  beating  cowards,  and  when  the  prow- 
efs  of  the  Britilh  troops  has  been  extolled  to  the  Ikies, 
the  Americans  have  always  been  reprefcnted  as  the 
greateft  cowards. 

'  Though  our  troops  purfued  their  work  with  the 
mod  unremitting  ardour  and  induftry,  yet  it  was  not 
till  the  month  of  Odober  that  the  new  fleet  was  in 
condition  to  feek  the  enemy  upon  Lake  Champlain. — » 
The  force  was  now  confiderable  with  refpect  to  the 
place  and  fervice,  and  extraordinary  with  refpedl  to 
^-the  time  fpent  in  preparing  it;  and  fuch  as  in  former 
times  would  have  been  accounted  a  refpedtable  force 
even  upon  the  European  feas.  The  fhip  called  the 
Inflexible,  which  was  the  admiral's,  had  been  newly 
conftruded  at  St.  John's  in  28  days  from  the  time  of 
laying  her^keel,  and  mounted  18  fix-pounders.  One 
fchooner  mounted  14,  and  another  12  fix-pounders 
befides  howitzers;  and  a  gondola,  7  nine- pounders; 
twenty  fmallveflels  under  the  denomination  of  gun- 
boats, carried  brafs  field  pieces  from  nine  to  twenty- 
four-pounders,  or  were  armed  with  howitzers. — Some 
long  boats  were  furnilhed  in  the  fame  m.anner.  About 
an  equal  number  of  large  boats  a£ted  as  tenders. — 
Thofe  that  have  been  mentioned  were  all  intended  for 
war  veflTels.  There  were  bcfides  thefe  a  great  number 
appointed  for  the  tranfportation  of  the  army,  with  its 
fl:ores,    artillery,  baggage,  and  provifions. 

The 


A.  D.  1777-        TliE    WAR    IN    AMERICA.  19^^ 

The  armament  was  condu6led  by  Captain  Pringlej 
and  the  fleet  navigated  by  700  prime  Teamen,  of  whom 
200  were  volunteers  from  the  tranfportSj  who,  af;er 
having  rivalled  thofe  belonging  to  the  fliips  of  war  in 
all  the  toils  of  preparation,  now  boldly  and'  free- 
ly joined  with  them  in  the  danger  of  the  expedition. 
The  guns  were  ferved  by  detachments  of  men  and  offi- 
cers belonging  to  the  corps  of  artillery.  No  equip- 
ment of  the  kind  was  ever  better  appointed,  or  more 
amply  furnifhed  with  all  kinds  of  provifions  for  the  in- 
tended expedition.  The  force  of  the  provincials  up- 
on the  Lakes  was  in  no  refpeCl  equal  to  that  which 
was  lent  againfl  them,  either  with  regard  to  the  good- 
nefs  of  the  veffels,  the  number  ol  guns,  the  furniture 
of  war,  or  weight  of  metal.  Though  the  colonifts  were 
fenfible  of  the  necelTity  of  preferving  the  dominion  ofj* 
the  Lakes,  and  affifted  in  that  defign  with  the  original 
force  in  their  hands,  with  a  great  advantage  in  point 
of  time  for  its  increafe,  their  intentions  in  that  refpecc 
were  counterafted  by  many  effenrial,  and  fome  infur- 
mountable  deficiencies.  They  wanted  timber,  fliip- 
builders,  artiiiery,  and  all  the  materials  neceffary  for 
fuch  an  equipment.  Carpenters  and  all  others  con- 
cerned in  IKip- building  were  fully  employed  at  the 
lea  ports,  in  conftru^ling  and  liuing  out  privateers, 
whilft  the  remotenefs  and  the  difficulty  of  the  commu- 
nication, rendered  the  fupply  of  bulky  materials  ex- 
tremely tedious. 

Confidering  the  difficulties  they  had  to  combat,  rlie 
colonifts  difcovered  a  great  degree  of  ingenuity,  fore- 
caft,  and  afiiduity,  and  fnewed  as  much  fpirit  and  per- 
feverance  as  their  enemies  had  employed  againft  them. 
Their  fleet  amounted  to  fifteen  veilelsof different  kinds, 
confifliing  of  two  Ichooners,  one  floop,  one  cutter. 
Vol.  H.  B  b  "  three 
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three  gallies,  and  eight  gondolas.  The  principal 
mounted  twcK^e  fix  and  four  pounders.  They  were 
commanded  by  Benedid  Arnold,  who  had  now  to  fup- 
port  upon  an  element,  the  reputation  he  had  gained 

by   a  Canada    expedition. And    confidering  the 

difadvantages  he  had  to  combat,  gained  as  much  ho- 
nour as  a  fea  officer,  as  he  had  done  as  a  general  of  a 
land  army. 

Upon  the  nth  of  0(5lober,  General  Carleton  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Lake,  and  difcovered  the  enemy's  fleet 
drawn  up  with  great  judgment,  being  pofted  in  a  very 
advantageous  fituation,  and  forming  a  ftrong  line  to 
defend  the  paflage  between  the  ifland  of  Volicour  and 
the  weilern  main.  They  had  at  firft  placed  themfelves 
with  fo  much  fl<:ill  behind  the  illand,  that  their  fitua- 
tion was  only  difcovered  by  accident.  Had  not  the 
royal  fquadron  difcovered  their  fituation  in  due  time, 
they  would  have  left  them  behind,  an  event,  provided 
it  had  happened,  that  would  have  been  attended  with 
the  moil  ferious  confequences.  It  has  been  faid,  that 
the  appearance  of  a  three  malted  fhip  upon  the  Lakes 
threw  the  provincials  into  the  utmofl:  confufion.  It 
does  not  appear  however  that  a  matter  of  fuch  pub- 
lic nature  fhould  have  been  fo  long  concealed  from 
them.  The  confufion  of  the  colonilts  at  the  fight  of" 
the  king's  troops  was  at  that  timx  a  very  common  ftile, 
and  conftantly  affirmed  by  the  friends  of  the  miniftry. 
The  king's  forces  found  by  experience  that  they  had 
more  to  do  than  merely  to  crofs  the  Lakes.  A  ftv.Te 
battle  enfued,  and  was  vigoroufly  maintained  on  both 
fides  s  but  the  wind  proving  unfavourable,  fo  that  the 
(hip  Inflexible,  and  fome  other  veffels  of  force  could 
not  be  worked  up  to  the  enemy,  the  weight  of  the  ac- 
tion fell  upon  the  fchooner  Carleton,  and  the  gun- 
boats 
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boats,  which  they  fiiflained  with  great  firmnefs.— < — 


Such  amazing  efforts  of  refoliition  were  difplayed,  it 
was  faid,  by  both  men  and  officers,  as  received  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  the  commanders.  This  plainly  luppofes  that 
as  fo  much  praife  was  thought  due  to  the  Britifh  fu- 
perior  force,   that  the  provincials  had  not  behaved  as 

cowards,  but  mull  have  made  »  flout  refinance. 

The  detachment  from  the  corps  of  artillery  were 
highly  diftinguiflied,  and  performed  the  mofl:  cfTential 
fervice  in  the  gun  boats.  But  the  fame  impediments 
flill  continuing,  Captain  Pringle,  with  the  confent  of 
the  general,  thought  it  neceffary  for  the  prefent  to 
withdraw  thofe  that  v/ere  engaged,  from  the  aftion. 
At  the  approach  of  night  he  brought  the  whole  fleet 
to  anchor  in  a  line,  and  as  near  as  poffible  to  the 
enemy,  in  order,  to  prevent  their  retreat.  The  king's 
forces  had  nor  much  to  boaft  of  in  this  adion,  though 
the  Americans  fuffered  feverely,  having  one  of  their 
bed  fchooners  burnt,  and  a  gondola,  carrying  three 
or  four  guns,  funk.  It  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that 
their  other  veffels  fuffered  in  fome  proportion.  They 
were  fenfible  of  their  inferiority,  and  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  the  night  of  endeavouring  to  efcape  under 
the  protecflion  of  Crown  Point.  Arnold  planned  and 
executed  this  defign  with  great  ability,  and  fo  far  fuc- 
ceeded  that  they  were  out  of  fight  next  morning. — ■ 
The  chace  was  however  continued  without  intermif- 
fion,  both  on  that  and  the  following  day,  and  the  wind 
at  lad  changing,  which  had  been  at  firft  favourable  to 
the  Americans,  became  otherwiff,  fo  that  they  were 
overtaken  and  brous-ht  to  a6lion  a  few  leas:ues  from 
Crown  Point,  about  the  middle  of  the  day,  upon  the 
13th  of  October. 
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A  warm  engagement  now  enfued,  which  continued 
for  upwards  of  two  hours,  wherein  the  colonifts  made 
a  bold  refinance,  and  made  the  King's  troops  feel 
what  they  never  expected.  During  the  time  of  the 
battle,  thofe  vefTels  that  were  a  head  pufhed  on  to 
Crown  Point,  and  paffing  it,  efcaped  to  Ticondera- 
go;  but  two  gallies  jind  five -gondolas,  which  remain- 
ed with  Arnold,  made  3i  defperate  rcfiftance.  During 
this  aftion  the  Wafhington  galley,  with  Waterberg, 
a  Brigadier-General,  and  the  fecond  in  command  on 
board,  ftruck,  and  was  taken.  Arnold  at  laft  found 
that  it  was  impoflible  to  withftand  the  fuperiority  of 
force  with  which  he  was  now  attacked,  and  alfo  found 
himfelf  but  badly  fupported  by  iome  of  the  Captains 
of  the  veffels,  he  was  determined  that  his  men  fhould 
not  be  made  prifoners,  nor  his  veffels  fall  into  the 
hands  of  his  enemies.  This  almoft  feemed  impoflible 
to  be  prevented;  but  Arn®ld,  whole  genius  was 
fruitful  of  refources,  executed  this  defign  with  equal 
dexterity  and  refolucion,  and  run  the  Congrefs  gal- 
ley, in  which  he  himfelf  was,  v/ith  the  five  gondolas 
on  lliore,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  land  the  men  fafely, 
and  blov/  up  the  veffels,  in  fpite  of  every  effort  that 
was  made  to  prevent  it.  The  refolution  of  this  in- 
trepid oiScer  llruck  even  his  enemies  with  furprife, 
and  gave  the  Englifh  commander  to  underitand,  that 
he  had  now  to  engage  with  one  who  was  in  earneft, 
and  who  would  lofe  no  opportunity  to  make  the  ' 
mofl:  of  both  misfortunes  and  advantages.  This  de- 
feat did  not  leffen,  but  raifed  Arnold  in  the  efleem 
of  his  countrymen.  He  was  praifed  and  applauded 
for  his  conduct,  and  it  was  laid  that  he  had  not  only 
behaved  like  a  brave  Ibldier,  but  that  he  had  fully  ex- 
ecuted f:hc  duty  of  an  able  naval  commander.     That 
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the  moft  experienced  feamen  could  not  have  found  a 
greater  number  of  refources,  by  the  dexterity  of  his 
manoeuvres  and  evolutions,  and  the  moft  advantageous 
choice  of  fituation,  to  compenfate  for  the  want  of  force 
than  he  did;  and  when  his  veffels  were  almoft  torn  to 
pieces,  he  retreated  with  the  fame  refolution  that  he 
had  fought ;  and  by  the  moft  happy  and  moft  criti- 
cal judgment,  prevented  his  men  and  fhips  from  fal- 
ling into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  But  they  chiefly- 
gloried  in  the  dangerous  attention  he  paid  to  a  nice 
point  of  honour,  in  keeping  his  flag  flying,  and  not 
quitting  his  galley  till  Ihe  was  in  flames,  left  the  ene- 
my Ihould  have  boarded  and  ftruck  it.  Such  intrepi- 
dity in  any  of  the  Britifti  commanders  would  have  been 
echoed  in  all  the  venal  newfpapers  throughout  the 
kingdom,  and  confidered  as  an  ad  of  heroifm  of  un- 
common magnitude. 

Lake  Champlain  was  now  recovered,  and  the  pro- 
vincial force  thereon  nearly  deftroyed,  a  galley  and 
three  ftout  veflTels  being  all  that  efcaped  to  Ticonde- 
rago;  but  the  defign  of  this  expedition  was  far  from 
being  fulfilled.  Much  was  to  he  done  before  the  nor- 
thern army  could  co-operate  with  General  Howe. — 
The  provincials  upon  the  defeat  of  their  little  fleet, 
fet  fire  to  Crown  Point,  and  deftroyed  every  thing 
which  they  could  not  carry  away,  and  left  the  place, 
and  returned  to  the  main  body  at  Ticonderago.  Ge- 
neral Carleton  took  polfefTjon  of  the  ruins,  where  he 
was  foon  joined  by  the  army.  He  remained  there 
near  a  month,  when  winter  began  to  approach,  whi<?h 
is  fevere  in  thefe  parts,  fo  it  was  not  pra6licable  to  puf- 
fue  the  prefent  advantages  far.  Detachments  and  re- 
connoitering  parties  advanced  at  one  time  on  both 
fides_  of  the  Lake,  and  proceeded  within  a  fmall  dil- 
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tance  of  Ticonderago,  zz  the  fame  time  that  fome  fpy 
veflels  appeared  within  cannon  (hot  of  the  works,  to 
examine  the  nature  of  the  channel  and  found  its  depth. 
It  was  believed  that  the  General  ordered  this  to  be 
done  with  a  defign  to  attack  the  place,  and  that  he 
had  this  projeifl  in  contemplation.  But  the  flrength 
of  the  works,  the  difficulties  of  the  approach,  the 
countenance  of  the  enemy,  and  the  ignorance  of  their 
number,  with  other  forcible  reafons,  prevented  this 
defign  from  being  executed. 

It  appears  evident  that  this  poft  could  not  be  for- 
ced without  confiderable  lofs  of  men,  whilil  the  advan- 
tages arifino;  from  fuccefs  would  have  been  comoara- 
tively  nothing.  Though  even  the  provincials  had' 
been  vanquifhed,  and  the  King's  troops  had  met  with 
no  more  refiftance,  yet  they  could  not,  like  the  New- 
Englanders,  march  in  winter  through  woods  and 
thickets,  in  the  midft  of  fnow  ahd  rain,  and  carry 
their  baggage  and  artillery  along  with  them.  This 
was  apart  of  military  exercife  that  our  Generals  were 
not  acquainted  with,  and  which  they  did  not  chufe 
to  put  in  prafticc.  To  march  on  foot  at  the  head  of  an 
army  up  to  the  knees  of  fnow,  to  plunge  through  mud, 
to  pafs  rivulets  and  waters  up  to  the  middle,  to  lye 
all  night  upon  fnow,  in  the  open  field,  were  ma- 
noeuvres of  warfare  that  even  General  Carleton  had 
not  elTayed.  To  Arnold  this  would  have  been  a  tafl-^ 
of  difficulty,  but  he  would  have  attempted  it,  and  alfo 
performed  it.  Our  men  might  have  in  fome  degree 
gone  through  the  fatigue,  but  it  would  have  been  im- 
poffible  for  a  great  many  of  the  officers  to  have  en- 
tlured  It. 

The  fcafon  was  fo  far  advanced,  that   the  pafnng  of 
Lake  (ieorge  could  not   be  undertaken   without  ex- 
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pofing  the  army  to  a  winter  campagin  in  the  inhofpi- 
table  and  imprafticable  vvikls  towards  the  fouth.  All 
that  could  be  expe6led  fro.Ti  the  taking  of  Ticondera- 
go  was  only  the  reduiflion  of  works  which  was  more 
indebted  to  nature  than  art  for  their  llrengch,  and 
perhaps  a  few  cannon;  but  as  the  army  could  not 
Ihiy  there  during  the  winter,  the  former  might  be  re- 
paired and  the  latter  replaced  by  the  provincials, 
before  the  army  could  interrupt  their  proceed- 
ings in  the  enfuing  fummer.  Bur  if  the  defence 
fiiould  be  obftinate,  although  the  King's  troops  ihould 
be  fuccefsfu',  the  army  would  thereby  be  fo  much 
weakened,  that  all  the  profpecl  of  advantage  for  the 
future  would  in  a  great  meafure  be  rendered  void. — 
The  difficulty  of  keeping  open  the  communication 
with  Canada,  and  fubhlting  the  army  during  the  win- 
ter appeared  obvious.  General  Carleton  therefore 
re- embarked  the  army,  without  attempting  to  reduce 
Ticonderago,  and  cantoned  his  men  in  Canada  for  the 
winter  in  the  bed  manner  the  country  could  afford. — 
It  is  manifeft  that  the  Eritiih  forces  in  gaining  the  do- 
minion of  the  Lake  Champlain,  met  with  a  refiftance 
which  they  did  not  expecl,  and  tnat  the  vigour  of  Ge- 
neral Carleton  for  an  imm.ediate  campaign  was  fuffi- 
ciently  abated.  Fiad  he  purfued  his  courfe  with  as 
much  refolution  as  Arnold  did  his  expedition  to  Cana- 
da in  the  former  year,  there  is  reafon  to  conclude 
that  he  m.ight  have  reached  Albany  without  much  op- 
pofition.  But  the  troops  and  velfels  had  met  with 
a  more  vigorous  oppofition  than  was  expeded, 
, and  the  lofs  of  the  King's  forces  was  greater  than  e- 
ver  the  public  were  m.ade  acquainted  with.  But  it 
has  been  the  continued  practice  throughout  the  whole 

war 
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war  to  conceal  from  the  nation  the  lofTes  which  were 
fuftained  in  the  engagements  with  the  colonifts. 

It  may  be  now  neceffary  to  take  a  view  of  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  war  in  the  fcuth,  and  confider  the  tranf- 
aclions  of  the  grand  army  in  New  York  and  the  Jer- 
fies. Near  the  conclufion  of  the  lafl  cam- 
pain.  Lord  Cornwallis  had  almoft  over-run  the 
Jerfies,  and  had  approached  near  Philadelphia. — 
Nothing,  except  the  Delaware,  appeared  to  be  an  im-  ] 
pediment  in  the  way  of  the  royal  army,  becoming  -' 
mailers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  adjoining 
provinces.  The  Americans  had  at  this  time  no  army 
competent  to  refill  the  progrefs  of  the  royal  forces.  | 
The  period  of  time  that  Wafhington's  army  had  been 
enlilled  was  now  expired,  and  the  greateftpart  of  his 
men  were  gone  home  to  their  refpeftive  places  of 
abode.  It  was  faid  that  the  number  of  his  forces  that 
continued  embodied  did  not  exceed  three  thoufand 
men.  At  the  opening  of  the  campaign  his  army  was 
rated  at  twenty-five  thoufand,  and  fome  affirmed  that 
at  that  time  it  was  more  numerous,  but  now  it  was 
greatly  reduced,  and  fcarcely  exceeded  three  thoufand 
efFeftive  troops.  Some  fmall  parties  from  perfonal 
attachment,  local  circumllances,  or  a  fuperior  perfe- 
verance  or  bravery,  (lill  continued  with  the  Gene- 
rals Wafhington  and  Lee,  but  were  fo  inconfiderable  a 
force  as  not  to  demand  much  attention  from  the  royal 
army.  it  required  fome  time  to  raife  a  new  army, 
which  in  the  mean  time  could  afford  but  little  afTift- 
ance  or  comfort  to  the  colonifts. 

About  this  time  an  accident  happened  which  wa:: 
very  detrimental  to  the  intereft  of  America,  and  tend- 
ed much  to  difcourage  the  colonies.  This  was  the 
takino;  of  General  Lee.    That  officer,   at  the  head  of     ! 

a      I 
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a  party  of  men^  being  on  the  march  to  join  General 
Wafhington,  who  had  aflennbled  the  Pennfylvania  nai- 
licia  to  fecure  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  was  from  the 
diftance  of  theBritifli  cantonments  betrayed  into  a  fa- 
tal fecurity,  by  v/hich,  in  croiTing  the  uppermoft  part 
of  New  Jerfey,  from  the  North  River,  he  fixed  his 
quarters,  and  lay,  carelefl'ly  guarded,  atfome  diftance 
from  the  main  body.  He  was  betrayed  by  an  inhabi- 
tant, for  the  fake  of  a  reward,  who  informed  Colonel 
Harcourt  of  the  fituatioii  he  was  in,  who  having  made 
an  excurfion  at  the  head  of  a  finall  detachment  of  light 
horfe,  conducted  his  meafures  with  fo  much  addrefs 
and  fecrefy,  that  the  guard  was  evaded,  the  centuries 
feized  without  noife,  the  quarters  forced,  and  Lee  car- 
ried off,  though  all  that  part  of  the  country  was  in 
his  favour,  and  feverai  guard  pofts  and  armed  pa- 
troles  lay  in  the  way.  There  feems  to  have  been 
much  carelefenefs  in  the  conduft  of  the  General  on 
this  occafion,  and  but  little  judgement  in  thofe  who 
formed  the  pods,  and  fet  up  the  patrole.  Had  the 
pods  and  patroles  been  placed  as  they  ought  to  have 
been  in  the  time  of  war  and  invafion,  it  would  h^e 
been  impoHlblefor  one  horfeman,  to  have  gone  ov'er 
fuch  a  tra6l  of  country,  to  fay  nothing  of  a  detach- 
ment, without  alarmingthe  inhabitants, and affembling 
thofe  that  had  arms.  The  fmalleft  and  the  moft  fe- 
cret  poftern  way  ought  not  to  be  neglefled,  from  the 
margin  of  the  lea  bank  to  the  centre  of  a  country, 
and  from  the  centre  to  the  extremities  of  the  whoie» 
Genera!  Lee  acted  at  this,time  with  as  littlejudgment 
as  he  did  wuch  care;  for  provided  he  had  confulted 
the  didates  of  political  wifdom  and  fagacity,  he  would 
have  kept  the  (Iridleft  guard  to  have  fhewn  the  peo- 
ple an  example,  to  put  them  in  mind  of  the  danc:;er 
Vol-  11.  C  c  they 
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they  were  in  form  a  vigilant  enemy,  that  watched 
every  opportunity  to  take  an  advantage.  By  negleft- 
ing  this  praftice,  he,  to  his  fad  experience,  fliewed  an 
example  of  the  truth  of  this  obfervation. 

In  many  cafes  the  making  a  fingle  officer  prifoner 
would  have  been  a.  thing  of  very  little  confideration 
or  moment ;  but  in  the  then  ftate  of  America,  when 
their  forces  were  raw,  a  general  deficiency  of  militia- 
ry  fl^ill  prevailed,  and  the  inexperience  of  the  offi- 
cers was  even  a  greater  grievance  then  the  want  of 
difcipline  among  the  foidiers.  In  fuch  a  cafe  the  lofs 
of  a  commander,  whofe  fpirit  of  enterprife  was  direft- 
ed  by  great  fl<.ill  in  his  profeffion,  acquired  by  active 
as  well  as  aftual  fervice,  v/as  of  the  utmoft  importance, 
and  the  more  diftreffing,  as  there  was  little  ground  to 
hope  that  it  could  be  foon  fupplied. 

As  General  Lee  was  confidered  by  thofe  at  home, 
as  the  very  chief  of  all  the  American  officers,  it  was 
imagined  that  his  being  taken  would  have  had  a  confi- 
derableeffed:upondi(treffing  the  coloniils,and  putting 
an  end  to  the  war.  The  rejoicing  among  the  tories 
and  Jacobites,  on  account  of  this  event,  was  fcarcely 
prudent,  decent  or  becoming.  Some  perfonal  ani- 
mofity  between  Mr.  Lee  and  fome  other  officers  in  the 
army,  asw^ell  as  perfons  of  power  at  court,  were  fup- 
po.fed  to  have  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  triumph 
and  exultation  on  that  occafion.  The  taking  of  Gene- 
ral Lee  was  alfo  attended  with  a  circumftance  which 
has  produced  much  inconvenience  on  both  fides,  and 
of  much  pain  and  calamity  to  many  individuals.  Not 
long  before  this  accident  a  cartel,  or  fomethingof  the 
like  nature,  had  been  eftabliilied  for  the  exchange  of 
prifoners  betw^een  the  Generals  Howe  and  Wafliing- 
ton,  which  had  been  carried  into    execution  fo  far  as 

time 
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time  and  clrcumftances  would  admit.  As  General 
Lee  was  particularly  obnoxious  to  government,  it 
was  faid,  and  fuppof^^d,  that  General  Howe  was  c :  n- 
fined  by  his  inftruAions  from  parting  with  him  upon 
any  condition,  provided  the  fortune  of  war  fiiouid  put 
him  into  his  power.  General  WaOiington  not  having 
at  this  time  any  prifoner  of  rank  equal  to  L^e,  propos- 
ed to  exchange  fix  field  officers  for  him;  the  number 
being  intended  to  balance  the  difparity  ;  or  if  this  was 
refufed,  that  he  might  be  treated  and  confidered  ac- 
cording to  liis  ftation,  according  to  the  practice  of  all 
civilized  and  poliflied  nations,  and  the  precedent  which 
the  Americans  had  already  fhewn  with  regard  to  Bri- 
tifli  officers  in  their  hands,  until  an  opportunity  offer- 
ed for  a  direft  and  equal  change.  The  pride  of  our 
miniftry,  and  the  prefcnt  fpirit  of  the  Britifti  officers 
were  raifed  to  a  degree  a  little  too  high  to  liilen  to 
any  requeft  of  this  nature Yrom  a  rebel  commander  in 
chief.  It  was  exp-e61:ed  that  in  a  little  time  the  colo- 
nifts  would  be  brought  to  the  feet  of  the  minifter, 
and  General  Lee  would  be  dealt  with  as  a  ftate  prifon- 
er, and  treated  as  one  of  the  chiefs  in  the  rebellion. 
Profcriptions  of  a  very  great  extent  were  meditated, 
and  there  v/as  nothins:  wanting^  but  fuccefs  to  let  the 
world  fee  how  minifterial  vengeance  would  be  exe- 
cuted. General  Walliington  therefore  received  for 
anfwer,  that  as  Mr.  Lee  was  a  deferter  from  his  Majef- 
ty's  fervice,  he  was  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  prifoner 
of  war;  that  he  had  not  at  all  come  within  the  condi- 
tions of  a  cartel,  nor  could  he  receive  any  of  its  bene- 
tits.  General  Lee  had  reiigned  his  half  pay  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  American  conteft,  and  was  non.e  of  his 
Majefty's  officers.  He  could  only  be  corjfidered  as  a 
fubjeft  of  government,  like  the  rcit  of  thofc  who  were 
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in  arms  in  America,  and  in  no  refpeft  came  under  the 
defcription  of  a  deferter  from  his  Majefty's  fervice.  In 
the  propofals  for  a  cartel  no  particular  exceptions  of 
perfons  had  been  made,  and  Gen.  Wafhington  treated 
this  do6lrine  of  the  miniftry  with  the  utmoft  contempt. 

In  the  mean  time  Lee  was  confined  in  the  clofeft 
manner,  and  watched  and  guarded  with  all  the  ftrift- 
nefs  and  jealoufy  which  a  ilate  criminal  could  have 
experienced  in  the  moll  dangerous  political  conjunc- 
ture. This  conduct  not  only  fufpeaced  the  cartel,  but 
induced  retaliation  on  the  other  fide;  fo  that  Colonel 
Campbell,  who  had  hitherto  enjoyed  every  degree  of 
liberty  confiftent  with  his  condition,  and  had  been 
treated  with  great  humanity  by  the  people  of  Bofton, 
was  now  thrown  into  a  dungeon,  and  treated  with  a 
rigour  equal  to  the  indulgence  he  had  formerly  expe- 
rienced.  The  officers  who  were  prifoners  in  the 

ibuihern  colonies,  though  they  were  not  treated  fo  fe- 
yereiy  as  Colonel  Campbell,  \vere  however  deprived 
of  their  parole  liberty,  and  other  conveniencies,  which 
made  their  fituation  uncommonly  eafy.  It  was  de- 
clared that  their  future  treatment  fhould  in  every  de- 
gree be  regulated  by  that  which  General  Lee  experi- 
enced, and  that  their  perfons  fhould  be  anfwerable  in 
the  utmoft  extent  for  any  violence  that  was  offered  to 
him.  According  to  the  rules  of  juftice,  our  miniftry 
could  expedl  no  other  fort  of  condud  from  the  colo- 
nifts  towards  our  officers,  and  whatever  might  happen 
to  them,  the  blame  mult  have  refted  upon  themfelves. 

According  to  the  boafting  of  that  time.  General  Lee 
was  to  have  been  brought  over  to  England  to  be  tri- 
ed as  a  ftate  prifoner,  and  there  is  no.queftion,  that  if 
the  miniftry  had  not  been,  embarraffed  with  regard  to 
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their  own  officers  which  were  prifoners  in  Arnericaj 
General  Lee  v/ould  have  felt  their  vengeance  to  the 
utmoft  extent.  But  though  he  was  particularly  ill 
ufed  for  a  time,  the  fituation  of  many  Britifli  officers 
preferved  him  from  the  vengeance  that  was  intended 
for  him. 

In  the  midft  of  the  feveral  trying  circumftances 
which  happened  about  this  time,  the  American  con- 
grefs  fhev/ed  a  wonderful  fteadinefs  and  refolution. — 
Far  from  defponc'  ng,  or  giving  way  to  any  thing  like 
unconditional  fubmiffion,  they  made  no  overtures  to- 
wards any  fort  of  an  accommodation.  Pride,  Ihame, 
and  the  hope  of  fubduing  the  colonifts,  prevent  the 
government  to  make  any  propofals  of  accommodation  to 
the  congrefs.  The  colonifts,  as  was  neceflary  in  their 
prefent  fituation,  prepared  to  renew  the  war  with  all 
the  vigour  they  were  mafters  of,  and  to  repair  their 
fhattered  forces  with  the  utmoft  diligence.  It  was 
imagined  that  by  their  loffies  in  the  Jerfies,  and  on 
other  parts  of  the  continent,  that  they  would  never  be 
able  again  to  make  any  refiftance  againft  the  King's 
forces i  and  that  the  lofs  of  General  Lee  would  totally 
break  their  fpirits.  But  all  thefe  events  only  roufed 
them  the  more,  and  called  forth  into  exercife  every 
latent  principle  of  exertion  that  remained  in  their 
fouls.  They  were  now  convinced  that  temporary  ar- 
mies were  not  competent  for  the  great  objedl  they  had 
in  view,,  and  that  though  men  engaged  for  a  ffiort  and 
limited  time  might  repel  a  fudden  invafion,  yet  when 
oppofed  to  the  conftant  attacks  of  a^powerful  enemy, 
and  the  continual  effiarts  of  regular  forces,  they  were 
far  from  being  fufficient.  They  found  in  experience, 
that  they  could  not  hope  with  an  army  of  new  men, 
changed  every  year,  to  make  any  effeftual  ftand  againft 

veteran 
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veteran  troops,  and  their  prefent  critical  fituation  did 
not  permit  time  for  chapges  of  trained  men  for  new 
levies,  which  for  fome  time  could  be  a  little  fervice. 
To  remedy  this  evil  tor  the  future,  which  could  not  be 
guarded  againft  at  prefent,  the  congrefs  iffued  orders 
about  the  middle  of  September  for  levying  S.8  batta- 
lions, the  foidiers  being  bound  by  the  terms  of  enlill- 
ment  to  ferve  during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

The  number  of  battalions  which  each  colony  was 
by  this  ordinance  appointed  to  raife  and  fupport,  may 
be  confidered  as  nearly  an  exacb  political  fcale  of  their 
comparative  ftrength  framed  by  thofe  who  were  in- 
terefted  in  its  correctnefs,  and  well  acquainted  with 
their  refpe6tive  circumftances.  Maifachufett's  Bay 
ana  Virginia  were  the  highefc  in  the  fcale,  being  to  fur- 
nifh  15  battalions  each;  Pennfylvania  came  next,  and 
was  rated  at  12,  North  Carolina  9;  Connefiicut  and 
Maryland  8  each;  New.  York  and  the  Jerfies  each 
4,  the  latter  being  confidered  as  one  government. — 
This  was  the  prefent  compliment  of  men  to  be  raif- 
ed  to  make  up  a  Handing  army  during  the  continuance 
of  the  war,  aftd  when  full,  were  thought  fufficient  for 
any  emergency.  It  mufl  be  allowed  that  the  congrefs 
took  every  rational  itep  to  form  this  army,  and  the 
army  when  raifed  did  notdifappoint  their  expeftations. 
Money  was  not  wanted,  nor  any  encouragement  that 
could  be  given  to  animate  the  fpirits  of  the  people  to 
enlifl. 

The  liberality  of  the  congrefs  in  its  encourage- 
ment to  the  troops  was  proportioned  to  the  neceflity 
of  fpeedily  compleating  the  new  army.  They  not  on- 
ly gave  a  bounty  of  twenty  dollars  to  each  foldier  at 
the  time  of  enllfting,  but  allotted  lands  at  the  end  of 
the  Wur  to  fuch  as  furvived^  and  to  the  reprefentatives 
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of  all  that  fhould  happen  to  be  flain  In  battle  in  differ- 
ent ftatcd  proportions,  from  500  acres,  the  allotment 
ofaColonel,  to  150,  which  was  that  of  an  Enfign; 
the  private  men   and    the  non-commifTioned    of?^cers 

were  to  have    100    acres   each To  prevent    the 

thoughtlefs,  the  prodigal,  or  worthlefs,  obtaining  for 
trifles  what  was  due  to  the  brave  and  meritoriouc,  for 
their,  blood  and  fervices,  all  thefe  lands  were  render- 
ed unalienable  during  the  war,  no  affignment  being  to 
be  admitted  as  its  conclufion.  The  congrefs  had  be- 
fore, as  an  encouragement  to  their  forces  decreed, 
that  all  the  officers,  by  fca  or  land,  who  were  or 
might  be  difabkd  in  adion,  fl^ould  receive  during  lifc;, 
one  half  of  the  monthly  pay  to  which  they  were  en- 
titled by  their  rank  in  die  fcrvice,  at  the  time  of  their 
meetino- with  the  misfortune.  Thou,Q;h  thefe  encou- 
ragements  were  great,  yet  it  appears  as  if  the  condi- 
tion of  ferving  during  the  war  was  not  generally  a- 
greeable  to  a  people  lb  little  accuflomed  to  any  kind 
of  fubordination  and  reilraint.  So  that  in  the  month 
of  November  the  congrefs  found  it  necelTary  to  adniit 
of  another  mode  of  enlifting  for  the  term  of  three 
years.  This  was  certainly  more  reafonable,  though 
perhaps  ii  might  not  anfwer  the  purpofc  of  a  fcanding. 
army  fo  well.  According  to  this  new  mode,  the  fol- 
diers  were  to  receive  the  fame  bounty  wi[h  others, 
but  were  cut  off  from  any  allotiTients  of  lands.  It 
has  been  affirmed  bv  the  people  at  home  that  even 
after  all  thefe  encouragements  that  the  bufinefs  of  re- 
cruiting went  on  flowly.  But  this  does  not  at  all  ap- 
pear; for  when  the  time  of  aclipn  called  them  forth, 
we  do  not  find  that  their  armies  were  deficient;  and 
even  the  Britifh  minifler  in  the  fenate  affinned,  though 
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afterwards  he  changed  his  tone,  that  they  were  dou- 
ble in  number  to  the  King's  forces.    . 

The  rcafon  of  making  promifes  of  land  to  the  foldi- 
ers  was  intended  to  be  a  counter  balance  to  a  fimilar 

meafure  adopted  by  the  crown. Large  grants 

of  vacant  lands  were  made,  to  be  diftributed  at  the 
end  of  the  troubles  to  every  one  of  the  royal  highland 
emigrants,  and  feme  other  new  raifed  troops  in  Ame- 
rica, as  a  reward  for  their  expelled  zeal  and  loyalty 
in  the  redu6lion  of  the  colonics.  A  meafure  which 
tended  more  to  excite  and  increafe  the  animofity  of 
the  people,  than  any  others  which  could  have  been 
devifed  in  fuch  circumftances.  For  they  univerfally 
confidered  the  term  vacant  as  fignifying  the  fame- thing 
as  forfeited,  which  being  an  eiFe(5l  of  the  treafon  laws 
yet  unknown  in  America,  excited  the  greater  hor- 
ror J  the  people  being  well  aware,  from  the  experi- 
ence of  other  countries,  that  if  the  fwects  of  forfeiture 
were  once  tailed  it  would  be  equally  happy  and  unu- 
fual  if  any  other  limits  than  thofe  which  nature  had 
afligned,  could  reftrain  its  operation.  The  annual 
fupplies  raifed  in  the  colonies  by  their  refpeftive  af- 
femblies  being  infufficient  to  provide  for  the  extraordi- 
nary expences  of  lb  large  an  army,  together  with  other 
numerous  contingencies  infeparable  from  fuch  a  war, 
the  congrefs  found  it  neceflary  to  negociate  a  loan  to 
anfwerthefe  purpofes.  They  accordingly  paffed  a  re- 
folution  to  borrow  five  millions  of  dollars  at  an  interefl; 
of  four  percent,  and  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  for  the  payment  of  both  principal  aud  inte- 
refl. 

The  wifdomand  prudence  of  the  congrefs  did  not 
forfike  them  in  the  time  of  the  greatcft  hardlhipsi — 
they  always  found  expedients  and  refources  anfwera- 
ble  to  the  exigencies  of  their  affairs.     In  this  critical 
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fltiiation  of  their  country,  when  the  prefervation  of 
their  country,  and  the  prefervation  of  Philadelphia 
was  aimed  hopelefs,  and  at  a  time  when  Lord  Gornvval- 
lis  had  over-run  the  Jcrfies,  and  the  Britilli  forces 
had  taken  poireffion  cf  the  towns  and  pofts  on  the 
Delaware,  the  congrefs  publiflled  an  addrefs  to  the 
people  in  general,  but  more  particularly  to  thofe  of 
Philadelphia  and  the  neighbouring  itates.  The  inten- 
tion of  this  addrefs  was  to  awaken  the  attention  of  the 
people,  remove  their  defpondency,  renew  their  hopes 
and  fpirits,  and  confirm  their  intentions  of  fupporting 
the  war,  by  fliewing  that  no  other  means  were  left 
for  the  prefervation  of  their  ri;^hts  and  liberties,  for 
"which  they  originally  contended.  But  it  was  princi- 
pally defigned  to  promote  the  compleating  of  the  new 
army,  and  to  call  out  the  inhabitants  to  the  defence 
of  Philadelphia.  For  thcfe  purpofes  they  enumera- 
ted the  caufes  of  the  troubles,  the  grievances  they  had 
endured,  the  late  oppreffive  laws  that  had  been  pafTed 
agamfl:  them  ;  they  infuled  much  upon  the  contempt 
that  had  been  thrown  upon  their  petitions  and  appli- 
cations for  redrefs  of  grievances  ^nd  to  fhew  that  no 
alternative  but  v/ar,  or  a  tame  fubmifiion  and  refigna- 
tion  of  all  that  could  be  dear  to  mankind  ;  they  affert- 
ed,  that  even  the  boailed  commifnoners  for  giving 
peace  to  America,  had  not  offered,  nor  did  yet  of- 
fer, any  termis  but  pardon  upon  abfolute  fubmifiion. — 
From  this  detail  and  thefe  premifts  they  deduced  the 
necefnty  of  the  act  of  inde;)endence,  affirming  that  ic 
would  have  been  impofnble  for  them  to  have  defend- 
ed their  rights  againit  lb  pov/erful  an  aggreiTor,  aided 
by  large  armies  of  foreign  mercenaries,  or  to  have 
obtained  that  a(u (lance  fi-om  ether  ftates  which  was 
abfckuely  neceffary  to  their  prefervation,  whillt  they 
Vol.  II.   '  D  d  acknowledged 
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acknowledged  the  ibvereignty,  and  confeiredthemfelves 
Jlibjecls  of  that  power  againll  which  they  had  taken 
up  arms,  and  were  engaged  in  (b  cruel  a  war.  They 
let  forth  the  fiiccefb  that  had  hi  general  attended  their 
caufe  and  exertions,  contending  that  the  prefent  ilate 
of  weaknefs  and  danger  did  not  proceed  from  any  ac- 
tual lofs  or  defeat,  or  from  any  defe<5t  of  valour  in 
their  troops,  but  merely  from  the  expiring  of  the 
terms  of  thofe  fiiort  enliflments,  which  had  in  the  be- 
ginning been  adopted  from  zn  attention  to  the  eafe  of 
the  people.  They  afiured  them  that  foreign  ftates 
had  already  rendered  them  eflential  iervices,  and  had 
given  them  the  mofbpofitive  alTurances  of  further  aid. 
And  they  excited  the  indignation  c^f  the  people  by  ex- 
patiating upon  the  unrelenting,  cruel,  and  inhuman 
manner  in  which  the  war  v/as  carried  on,  not  only  by 
the  auxilliaries,  but  even  by  the  Britifh  forces  them- 
felve:i.  They  infilled,  with  an  energy  peculiar  to  men 
fenfiblc  of  fo  great  an  injury,  upon  the  behaviour  of 
the  Britifli  men  and  officers,  in  murthering  the  de- 
fencelefs,  plundering  the  innocent,  ravifhing  women, 
and  dedroying  infants.  The  colouring  on  this  occa- 
fion  might  polTibly  be  too  ftrong,  but  it  has  been  aN  | 
lowed  on  all  hands  that  there  was  too  much  reafon  for 
complaints  of  this  kind.  This  odium  fell  firil  up- 
on the  Flefllans,  and  fmce  that  rime  has  refted  upon 
ihem,  though  the  Britifli  troops  were  far  from  efca- 
ping  a  fliare  of  this  i.mputation.  The  former  being  na- 
turally fierce,,  cruel,  and  ignorant  of  th.e  rights  of  man- 
kind, were  acquainted  with  no  laws  but  thofe  of 
delpotifm,  and  with  no  manners,  except  thole  efl.i- 
bliihed  within  the  narrow  confines  of  their  own  go- 
vernment, knew  no  diflinftion  between  ravaging  and 
piundering  an  enemy's  country,  where  no  prefent  ad- 
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vantage  was  intended,  except  booty,  nor  any  future 
benefit,  except  that  of  weakening  the  enemy,  and  the 
reducing  a  mal-content  people  to  a  due  fenfe^jf  obedi- 
ence to  their  fov€reign. 

It  was  faid,  to  reconcile  thofe  barbarians  to  fo  new 
and  flrange  an  adventure,  fome  idea  had  be-en  held 
out  to  them  in  Germany,  that  they  (hould  obtain  laroe 
portions  of  lands  which  they  were  to  conquer  in  Ame- 
rica j  and  that  this  notion,-ho\vever  abfurd,  had  made 
them  at  firit  confider  the  original  poirrffors  as  their 
natural  enemies;  but  when  tkey  difcorered  th^ir  mif- 
take,  they  confidered  the  moveable  plunder  of  the 
country  not  only  as  a  m.atter  of  right,  but  as  an  ade- 
quate recompence  for  undertaking  fuch  a  voyage,  and 
engaging  in  fuch  a  war.  Perhaps  this  military  rapine 
and  plunder  may  be  accounted  for  without  fuch  adop- 
tion as  this  now  mentioned.  It  was  obferved  from 
the  beginning,  the  mod  mortal  antipathy  fubfided  be- 
tween the  Americans  and  Heinans  :  the  former  con- 
tending for  freedom  and  filled  v.'ith  the  higheft  notions 
of  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  regarded  with  equai 
contempt  and  abhorrence  a  people  whom  they  con- 
fidered as  the  moft  fordid  of  all  mercenary  flaves,  in 
refigning  all  their  faculties  to  the  will  and  pleafure  of 
a  petty  defpotj  and  becoming  the  ready  inibuments 
of  cruel  tyranny.  They  reproached  them  with  the 
higheft  degree  of  moral  turpitude  in  thus  engaging  in 
a  domeftic  quarrel,  in  which  they  had  neither  intereil 
nor  concern,  and  quitting  their  homes  in  the  old  world 
to  butcher  a  pe,ople  in  the  new,  from  whom  they  had 
never  received  thefmalleil:  offence  or  injury,  but  who 
on  the  contrary;,  had  for  a  century  pad,  aitorded  a 
comfortable  afylum  to  their  harraHed  and  opprefTed 
coiintrymienj     who    had    fied    in    multitudes    thither 
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to  efcape  from  ii  tyranny  fifnilar  to  that  under  which 
they  were  now  acting,  and  to  enjoy  the  bleffings  of  a 
liberry  moft  generoufly  held  out  to  them,  of  which 
thefe  mercenaries  would  moft  impiouriy  bereave  the 
Germ -ill  a:  well  as  the  Englifli  Americans.  Such  fen- 
tim.t  nis  and  reproaches  did  not  fail  to  encreafe  their 
natural  ferocity  and  rapacioufnefs,  and  it  is  faid  that 
they  continued  in  acourfe  of  plundermg  until  they  be- 
came fo  encumbered  and  loaded  with  fpoil,  and  fo  anx- 
jouh  tor  its  prefc/vation,  that  it  turned  to  be  a  great 
hindrance  to  their  military  operations.  It  is  a  thing 
obvious  to  ail  who  have  confideied  human  nature,  and 
made  obfeivations  upon  the  different  characters  of 
iTscn  in  fociety,  that  thofe  under  defpotic  governments 
are  generally  the  moft  ignorant  and  the  moft  cruel  of 
mankind,  and  keeneft  of  plundering  their  enemies. — 
]!Vlen  who  are  inftruftcd  in  the  rights  of  human  nature, 
unlefs  ill  the  very  heat  of  paffion,  will  be  ready  to  go- 
vern tneir  behaviour  by  the  laws  of  humanity,  and 
iliudder  at  cruelty  which  perverts  the  iirft  principles 
of  nature. 

However  much  this  copduft  of  the  HefTian  troops 
inight  be  contrary  to  the  nature  and  difpofjtion  of  the 
Bruifh  com  nanders,  it  was  an  evil  not  eafily  to  be  re- 
medied. They  were  afraid  to  hazard  the  fuccefs  of 
the  war  in  fo  diftant  a  fituation,  and  fuch  precarious 
and  critical  circumftances,  by  quarrelling  with  auj^ila- 
ries  who  were  nearly  as  numerous  and  powerful  as 
their  own  forces.  Allowances  were  ncceiTary,  it  was 
faici,  to  be  made  lor  dil^erences  of  manners,  opinions, 
and  even  ideas  of  -.r.ijitary  rules  and  pra«5lice.  Men 
muft  make  fouie  apologies  for  errors  which  they  them.- 
felves  in  Ibme  meafure  purfuci  and  which,  although 
rhey  do  not  proceed  in  the  fame  manner,  in  the  end 
'  Coa"\c 
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come  to  the  fame  conclufion.  It  will  be  inipofTible, 
by  any  principles  of  moral  rc«flitiide,  to  vindicate  ei- 
ther thepradice  01  the  warriors  or  the  authors  of  the 
war. 

General  Howe  had  undoubtedly  great  difRculty  to 
fupport  that  character  which  he  and  his  family  have 
long  fuilained,  by  aCling  according  to  his  willies  in 
managing  pai  ties  on  this  occafion.  It  was  next  to  im- 
polfible  that  the  devaftation  and  diforder  praiflifed  by 
the  HelTians  fliould  not  operate  upon  theBritiih  troops. 
It  would  have  been  difficult  to  punifli  tranfgreflions 
on  the  one  fide  which  were  pra6tifed  without -referve 
or  reprehenfion  on  the  other.  Every  fuccefsful  devi- 
9.tion  from  order  and  difcipline  in  war  is  generally  fuc- 
ceeded  by  others  Hill  greater.  No  relaxation  can 
take  place  without  the  mod  ruinous  confequences. 
The  foidier  who  at  firft  flirinks  at  trifling  cxcefles,  will, 
in  a  fhort  time,  if  they  pafs  without  reprehenfion,  pro- 
ceed without  hefitation  to  the  grcateit  enormities. 

From  the  caufes  above-mentioned  arofe  thele  com- 
plaints of  the  Americans  concerning  the  defolation 
that  was  fpread  over  the  Jerfies,  and  which,  by  aftedlincr 
friends  and  moderate  people,  as  well  as  enemies,  did 
great  injury  to  the  royal  caufe.  The  latter  were 
thereby  united  more  clofely,  and  urged  to  aftion,  and 
the  former  were  in  great  numbers  detached  from  the 
royal  caufe.  This  effedt  was  not  confined  to  the  im- 
mediate fufterers;  it  extended  through  the  colonies, 
where  the  accounts  of  the  conduct  of  the  armv  wa-^ 
publifhed,  and  imbittered  the  minds  of  all  the  colonics 
againfc  the  military  and  the  caufe  they  were  fupport - 
ing,  When  the  accounts  of  the  barbarities  of  our 
army  were  tranfmitted  to  H,urope,  they  greatly  affec- 
t,ed  our  national  charafter^  efpeciaily  in  France,  where 

the 
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the  people  in  general  through  the  whole  courfc;  of  this 
conteft  have  been  firongly  on  the  fide  of  the  Ameri- 
cans. Among  thofti  the  reports  were  received  gree- 
dily and  as  readily  believed.  There  was  one  proceed- 
ing that  was  greatly  cenfured  by  all  our  neighbours, 
and  juftly  deferyed  to  be  reprobated  by  all  civilized 
nations;— that  was  the  deftrudion  of  the  public  libra- 
ry at  Trenton,  and  of  the  college  and  library  at  Prince- 
town,  together  with  a  celebrated  orrery  made  by  Pot- 
tenhoufe,  faid  to  be  ihe  beft  in  the  world.  Thefe  were 
deftroyed  by  our  army  wijthout  remorfe  or  compunc- 
tion. It  would  appear  that  the  Englifh  and  German 
troops  made  war  with  literature  itfclf;  for  the  library 
■dt  New- York  feems  to  have  met  with  the  fame  fate, 
for  a  Glafgow  bookfeller  declared  in  paffing  through 
Newcaftle,  that  he  publilhed  a  book  in  (jialgow,  which 
was  part  of  the  plunder  of  New-York.  In  the  molt 
Gothic  times  of  barbarity  it  was  ieldom  known  that 
places  of  learning,  or  thofe  of  public  worfhip  were 
plundered  by  the  fierceft  enemy.  It  was  left  to  the 
prefent  poiifhed  and  polite  age,  and  the  prefent  mild 
government,  to  make  war  with  literature  and  the  gof- 
pel.  To  turn  places  of  divine  worfliip  into  theatres  or 
playhoufes,  o;-  to  reduce  them  to  afhes,  was  referved 
for  thofe  heroes  who  aifted  under  the  aufpices  of  a  mi- 
niller  who  had  once  been  difgraced  for  cowardice  and 
difobedience  by  the  higheft  authority,  and  knew  bet- 
ter to  pufli  on  others  to  dangerous  exploits  than  rilk 
his  own  life  in  the  fmalleft  degree.  The  invifibie  en- 
ergy of  this  cowardly  influence,  feems  to  have  pervad- 
,ed  the  whole  meafures  of  our  army  on  this  occafion, 
and  pufhed  theni  on  to  pra6lices  which  future  ages  will 
retiett  upon  with  horror  and  altoniflimcnt.  The  pre- 
fident  of  the  college  of  Princetovvn  in  New  Jerfey  was 
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become  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  the  friends  of  govern- 
ment; he  had  been  called  from  North  Britain  to  that 
appointment,  and  had  for  many  years  been  con- 
fpicuous  for  an  attachment  to  liberty.  The  leading 
party  in  his  own  country,  who  were  never  his  friends 
while  he  continued  there,  were  the  principal  promo- 
ters of  the  American  war  in  North  Britain,  and  as  he 
•was  well  known  to  many  in  the  army  who  were  con- 
ne6led  with  that  party  and  their  friends,  it  was  fup- 
pofed  that  the  difpite  fliewed  to  this  college  was  prin- 
cipally aimed  at  the  prefident.  He  was  lately  made 
a  member  of  the  continental  congrefs,  which  rendered 
him  (till  more  confpicuous  as  well  as  obnoxious.  A 
fermon  which  he  preached  before  the  congrefs,  tho' 
a  very  moderate  and  fenfible  difcourfe,  was  ferved  in 
Scotland  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  college  over  which 
he  prefided  was  ferved  in  America.  It  was  publilh- 
ed  in  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow  with  notes  moft  dif- 
refpeftful  to  the  autlior,  and  the  caufe  which  he  was 
engaged  in  fupporting.  The  old  enmity  that  was 
flicwn  to  him  when  in  his  own  country,  on  this  occa- 
fion  broke  out  with  new  violence,  and  tiiat  party 
which  has  long  been  fapping  the  foundation  of  the 
church  of  Scotland,  ihewed  an  inclination  by  their  at- 
tacks upon  his  chara(fter  to  aim  a  blow  at  the  church- 
es in  America.  In  England  their  obfervations  were 
laughed  at,  and  in  America  dcfpifed,  but  their  inten- 
tions were  thereby  known,  and  their  folly  made  mani- 
fefl:  to  all  men. 

In  about  a  month  after  the  taking  of  New  Yorlc, 
the  inhabitants  of  that  iQand  pref^rnted  a  petition  to 
Lord  and  General  Howe,  the  commifiioners  for  reftor- 
ing  peace  to  the  colonics,  figned  by  Daniel  Ilorfc- 
mander  and  Oliver  de  Enny,  and  946  otlitrs,  declaring 

their 
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their  allegiance,  and  their  a  ckn  civ  I edgjnent  oC  the  ccH- 
fi'itutlonal  authority  of  Great  Britain  over  the  colonies, 
and  praying  that  in  conlfquence  of  former  declarations 
iillied  by  the  cominiffioners,  that  the  city  and  country 
might  be  reftored  to  his  Ma-jefty's  peace  and  protec- 
tion. This  petition  to  the  commifTioners  was  follow- 
ed by  another  to  the  fame  purpofe,  from  the  freehold- 
ers and  inhabitants  of  Queen's  County  in  Long  lOand. 
It  was  obfcrved  of  thefe  petitions,  that  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  conftitutional  fupremacy  in  one,  and 
of  the  conftitutional  authoiity  in  the  other,  was  ve- 
ry guardedly  cxprefTed,  all  mention  of  parliament 
and  the  great  queftion  of  unconditional  fubmiflion 
being  totally  left  untouched. It  is  alfo  remarka- 
ble, that  though  the  inhabitants  of  New  York  Ifland, 
and  Queen's  County,  befides  raifing  a  confiderable  bo- 
dy of  troops  for  the  king's  fervice,  and  eftabliihing 
a  ftrong  militia  for  the  common  defence,  had  given 
every  other  teftimony  of  loyalty  that  could  be  ex- 
pected or  wifhed,  yet  their  petitions  were  not  taken 
notice  of,  nor  were  they  redored  to  thofe  rights  which 
they  expefted  in  confequence  of  the  declarations,  as 
well  as  of  the  late  law  for  the  appointment  of  com- 
miffioners. 

The  doubtful  and  critical  fituation  of  Philadelphia, 
which  by  a  night  or  two's  froft  would  have  been  ex- 
pofcd  to  the  BritiQi  forces,  obliged  the  congrefs,  about 
the  end  of  the  year  to  remove  to  Baltimore  Town,  in 
Maryland.  In  this  Hate  of  public  dang-r,  the  Ameri- 
cans were  not  a  little  alarmed  by  feme  diiTentlons  in 
the  congrefs.  The  declaration  for  independency,  as  was 
alreatly  mentioned,  had  rnet  with  much  oppontion  in 
l^hiladelphia,  not  only  from  the  tories,  but  from  many 
who  in  all  matters  had  been  amongfc  the  molt  forward 

in 
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in  oppofing  the  claini  of  the  crown  and  parliament.— 
The  carrying  of  the  queftion  through  the  province  by 
a  great  majority  was  far  from  lelTening  the  bitternefs 
of  thofe  who  oppofcci  it,  among  whom  were  moft  of 
the  quakers,  who  were  a  powcriul  body  in  that  colo- 
ny. The  difcontented  in  this  affair,  as  is  often  the 
cafe,  forgetting  their  former  profeffions  and  princi- 
ples, mingled  their  paffions  and  lefentmentswith  their 
prefent  oppofuion,  and  joined  v/ith  thofe  they  had  for- 
merly perfecuted  and  defpifed,  againft  their  friends, 
whereby  a  ftrong  and  formidable  oppofition  was  for- 
med. This  oppoHtion  appears  to  have  been  formed 
of  men  who  joined  in  oppofition  to  government  at  firft 
from  principles  of  mere  private  intereft,  or  had  in  the 
hurry  of  party  been  brought  over  to  take  a  fide,  with- 
out confidering  well  the  confequences.  Thefe  were 
fomewhat  like  a  party  we  have  at  home,  Vv'ho  will  ex- 
claim loudly  againft  the  meafures  of  the  government, 
which  appear  to  alTeft  their  own  interefb,  but  in  the 
time  of  a  general  eleftion,  either  for  fear  of  fom.e 
private  lofs,  or  for  the  fake  of  a  bribe,  will  aifl  diame- 
trically contrary  to  all  their  profcfnons  of  public  fpi- 
rit,  and  declared  regard  to  the  common  v/eal. 

In  confequence  of  this  diilention,  and  ill  fuccefs  of 
the  provincial  arms  during  a  great  part  cf  the  cam- 
paign, fom.c  v;ho  minded  their  own  interefL  and  fafety 
more  than  the  comm.on  caufe  of  the  colonies  deferted 
the  congrefs,  and  lied  to  New-York  to  the  Britifli 
commifiioners  to  claim  the  benefit  of  :he  general  par- 
don that  had  been  ollcred,  expetfling  as  matters  then 
ftood  to  return  fpecdily  home  in  triuniph.  Among 
thefe  v;as  Mr.  Galiov:ay,  whom  we  fnall  have  occa- 
fion  to  ta];e  notice  of  afterwards  ;  tlie  family  cf  the 
Aliens,  and  fome  other  leading  men  in  Pennfylvania 
"\'o}.II.  Ec  and 
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and  the  Jerfies.  Thefe  were  not  fo  troublefome  to 
the  cclonifts  as  fome  others  who  kept  their  places^^ 
who  were  fo  numerous  that  upon  the  approach  of  the 
King's  forces  to  the  Delaware^  they  prevented  the  or- 
der for  fortifying  Philadelphia  from  being  carried  into 
execution.  This  inconfiftent  and  alarming  opera- 
tion in  the  feat  of  life  and  aiStion,  obliged  General 
Walhino  t':n  to  decach  three  regiments  under  the  com.- 
mand  of  Lord  Stirling,  efFedually  to  quell  the  oppo- 
fition  of  party,  and  to  give  energy  to  the  meafure  of 
fortifying  the  city.  This  decifive  conduft  anfwered 
all  hJs  purpofcs,  except  that  of  fortifying  the  city,  a 
defign  which  feems  to  have  been  given  up  as  not  prac- 
ticable, or  probably  not  thought  neceflary  at  this  time. 
The  feafon  of  the  year  began  now  to  turn  fevere, 
though  the  froft  was  not  fo  fet  in  as  to  make  a  paf- 
fage  acrofs  the  Delaware;  the  King's  troops  found 
it  neceflary  to  go  into  cantonments  about  the  middle 
of  December.  Their  cantonments  formed  an  exten- 
five  chain  from  Brunfwick  on  the  Rariton  to  the  De- 
laware, occupying  not  only  the  towns,  pods,  and  villa- 
ges, which  came  within  the  dcfcription  of  the  line,  but 
thofc  alfo  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  for  feveral 
miles,  fo  that  the  latter  compofed  a  front  at  the  end  of 
the  line,  which  looked  over  to  Philadelphia.  The 
royal  forces  feemed  now  to  enjoy  perfect  tranquility, 
and  there  appeared  no  danger  of  their  defigns  being 
interrupted,  or  of  their  fecurity  putting  them  in  dan- 
ger. The  Americans  were  in  fuch  a  fituation,  as  feemed 
not  to  promife  any  thing  in  their  favour,  nor  threat- 
en any  moleliaLion  to  their  enemies.  In  this  ftate  of 
affairs  a  bold  and  intrepid  enterprize  was  executed, 
which  in  its  firft  appearance  fliewed  more  of  brilliancy 

than 
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than  real  energy,  but  in  its  confequences  changed  in 
a  great  meafure  the  whole  fortune  of  che  war. 

General  Walhington,  who   had   more  through  de- 
fign  than  necefnty  reduced  his  army  to  the  feemingly 
low  flate  in  which  it  then  was,  had  uicd  all  methods  in 
his  power  to  make  the  enemy  believe  in  the  prefenc 
appearances,  and  had  fufnciently  impreiTed  them  with 
an  idea  of  his  impotency.    On  this  account  the  King's 
forces,  imao-inino;  there  was  now  vio  danger,  began  to 
enjoy  themfcives  la  their  winter  quarters,  and  lived  in 
a  fecurity  confiftenc  with  their  ideas  of  fafety.     Colo- 
nel Rail,  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  was  Ration- 
ed with  three   battalions   of  Heflians,   a  few  Britilli 
light  horfe,  and  fifty  Chaifeurs,  making  in  ail  about 
fifteen  hundred,  at  Trenton,  on  the  Delaware,  which 
was  the  higheil  pod  that  the  Britilh  troops  occupied 
upon  that  river.     Colonel  Donop  lay  at  Bordentown, 
a  few  miles  lov/er  down  the  river ;  a  third  body  was 
Itationed  at  Burlington,  within  twenty  miles  of  Phila- 
delphia. The  troops  at  Trenton,  as  well  as  the  other 
corps  in  the  neighbouring  cantonments,  partly  from  an 
apprehenfion  of  the  weaknefs  of  the  enemy,  and  part- 
ly from  the  contempt  in  which  they  held  them,  confi- 
dered  themfelves  in  as  perfect  a  itate  of  fecurity,  as  if 
they  nad  been  performing  garrilbn  duty  in  their  own 
country,  in   a  time  of  the  profoundeft  peace.     This 
fuppofed  fecurity,  as  is  ufual  with  military  people,  in- 
creafed  the  licentioufnefs   and  laxnefs  of  difcipline, 
which  has  been  already  taken  notice  of,  and  produced 
an  inattention  to   the  poffibility  of  a  furprize,   which 
upon  no  principles  of  military  prudence  can  be  julli  ti- 
ed, in  the  neighbourhood  of  an  enemy  however  vs^eak 
and  contemptible. 

E  e  2  General 
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General  Wafliington  had  partly  forefeen  what  would 
happen,  and  njade  himfelf  paiticuUrly  acquainted 
with  all,  the  circumftances  of  the  troops  in  thefe  can- 
tonments, and  as  he  perceived  the  danger  that  was 
iniended  for  i^hilidfipiiin,  thought  it  was  now  a  pro- 
per occancn  to  prevent  it,  by  giving  his  enemies  a 
blow  that  they  would  fmcerely  feel.  To  perform 
this  defign,  he  refolvcd  to  attack  the  Britifli  troops 
in  their  cantonments,  by  bringing  his  troops  toge- 
ther in -one  point,  and  by  making  an  attack  upon 
them  it-parately,  make  a  bold  pulli  to  defeat  them  in 
their  fcqueftered  and  fecure  fituation.  Should  he  hap- 
pen to  facceed  only  in  part  of  his  plan,  he  v/as  per- 
luaded  he  could  make  his  enemies  contraft  their  can- 
tonments, and  make  them  forfake  the  vicinity  of  the 
river  when  they  found  that  it  was  not  a  funicient  guard 
to  cover  their  quarters  from  infult  and  danger.  By 
this  means  he  would  for  the  prefent  fecure  Philadel- 
pui.r,  Vs/hich  was  the  principle  objedt,  of  his  attention. 
For  ihefe  purpofes  he  took  the  neceffary  meafures  for 
ailcmbung  his  troops,  which  corfifled  chieMy  of  drafts 
from  the  m'.litia  of  Pennfyivania  and  Virginia.  Thefc 
were  to  march  in  three  divifions  to  an  appointed  fla- 
tion  on  the  Delaware  as  foon  as  it  was  dark,  and  with 
as  little  noife  as  polTible.  This  was  performed  upon 
the  evcnins;  of  Chriilmas.  7\vo  of  thefe  divifions  were 
commanded  by  the  Generals  Erving  and  Cadwallader, 
the  firit  of  Vvhich  was  to  pafs  the  river  at  Trenton- 
Ferry,  about  a  mile  below  the  town,  and  the  other 
flill  lower  towards  Bordentcwn.  The  principal  corps 
was  commanded  by  General  Wafliington  in  perfon, 
ailiiied  by  the  Generals  Sullivan  and  Green,  and  cou- 
fifled  of  about  2500  rnxn,  provided  with  a  train  of  tea 
iinall  brafi   lield  pieces.     V/ith  his  corps  he  arrived 
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at  Mr.  Kenny's  Ferry,  at  the  time  appointed,  hoping 
before  midnight  to  pais  over  that  divifion,  and  the  ar- 
tillery, and  then  it  would  be  no  difficui:y  to  reach 
that  place  before  daylight,  and  effeclually  to  furprize 
Colonel  Rail's  brigade.  The  palTage  was  however 
difficult;  the  river  was  fo  encumbered  with  i-ce  that 
it  was  with  great  labour  they  could  work  the  boats 
crofs  the  river,  v/hich  retarded  their  paffage  fo  much 
that  it  was  near  four  o'clock  before  it  was  completed. 
They  were  alfo  hindered  in  their  march  by  a  violent 
llorm  of  fnow  and  hail,  which  rendered  the  way  fo  flip- 
pery,  that  it  was  with  diliicultv  they  reached  the  place 
Qf  their  dellination  by  eight  o'clock. 

The  detachments  were  formed  in  two  divifions  im- 
mediately  upon  their  landing,  one  of  which  turning  to 
their  right,  took  the  lower  road  to  Trenton;  and  the 
other,  with  General  Wafliington,  proceeded  along  the 
upper  road  to  Pennington.  Notwithftanding  the  de- 
lays and  interruptions  they  met  with,  and  the  advan- 
ced Hate  of  day  light,  the  Heflians  had  no  knowledge 
of  their  approach,  until  an  advanced  poft  at  fome  dif- 
tance  from  the  town  was  attacked  by  the  upper  divi- 
fion; the  lower  divifion  about  the  fame  time  driving  in 
the  out  grounds  on  their  fide. — The  regiment  of  Rail 
having  been  detached  to  fupport  the  picquet  which 
was  firlt  attacked,  was  foon  put  into  diforder  by  the  re- 
treat of  that  party,  and  obliged  to  rejoin  the  main 
body.  Colonel  Rail  now  bravely  charged  the  enemy, 
but  being  foon  mortally  wounded,  the  troops  were 
thrown  into  diforder,  after  a  fhort  encounter,  and  dri- 
ven from  their  artillery,  which  confifted  ot  fix  brafs 
field  pieces.  Thus  overpowered  and  nearly  Kirround- 
ed,  after,  an  ineffedual  attempt  to  retreat  to  Prince- 
town,   the  three  regiments  of  Rail,   Lofsberg,    and 
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Knyphaijfen,  were  obliged  to  furrender  prifoners  of 
war.  Some  few  of  the  ChaffeurSj  and  fome  flragglers 
made  their  efcape  along  the  river  fide  to  Bordentown. 
Several  of  the  Helfians  that  had  been  out  plundering 
in  the  country,  and  accordingly  abfent  from  their  duty 
that  morning,  took  the  fame  way  of  faving  themfelves, 
while  their  crime  v/as  concealed  under  the  general 
misfortune. 

The  iofs  of  the  Heflians  in  killed  and  wounded  v/as 
very  inconfiderable;  their  iofs  in  this  refpecl  did  not 
exceed  forty  at  mod.  The  Iofs  of  the  Americans  was 
ilill  more  inconfiderable.  The  prifoners  amounted  to 
918.  Thus  one  part  of  General  Wafliington's  plan 
was  executed  with  fuccefsj  but  the  two  others  failed 
in  the  execution,  the  quantity  of  ice  being  fo  great  that 
the  divifions  under  Erving  and  Cadwallader,  found  the 
river  at  the  places  they  were  to  crofs  impafiible.  Had. 
not  this  happened,  and  that  the  firft  according  to  his 
orders  had  been  able  to  take  poffellion  of  the  bridge 
over  Trenton  Creek,  not  one  of  thofe  that  fled  to  Bor- 
dentown would  have  efcaped.  Had  the  defign  been 
executed  in  all  its  parts,  and  the  three  divifions  had 
joined  after  the  affair  at  Trenton,  it  feems  probable, 
that  they  would  have  fwept  all  the  pofts  on  the  river 
before  them. 

In  his  prefent  fituation.  General  Walliington  could 
not  proceed  farther  in  his  plan  of  operation.  The 
force  he  had  with  him  was  far  from  being  able  to 
maintain  its  ground  at  Trenton,  there  being  a  body  of 
light  infantry  at  Princetown,  which  was  only  a  few 
miles  dillant,  which  by  the  junction  of  Donop's  bri- 
gade, or  other  bodies  from  the  neareft  cantonments, 
would  have  foon  fwallowed  up  his  little  army.  He  ac- 
cordingly repaffcd  the  Delaware  the  fame   evening, 

carrying 


A.  D. -r;?;*         THE     WAR    IN    AMERICA.  22 J 

carrying  with  them  the  prifoners,  who  with  their  artil- 
lery and  colours,  afforded  a  day  of  new  and  joyful  tri- 
umph in  Philadelphia.  This  fmall  fuccefs  wonderful- 
ly raifed  the  fpirit  of  the  colonifts.  It  is  a  ftrange,  but 
a  general  difpofition  in  mankind  to  be  more  afraid  of 
thofe  they  do  not  know,  than  of  thofe  with  whom 
they  are  acquainted.  Difference  of  drefs,  of  arms, 
comple<5lion,  bread,  colour  of  the  hair  or  eyes,  with 
the  general  mein  and  countenance,  have  on  various 
occafions  had  furprizing  effeds,  upon  even  brave  and 
experienced  foldiers.  The  Heffians  had  hitherto  been 
very  terrible  to  the  Americans,  and  taking  a  whole 
brigade  of  them  prifoners,  appeared  fo  incredible  at 
Philadelphia,  that  at  the  verylitime  they  were  marching 
to  that  city,  people  were  contending  in  different  parts 
that  the  whole  Itory  was  a  fiftion,  and  that  indeed  it 
could  not  be  true.  The  charm  was  however  broken, 
and  the  Heffians  were  no  longer  terrible.  Thefe 
invincible  troops  were  found  both  to  be  vulnerable, 
and  capable  of  being  fubduedj  and  the  Americans 
found,  that  by  fuitable  exertions  of  their  own  flrength 
they  were  a  match  for  the  molt  terrible  of  their  ene- 
mies. From  this  time  they  began  to  underftand  their 
own  importance,  and  made  our  men  find  their  impref- 
lion  more  heavily  than  for  fome  time  before.  This 
fo  far  turned  the  fcale  of  fuccefs,  that  our  troops  ne- 
ver after  that  time  gained  an  advantage  that  was  of  any 
real  emolument  to  them. 

General  Walhington  w^is  now  reinforced  by  feveral 
regiments  from  Virginia  and  Maryland,  as  well  as  with 
thofe  of  that  province  under  his  command,  -\vere  mucii 
diftinguifhed  in  the  hard  fervice  of  the  enfuing  winter 
campaign.     The  furprize  at  Trenton  did  not  excise 
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lefs  amazement  in  the  Britilli  and  auxiliary  quarters 
than  it  did  joy  in  thofe  of  the  iVmericans.  That  three 
old  veteran  regiments  of  a  people  that  made  war  a 
profefTion,  fliould  lay  down  their  arms  to  a  ragged  and 
untrained  militia,  and  that  with  fcarcely  any  lols  on 
their  fide,  feemed  an  event  of  fo  extraordinary  a  na- 
ture, that  it  gave  full  fcope  to  the  operation  of  con- 
jefture,  fufpicion,  cenfure,  and  malignity,  as  different 
perfons  were  differently  affedled.  General  Howe  was 
blamed  for  making  foextenfive  achain  of  cantonments; 
Rail  was  blamed  for  marching  out  of  the  town  to  meet 
the  enemy  i  and  the  Hefiians  were  blamed  for  cow- 
ardice in  the  opinion  of  their  allies.  General  Howe 
was  certainxy  led  into  this  error  by  the  deep  fcheme 
which  General  Walhington  had  laid, — and  he  was 
catched  in  a  Inare  that  very  few  perfons  could  have  e- 
fcaped.  The  American  General  had  fo  exquifitely 
counterfeited  weaknefs,  fear,  and  diflrefs,  that  even 
his  own  friends  had  the  fame  apprehenfions  that  his 
enemies  had  concerning  his  fituation.  It  was  no  won- 
der that  General  Howe  imagined  there  was  no  danger 
from  a  General  that  appeared  to   have  neither    men, 

money,  nor  any  prefent  relburces. The  friends  of 

General  Howe  vindicated  his  charafter  by  ailedging 
that  he  not  only  depended  upon  the  weaknefs  of  the 
enemy,  but  was  influenced  to  make  fuch  cantonments  - 
to  cover  and  proted:  Monmouth  countv,  where  a  great 
number  of  the  people  were  weli-afleded  to  govern-^ 
ment.  It  was  added  in  his  defence,  thac  perhaps  no 
line  of  cantonments  or  pofts  can  be  fo  perfedtly  con- 
trived as  act  to  admit  of  an  impreflion,  in  fome  part, 
by  a  force  much  inferior  to  the  aggregaic  power  of  the 
defenlivc.  It  upon  the  whole  appears  ihvit  on  tliis 
occafion    General   Howe  w.is   outwitted   by   General 
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General  Wafhington.  As  to  Colonel  Rail,  provi- 
ded the  charge  againft  him  was  jufl:,  his  mifconduft 
proceeded  from  the  fame  error  which  prevailed  general- 
ly among  both  officers  and  men  of  the  B.ritifli  as  well 
as  the  Heflian  forces.  From  their  fiicceiies  and  fuperio- 
rity  in  the  former  campaign,  which  they  perceived 
they  had  in  every  a<ftion,  they  held  the  colonifts  in  the 
utmoft  contempt,  both  as  men  and  as  foldiers ;  and 
were  ready  to  attribute  all  their  advantages  to  their 
own  perfonal  bravery,  w^hich  were  in  fad  derived  from 
a  number  of  other  occurent  circumftancesj  from  mi- 
iitarvlkill,  experience,  and  difciplinc  ;  from  the  fu- 
perior  excellence  of  their  fmall  arms,  artillery,  and  of 
all  other  engines  and  fuppli^s  aeceflary  for  war  j  and 
ftill  more  particularly  to  a  i)etter  fupply,  and  a  more 
dexterous  ufe  of  the  bayonet,  which  gave  them  a  great 
fuperiority  over  the  Americans,  who  were  but  badly 
furnifhed  with  this  kind  of  arms,  and  were  not  expert 
in  the  ufe  of  them. 

The  King's  troops  began  now  to  perceive  that  they 
had  more  to  do  than  fport  themfelves  in  winter  quar- 
ters. The  alarm  that  was  now  fpread  induced  the 
Britifh  andauxilliary  troops  immediately  to  aiTemble, 
and  General  Grant,  with  the  forces  at  Brunfwick  to 
advance  fpeedily  to  Princetown,  whilflLord  Cornwal- 
lis,  who  was  gone  to  New- York  on  his  way  to  Eng- 
land, found  it  necelTary  to  delay  his  voyage,  and  re- 
turn to  the  defence  of  the  Jerfies,  They  found  that 
they  were  not  without  an  enemy  to  encounter,  for 
General  Wailiington  having  received  reinforcements, 
had  again  pafTed  the  Delaware,  and  was  with  his 
whole  force  at  Trenton.  Lord  Cornwaliis  advanced 
prefently  to  attack  him,  and  found  him  flrongly  poll- 
ed at  the  back  of  Trenton  Creek,  and  in  pofTdfion  of 
Vol.  IL  F  f  the 
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the  Bri(5ge   and  other  pafies,    whicli  were  well  co- 
vered and  defended  by  artillery.     After  a  few  fkir- 
miflies,  a  cannonade   eniued,  which  continued  until 
njo-hr.     The  Bricifb  forces  on  this  occafion  wereobli- 
ped  to  proceed  vvith  confiderable  caution,  and  the  re- 
membrance of  the  fate  of  the  HefTians  made  our  of- 
ficers more  cautious  than  on  fome  former  ogcafions. 
A  brigade  of  the   Britiili   troops  lay  that  night   at 
Maidenhead,    fix  miles   from  Trenton,    and   another 
upon  its  march  from  Bi  unfwick,  confiflmg  of  the  17th, 
the  40th,  an;!  55th  regniients,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel    M/iwkood,  were  at  PrincetoAvn, 
about  t:ie  famedillance  from  Maidenhead.     This  be- 
iniJ  the  fuuation  of  both  fides.  General  Wafhington, 
who  was  far  from  intenq^  to  hazird  a  battle,  hav- 
ing ufed  the  neceffary  pr*autions  of  keeping  up  the 
patroies,  and  every  other  appearance  of  remaining  in 
his  camp,  and  leaving  fmall  parties  to  go  the  rounds 
and  guard  the  bridge  and  the  fords,  he  withdrew  the 
refl  of  his  forces  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  with  the 
.rnod  profound  filence.     They  marched  with  fuch  ex- 
pedition to   Princetown,    that    fuppofe    they   took  a 
«t  large  coir.pafs  by  Ailenfcon,  partly  to  avoid  Trenton, 
or  Affumpink  Creek,  and  partly  to  avoid  the  brigade 
which  lay  at  Maidenhead,  their  van  fell  in  at  fuprize 
next  morning  with   Colonel  Mawhood,  who  had  juft 
begun  his  march.     Mawhood,  not  having  the  fmall- 
eft   idea  of  their  force,  being' prevented  by  the  fog- 
ginefs  of  the  morning  and  other  circumllances  from 
feeing  its  extent,  confidered  it  only  as  an  attempt  of 
fome  flying  party  to  interrupt  his  march,  and  having 
difperfed     thofe    by     whom     he     was     firft     attack- 
ed, pufhed   forwards  without  further  apprehenfions. 
But  in  a  fliort  time  he  found  that  not  only  the  17th 


regiment 


Ac  D.  1777-  'i'H^'    WAR    IN    AMERICA.  zxy 

regiment,  whicli  he  led,  was  attacked  on  all  fides  by  a 
fiiperior  force,  but  that  it  v/as  alfo  feparated  and  cut 
off  from  the  reft  of  the  brigade,  while  he  difcovered 
by  the  continual  diftant  firing,  that  the  55tl),  which 
followed,  was  not  in  better  circumilances. 

In  this  dangerous  fituation,  Colonel  Mawhood 
Hiewed  much  bravery,  and  his  regiment  behaved  with 
great  firmnefs.  After  a  violent  engagem.ent,  arfid  the 
greateft  exertions  of  courage  and  difcipirVre^-  they  at: 
length  forced  their  way  through  the  enerhy  with  their 
bayonets,  and  purfued  their  march  to  Maidenhead. 
The  35th  v/as  feverely  prelicd,  and  iindirtg  it  impoffi- 
ble  to  purfue  their  march,  retreated,  and  returned  by 
Hillfborough  to  Brunfwick.  'The  40Lh  regiment, 
which  was  ftill  at  Princetown  when  the  action  begun, 
fuffered  lefs  than  the  others,  'and  retreated  by  ano- 
ther road  to  the  fame  place.  The  coloniils  confelfed 
the  bravery  of  Colonel  Mawhood  and  the  17th  regi- 
ment, and  declared  that  nothing  could  exceed  their 
valour  and  intrepidity."  Tke  accounts  of  the  killed 
and  wounded  on  this  occafion  are  fo  differently  repre- 
fented  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  cxtraft  the  truth  with  cer- 
tainty from  fo  many  various  reprefentatioDs.  Our 
accounts  fay  that  the  number  of  killed,  confidering 
the  warmth  of  the  engagement,  was  not  fo  confidera- 
ble  as  might  have  been  cxpecled  ;  it  was  however  al- 
lowed that  2,00  of  thefe  three  regiments  v/ere  taken 
prifoners,  and  the  killed  were  fomewhat  fev/er.  The 
lofs  of  the  Americans  was  faid  to  be  much  greater> 
efpecially  in  killed,  though  from  their  ov/n  accounts 
we  are  infornied  that  even  in  flain  the  number  of  their 
men  v/as  inferior  to  ours.  They  loll  Major  General 
Mercer  belonging  to  Virginia,  who  v/as  much  efteem- 
ed  and  lam.ented.    Some  have  endeavoured  to  account 
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for  a  phasnomenon  in  this  laft  wai-j  which  has  always 
at  home  been  reprefenced  as  a  fa6l,  that  there  were 
always  more  of  the  colonifis  killed  in  every  adion 
than  there  were  of  the  King's  troops.  The  manner 
of  accounting  for  this  difparity  in  the  flain  is,  that 
the  arms  of  the  coloniils  were  not  fo  good,  nor  did 
they  know  how  to  iife  them  fo  well,  as  the  King's 
forces;  that  in  loading  their  pieces  in  the  hurry  of 
a6lion  they  did  not  take  time  to  charge  properly. — 
This  is  a  defed  common  to  both  fides,  and  if  a  piece 
is  not  properly  charged,  the  goodnefs  of  it  will  pro- 
duce little  effefti  all  the  effed  proceeding  from  a 
good  firelock  depends  upon  the  charging  of  it.  The 
foldiers  in  our  regiments  were  not  all  veterans  more 
than  the  Americans;  and  a  young  recruit  new  come 
to  a  regiment,  though  he  knows  fomethingof  the  ex- 
ercife,  will  be  jutt  as  raw  in  the  day  of  battle  as  a  mi- 
litiaman or  a  colonifl,  and  be  in  as  great  a  hurry  in 
loading  his  piece. 

This  phasnomenon  is  refolved  by  the  Americans  by 
denying  the  fad,  and  affcrting  on  the  other  hand  that 
in  all  engagements  upon  equal  ground  and  equal  ad- 
vantages, the  difference  of  killed  and  wounded  on  each 
fide  was  very  nearly  equal .  Whatever  there  may  be 
in  this  difpute,  one  thing  is  certain,  that  the  colonifis 
had  the  better  in  this  engagement. 

This  fpirited  anc|  unexpected  movement  of  Wafli- 
ington,  with  its  animated  confequences,  recalled  Lord 
Cornwaliis  from  the  Delaware,  who  was  not  without 
apprehenfion  for  the  fafety  of  the  troops  and  the 
magazines  at  Brunfwick.  The  Americans  ilill  avoid- 
ing a  generar  aclion,  and  fatisfied  with  the  prefent 
advantages,  crofTed  the  Mileftone  River,  without  any 
further  attempt.     In  a  few  weeks  however  they  over- 
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run  Eaft  Jerfey  as  well  as  the  Wed,  fpreading  them- 
ielves  over  the  Rariton,  even  unto  ElTex  county,  where- 
by feizing  Newark,  Elizabeth-town,  and  Woodbridge, 
they  became  mafters  of  the  coaR  oppolite  to  Staten 
Ifland.     They  took  their  principal  poits  with  fo  much 
judgment,  that  it  was  not  pra6ticable  to  diflodge  them. 
The  King's  army  retained  only  the  two  pufts  of  Biunf- 
wick  and  Aiiboy,  the  one  fuuated  a  few  miles  up  tne 
Rariton,  the  other  on  a  point  of  land  near  its  mouth, 
and   both  holding  an  open  communication  v»'ith  N-tw 
York  by  fea.     Thus    by  a  few  well- concerted    and 
fpirited  adlions  was  Philadelphia  faved,  Pennfylvania 
freed  from  danger,  the  Jerfies  clearly  recovered,  and 
a  viftorious  and  far  fuperior  army  reduced  to  act  up- 
on the  defenfive,   and    for  fevcral  months  retrained 
within  very  narrow  and  inconvenient  limits.     Thefe 
adions,  and  the  raifing  himlelf  from  the   feemingly 
loweft  flate  of  diftrefs  in  v/hich  he  appeared  to  be  in, 
exalted  the   charader  of  General   WaOiington   as  a 
commander  very  high  both  in  Europe  and  America; 
and  with  his   proceedings   and  fubfequent    conduft 
ferved  altogether  to  give  fandion  to  that  appellation 
which  is  now  generally  applied  to  him,  of  the  Ameri- 
can Fabius.     Thefe  events   cannot  be  attributed  to 
any  mifcondudl  in  the  Britifh  officers   and  the  men 
whom  they  commanded,  but  depended  entirely  upon 
the  happy  application  of  a  number  of  powerful  and 
concurring  circumftances,  which  were  far  beyond  their 
reach  to  controul.     Many  of  thefe  things  which  now 
happened  had  been  f®refeen   and   foretold   from   the 
beginning,  both    by  *thofe  who  oppofed  publicly  or 
regretted  in  private  this  war,  and  as  others  are  obvi- 
ous to  all  men,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention 
fome  of  thofe  caufes  that  clogged  it   with  particular 
di^iCukics. 

The 
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The  principal  of  thefe  were,  the  vaft  extent  of  that 
continent,  with  its  unufual  diftribution  into  great 
trafbs  of  cultivated  and  wild  territory,  the  long  extent 
of  fea  coaft  in  its  front,  and  the  boundlefs  waftes  at 
the  back  of  the  inhabited  countries,  afforded  refource 
or  fhelter  in  all  circumftances;  the  numberlefs  inac- 
cefiable  pods  and  ftrong  natural  barriers  formed  by 
the  various  combinations  of  woods,  miountains,  rivers, 
lakes,  and  raarfhes.  All  thefe  properties  and  circum- 
ftances, with  others  appertaining  to  the  climate  and 
feafons,  may  be  faid  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  inha- 
bitants in  a  defenlive  war.  To  thefe  may  be  added 
others  lefs  local. — The  unexpected  union  and  un- 
known ftrength  of  the  colonies,  the  judicious  appli- 
cation of  that  ftrength  by  fuiting  the  defence  to  the 
nature,  genius,  and  abilities  of  the  inhabitants,  as  well 
as  to  the  natural  advantages  of  the  country,  thereby 
rendering  it  a  war  of  pofts,  furprizes,  and  (Icirmifties, 
infteadof  a  warof  battles.  To  all  fhefe  may  be  add- 
ed, the  people  were  not  bridled,  by  ftrong  cities,  nor 
fettered  by  luxury  in  thofe  that  were  otherwifc,  fo 
that  the  reduction  of  a  c;|pital  had  no  effed  upon 
the  reft  of  the  provinces,  and  the  army  could  retain 
no  more  territory  than  what  it  occupied,  which  was 
again  loft  as  foon  as  it  depai;ted  to  another  quarter. 

The  army  under  Lord  Cornwall  is  was  now  fadly 
ftraitened;  during  the  remainmg  part  of  tlie  winter, 
and  the  whole  fpring,  while  they  continued  at  Brunf- 
wick  and  Amboy,  they  underwent  a  fevere  and  un- 
remitted duty,  whilft  their  ranks  were  continually 
thinned  by  a  continued  feries  of  ficirmiilies,  which 
were  produflive  of  no  rival  advantages  on  either 
fide,  except  that  they  inured  the  colon ifts  to  military 

fervice. 
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fervice.  Now  every  load  of  forage  that  was  procur- 
ed, and  every  article  of  proviAon  which  did  not  come 
from  New- York,  was  fought  for  and  purchafed  an 
the  expence  of  blood. 

jThe  confequences  of  the  late  military  outrages  in 
the  Jerfies  were  now  feverly  felt  in  theprefent  change 
of  circumftances.  As  foon  as  fortune  turned,  and  the 
means  were  in  their  power,  the  fufFerers  of  all  parties 
the  well  difpofed  to  the  royal  caufe,  as  well  as  the 
ndutrals  and  waverings,  now  roie  as  one  man,  to  a- 
yenge  their  perfonal  injuries  and  particular  opprelFion, 
and  being  pufhed  on  by  a  keener  fpur  than  any  which 
a  public  caufe  or  general  motive  could  have  excited,- 
became  its  bittereft  and  moft  determined  enemies. 
Thus  the  whole  country,  with  a  few  exceptions  be- 
came hoflile :  Thofe  who  were  incapable  of  arms,  aft- 
ing  as  fpies,  and  keeping  a  continual  watch  for  thofc 
who  bore  them,  fo  that  the  fmalleil  motion  could  not 
be  made,  without  its  being  expofed  and  difcovered, 
[before  it  could  produce  theeffeds  for  which  it  was  in- 
pnded.  Such  were  the  forward  events  that  durino- 
le  winter  damped  the  hopes  of  a  victorious  army, 
a^d  nipt  the  laurels  of  the  foregoing  profperous  cam- 
ign.  Confidering  the  behaviour  of  our  army,  it  was 
a-svjuft  aft  of  providence  v/hich  befei  them,  and  the 
Americans  were  fufficiently  vindicated  in  jullice  for 
the  prefent  retaliations. 

It  has  been  formerly  taken  notice  of,  that  feveral 
attempts  had  been  made  to  call  off  the  attention  of  the 
fouthcrn  colonies  from  the  general  alliance  to  their 
own  immediate  defence  by  involving  them  cffeftually 
in  civil  war  ajid  domeftic  contention,  either  through 
the  means  of  the  well  affefted  in  general,  the  Regu- 
lators and  Highland  emigrants  in  the  CarolinaSj  or 

of 
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of  the  negroes  in  Virginia.  The  charges  which  the 
infurgents  brought  againft  their  governors  have  alfo 
been  taken  notice  of,  namely  of  endeavouring  to  bring 
the  favages  dov/n  againlt  them^  the  people  to  promote 
their  defigns  of  tyranny  and  defpotifm.  The  difap- 
pointment  in  thefe  attempts  did  not  damp  the  zeal  of 
theBritilh  agents  among  the  Indian  nations,  nor  ren- 
dered them  hopclefs  of  ftili  performing  fome  efTential 
fervice  by  engaging  thefe  people  to  make  a  diverfion, 
and  to  attack  the  foutliern  colonies  in  their  back  and 
defencelefs  parts.  The  Indians  are  in  general  fickle 
in  their  faith,  greedy  of  prefents,  and  eager  for  fpoil, 
and  it  is  not  difficult  to  work  fo  upon  thefe  paffions  as 
to  engage  them  in  the  molt  defperate  and  inhuman 
enterprizes.  By  a  proper  application  of  prefents 
they  may  be  perfuaded  to  break  treaties  which  they 
have  lately  made,  or  to  purfue  the  moft  bafe  defigns 
againft  thofe  with  whom  the  appear  to  be  in  the 
Itrifteft  friendfliip. 

The  agents  on  this  occafion  ufed  all  the  methods 
which  were  in  their  power  to  bring  over  thofe  fava- 
ges to  their  own  fa^  age  purpofes  and  defigns.  Tli|y 
held  out  to  them  that  a  Britiih  army  was  to  landjin 
Weft  Florida,  and  after  penetrating  the  Creek*-,  Chiac- 
efaw  and  Cherokee  Countries,  and  being  joined  by 
the  warriors  of  thofe  nations,  they  were  to  invade 
the  Carolinas  and  Virginia,  whilft  another  formidable 
force  by  fea  and  land  ^vas  to  make  a  powerful  im- 
prefilon  on  the  coafts.  Circular  letters  were  fent  to 
the  fame  import  to  Mr.  Stuart  the  principal  agent  for 
Indian  affairs,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  back  fettle- 
ments,  requiring  all  the  well-affed:ed  as  well  as  all 
thofe  who  were  willing  to  preferve  tliemfelves  and 
their  families  from  the  inevitable  calamities  and  de- 

itrudion 
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flruflion  of  an  Indian  war,  to  be  in  readineG  to  re- 
pair to  the  royal  ftandard,  as  loon  as  it  was  erfefled  in 
the  Cherokee  country,  and  to  bring  with  them  their 
horfes,  cattle,  and  provifionsj  for  all  whicn  they  were 
promifed  payment.  They  w>:"re  Jikewife  required  for 
their  prefent  fecurity  and  future  diftindion  from  the 
King's  enemies,  to  fubfLribe  immediately  to  a  paper^, 
declaratory  of  their  allegiance.  This  fcheme  was  fo 
plaufible  that  it  feemed  to  operate  wonderfully  upon 
the  minds  of  the  Indians,  and  to  have  prepared  them 
in  a  great  meafure  font  ^  general  confederacy  againft 
the  colonies.  Even  the  fix  nations  who  had  before 
agreed  to  a  ftricl  neutrality,  now  began  to  commit  fe- 
veral  fmall  hoRilities,  which  were  afterwards  difavov/- 
ed  by  their  elders  and  chiefs.  The  Creek  Indians, 
more  violent,  began  the  fouthern  war  with  all  their 
ufual  barbarity,  until  finding  that  the  expecfted  fuc- 
cours  did  not  arrive,  they  vvith  a  forefight  uncommon 
among  Indians,  llopt  fuddcrily  ihort,  and  repenting 
of  what  they  had  done,  were  in  the  prefent  itate  of 
affairs  eafily  excufed:  and  being  afterwards  applied 
to  for  afliftance  by  the  Cherokees,  rcrurned  for  an- 
fwer,  tliat  they,  the  latter,  haft  plucked  the  thoin  out 
of  their  foot,  and  were  welcome  to  keep  it. 

The  Chcrokees  however  fell  upon  the  adjoining 
colonies  with  determined  fury,  carrying  for  a  part 
of  the  fummer  ruin  and  deilrudion  vv'herever  they 
they  came,  fcalping  and  flaughtering  the  people,  and 
totally  deftroying  their  fettlements.  Tney  were  ioon 
however  checked,  and  fevereiy  experienced,  that 
things  were  much  altered  fince  the  time  of  the.r  for- 
mer warfare  upon  the  fame  ground,  and  that  the 
martial  fpirit  now  prevalent  in  the  colonies  was  ex- 
tended to  their  remoteft  frontiers.  They  were  not 
Vol.  11.  G  g  only 
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only  repulfed  and  defeated  in  every  adlionby  then^eigh- 
boiiring  militia  of  Virginia  and  Carolina,  but  purfued 
into  their  own  country,  where  their  towns  were  de- 
moiifhed,  their  corn  dellroyed,  and  their  warriors 
thinned  in  repeated  engagements,  until  the  nation  was 
nearly  extirminated,  and  the  wretched  furvivors  were 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  any  terms  prefcribed  by  the  vic- 
tors, whilft  the  neighbouring  nations  were  filent  fpcc- 
tators  of  their  calamites.  The  Indian  war  was  noc 
more  fortunate  with  refpecfl  to  its  efFefts  on  the  friends 
of  government  in  thofe  quarters,  who  are  faid  to  a 
man  to  have  exprelTed  the  utmoft  averfion  to  the  au-^ 
thors,  and  abhorrence  of  the  cruelty  of  that  meafure, 
and  that  fome  of  the  chief  leaders  of  the  tories  avow- 
ed a  recantation  of  their  former  principles,  merely 
on  that  account.  It  was  in  the  midft  of  the  buftie  and 
danger  of  war,  and  when  the  fcale  of  fortune  feemed 
to  preponderate  againfi:  the  colonifts,  by  the  defeat 
on  Long  Ifland  and  the  redufhion  of  New  York,  at  a 
time  when  a  great  and  invincible  force  by  fea  and 
land,  carried  ruin  and  conqueft  wherever  it  directed 
its  courfe,  that  all  the  members  of  the  congrefs  ven- 
tured to  fign  that  remarkable  treaty  of  perpetual 
compad  and  union  between  the  thirteen  revolted  co- 
lonies. As  we  have  fcen  this  treaty  at  large  in  ano- 
ther part,  we  fhall  now  pafs  over  it  without  faying  any 


more  concerning  it. 


As  the  political  debates  of  this  year  and  the  pro- 
ceedings in  piirliament,  aie  exceedingly  long  and  diffu- 
five,  an  account  of  thein  in  this  place,  though  they 
naturally  fall  in,  would  difunite  the  hiftory  and  the 
]>roi?;rcis  of  the  warj  they  fhall  therefore  be  added 
at  the  conclufion  of  the  hiftory  of  this  year. 
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We  have  already  given  an  account  of  the  fituation 
of  the  armies  in  America  during  the  winter  and  great 
part  of  the  fpring.  As  the  feafon  opened  and  en- 
larged the  field  of  enterprizc,  the  Britifh  commanders 
feized  the  advantages  and  opportunities  which  their 
naval  fuperiority  prefented  to  them  in  a  country  deep- 
ly interfe6led  with  navigable  rivers,  and  continually 
laid  open  in  other  parts  by  the  numberlefs  inlets  and 
channels  which  the  peculiar  conftruftion  of  the  iHands 
and  coafts  admit  in  their  connediion  with  the  ocean 
and  thofe  riveis.  In.  the  mean  time,  a  confiderabie 
body  of  provincial  troops  were  formed  under  the  di- 
reclion  of  Sir  William  Howe,  which  in  pr-ocefs  of 
time  amounted  to  feveral  thoufands,  and  which  under 
that  denomination  included  not  only  Americans  but 
Britifh  and  Irifli  refugees  from  the  different  parts  of 
the  continent.  The  officers  of  this  body  v,^ere  gen- 
tlemen, who,  for  their  attachment  to  the  royal  caufe, 
had  been  obliged  to  forfake  their  refpeClive  provin- 
ces, or  thofe  who  lived  under  that  protedion  in  the 
New  York  Idands.  Thefe  new  troops  were  for  the 
time  of  their  fcrvice  placed  upon  the  fame  footing  as 
to  pay,  fubfiftence,  and  cloathing  with  the  ellablifli- 
ed  national  bodies  of  the  i-oyal  army:  With  this  ad- 
vantage to  the  private  men  iind  non-commiOioned 
officers,  that  they  were  entitled  to  confiderabie  allot- 
ments of  lands  at  the  end  of  the  troubles.  This  mea- 
fure,  befides  its  utility  in  point  of  llrength,  afforded 
fome  prefent  provifion  to  thofe,  who  having  loft  eve- 
ry thing  in  this  unhappy  contefl,  v/ere  now  thrown 
upon  the  crown,  as  their  only  refuge  and  fupporr, 
whilft  on  the  other  fide,  inftead  of  their  being  an  hea- 
vy and  unprofitable  burthen  to  the  crcwn,  they  were 
placed  in  a  condition  which  enabled  them  to  become 
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^clive  and  ufeful  inftruments  in  effetling  its  purpofes. 
At  the  fame  time  this  addition  of  ftrength  derived 
from  and  growing  in  the  count:ry,  carried  a  very  flat- 
tering appearance,  and  feemed  to  indicate  refources 
for  carrying  on  the  war  in  the  very  fcene  of  action. 
This  was  a  deception  which  government  continually 
indulged^  and  to  which  they  have  always  been 
dupes  Thofe  emigrants  and  tories,  the  greateft  of 
which  had  fled  from,  dillant  parts  with  their  families, 
and  witn  what  they  coiiid  carry  with  them,  were  much 
in  the  fame  fyiuption  with  the  army  ;  they  had  no  re- 
fidence  until  the  war  was  over,  and  could  only  for  once 
recruit  the  troops.  There  v^'cre  but  few  of  them 
that  were  in  poilcirion  of  property,  and  during  the 
time  oi  w  ir  couid  be  of  no  more  fervice  than  com- 
mon recruits;  and  provided  the  war  fhouid  end  fuc- 
cefbfullyj  could  be  of  no  more  fervice  than  any  otliers 
who  lliould  choofe  to  fettle  in  the  country.  Even  in 
thofe  parts  that  were  confidered  loyal,  it  was  only  the 
prefence  of  the  army  that  made  them  fo,  and  it  was 
neceflity,  and  not  principle,  that  drove  them  to  the 
yoval  fliandard. 

Governor  Tryon  was  placed  at  the  head , of  this 
new  corps,  who  already  in  his  civil  capacity,  com- 
manded the  miliiia,  and  who  had  been  at  much  pains 
in  (-ftablifliing  it  for  the  fupport  of  the  royal  caufe. 
He  now  b  tc  the  rank  of  a  Major-general  of  provin- 
cials. This  junction  of  a  few  tory  provincials  v/ith 
the  royal  jrmy,  was  confidered  at  home  as  a  wonder- 
ful acquifition.  I'lie  friends  of  the  miniftry  began  to 
boaft  that  the  Americans  were  all  coniing  over  to  the 
Icing's  forces,  and  that  there  were  as  many  on  the 
fide  of  government  as  there  were  on  the  fide  of  the 
cpngrcls.    This  fooiifu  and  indeed  falfc  gafconade  e?;- 
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pofed  the  friends  of  government  very  much  ;  for  it 
appeared  exceedingly  myftical  that  feeing  there  were 
fo  many  of  the  Americans  on  the  fide  of  the  royal 
caufe,  that  there  fhould  be  occafion  every  year  for 
new  recruits  to  the  army,  and  new  large  fums  of  mo- 
ney for  carrying  on  the  war.  Falfefliood  and  incon- 
fiftency  are  infeparably  connefted. 

General  Howe  having  found  by  experience  that 
the  colonics  were  nor  to  be  fn  eafily  conquered  as  he 
Imagined,  formed  apian  of  deftroying their  llores  and 
magazuies  in  ail  thofe  places  were  he  could  reach 
them  by  the  aid  and  aiTiuance  of  the  fhipping.  Fie 
was  informed  that  they  gathered  confiderable  ftores 
and  magazines  at  a  place  called  Peek's  Kill,  which 
lies  about  fifty  miles  up  the  North  River  from  New 
York,  which  ferved  as  a  kind  of  port  to  Courtland 
Manor,  by  which  it  had  received  provifions  and  dif- 
penfed  fupplies.  The  Americans  during  the  winter 
had  built  and  erefled  mills,  as  well  as  eftablifhed  ma- 
gazinesjin  a  rough  and  mountainous  traft  called  Court- 
land  manor.  This  was  a  grand  repofitory,  and  a  place 
of  great  fecurity  -,  upon  this  tlicy  had  bellowed  much 
pains  and  expence  and  furnifhed  it  with  imm.enfe  ftores 
and  provifions  of  all  forts. 

Sir  William  Howe  was  informed  of  thefe  circum- 
flances  in  general,  and  was  convinced  of  the  confe- 
quences  which  would  enfue,  provided  thefe  refources 
which  the  enemy  had  provided  with  fo  much  labour 
and  induftry  were  cut  off.  He  knew  that  a  gener^al 
attempt  upon  Courtland  Manor  would  not  only  be 
dangerous  on  account  of  the  ilrength  of  the  country, 
but  impra6ticable  fi-om  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and 
mull  prove  abortive ;  at  the  length,  parade,  and  the 
manner   of  preparation,    would  afrbrd    the    colonifts 

time 
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time  for  preparation,  and  warn  them  of  his  defign  ; 
fo  that  the  force  in  that  quarter  would  be  gathered 
againil  him,  and  he  would  h^ve  to  fight  every  inch  of 
his  way,  under  a  moral  certainty  of  lofs,  without  any 
profpedl  of  fucceeding.  And  fuppofe  he  flio'uld  even 
be  able  to  defeat  their  troops,  they  would  have  time 
to  carry  away  the  magazines  to  another  place, 

Peek's-kili  was  however  within  reach,  and  the  Ge- 
neral determined  to  profit  by  that  circumflance. 

Colonel  Bird,  v/ith  5C0  men,  under  the  prote6lion  of 
a  frigate  of  war,  and  other  armed  vcffels,.  was  fent 
lip  the  North  River  for  that  purpofe.  They  let  out 
upon  this  expedition-  upon  the  third  of  March,  and 
reached  the  place  before  the  alarm  was  given  to  the 
country.  Upon  their  approach,  the  provincials,  ei- 
ther finding  or  im.agining  themfelves  unequal  to  the 
defence  of  the  place,  and  being  convinced  that  they 
had  not  time  to  remove  any  thing  but  themfelves  and 
their  arms,  fet  fire  to  the  barracks  and  principal  itore- 
houfes,  and  then  retreated  to  a  ftong  pals  about 
two  miles  diftance,  which  commianded  the  entrance 
into  the  mountains,  and  covered  a  road  which  led  to 
the  mills  and  other  ftores.  The  Britifh  troops  found 
upon  their  landing  that  the  provincials  had  left  them 
little  to  do,  and  that  they  could  not  carry  away  what 
ftill  remained  for  want  of  time  compleated  the  con- 
flagration, and  had  the  honour  of  burning  their  ftores 

which  had  efcaped  the   hands  of  the  provincials. 

The  troops  re-embarked  after  the  fervice  was  perform- 
ed, and  the  ornament,  after  deftroying  feveral  fmall 
craft    laden   with  provifions,  returned. 

This  fervice  hov/ever  was  far  from  fulfiUincrthe  main 
defign  oi  General  Howe.  Thofe  magazines  w^ere 
not    of    lb     much    importance    and     magnitude   as 

had 
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had  been  reprefented,  and  fomething  was  (lifl  to  be 
done  to  diftrefs  the  enemy,  and  to  weaken  their  re- 
fources.  He  had  received  intelligence  that  large 
quantities  of  {lores  and  provifions  were  depofited  in 
the  town  of  Danbury,  and  other  places  in  the  borders 
of  Connecticut,  which  lay  contiguous  to  Courtland  ma- 
nor. An  expedition  was  accordingly  undercaken- 
for  the  deftru6lion  of  thefe  magazines,  the  charge  of 
which  was  committed  to  Governor  Tryon,  who  was 
alTifted  by  General  Agncv/  and  Sir  William  Erfkine. 
This  expedition  was  laid  to  have  been  formed  upon 
a  plan  of  General  Tryon,  who  had  flattered  himfelf 
with  finding  many  provincials  in  that  quarter  to  join 
him  as  foon  as  he  fnouid  appear  at  the  head  of  the 
King's  troops.  This  new  General  found  himfelf  un- 
der a  very  grievous  miftake.  The  detachment  ap- 
pointed to  thii  fervice  confifted  of  2000  men,  who 
having  embarked  under  the  convoy  of  a  proper  naval 
armament,  where  landed  in  Norwalk,  in  Connecticut, 
upon  April  25th  'about  twenty  miles  to  the  fouthward 
ofDanbury.  As  the  country  was  no  way  prepared 
for  Rich  a  viiic,  having  no  apprehenfion  of  fuch  a  de- 
fioR,  the  troops  advanced  without  interruption,  and 
arrived  at  Danbury  the  following  day.  They  now 
perceived  that  the  country  was  rifing,  not  to  join  Ge- 
neral Tyron's  ftandard,  as  he  imagined,  but  to  inter- 
cept his  retreat ;  and  as  no  carriages  could  have  been 
procured,  if  it  had  been  otherwife,  to  bring  off  the 
ttores  and  provifions,  they  iinniediately  proceeded  to 
the  deftruftion  of  the  provifions  and  magazine.  In 
the  execution  of  this  fervice  the  tov/n  was  reduced 
to  allies.  This  has  been  a  method  of  carrying  on 
war  in  which  our  army  has  been  exceedingly  fuccefs- 
fnl ;  from  whence   it  v/ould   appear  that   they  confi- 

dered 
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dered  the  country  as  no  longer  belonging  to  the 
King  but  totally  an  enemy's  country,  which  was  to 
be  wholly  laid  wafte.  Tryon  and  his  detachment 
found  this  expedition  attended  with  more  difficulties 
than  he  forefaw  or  was  aware  of;  he  did  not  expedc 
that  in  that  colony,  where  he  promifed  himfclf  fo  ma- 
ny friends,  that  he  Ihould  meet  with  fuch  refiftance: 
as  happened  to  him  in  his  return. This  detach- 
ment returned  on  the  twenty- feventh,  by  the  way 
of  Kingsfield,  without  any  fear  that  they  would 
meet  with  any  violent  afiault  from  the  people  of  Con- 
necticut. In  the  mean  time  the  Generals  Woofter, 
Arnold,  and  Sullivan,  having  colledled  as  m.any  of 
the  militia  as  they  could  upon  fo  fudden  an  emergen- 
cy, marched  with  all  expedition  to  cut  off  their  re- 
treat, or  to  interrupt  their  march,  till  a  larger  body  of 
forces  could  be  colledled.  Woofter  hung  upon  the 
rear  of  the  detachment,  whilft  Arnold,  by  croffing 
the  country,  gained  their  front,  in  order  to  difpute 
their  pafTage  through  Kingsfield.  Nor  could  the 
formidable  appearance  of  the  Britifn  forces,  who  had 
covering  parties  well  furnillied  with  field  pieces  on  their 
flank  and  rear,  nor  the  tumukuary  manner  in  which  a 
militia,  not  very  numerous,  were  got  together,  pre- 
vent the  Americans  upon  every  advantageous  ground 
from  maliing  bold  attempts  to  interrupt  the  progrefs 
of  the  King's  arrny.  In  one  of  thefe  fkirmilhes 
General  Woofter  was  mortally  wounded.  He  was 
a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  and  had  ferved  with 
reputation  in  the  two  former  wars ;  when  he  was 
vergiiig  upon  the  feventieth  year  of  his  age,  he  fell 
nobly  and  bravely  fupporting  the  liberties  of  his  coun- 
try, againft  a  power  which  he  confidered  defpotical, 
and  which  wanted  to  enflave  America.  He  di- 
ed 
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ed  with  the  fame  refolution  that  he  had  lived,  and 
was  much  lamented  by  his  friends.  The  royal  forces 
had  fcarcely  got  clear  of  Woo  Iter  when  they  found 
chemfelves  engaged  with  Arnold,  who  had  gotten 
poflelTion  of  Ridgefield,  and  with  lefs  than  an  hour's 
advantage  of  time  had  already  thrown  up  an  en- 
trenchment to  cover  his  front.  The  troops  however 
forced  the  village,  and  drove  back  the  colonids,  who 
made  a  ftout  refiftence,  confidering  the  fmalinefs  of 
their  number  and  the  hurry  in  which  they  had  beeii 
brought  together.  The  action  was  fharp,  and  Ar- 
nold difplayed  his  ufual  intrepidity.  His  horfe  hav- 
ing been  fhbt  within  a  few  yards  of  our  foremoft  ranks 
he  fiiddenly  difentangled  himfelf,  and  drawing  out  a 
piftol,  fnot  the  foldier  dead,  who  was  runnino-  up  to 
transfix  him  with  a  bayonet.  Our  men  on  this  occa- 
iion  had  but  little  to  boalt  of,  for  upon  equal  (j;rounds 
and  advantages,  Arnold's  men  were  fully  their  match. 
General  Tryon  found  none  of  thofe  loyal  Americans 
he  hoped  for  on  this  expedition.     He  lay  all  night  a'j 

Ridgefield,  and  renewed  his  march  on  the  28 th. 

The  next  day  was  not  more  aufpicious  thaftthe,  for- 
mer to  our  new  General.  The  Americans  XVere  re- 
inforced with  troops  and  cannon,  and  harr'alfed  our 
armiy  greatly  during  this  day's  march.  Every  advan- 
tageous pod  was  feized  and  cifputed,  whilft  covefin<y 
parties  on  the  flanks  and  rear  endeavoured  to  diilurb 
the  order  of  the  mxarch,  and  to  profit  of  every  di'i^cui- 
ty  of  ground.  The  army  at  length  gained  the  hill  of 
camps  within  cannon  fnot  of  the  fhips,  which"  afford- 
ed the  belt  profped  they  had  met  with  fmce  they  left 
them..  It  was  now  evening,  and  their  ammunition 
was  exhauded,  although  it  is  reported  that  they  had 
been  fupplied  with  fixty  rounds  a-man,  at  their  fetting 
v^oi.  II.  H  h  ouc 
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■  out  upon  this  expedition,.  The  forces  immediately 
formed  upon  the  high  ground,  where  the  enemy  feem- 
ed  more  determined  and  refolute  in  their  attack  than 
they  had  been  hitherto.  In  this  fituation,  the  General 
ordered  the  troops  to  advance,  and  to  charge  with  the 
boyonets-  It  was  now  the  laftpufh^  they  were  oblig- 
ed either  to  make  their  way  to  the  fnips  through  the 
enemy,  or  yield  the  day.  They  boldly  broke  through 
the  provincial  lines,  and  every  thing  being  prepared 
for  their  reception,  they  embarked  without  further 
moleftation. 

In  this  expedition  our  men  deflroyed  large  quanti- 
ties of  corn,    flour,    and  fait  provifions;   a  number  of 

tents,  with  various  military  flores  and  neceffaries. 

The  lofsof  men  on  the  King's  fide,  according  to  our 
accounts,  was  very  inconfiderable;  this  was  the  ufual 
(lile  on  thefe  occafions.  The  killed,  wounded,  and 
miiTmg,  amounted  only  to  172,  of  whom  more  than 
two- thirds  were  wounded.  The  general  lofs,  ac- 
cording to  all  our  accounts,  on  the  fide  of  the  Ameri- 
cans was  more  than  double,  and  the  number  of  the 
flain  about  four  to  one.  The  Americans  gave  a  ve- 
ry different  account  of  thefe  aftions,  and  rate  our  iofs 
as  high  as  their  own.  Perhaps  fome  allowances  are 
to  be  made  on  both  fides  in  giving  an  account  of  thole 
tranfadions.  It  is  plain  to  any  impartial  perfon  who 
reads  our  own  accounts  of  this  expedition,  that  our 
men  were  hard  preiTed,  and  exceedingly  glad  to  reach 
their  fliips,  and  that  they  never  durft  attempt  to  look 
for  eitlitr  ilores  or  provifions,  af\er  they  knew  that 
the  counay  began  to  rife;  and  if  the  impreffion  of 
the  Ariicricans  had  been  fo  feeble  as  for  near  two 
days  only  to  kill  and  wound  172  men  out  of  two  thou- 
fand,  theymit;ht  have  eafily   been   driven  back,  dif- 

perfed 
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perfed,  and  totally  routed  ;   and  the  army  having  pur- 
fued  its  nnarch  without  ib  much  molellation  as  it  met 
with  during    tiie  whole    retreat.      The   enemy  kept 
clofe  upon  them  till   they  were  under  cover  of  their 
fhips,  which  appears  to  have  been  the  Oxily  thing  that 
laved  them  from  being  totally  deftroyed  or  taken  pri- 
foners.     On   the   fide    of  our  troops   there  were   no 
officers,  it  was  faid,  killed.     The  Americans,  befides 
old  General  Woofter,   loR  feveral  gentlemen,    three 
colonels,  and  Dodor  Atwater,  a  gentleman  of  confi- 
deration    in    that    county.     The   number  of  officers 
that  happened  to  be  m   thefe  ikirmiflies  were  out  of 
al!  proportion  to  the  number  of  men.     The  rawnefs 
of  the  militia,   together  with  their  weakncfs  in  point 
of  number,  obliged  all  the  officers  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  as  well  as  gentlemen,  to  act  the  part  of  com- 
mon foldiers,  and  ufe  the  moll  uncommon  exertions, 
as  well  as  to  expofe  themfelves  in   an   extraordinary 
degree.     This  may  account  for  the  number  of  men 
of  rank  in  their  fervice  who   fell   on  their  fide.     Up- 
on the  whole  effect,  this  expedition  did   not  anfwcr 
the  expectation   upon  which  it  was  founded.     The 
ftores   at  Danbury   were    far  from   being  wliat  they 
were   reprefented  to '^  have   been;    and  though   much 
mifchief  was  done,    it  was  doubtful  v/hether  the  lofs 
and  the  rifle  that  v/as  run  on  the  one  fide,  was  equiva- 
lent to  the  lofs  furtaincd  on  the  other.     Thefe  fecret 
expeditions  had  as  yet  come   much   Ihort  of  General 
Howe's  expeftations,  and   General   Tryon  was  fidly 
dikippointed  in  i^.is  hopes  of  finding  a  loyal  reinforce- 
inent  in  Connecticut. 

It  vv^as  not  long  till  the  people  of  Connefticut  made 
a  very  fuitable  retaliation,  by  paying  a  vifit  to  jLono-^ 
Ifland.     Having  been  informed  that  commiluiries  had 

H  h  1  '  for 
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for  fome.time  been  employed  in  the  eafl:  end  of  Long 
Jdand,  in  procuring  forage,  grain,  and  other  necefia- 
ries  for  the  Britifh  forces,  and  that  thefe  articles  had 
been  depofited  for  embarkation  at  a  little  port  called 
Stagg  Plarbour  5  the  diflance  of  that  place  from  New 
York,    and    the   weaknefs   of  the   protedlion,    which 
confifted  only  of  one  company  of  foot,   and  an  arme.d 
fchooner  of  twelve  guns,  afforded  encouragement  for 
fruftrating  that  fcheme  of  fupplying  the  wants  of  the 
army.     The  chief  difficulty  lay  in  paffing  and  repafTmg 
of  the  found,  which  was  continually  traverfed   by  the 
Britilh   cruizers.      This   difficulty  was  however  fur- 
mounted,  and   the  expedition  put  into  execution. — • 
Colonel  Meigs,  a  daring  and  enterprizing  officer,  who 
had  attended  Arnold  in  the  Canada  expedition,  and 
to  whom  danger  as  well  as  fatigue  was  become  fami- 
liar.    Fie  had  been  taken  prifoner  in  the  attempt   to 
llorm  the  city  of  Quebec,  and  was  now  the  condu/flor 
of  this  enterprize.      Having  paiTed  his  detachment 
in  whale  boats  through  the  found,   and  landed  on  the 
north  branch  of  the  ifland,   v/here  it  is  interfefted   by 
a  bay  that  runs  in  far  from  the  eaft  end,   and  having 
carred  their  boats  over  the  arm  of  land  Vv-hich  was  in 
their  v^y,    to  prevent   all  difcovery   from  the   royal 
cruizers,    they  embarked    again    in    the    bay,    which 
Meigs  croffed  with  150  men,  and  landed  on  the  fouth 
branch  of  the  ifland,  within  four  miles  of  Stagg  Har- 
bour.    They  arrived  at  the  place  on   the  morning  of 
the  24th  of  May,  before  break  of  day,   and  notwiih- 
itanding  the  refillance  which  they  met  with  fiom  the 
guard  and  the  crews  of  the  veflels,  and  the  vigorous 
efforts  of  the  Ichooncr,  which  kept  up  a  continual  fire 
of  round  and  grape  Ihor,  within   150  yards  diftance, 
they  fully  completed  their  deflgn  ;  having  burnt  a  do- 
zen 
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2.cn  of  brigs  and  Qoops  which  lay  at  the  wharf,  and 
entirely  deftroyed  every  thing  on  the  fhore.  They 
brought  off  with  them  about  tiinety  prifoners,  ccnfift- 
ing  of  the  officers  who  commanded,  with  the  men,  the 
commiffaries,  mod  of  the  mafters  and  crews  of  the 
fmall  veffels,  which  they  deftroyed.  There  is  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  is  fomewhat  curious,  provided  it  is 
literally  true,  afferted  bv  the  Americans.  They  fay  that 
the  party  returned  to  Guildford,  in  Connecticut,  in  25 
hours  from  the  time  of  their  departure,  having  during 
that  fpaco  not  only  •cffedlually  com.pleated  the  de- 
fign  of  their  expedition,  but  having  traverfed  no  lefs 
by  land  and  water  than  90  miles.  A  degree  of  expe- 
dition that  is  a  little  incredible,  and  from  which,  if 
the  fa6l  is  eftabliihed,  it  would  appear  that  Meigs  pof- 
feffes  no  fmall  portion  of  that  fpirit  vv'hich  operated  in 
the  Canada  expedition.  In  this  manner  did  the  peo- 
ple of  Conne(5licut  return  the  vifit  of  his  Majeily's 
forces,  and  gained  as  much  advantage  as  their  friend 
General  Tryon,  with  a  deal  of  lefs  lofs,  and  in  a  far 
iliorter  time.  This  v/as  a  fignature  of  entcrprize 
in  the  behaviour  of  the  colonills,  which  was  ominous 
to  the  King's  forces,  and  fliewed  what  the  fpirit  of 
fuch  men  would  lead  them  to,  if  once  they  were 
completely  armed,  and  in  a  proper  ftate  of  difci- 
pline. 

The  fpring  was  now  over,  and  the  feafon  for  a6lion 
far  advanced,  Lut  from  fome  improvidence  and  inat- 
tention very  unaccountable  at  home,  the  army  was 
rellrained  from  taking  the  field  through  the  want  of 
tents  and  field  equipage.  Lord  Cornwaliis  however 
made  a  fhift  witli  the  old  tents  to  encamp  the  forces 
at  Brunfwick,  on  tlie  hills  that  commanded  the  Rari- 
ton,  and  formed  a  communication  from  that  river  to 

Am  boy ; 
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Amboy;  the  example  being  followed  at  the  latter  j 
place  by  General  Vaughan.  This  delay  was  of  the 
grcatell  importance  to  the  coloniils.  The  winter 
campaign  had  been  principally  carried  on  by  detach- 
ments of  the  militia,  the  greater  part  of  whom  return- 
ed home  when  the  fervice  was  expired.  Others, 
more  generous,  more  patient  of  labour,  or  more  fan- 
guine  in  the  common  caufe,  out-ftayed  the  alloted 
time,  merely  from  a  confideration  of  the  v/eaknefs  of 
the  army,  and  the  ruin  which  muft  attend  their  de- 
parture before  it   was  reinforced. The  bufinefs  of 

recruiting  under  the  engagement   of  ferving  during 
the  war,  or  even  for  three  years,  went  on  flowly.  The 
term,  of  fervice  it  is  faid,  was  contrary  to  the  genius  of 
the  people,  and  the  different  provinces  found  the  great- 
eft  difficulty  in  raifing  their  compliment  of  men  which 
had  been  alloted  to    them   by  the    congrefs.     Their 
laft  refort  fqr  the  prefent  was  to  make  draughts  from 
the  militia..     Such  an  a6l  of  violence  upon  thofe  who 
were  contending  fyr  liberty  on  the  moft  enlarged  plan, 
and  who  coafidered  all   the  rights   of  freemen   as  fa- 
cred,   was   both  v/earifome    and   dangerous.      Every 
method  was  tried  to  avoid  having  refource    to    this 
difagreeable  meafure  and   final  refource.     In  fome  of 
the  colonies  the  enlifting  of  apprentices,  and  of  Irifli 
indented  fervants,  was  permitted,  contrary  to   former 
refolutions  and  decrees,  with  apromife  of  indemnifi- 
cation to  their  mafters.     Another  thing  which  hinder- 
ed the  fudden  recruiting  of  the  army    in  the  Jerfeys 
was,  that  the  New  England  provinces,  which  abound- 
ed with  men,  v/ere  tal^en  up  with  their  ovvn  domefcic- 
affairs.     An  invafion  was  expected  on  the  fide  of  Ca- 
nada; FIudlon's-River  andRhode-IOand  afforded  con- 
tinual loom    for  appreheniionj— -nor  did    an   expe- 
dition 
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dition  againflBofton  appear  at  allirnpofiible;  efpecially 
as  the  great  number  of  Britifh  prizes  that  v/ere  brought 
into  that  port,  had  befides  rendered  it  an  objeft  of 
the  firfl  importance,  and  renewed  and  even  increafed, 
if  poffible,  the  detellation  and  abhorrence  with  which 
that  people  had  been  long  regarded.  In  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  the  advantages  of  an  early  campaign,  and 
the  beneHt  which  the  colonifcs  derived  from  a  delay 
are  obvious.  The  fine  weather  brought  reinforce- 
ments from  all  the  quarters  to  the  Jerfies.  Thofc 
who  fhuddered  at  a  v/incer's  campaign  grew  bold  in 
fummer,  and  the  certainty  of  a  future  winter  had  no 
greater  effect  than  diftant  evils  ufuaily  have.  Gene- 
ral Wafliington  having  now  received  reinforcements 
quitted  his  former  flation  in  the  latter  end  of  May, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Morriflown,  and  advanced 
within  a  few  miles  of  Brunfv/ick,  when  he  took  pof- 
feiTion  of  tlie  flrong  country  along  Middle  Brook,  h. 
great  part  of  the  after  events  of  the  v/ar  in  the  Jer- 
fies depended  upon  this  movement.  Walhington 
turned  thac  advantageous  fituation  to  every  accoun: 
of  vv'hich  it  was  capable.  His  camp  Vv'inding  along 
the  courfe  of  the  hills,  was  ftrongly  entrenched  ?.x\d 
well  covered  with  artillery;  and  i:  v/as  alio  well  fe  • 
cured  by  the  difficulties  of  approach,  which  the 
groiuid  in  its  front  threv/  in  the  way  of  an  enemy. — ■ 
In  this  fituation  he  commanded  a  view  of  the  Britifn 
forces  encamped  on  the  hills  of  Brunfwick,  and  of 
much  of  the  interm.ediatc  country  tov/ards  that  place 
and  Amboy. 

The  Britifli  plan  of  operations  v/as  a:  diis  tim.e  a 
little  perplexed:'  Wailiington  had  taken  I'ucli  mea- 
fures  as  neither  our  mdniftry  at  home,  nor  our  co!"n- 
manders  abroad,  had  Iq  inucii  as  thor.;h:  of,  even  in 

idea. 
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idea.     They  had  been  well  informed  of  many  confe- 
quences,  which  they  looked  upon  as  vifionary,  which 
happened   as  they  had  been  foretold,  but  they  con- 
tinued under  the  fame  delufion  and  infatuation. — — • 
There  were  two  fchemes  which  occurred  to  the  Bri- 
tilh  General.      The   firlt    to    penetrate  from  New- 
York  through  the  Jerfies  to  the  Delaware  i   to  drive 
Wafliington  before  him,  and  clear  thofe  provinces  of 
the  enemy ;   reduce   the   inhabitants    to  fo  effedlual  a 
itate  of  fubjeclion  as  to  eftablifh  afafe  and  open  com- 
munication between  New- York  and  the  army.     Af- 
ter this  to  fecure  the  pafTage  of  the  Delaware,  be- 
come matters   of  Philadelphia,  which  would   be  the 
centre  from  v/hich  they  would  diftribute  conqueft  and 
correction  to  all  the  colonies.     This  was  undoubted- 
ly by  much  the  fhorteft  method  ;  but  even  then  there 
were  fcverai  very  great  difficulties  in   the  way  of  the 
execution  of  this  projeft.      Wafhington  was  to   be 
brought  to  a  decifive  adion  and  alfo  defeated,  other- 
wife  thev  could  not  proceed  v/ithout  leaving   all   be- 
hind expofed  to  his  army.     This  could  not  be  done 
contrary  to  his  inclination,  and  it  was  not  _probable 
that  he  would  rifle  a  battle  v/ithout  fuch  vifible  ad- 
vantages as  would  either  infure  the  vidory  to  him  or 
render  our   army   incapable   of  puriuing  this  plan  of 
operation.     Sliould  our   army  leave  him  behind  and 
pafs   the  Delavvare,    they  would   have  an  enemy   in 
front,   and   a  ftrong  army  in  the  rear,  which  was  far 
from  being  advifeable;   and  in  cafe  that  this  project 
fliould  fail,  it  v/ould  be  the  ruin  of  the  royal  caufe  in 
An-ierica.      Our  miniftry,    who    never   had   fctn  far 
before  them,   h.^ve  fince  confidered  this  as  the  moft 
eligible  plan,  and  blamed  General  Howe  for  not  put- 
ting it  in  execu-.ion  i  but  according  to  all  the  concur- 
ring 
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ring  circumflances  at  that  time,  it  appeared  impolTible 
to  have  put  this  plan  into  execution.  The  minifVer 
for  the  American  departraentj  who  in  his  ideas  of  war 
has  always  differed  from  every  brave  officer,  may 
perhaps  imagine  that  this  fcheme  might  have  been 
executed  by  obferving  the  method  which  he  praftifed 
at  Minden ;  but  as  he  gav^e  no  particular  orders  to 
General  Howe  upon  this  head,  he  ought  not  to  accufe 
liim.  for  not  doing  what  he  found  to  be  wholly  imprac- 
ticable. 

The  other  plan,  which  was  more  tedious,  but  at 
the  fame  time  probable,  and  attended  with  lefs  imme- 
diate difficulty  and  lofs  of  blood,  was  to  make  ufe  of 
the  fliipping,  which  had  never  failed  in  doing  effen- 
tial  fervice,  and  to  attack  Pennfylvania  by  the  fide  of 
Chefapeak-Bay.  This  opened  the  way  into  the  rich- 
eft  and  bed  of  the  central  colonies,  and  led  cither  di- 
re6tly  or  by  croffing  a  county  of  no  great  extent,  to 
the  poffeffion  of  the  objed  intended.  When  this 
point  was  gained,  Philadelphia  was  to  become  a  place 
of  arms,  and  the  centre  of  aftion,  whilft:  every  part 
of  the  fertile  and  flouriffiing  provinces  of  Pennfylva-  ■ 
nia,  Virginia  and  Maryland,  would,  from  their  deep 
bays  and  navigable  rivers,  be  expofed  to  the  combin- 
ed powerful  adion,  and  continual  operation  of  the 
land  and  fea  forces.  But  before  this  plan  was  adopt- 
ed, meafures  were  taken  in  the  Jerfeys,  if  poffible  to 
brino;  General  Wafliington  to  an  aftion. 

But  befides  the  operations  intended  to  be  perfonn- 
ed  in  the  central  provinces,  there  was  another  to  be 
carried  on  in  the  North,  on  the  fide  of  Canada,  where 
a  very  confiderable  army  had  been  collected,  and  by 
the  fuccefs  upon  the  lakes  in  the  lad  compaign  had 
a  way  opened  for  it  to  penetrate  into  the  back  parts 
Vol.  IL  I  i  'of 
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of  the  New  England  and  New- York  provinces. 


The  command  of  this  army  was  committed  to  Gene- 
ral Burgoyne,  who  was  reported  to  be  the  author  of 
the  plan.  The  great  body  was  to  be  feconded  by  a 
ieflcr  expedition  from  the  uppermoft  part  of  Canada 
by  the  way  of  Olwega  to  the  Mohawk  river.  This 
fcheme  was  eagerly  adopted  by  the  miniftry,  who 
founded  the  greateft  hopes  upon  its  fuccefs.  All  the 
advantages  that  had  ever  been  expetHied  from  the  com- 
pleat  poffeffion  of  Hudlbn's  River,  the  eftablifliment 
of  a  communication  between  the  two  armies,  the  cut- 
ting off  all  intercourfe  between  the  northern  and 
fouthern  colonies,  with  the  confequent  opportunity 
ofcruihing  the  former,  detached  and  cut  off  from  all 
affiftance,  it  was  now  hoped  would  have  been  realiz- 
ed. The  greater  hopes  were  indulged  concerning  this 
plan,  from  the  opinion  entertained  of  the  effect  of  the 
favages  upon  the  minds  of  the  Americans.  It  was 
known  that  the  colonifts  in  general  were  in  great 
dread  of  them  from  their  cruel  and  wafteing  manner 
of  making  war.  Thefe  were  therefore  colledled  at  a 
great  expence,  and  with  much  labour  from  all  parts 
of  the  continent.  In  a  word,  this  expedition  feemed 
to  become  the  favourite  minifterial  objed  of  this  year. 
It  was  y/orthy  of  that  minifter,  to  whole  care  the 
management  of  the  war  in  that  department  was  com- 
mitted, and  in  the  hiftory  oi  his  life  will  fill  up  fome 
pages  not  much  to  his  honour.  The  fcheme  and  the 
execution  vvill  be  feen  more  clearly  afterwards  when 
we  come  to  the  war  in  Canada. 

A  number  of  Rritifli  and  German  recruits  having  at 
lafl:  arrived  at  New  York,  with  tents  and  field  equi- 
page. Sir  William  Howe,  about  the  middle  of  June, 
marched  into  t,he  Jeiieys,  to  endeavour  to  bring  the 
provincial  General  to  an  engagement.  The  provincials 

were 
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were  in  pofTcffion  of  a  flrong  pod,  from  which  it  was 
not  eafy  to  drive  them s    and  Geneiai   Wafhingtorij 
befides  the  ftrength   of  his   fitiiation,   was   now  ren- 
dered  confiderable  i)y  new  reinforcements.     Several 
ftrong  bodies  under  the  command  of  the   Generals 
Gates,  Parfons,  and  Arnold,   advanced  to  the  border 
of  the  North  River,  where  they   were  ready  to  pafs 
over  to  the  Jerfies,  whenever  there  fhould  be  an  op- 
portunity for  adtion,  or  the   necelllcy  of  their  friends 
required  their  afliflance.     At  the  fame  time  the  Jer- 
fey  milida  aflembled  from  all  quarters  with  the  great- 
eft  readinefs  and  zeal,  to  aflift   in  the  general  caufe; 
fo  that  whatever  motion  the  army  made,  or  whatever 
pofition  it  took,  it  was  watched  and  furrounded  with 
enemies.     General  Hov/e,  trufting  to   the   goodnefs 
of  his  troops,  and  the  experience  of  his  officers,  tried 
every  method  he  could  devife  to  provoke   Wafhing- 
ton  to  an  engagement,   and  to  make  him  change  his 
fituation.     He   pufhed    forward     detachments,    and 
made  motions  as  if  he  intended  to  pafs  him  and  ad- 
vance to  the  Delaware.     This  meafure  failing  of  fuc- 
cefs,  he  advanced  in  the  front  of  his  lines,  where  he 
continued  for  four  days,  examining  the  approaches  to 
his  camp,  and  accurately  fcrutinizing  the  fituation  of 
his  pofts,  hoping  that  fome  weak  and  unguarded  part 
might  be  found,  upon  which  an  attack  miight  have 
been  niade  with  fome  probability  of  fuccefs,  or  that 
when  the  arm.ies  were  fo  near,  chance,  inadvertency, 
impatience,  or  error,  might  occafion  fome  movements, 
or  produce  fome  circumftance,  which  would  bring  on 
a  general   engagement.     General  Waihington  knew 
the  whole  importance  and  value  of  his  fituation.     As 
he  had  too  much  temper  to  be  provoked  or  furprized 
into  a  meafure  which  would  have  made  him  give  up 

I  i  2'  his 
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his  real  advantages,  (o  he  had  too  much  peqetration 
to  lofe  them  by  circumvention  or  flight.  He  had  pro- 
fited To  long  by  his  cautious  line  of  conduft,  from 
v/hich  he  had  not  hitherto  departed,  nor  deviated  du- 
ring the  courfe  of  the  troubles  in  America,  of  never 
committing  the  fortune  of  his  country  to  the  hazard  of 
a  fingle  aftion,  that  he  was  not  now  inclined  to  alter 
his  plan,  nor  change  the  rule  of  his  conduct,  when  he 
was  not  prefled  by  any  neceflicy  to  do  it. 

General  Howe  did  not  give  up  all  hopes   of  bring- 
ing Wafhington  from  his  ttrong  ficuation,  and  purfu- 
ed  a  plan  that  had   well  nigh   anlVered  his  defign. — ■ 
Upon  the   19th  of  June,   he  fuddenly  retreated  and 
nOL  without  fome  vifible  fignatures  of  precipitation, 
from  his  pofaion  in  the  front  of  the  enemy,  and  with- 
drawing his  troops  from  Brunfwick,  retreated   v/ith 
the  whole  army  towards  Amboy.     This  partly  pro- 
duced the  efFed  which  he  intended.     The  army  was 
eao-erly  purfued  by  feveral  large  bodies  of  provincial 
regulars,  as  well  as  of  the  Jerfey  militia,   under  the 
command  of  the   Generals  Maxwell,  Lord    Stirling, 
and   Conway  i   the  latter  of  whom   was  a  colonel  of 
the  Irifh  brigades,  and  one  of  that  numerous  train  of 
officers  in  the  French  fervice,  which  had  taken  an  ac- 
tive part  againft  Great  Britain  in    this  unhappy  war= 
The  royal  army  in  this   feigned  retreat  were  guilty  of 
fome    particular   excclTes  j    enormities,    which   were 
thought  to  have  been  permitted  on  purpole  toenflame 
the  pafTions  of  the  colonifts,  and  to  promote  the  ge- 
neral  defign   of  bringing  them   to  an    engagement, 

were   committed  on   this   occafion. To   complete 

the  delurion  of  the  Americans,  the  bridge  which  was 
intended  for  the  Delaware  was  thrown  over  the  chan- 
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nel  which  ieparates  the  continent  from  Statsn  Ifland. 
The  heavy  baggage,  and  all  the  incumbrances  of  the 
army  were  palTed  over ;  fome  of  the  troops  followed, 
and  every  thing  was  in  immediate  preparation  for  the 
pafTage  of  the  reft  of  the  army.     By  thefe  meafures, 
if  the    immediate    defign    failed  of    fuccefs,    every 
thino;    was  forwarded  as  much  as  it  could  be  for  the 
intended  embarkation ;    a    meafure  with  which  the 
Americans  were  as  yet  unacquainted,  and  of  which 
they  had  not  any   information.     Every  circumftance 
concurred  along  with  the  vanity  natural  to  mankind, 
to  induce  the  Americans   to   believe    that  it  was  a 
real  and  not  a  pretended  flight,  and  that  it  proceed- 
ed from  a   knowledge    of    their   fuperiority,    and   a 
dread  of    their  power.     General   Wafhington,    not- 
withftanding  all  his  caution,  was  fo  far  impofed  upon 
by  this  feint,  that  he  quitted  his  fecure  pofts  upon  the 
hills,  and  advanced  to  a  place  called  Quibble-town,  to 
be  nearer  at  hand  to  proted:  or  fupport  his  advanced 
parties.     Wailiington  was  very  near  on  this  occafion 
enfnared,  and  was  certainly  very  much  off  his  guard 
to  fufFer  himfelf  to  become  a  dupe  to  a  piece  of  mere 
artifice,  which  he  might  readily  have  perceived  could 
proceed  from  none  of   thefe  caufes  which  he  ima;:  ined 
determined  General  Howe   to  decamp,  and  pafs  his 
men  over  the  channel.     Some   days  pait   while  thefe 
motions  and  manoeuvres  were  carrying  on,  when  the 
Britifh  General  on  a  fudden  changed  his  courfe  and 
marched  his  army  back  by  different  routs,  and  with 
great  expedition  to  Amboy.     There  were  three  things 
he   had  in  view  by  this  change  of  his  pofition.     To 
cut  off  fome  of  the  principal  advanced  parties,  to  bring 
the  eneiTiy  to  an  engagement  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Quibble  towns  or  if  this  defign  fhoiild  fail  through 

the 
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the  celerity  of  the  enemy,  it  was  intended  that  Lord 
Cornwallis,  who  with  his  column  of  troops  was  to  take 
a  confiderable  circuit  to  the  right,  fnouid,  by  turning 
the  left  of  the  provincials,  take  pofTcffion  of  fome  paf- 
fes  in  the  mountains,  which  by  their  fituation  and 
comm.and  of  ground  would  hav^'C  redu.ced  them  to  a 
neceffity  of  abandoning  that  ftrong  camp,  which  had 
hitherto  afforded  them  fo  advantageous  a  fccurity. — 
This  part  of  Lord  Cornwailis's  appointment  had  more 
eiifficuities  attending  it  than  were  at  firtl  perceived; 
for  after  he  had  difpeifed  fome  fmali  advanced  parties 
he  fell  in  with  about  3000  men  under  the  comm.and  of 
Lord  Stirling,  ftrongly  pofted  in  a  woody  country, 
and  well  covered  by  artillery  judiciouHy  difpofed  full 
in  his  Vv'ay,  and  feemingly  determined  to  difpute  his 
pafiage  with  great  vigour  and  firmnefs.  The  Britifh 
and  Hefllan  troops,  by  a  mutual  emulation,  exerted 
all  their  vigour,  and  fought  with  great  intrepidity; 
they  prefTed  forward  to  try  who  fhould  firft  come  to 
a.  clofe  engagement  with  the  enemy,  and  overcome 
all  obftacjes.  The  colonifts,  who  both  knew  that  they 
were  not  an  equal  match  for  the  beft  Britilh  troops, 
and  befides,  were  ordered  not  to  hazard  too  much^ 
made  the  beft  vSt  of  their  artillery  and  fmall  arms  up- 
on their  enemy  as  they  advanced,  and  then  retreated 
as  faft;  as  they  could.  Several  men  on  both  fides  were 
killed  on  this  occafion,  though  we  have  never  yet  had 
a  true  and  diftinCt  account  of  the  killed  and  wound- 
ed. 

The  Americans,    who    iiad   the  advantage  of  the 
woods,  and   had  their  artillery  well   placed   and    alfo 
well   fupplied,  did    confiderable  execution  upon  the 
Britilh  troops,  of  which  our  accounts  make  no  men- 
tion. 
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tion.  They  were  however  forced  to  Hy  with  foinc 
lofs,  and  left  three  pieces  of  brafs  cannon  in  th^ 
hands  of  the  Britilli  guards  and  the  Fleffian  grcnsdj- 
ers.  Our  men  purfued  the  fugitives  as  far  as  Weil - 
field,  but  the  woods  and  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  wea- 
ther prevented  the  purfuit  producing  any  efi^^ft.  In 
this  attack  thofe  who  boatted  of  viclory  fuiTered  more 
than  the  vanquifned,  and  the  fatigue  of  their  marcli 
rendered  them  unfit  for  action  in  a  Ihort  time. 

General  Wafnington  by  this  time  perceived  his  er- 
ror, and  Ipeedily  remedied  it  by  withdrawing  his  ar- 
my froni  the  phiins,   and   again   recovered  his  llrong 
camp  upon  the  hills.  At  the  fame  time  perceiving  the 
further  defign  of  Lord  Cornwall  is,  he  fecured  thofc 
pafTes  upon  the  mountains,   the  poflefilon  of  which  by 
the  Britilh  troops  would  have  laid  him  under  the  ne- 
cefTity  of  a  critical  change  of  fituation,  which  could 
not   be  executed  without  much  danger.     Thus  was 
General   Howe's  well- concerted  fchem.e  of  brinc>in<r 
the  enemy  to  action,  or  at  lead  of  withdrav/ing  them 
from  their  ftrong  holds,  rendered  abortive,    bv   the 
caution  and   prudence  of  General  Waihington.     In 
this   attempt  General  Howe  Ihewed  a  great  deal  of 
military  addrefs  and  forecaft,  and  did  all  that  any  of- 
ficer could  have  done  to  fulfil   the  defign  which  he 
had  in  view.      But  he  was  fo  well  matched  in  point  of 
generalfhip    by    General    Wafhington,    that    the   ut- 
mod  bounds  of  his  military  plans  and  operations  were 
inveiligated   by   that  officer,  either  before  they  were 
executed,  or  as  foon  as  they  began  to  be  put  in  prac- 
tice, and  generally  prevented  from  producing  any  ef- 
feft. 

Sir  William  Howe  was  now  convinced  that  WaOi- 
ington  was  too  firmly  attached  to  his  defenfive  pjan  of 

operatic  ri 
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operation  in  condufting  the  war,  to  be  induced  by 
any  other  means  than  by  ifome  very  clear  and  deci- 
ded advantage,  to  hazard  a  general  engagement, 

Nothing  now  remained  to  be  done  in  the  Jerfies. 

To  advance  to  the  Delaware,  through  an  enemy's 
country,  and  with  fuch  a  force  in  their  rear,  appeared 
to  the  Britifh  commanders  a  projed  pregnant  v/ith 
folly,  and  approaching  near  to  madnefs.  They  had 
found  by  experience  that  the  provincials  could  fight 
when  they  perceived  that  it  was  for  their  advantage, 
and  that  in  cafe  of  marching  through  the  Jerfies  to 
the  Delaware,  they  would  have  many  difficulties,  and 
what  aggravated  the  circumftances,  was,  that  the 
King's  troops  knev/  of  no  friends  before  them  in  cafe 
of  any  misfortune.  All  delay  and  wafle  of  time  now 
in  the  Jerfies  was  fruitlefs,  and  could  anfwer  no  va- 
luable purpofe  J  it  was  better  to  employ  the  troops 
in  fome  other  quarter,  where  fome  advantages  might 
be  gained.  This  was  the  opiriion  of  the  Britifh  of- 
ficers in  general,  as  well  as  of  the  comm.aiiders  in 
chief.  General  Howe  accordingly  returned  with 
his  troops  to  Amboy,  and  pafTed  them  over  to  Staten 
liland,  from  whence  the  embarkation  was  to  take 
place. 

The  preparation  for  this  grand  expedition  excited  a 
a  general  alarm  over  all  America.  Boflon,  the  North 
River,  the  Delaware,  Chelapeak  Bay,  were  alternate- 
ly confidered  as  its.objecls.  Gen.  Wailiington  en- 
deavoured to  inform  himfclf  in  the  befl  manner  he 
could  concerning  the  objc(5l  of  this  expedition  ;  he 
made  ufe  of  the  fpie.s  he  had  about  New  York  and 
other  parts,  to  try  if  he  could  fifr  out  the  place  of  its 
deftination,  that  he  might  put  the  people  upon  their 
guard,  and  provide  againil  the  impending  danger. — 

It 
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'—It  was  one  of  the  mahifefl:  adv^antages  of  tliefe  fea 
adventures,  that  it  was  next  to  impofiible  for  General 
Wafliington  direftly  to  know  where  the  ftorm  would 
fall.  He  was  therefore  under  the  neceiTity  to  conti- 
nue in  his  prefent  fuuation,  and  the  King's  troops  were 
proceeding  to  the  place  of  deftination  before  he  could 
be  in  re^dinefs  to  refift  them.  By  this  means  he  could 
hot  have  that  choice  of  pofts  by  which  hitherto  he  had' 
it  always  in  his  power  to  avoid  an  aftion. 

While  this  grand  expedition  v/as  preparing,  and 
the  Americans  were  in  anxious  apprehehfion  concern- 
ing its  deftination,  a  fpirited  adventure  was  underta- 
ken by  a  few  of  the  provincials.  This  adventure  noc 
only  retaliated  the  furprize  of  General  Lee,  but  feem- 
ed  to  procure  an  indemnification  for  his  perfori.  Up- 
on the  lothof  June,  Colonel  Barton,  a  provincial  of- 
ficer, -with  Ibme  other  officers  and  volunteers,  pafTed 
over  by  riight  from  Providence  to  Rhode  liland,  and 
though  they  had  a  long  pafiage  by  water,  they  elu- 
ded the  watchfulnefs  of  the  fnips  of  war  which  fur- 
rounded  the  illand,  and  conduced  their  enterprize 
with  fuch  filence,  fecrecy,  boidnefs,  and  dexterity, 
that  they  furprifed  General  Prefect,  who  comm.and- 
ed  in  chief,  in  his  quarters,  and  brought  him  and  his 
aid  de  camp,  through  all  thofe  perils,  fafe  to  the  con- 
tinent. The  method  they  purfued  was,  as  foon  as 
they  came  near  the  King*s  fhips  they  muffled  their 
oars,  and  rowed  to  the  place  of  their  deftination, 
where  the  rowers  lay  upon  their  oars,  and  the  colo- 
nel and  his  party  went  a-(hore.  They  proceeded  to 
the  general's  quartei-s,  through  a  field  of  growing 
corn,  unperceived  by  any  of  the  guards  upon  the 
ifland,  and  came  ftreight  to  the  houfe  where  the  ge-. 
neral  v/as  j  and  having  fecured  a  centinei  at  the  door. 
Vol.  II.  K  k  Golouel 
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Colonel  Barton  boldly  rufhed  in,  and  found  the  ge- 
neral, with  moft  of  his  cloaths  off,  going  to  bed. — 
There  was  not  much  cerennony  ufed  in  converfa- 
lion,  he  was  ordered  immediately  to  come  off  juft  as 
lie  was,  and  to  keep  filencej  otherwife  he  fhould  die 
that  moment  lie  made  the  Imallefl  noife,  both  he  and 
his  aid-de- camps  bus  provided  they  did  not  make 
iioiie  or  refiftance,.  they  fhould  be  ufed  as  gentlemen, 
and  receive  no  harm.  They  were  carried  off  in  this 
manner,  and  led  by  the  colonel  and  his  party  through 
the  field  of  corn,  and  brought  to  the  boat  that  was. 
waiting  for  their  arrival,  in  which  they  were  immedi- 
ately put  and  carried  to  the  Continent.  This  was  a 
moft  terrible  mortification  to  General  Prefcot,  who 
not  long  before  this  had  carried  matters  to  fuch  a 
length  as  to  fet  a  price  upon  the  head  of  General  Ar- 
nold, and  offered  a  reward  of  locxii.  for  taking  his 
perfon,  as  if  he  had  been  a  common  outlaw  or  a  rob- 
ber; an  infult  which  Arnold  returned  by  offering 
500-1.  to  fuch  as  fliould  apprehend  General  Prefcot, 
fignifying  that  he  did  not  think  him  worth  a  thoufand 
pounds,  nor  of  fo  much  value  as  himfelf.  Amidft  all 
the  hurry  and  threatening  of  war,  the  continental 
congrefs  did  not  forget  thofe  fecondary  means,  that 
as  well  as  im.mediate  in-terefl^  render  men  brave  and 
intrepid  in  the  caufe  of  their  country.  As  a  teftimony 
of  public  gratitude,  and  an  excitement  to  virtue  and 
true  parriotifm,  they  ordered  that  a  monument  fhould 
be  crctTctd  at  Bofton  in  l:.:i.our  of  Major  General 
Warren,  who  commanded  and  fell  at  the  battle  of 
Bunker's-hill ;  and  another  in  Virginia  in  honour  of 
Brigadier  General  Mercer,  who  was  llain  in  the  adlion 
near  Princctown,  in  the  Jerfeys.  The  refolutio-a 
c®nveyed  in  very  few  words    the  higheft  euiogium 

on 


A.D.I777'  "^^^    WAR    IN    AMERICA.  259 

on  the  charafters  and  merits  of  the  deceafed.  They 
alfo  decreed  that  the  eldeft  (on  of  the  former  of  thefe 
gentlemen,  and  the  yonngeft  Ton  of  the  latter  fhould  be 
educated  at  the  expence  of  the  United  States.  As  Gen. 
Mercer  had  a  good  eftatej  thii  propriety  of  adopt- 
ing his  youngeft  fon  as  the  child  of  the  public  is  abun- 
dantly evident.  It  was  eaiy  to  perceive,  that  men  who 
were  fo  zealous  in  purfuing  wife  and  prudent  meafures 
in  th«  moil  inferior  parts  of  policy,  were  not  to  be 
over-reached  by  a  people  drowned  in  corraption,  and 
funk  in  vice. 

Though  the  preparations  for  the  grand  -expedition 
had  been  purfued  for  fome  time  with  great  zeal  and 
alacrity,  and  the  crews  of  joo  veffels  had  given  their 
aiTiftance,  yet  fuch  were  the  unavoidable  delays  inci- 
dent to  fuch  extreme  operations,  that  it  was  n®t  till 
the  23d  of  July  that  the  fleet  and  army  could  depart 
from  Sandy  Hook.  With  a  defign  to  deceive  and 
perplex  the  provincials,  the  general  ordered  fome 
tranfports,  with  a  fhipcut  down  toad  as  a  floatino- 
battery,  up  the  North  River,  a  little  before  the  em- 
barkation was  compleated ;  a  feint  which  fucceeded 
fo  far  as  to  induce  General  Wafliington   to  detach  a 

coniiderable  body  of  his  troops  acr-ofs  that  river. — 

The  force  that  embarked  upon  this  expedition  con- 
lifted  of  thirty-fix  Britifh  and  Heffian  battalions,  in- 
cluding the  light  infantry  and  grenadiers,  a  pewerful 
artillery,  a  body  of  New-Yorkers,  called  the  Queen's 
Rangers,  and  a  regiment  of  light  horfe.  Seventeen  bat- 
talions, with  a  regiment  of  light  horfe,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  new  provincial  troops,  were  left  for 
the  protection  of  New- York  and  the  adjoinmg  iGands. 
Seven  battalions  remained  in  Rhode  llland.  So  much 
was    the   army   weakened    by  keeping  poiTelTiGn   of 

K  k  2  thefe 
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thefe  places,  which  it  was  indilpenfibiy  neceflary  tq . 
hold  as  important  pofts.  General  Howe  had  once  in- 
tended to  have  taken  a  greater  force  v/ith  him  upor^ 
this  occafion,  but  upon  the  reprefentation  of  Sir  Hen- 
ry Clinton,  who  was  to  command  in  his  abfence,  of 
the  danger  which  the  iflands  would  be  expofed  to  froiri 
the  extenfivenefs  of  their  coafls,  and  the  great  number 
of  pofts  that  were  necefiarily  to  be  maintained;  he  ac- 
knowledged the  force  of  thefe  arguments  by  difem- 
barking  feyeral  regiments. 

Many  conjeftures  were  formed  by  the  provincial? 
concerning  this  expedition,  though  they  were  as  yet 
uncertain  concerning  its  real  deftination.  It  howe- 
ver alarmed  them  greatly,  though  it  did  not  difpirit 

them.- There  was  another  thing  that  feemed   to 

threaten  them  at  this  time  with  dreadful  confequences. 
General  Burgoyne  was  making  a  rapid  progrefs  in  the 
north,  and  fome  of  their  own  officers  had  behaved  buC 
indifferently.  Ticonderago  had  been  given  up  in  a 
manner  that  was  not  expelled,  and  fome  of  the  offi- 
cers were  greatly  blanied  for  giving  it  up  fo  eafily.— 
They  on  this  occafion  behaved  with  a  firmnefs  that 
would  have  done  honour  to  a  Roman  fenate,  and  dic| 
not  fhew  the  fmalleft  defpondency  under  thefe  misfor- 
tunes. They  immediately  iffued  orders  to  recall  all 
the  troops  to  the  head-quarters,  and  an  enquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  condu(Sb  of  the  general  officers  who  had 

abandoned   Ticonderago; tliey  directed   General 

Wafhington  to  appoint  other  commanders,  and  to 
fummon  fuch  numbers  of  the  militia  from  theeaftern 
and  central  provinces  for  the  northern  fervice,  as  he 
ihould  judge  fufHcient  for  reftraining  the  progrefs  of 
the  enemy/  The  meafuies  taken  on  this  occafion  to 
jpheck  the  progrefs  of  General  Burgoyne,  in  the  con- 
'        '    ' '  clufion 
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clufion  fulfilled  their  moft  (anguine  expeclations,  as  wc 
fhall  fee  it  in  its  proper  place. 

This  new  expedition  was  at  firft  not  attended  with 
favourable  circumftancesi  the  winds  were  contrarvj 
and  its  progrefs  to  the  place  of  deflination  flow. — It 
cod  them  a  week  before  they  could  gain  the  Capes 
of  the  Delaware.  When  they  arrived  there  the  com- 
manders received  information  that  the  enemy  had  ta- 
ken meafures  for  rendering  the  navigation  of  that  river 
impraclicable,  which  damped  the  fpirits  of  the  com- 
manders in  purfuing  their  defign  by  that  way.  They 
at  laft  gave  it  up,  and  adopted  another  plan.  The 
paflage  by  Chefipeak-Bay  to  that  part  of  Maryland, 
which  lies  towards  the  eaft  of  that  vail  inlet,  v;hlch  is 
not  far  from  Philadelphia,  was  now  fixed  upon,  as  more 
open,  and  being  attended  with  fewer  obflacles  to  hin- 
der their  operations.  But  here  again  the  winds  were 
contrary  in  this  part  of  the  voyage,  fo  that  it  waspaft 
the  middle  of  Auguft  before  they  entered  CheHipeak 
Bay ;  this  was  a  circumftance  very  unfavourable  at 
this  feafon  of  the  year,  when  the  weather  was  hot  and 
when  the  fhips  were  crouded  with  men  and  horfes 
cooped  up  together  in  the  fame  veflels.  And  which 
muft  have  been  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  confe- 
quences,  provided  the  commander  in  chief  had  not 
taken  care  to  guard  againft  every  event,  by  the  un- 
bounded provifion  he  had  made  for  the  voyage,  as  a 
failure  of  any  one  article,  even  that  of  water,  would 
have  been  irremediable  in  thofe  parts  at  that  feafon. 

As  foon  as  they  entered  the  Bay  the  winds  turned 
favourable,  fo   that  the  fleet  reached  the  mouth   of 
^he  Elk,  near  its  extremity,  in  fafety,  through  a  mofl: 
intricate  and  dangerous  navigation,  for  fuch  a  multi- 
tude 
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tuck  of  veffels,  in  which  the  Admiral  perfbrmed  the 
different  parts  of  a  commander,  inferior  officer,  and 
pilot,  with  great  ability  and  pcrfeverancc.  Having 
proceeded  up  the  Elk  as  far  as  it  was  capable  of  ad-' 
mitting  their  palTage,  the  army  were  at  lenjith  relieved 
from  its  long  and  tedious  confinement  on  board  the 
tranfports,  being  landed  without  oppofition  at  Elk 
Ferry  on  the  25ch  of  Auguil,  in  a  degree  of  li-ealth 
andTpirits  fcarcely  to  have  been  expeded.  One  part 
of  the  army  advanced  at  the  head  of  the  Elk,  and 
the  other  continued  at  the  landing  place,  to  proted; 
and  forv/ard  the  artillery  (lores  and  necefiary  provi- 
iionsj  for  the  General  did  not  permit  the  troops  to  be 
encumbered  with  any  baggage,  and  the  fcarcity  of  car- 
riage rendered  a  great  abridgement  in  the  article  of 
tents  necefTary. 

General  Wafhington,  who  had  for  feme  time  been 
in  fufpenfe  concerning  the  deftmation  of  this  arma^ 
ment,  was  ^t  laft  truely  informed  of  the  place  of  its 
^appointment;  tiiishad  generally  been  well  conjeflured 
from  the  firftof  its  preparation,  though  none  pretend- 
ed to  be  particularly  certain  of  the  very  point  where 
it  would  operate.  The  General  as  foon  9,5  he  was 
Sufficiently  informed  of  the  landing  of  the  enemy, 
Riarched  his  army  from  the  Jcrfies  to  the  defence  of 
Philadelphia,  and  upon  hearing  that  the  enemy  was 
landed  at  the  Elk,  advanced  to  the  Brandy-wine 
creek  or  river,  which  runs  crofs  the  country  about 
halfway  to  that  city,  and  falls  into  the  Delaware.—- 
The  force  of  the  colonifls,  including  the  militia,  a- 
mounted  to  near  15,000  men,  making  allowance  for 
pofts,  and  parties  placed  to  keep  a  proper  commu- 
nication with  thofe  parts  that  were  of  the  mod  effen- 
tial  fervice  to  them  to  maintain.     The  King's  forces 

were 
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were  near  about  the  fame  number,  orfomewhat  more 
numerous. 

In  order  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people  in  Pennfyl- 
vania,  Delaware  counties,  and  adjacent  parts  of 
Maryland,  and  to  prevent  the  total  defe.-tion  and  dilb- 
lation  of  the  country  in  the  fiont  of  l\\^  army,,  the  Ge- 
neral publiflied  a  declaration,,  promifcd  that  the 
ftri<51:eft  regularity  fhould  be  obferved,  and  good  order 
and  difcipiinekept  up  by  the  army^  that  the  moil  ef- 
fe6tual  fecurity  and  prote(5i:ion  fhould  Ix;  given  to  all 
his  Majefly's  peaceable  and  weil  difpofed  fubjeftsj— 
extending  at  the  lame  time  this  fecurity  and  prGCedion 
to  fuch  perfons  who  not  having  been  guilty  of  airuni- 
incr  legiflative  power,  might  otherwife  have  acfled  le- 
gally in  fubordinate  ftations  upon  the  provifion  of 
their  immediate  returniiig  to  their  habitation,  and 
behaving  peaceably  for  the  future.  This  declaration 
alfo  offered  pardon  to  all  officers  and  Ibidiers  in  arms, 
who  fhould  furrender  themfelves  to  the  royal  army. — 
This  was  like  many  other  declarations  of  the  laine 
kind,  very  little  regarded,  and  produced  no  efFe6l. — 
It  proceeded  upon  a  fuppofition  which  has  been  the 
univerfal  inlatuation  of  the  royal  party  from  the  be- 
ginning of  this  runious  war,  namely^  that  there 
were  great  numbers  of  perfons  well  affefted  to  the 
King  through  all  the  colonies,  wlien  in  truth,  except 
in  a  very  few  places,  there  were  none  but  fuch  ac 
were  throughly  enemies  to  the  rovai  caufe,  and  were 
ready  to  take  up  arms  againft  it.  Had  General  Walh- 
ington  publifhed  a  fimilar  declaration  to  the  King's 
army,  he  would  have  found  as  many  deferrers  as  Sir 
William  Howe  did,  and  his  declaration  would  have 
produced  much  the  fame  effect.  There  has  bec^n  no- 
thing which  has  rendered  our  General   officers   and 

commilTioneri; 
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tdmmiffioners  mdre  ridiculous  than  their  proclama- 
tions and  official  declarations.  Thefe  have  been  fo 
defeflive  in  point  of  cbmpofition,  and  fo  enigmatical 
in  their  ftile,  that  they  have  had  generally  the  appear- 
ance of  being  the  compofitions  of  fome  blundering 
lawyers,  who  always  write  not  to  be  underllood.  All 
the  papers  in  general  which  have  been  publifhed  fince 
the  beginning  cf  this  war,  whether  the  accounts  of 
battles,  the  victories  and  other  trahfactions  have  been 
written  more  in  the  ftile  of  the  Sibyline  oracles,  than 
in  the  exprelTion  of  narrations,  intended  to  inform  the 
public  concerning  matters  of  fad. 

The  royal  army  did  not  leave  the  head  of  the  Elk 
until  the  third  of  September,  when  they  began  their 
march  towards  Philadelphia.  In  the  mean  time  the 
provincials  had  advanced  from  Brandy-wine,  and  ta- 
ken poft  at  Red  Clay  Creek,  from  whence  they  pufli- 
cd  forward  detachments  to  feize  the  difficult  polls  iri 
the  woods,  and  to  interupt  the  march  of  the  royal 
forces  by  continual  fkirmifhes.  As  the  country  was 
woody  and  difficult,  and  not  well  known  by  the  roy- 
aiiils,  and  the  coloniils  underftood  how  to  improve' 
fuch  circumftances,  the  General  was  obliojed  to  march 
ilowly,  and  obierve  great  caution;  and  confidering; 
his  ficuation,  and  the  charaderof  the  commander  in 
oppofition,  there  was  much  necefTity  for  caution  and 
circumfpeftion,  in  every  ftep  of  his  march.  The  Bri- 
tilh  troops  were  indeed  brave,  well  commanded  and 
under  good  difciplinej  they  were  ready  and  willing 
to  fight  at  command,  but  then  they  could  not  perform 
impoffibilities.  They  had  lately  telt  that  the  colo- 
nilb  could  right,  and  make  a  more  formidable  im- 
prefTion  upon  their  ranks  than  they  had  been  taught 
to  believe  that  they  ever  could.     This  had  removed 

that 
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that  fantaftic  apprehenfion  that  the  provincials  were  all 
cowards,  and  made  even  the  private  foldiers  becoine 
lefs  fanguine  in  their  i-deas  of  victory. 

General  Howe  was  now  from  neceflity,  as  well  as 
from  his  humane  difpofition,  fparing  of  his  men.  He 
knew  that  recruits  were  to  be  brought  from  a  great 
diftance,  and  procured  with  difficulty,  even  at  the 
fource.  Every  man  killed,  wounded,  or  taken,  was 
to  him  an  irretrievable  lofs,  and  fo  far  as  it  went,  an 
incurable  weakening  of  the  army  for  the  prefent  year 
at  lead. — —On  the  other  hand  the  enem.y  were  at 
hom.e.  Every  lofs  they  fuftained  was  not  only  imme- 
diately repaired,  but  the  military  abilities  of  the  fur- 
vivor-s  were  encreafed  by  every  deftruftion  of  their  fel- 
lows. This  caution  could  not  prevent  fom.e  fkir- 
miOies,  in  v/hich  the  royal  forceswere  faid  to  be  always 
viftorious.  It  mufl  be  obferved,  that  in  thefe  fkir- 
mifhes,  the  colonifts  generally  fled,  but  it  v/as  from 
one  pofl  to  another;  when  after  they  had  killed  a 
number  of  our  men  advancing,  they  retired  to  another 
pod  without  any  lofs. 

This  was  an  efFedual  method  to  thin  our  army  in- 
fenfibly,  without  much  lofs  to  themfelves,  and  was,  in 
efFed,  a  flow,  but  fure  vidory.  It  was  thought  at  this 
'time,  that  the  Americans  did  not  make  all  the  ufe  of 
the  advantages  of  the  country  that  might  have  been 
expeded,  by  harrafTing  and  interrupting  the  progrefs 
of  the  King's  troops;  but  it  is  plain  thofe  that  affirm 
this  are  not  acquainted  with  the  defigns  of  General 
Wafhington,  nor  the  fchenie  he  had  now  in  view. — ' 
He  wanted  to  try  his  men  by  a  more  general  adtion-, 
with  as  much  fafety  to  his  army  and  the  main  caufe  as 
poiTible ;  for  tliis  reafon  he  retired  beyond  Brandy- 
wine,  and  took  poilefTion  of  the  heights  that  cover- 
-Vol.  II.  LI  ed 
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cd  the  fords,  with  an  intention  of  difputing  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  river.  In  this  fituation  upon  the  nth  of 
September,  the  Britifh  forces  advanced  in  tv/o  co- 
lumns towards  the  enemy.  The  right,  under  the 
command  of  General  Knyphaufen,  marched  direftly 
to  Chad's-ford,  which  lay  in  the  centre  of  the  enemy's 
line,  where  they  expeded  and  waited  for  the  principal 
attack:  their  right  and  left  covered  lefs  pra6licable 
fords  and  paffages  for  fome  miles  on  either  hand.  An 
heavy  cannonade  began  on  both  fides  by  lo  o'clock, 
which  was  continued  and  well  fupported  during  the 
day,  whilft  General  Howe,  to  amufe  and  deceive  the 
enemy,  made  repeated  attempts  for  forcing  the  fords, 
as  if  the  pafiage  of  the  river  had  been  the  princpal 
object  he  had  in  view.  The  Americans,  to  fruflrate 
this  intention,  had  paiTed  feveral  detachments  to 
the  other  fide,  who  continued  a  courfe  of  fkirmifh- 
es,  fometimes  advancing,  and  fometimes  retreating, 
till  at  lad  they  were  driven  over  the  river.  General 
Howe  finding  that  he  met  with  a  more  vigorous  re- 
fiftancc  than  he  at  firftexpe6led,  endeavoured  to  com- 
pleat  by  ftratagem  what  he  could  not  perform  by  force, 
continued  the  appearance, of  an  attack,  to  keep  up  the 
attention  of  the  colonifts  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Chad's-ford,  were  they  fuppofed  the  whole  of  the 
King's  forces  were  in  front,  but  in  the  mean  time  de- 
tached Lord  Cornwallis  at  the  head  of  the  fecond  co-  [ 
iumn  to  the  lefc,  to  march  in  a  long  circle  until  he  gain-  i 
ed  the  forks  of  the  Brandywine,  where  the  divifion 
of  the  river  rendered  it  more  praclicable.  By  this 
judicious  movement  his  Lordfnip  palled  both  branch-; 
cs  of  the  river  at  Trimbles  and  Jeffery's  Ford,  with- 
out oppofition  or  difficulty,  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  then  turning  down  the  river,  took  the 

road 
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road  to  Dihvorth,  to  fall  upon  the  right  of  the  provin- 
cials. General  Wafhington  received  fooner  notice  of 
the  manceuvre  than  General  Howe  expefted,  and  had 
provided  againft  its  confequences  as  well  as  he  could. 
He  detached  General  Sudivan  with  all  the  force  he 
could  Ipare  from  the  main  body  to  oppofe  Lord  Corn- 
wallis.  Sullivan  performed  the  commifTion  with  great 
judgment  and  ability.  He  took  a  ftrong  poft  on  the 
coinmandino:  gro'-inds  above  Birming-ham  church,  with 
his  left  extending  towards  Brandy-wine,  his  artillery 
v/as  advantageoully  difpofed,  and  both  flanks  covere4 
v/ith  thick  woods. 

Lord  Cornwallisj,  who  did  not  at  all  imagine  that  his 
march  was  known  by  the  enemy,  was  a  little  furpriz- 
ed  to  find  Sullivan  fo  well  polled,  and  ready  to  oppofe 
him.  He  was  obliged  to  halt,  and  to  form  the  line 
of  battle,  foif  was  four  o'clock  before  he  could  begin 
the  adion.  The  Britifli  troops  began  the  attack,  and 
met  with  a  warm  refiftencej  the  artillery  and  fmall 
arms  played  upon  them  furiouQy,  and  they  left  many 
on  the  field  as  they  advanced.  They  however  rufhed 
on  through  all  obftacles,  and  diflodged  their  enemies 
with  much  difficulty.  The  grenadiers  and  guar.ls,  and 
the  belt  of  our  troops  Vv^cre  engaged  in  this  acftion. — ■ 
Having  driven  the  Americans  from  theirpofi:,  they  pur- 
fued  them  into  the  woods  on  their  rear^  but  in  the 
mean  time  a  part  of  the  provincial  right  wing  which 
had  not  fuffered  fo  much,  took  a  fecond  poft  in  a  wood 
on  the   fame  fide,  where  they   made  a  ftout  refiftance, 

and  were  driven  from  it  with  much  difficulty. 

Some  of  the  Britifh  troops  in  the  eagernefs  of  purfuit 
were  fo  deeply  entangled  in  the  w^oods,  that  it  was 
night  before  they  could  join  the  main  body.  When 
now  the  Britilh  troops  imagined  that  they  had  gained 
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^  complete  vicflorv,  and  were  advancing,  they  came 
vpon  a  party  of  the  enemy  that  had  not  yet  been  en- 
gaged, and  which  had  taken  a  ftrong  poft  to  cover  the 
retreat  of  the  defeated  v/ing  of  their  army.  A  very 
warm  engagement  now  enfued,  and  this  poft  was  fo 
vigoroufly  defended  that  it  was  fome  time  after  it  was 
darlc  before  it  could  be  forced.  Nor  does  it  appear 
by  comparing  accounts  that  it  was  forced  at  all;  be- 
caufe  the  provincials  kept  it  as  long  as  it  was  of  any 
fervice^  and  they  could  fee  to  fignt,  and  then  retreat- 
ed in  good  order.  The  reafon  given  i(Vhy  our  troop$ 
did  not  purfue  the  enemy  were,  that  the  general  did 
not  know  the  gipund,  and  was  unacquainted  with 
Gen.  Knyphaufen's  ficuation,  and  was  not  able  to  pro- 
ceed  any  furthe"-;  all  which  were  matters  of  fad. — : 
iCnyphaufen,  after  fuccefsfully  amqfing  the  colonifts  all 
the  day  with  the  apprehenfion  of  an  attack  which  he 
did  not  intend,  made  good  his  paffage  in  the  evening, 
when  he  found  that  his  enemy  was  deeply  engaged  in, 
the  right.  He  carried  the  entrenchment,  and  took 
the  battery  and  cannon  which  defended  Chad's-ford. 
At  this  time  the  appi-oach  of  the  Britifh  troops  which 
had  been  engaged  in  the  woods,  threw  the  provincials 
into  confufion,  ?Lnd  a  retreat  v/as  ordered  and  made 
in  the  face  of  the  King's  forces-  It  was  faid  that  the. 
latenefs  of  the  night,  and  the  darknefs  of  the  evening 
prevented  the  King's  troops  from  purfuing,  as  it  had 
done  thofe  on  the  right  wing,  but  the  truth  of  the 
matter  was,  that  both  fides  were  fufficiently  wearied 
with  that  day's  exercife. 

Such  as  follow  the  reports  of  government   at  that 

time  have  affirmed  that  a  few  hours  more  would  have 

produced  a  total  defeat  to  the  Americans;    but  they 

knew  but  little  of  the  operations  of  that  tedious  and 

" hoftile 
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hoftlle  day's  work  that  make  this  conclufion.  The 
provincials  had  not  fuffered  more  than  the  King's 
troops,  and  though  they  gave  way  to  the  mad  impe- 
tiiofity  of  defperate  men  for  a  little,  yet  they  recover- 
ed their  pofls,  and  raifed  redoubts  which  our  troops 
were  obliged  to  attack  a- new,  with  a  great  expence 
of  blood  as  well  as  much  fatigue. 

A  great  part  of  the  American  troops,  among  whom 
fome  of  the  Virginia   regiments,  and  the  whole  body 
of  their  artillery  behaved  exceedingly  well  in   the  fe- 
veral  adions  of  this  day,    and  fliewed  fuch  a  degree  of 
order,  fteadinefs  and  valour,  as  would  have  done  ho- 
nour to  the  moft  veteran  forces.     Some  of  their  more 
raw  troops  did  not  behave  fo  well.     The  lofs  on  both 
fides,  when  we   compare  the    different  accounts,  was 
nearly  about  equal.     In  our  Gazette  the  lofs  of  the 
colonifts    was  computed   at  about   300   killed,   600 
,  wounded,  and  400  taken  prifoners.     They  alfo  loft 
ten  fmall   field  pieces,  and  a  howitzer,  of  which,  all 
except  one,  was  brafs.     The  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the 
King's  troops  was  eftimated  in    the    Gazette  near  to 
500,  of  which  the  (lain  did  not  make  one  third.     Ko 
officers  of  great  note  were  killed  on  either  fide.    The 
Americans  did  not  deny  that  their  lofs  was  nearly  to 
the  amount  that  has   been  mentioned,   but  they  fay, 
and  gave  fome  reafons  for  what  they  affirm,  that  the 
lofs  on  our  fide  was  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to  their.s. 
That  there  were  fome  of  the  attacks  of  our  men  def- 
perate,   which  expofed  them   to  danger   when   they 
could  do  no  execution  upon  their  opponents i  that  the 
colonilts  kept  up  a  well   directed    fire  upon  them  as 
they  advanced,  and  when    they  were  out  of  breath 
and  ready  to  fall  on  with  the  bayonets,  they  retreated 
fafter  than  they  were  able  to  puriiie  themj   that  they 

often 
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often  led  them  on  to  meet  a  frefh  party  who  after 
giving  them  ^  few  well- aimed  vollies  retired  and  left 
■them  in  the  fame  manner  Co  purfue  as  they  were  able. 
That  by  this  method  of  fighting  the  provincials  were 
very  little  expofcd  and  yet  did  great  execution  upon 
their  enemies. 

In  this  engagement,   General  Howe  adled   the  part 
of  a  flvilful  general,  and  did  all  that  was  in  his  power 

to  obtain  a   complete  vi6lory. His  detaching  of 

■Lord  Cornwallis  and  his  column  was  a  Avife  and  pru- 
dent manceuvre,  and  in  this  he  nearly  out-fchemed 
General  Wafhington, — But  the  other  Ihewcd  a  readi- 
nefs  of  invention  and  penetration  in  detaching  Sulli- 
van, that  fhewed  he  knew  how  to  make  the  bell  even 
of  a  difadvantage.  Whatever  may  be  the  merits  of 
both  generals  it  mull  be  granted  that  the  King's  army 
was  led  on  with  great  judgment,  and  commanded 
with  much  fagacity,  and  the  commanding  officers  did 
all  that  could  have  been  expelled  of  great  command- 
ers. It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  this  battle  the  pro- 
vincial forces  were  met  in  the  open  field,  and  with  no 
great  advantage  of  fituation.  The  King's  troops  ob- 
tained a  viftory,  but  not  of  that  final  and  decifive 
kind  v/hich  the  public  were  made  to  expedl  from  the 
boafting  of  the  minillry,  and  the  fuppofed  valour  of 
our  men.  It  had  long  been  imagined  by  fome,  and 
pofitively  affirmed  by  the  languine  fupporters  of  this 
war,  that  provided  the  King's  troops  could  meet  the 
rebels  in  an  open  field  they  would  foon  pur  an  end  to 
tlie  war^  and  now  they  had  fought  from  break  of  day 
till  the  ftars  appeared,  and  were  little  farther  advanced 
than  when  they  began.  The  armies  were  nearly  equal  in 
number,  and  by  the  confeffion  of  our  men  and  officers 
the  ground  nearly  the  fame  to   both^  and  yet  a  wliole 

day's 


E/t/:fmi'ct{  /crMurravj'  //ij-/cry  r:/' t^^  Ameri^^n  T1. 


General  grey 


Pri/iic/i rl^r  T.KcPj^cn.A'i-nwij-Uc.upan  Tync. 


A.D.  1777-        THE    WAR     IN    AMERICA.  271 

day's  defperate  fighting  made  very  little  alteration  in 
the  Itate  of  the  war.  General  Howe  had  gained  a 
vidory  and  the  enemy  had  fled,  but  the  conqueror 
was  obliged  to  be  as  cautious  and  as  much  upon  his 
guard  after  the  vdclory  as  before;  which  fliews  than 
it  was  no  way  decefive.  General  Walliington  foon 
repaired  his  lofs  and  was  in  a  few  days  ready  for  the 
field.  The  Britifli  army  was  now  polled  at  Concord 
and  Aflierton,  whilil  a  detachment  was  fent  to  feize 
Wolington,  which  was  made  a'  receptacle  for  the 
fick  and  the  v/ounded.  Upon  his-  march  towards 
Gofhen,  the  Biitiih  general  received  information 
that  the  enemy  had  quitted  Philadelphia,  and  were 
advanced  upon  the  Lancaller  roadj  a  few  miles  above 
that  place.  Upon  this  advice  he  took  fuch  effedluai 
meafures  for  bringing  them  to  an  engagement,  that 
nothing  but  the  event  which  happened  could  have  pre- 
vented his  defign.  An  excefiive  fall  of  rain  which 
overtook  both  armies  upon  their  march,  and  which 
continued  without  intermifnon  for  24  hours,  rendered 
both  parties  equally  incapable  for  aflion. 

General  Howe  loft  his  opportuity,  and  thoufj-h 
he  tried  all  his  art  for  feveral  days,  and  moved  back- 
wards and  forwards,  and  in  all  directions  belongino- tvo 
the  art  of  war,  he  could  not  bring  the  Americans  into 
the  fituation  they  had  been  in  before.  While  he  was 
bufied  in  marching  and  counter- marchin^;,  he  re- 
ceived information  that  General  Wayne  with  1^00 
men,  was  lying  in  the  woods  upon  fome  fcheme'  of 
enterprize,  in  the  rear,  and  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
the  left  wing  of  the  army.  He  detached  Major  Gene- 
ral Grey  with  two  regiments  and  a  body  of  li"ht  in- 
frantyto  furprize  them  in  the  night.  General  Grey 
conduced  this  enterprize  y/ith  equal  ability  and  fuc- 

cefs 
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cefs  though  perhaps  not  with  that  humanity  which  is 
fo  generally  confpicuous  in  his  charafter.  In  imi- 
tation of  a  fimihr  proceeding  at  the  battle  of  Minden, 
he  took  effedual  meafures  that  a  fingle  Ihot  Ihould 
not  be  fired  in  the  courfeof  the  expedition,  and  that 
the  execution  Ihould  only  be  done  by  the  point  of 
the  bayonets.  The  night  favoured  this  defign,  as  the 
troops  marched  filently  on  the  enemy  unawares;  had 
they  been  perceived  before  they  came  near  it  would 
flot  have  been  eafy  to  have  attacked  them,  as  they 
would  have  fpent  fome  fires  upon  their  enemy,  and 
retreated  for  fafety.  In  purfuing  this  defign  the  pro- 
vincial out  pods  and  pickets,  were  compleatly  fur- 
prized  and  forced,  withour  noife,  about  one  in  the 
morning,  and  the  troops  being  direcfled  by  the  light 
of  their  fires,  rufhed  in  upon  the  encampment,  where 
afevere  and  horrible  execution  enfued,  about  3000 
being  either  killed  or  wounded  upon  the  fpot,  and  a 
number  of  prifoners  taken.  The  remainder  efcaped 
by  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  fome  prudent  dif- 
pofitions  made  by  the  officer  who  commanded  the  A- 
mericans,  with  the  lofs  of  the  greateft  part  of  their 
baggage,  arms,  and  ftores.  The  conquerors  in  this 
action  loll  only  a  captain  of  light  infantry,  and  three 
private  men,  and  about  as  many  wounded.  The  Bri- 
tifh  troops  as  well  as  the  officer  that  commanded  them 
gained  but  little  honour  by  this  midnight  flaughtcr. — 
it  Ihewed  rather  defperate  cruelty  than  real  valour  to 
put  fo  many  men  to  the  fword  who  were  not  under 
arms,  but  the  greateft  part  afleep  in  their  huts  or  tents 
funk  in  drowfinefs  which  is  common  to  all  men  in  the 

night    when    they  arc  expedling  no  danger. The 

commanding  officer  of  the  provincials  was  much  to 
blame  for   being  at  all  ofi^'his  guard  when  he  was  fo 

near 


A,  b.  1777-  "^^^    WAR    IN    AMERICA.  273 

an  enemy:  for  had  his  out  guards  been  placed  fo  as  to 
have  given  the  alarm  in  time,  they  might  have  been 
able  either  to  have  defended  themfelves,  or  fled  from 
the  fury  ofadefperate  enemy. 

It  was  faid  that  a  great  number  of  thofe  that  were 
killed  on  that  occalion,  were  people  v,dio  had  left 
their  houfes  and  fled  for  llielter  into  the  woods,  for 
fear  of  the  enemy  ;  that  few  of  them  had  any  arms, 
and  were  not  in  a  finuarion  to  defend  themfelves.  It 
is  the  unavoidable  confequence  of  all  wars,  but  efpe- 
cially  civil  v/ars,  to  involve  the  innocent  and  helplefs 
in  the  fame  hardOiips' and  diftrefs  with  the  guilty; 
and  it  is  frequently  in  fome  cafes  difficult  to  diftin- 
guifll  the  one  from  the  other  in  the  rtiidit  of  the 
buftleofwar,  and  the  commixture  of  parties.  Acci- 
dents of  this  nature  falling  oiit  in  the  hands  of  Gene- 
ral Grey  or  Sir  William  Howe,  carried  a  worfe 
afpeft  than  if  they  had  happened  under  the  authority 
bf  a  Yaughan,  a  Grant,  or  a  Prevoft.  The  pro- 
feOions  of  liberty  v/hich  thefe  firft  gentlemen  had 
fo  often  made,  and  their  former  character,  as  humane 
and  brave  men,  made  any  adlion  that  had  the  appear- 
ance of  cruelty,  or  was  inimical  to  the  general 
rights  of  mankind,  ftrike  the  attention  of  the  public 
more  forcibly  than  any  tranfacbions  from  the  hands 
of  thofe  from  whom  no  better  things  were  expefted. 
It  was  even  painful  to  many  true  friends  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  conftitution,  that  one  of  the  firll  and  greatefl 
officers  in  Europe,  and  a  profefTed  friend  of  the  na- 
tural rights  of  mankind,  (liould  lb  much  as  be  fuf- 
pefted  of  an  action  unworthy  of  his  character.  They 
endeavoured  to  cover  this  tranfaction  with  the  mantle 
of  charity,  and  to  put  as  favourable  a  conftruction  up- 
on it  as  poITible.     Hiitory  muft:  do  juilice   to   truth, 

Vol.  11.  M.m  and 
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and  tranfmit  tranfaflions  to  pofterity  as  they  happen- 
ed, without  refpeft  of  perfons  or  regard  to  particular 
attachments.  Thele  ideas  of  honour,  which  military 
men  are  often  poffeffed  of,  determine  them  to  purfuits, 
which  as  philofophers,  their  minds  can  never  approve. 
It  has  much  the  appearance  of  inconfiltency,  for  men 
to  difapproveof  a  war  as  unrighteous  and  opprefTive, 
and  vet  became  the  principal  condudors  for  it,  and 
leaders  in  the  oppreffion. 

General  Howe  finding  that  the  enemy  could  not  by 
any  means  be  brought  to  aftion,  and  that  they  were 
ardently  abandoning  the  proteclion  of  the  capital 
rather  than  hazard  a  final  decifion,  took  meafures 
to  poiTefs  himielf  of  the  command  of  the  Schuylkill, 
which  at  length  enabled  him  to  pafs  the  army  over 
that  river  without  oppofition.  Upon  September  26, 
he  advanced  to  German'  Town,  and  next  morning 
Lord  Cornwallis  took  pofTeffion  of  Philadelphia. 
Thus  was  this  rich  and  flourilliing  city,  the  capital  of 
the  moft  rifing  colony,  and  the  feat  of  the  general 
congrefs  of  delegates,  who  gave  laws  and  govern- 
ment to  the  continent  of  North  America,  reduced 
without  oppofition,  and  of  confcquence  without  da- 
mage. It  remains  as  yet  among  the  myfteries  of  this 
war,  why  the  colonifts  fo  foon  gave  up  this  city, 
and  why  the  king's  troops  fo  foon  abandoned  and 
left  it.  The  Americans  on  this  occafion  adled  with  a 
prudence,  and  forefight,  which  was  not  the  privilege 
of  our  commanders,  and  commiffioners.  They  well 
knew  that  the  keeping  of  this  city,  and  the  obftacles 
which  they  had  prepared  in  the  river  Delaware  toem- 
barrais  the  enemy,  would  fo  weaken  General  Howe's 
army  before  he  could  receive  any  reinforcements, 
T.hiiz     they    Vvould    have    it    in   their    power    either 

to 
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to  make  ths  city  too  hot  for  him,  or  make  htm  aban- 
don it,  without  running  the  rifk  of  a  general  engage- 
ment in  the  open  fields.  Mud  Illand  and  Red  Bank 
were  left  to  be  mortal  thorns  in  the  fides  of  the 
King's  forces,  where  a  few  could  do  execution  upon 
great  numbers,  and  efcape  when  they  pleafed  with 
little  injury  to  themfelves.  It  v/ill  appear  in  the 
hiflory  of  this  campaign,  that  the  Americans  had 
other  defigns  in  giving  up  Philadelphia,  than  becaufe 

they  were   not    able    to  keep  it. It  had  been 

reported  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  were  de- 
termined to  reduce  it  to  afhes,  rather  than  it  {hould 
become  a  place  of  arms,  and  the  centre  of  operation 
to  Britifh  fleets  and  armies:  but  though  this  was 
propofed  by  fome  it  was  never  agreed  to.  The 
Quakers  at  this  time  were  very  troublefome  to  the 
colonifts:  fome  of  their  pri-ncipal  people  were  great- 
ly attached  to  the  royal  caufe,  and  would  give  no  fe- 
c-urity  by  word  or  writing  for  their  behaviour.  They 
would  neither  promife  fubminion  to  the  then  govern- 
ment, nor  engage  to  hold  no  correfpondence  with 
the  King's  forces.  They  even  refufed  to  confine 
themfelves  to  their  refpeclive  dwelling  houfes,  and 
boldly  appealing  to  the  laws  for  redr.:is  and  lecurity 
to  their  perfons,  ftrongly  reproached  thofe  who  un- 
der the  pretence  of  afierting  and  proteding  the  liber- 
ties of  the  fiabjeds,  had  involved  the  v;hole  continent 
in  a  civil  war  and  contention ;  and  who  at  the  fame 
time,  in  the  moll  tyrannical  manner,  deprived  them 
of  their  perfonal  liberty,  and  of  every  fecurity  whicii 
they  derived  from  the  laws.  It  was  replied,  that  the 
laws  themfelves,  and  all  other  confideritions,  mull: 
give  way  to  public  fafety,  in  cafes  of  great  and  emi- 
nent danger;    that   there  was   no  new  or  particular 
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hardfliip  in  the.  prefens  meafure,  which  was  juftified 
by  thepraftice  of  all  flates  in  fimilar  circumftancesj 
that  in  England,  in  its  higheft  ft  ate  of  freedom,  and 
under  its  happieft  government,  the  Habeas  Corpus 
law  was  fufpended  in  ca^es  of  internal  commotion,  or 
the  apprehenfion  of  a  foreign  invafion,  that  their  fuf- 
picion  only  was  a  fufficient  ground  for  fecuring  the 
perfonsof  fubjeds,  v/ithout  regard  to  rank,  quality,, 
or  any  fecurity  they  might  propofe  to  give  for  their 
peaceable  behaviourj  but  that  their  fituation  was 
much  more  favourable,  if  their  incorrigible  obftinacy, 
the  r  dangerous  defigns  againft  the  flate,  and  their 
moi  cal  enmity  to  the  government   had  not  precluded 

them  from  its   benefits. They  were  not  retained 

in   perfon  merely  upon  fufpicion,  however  ftrong  and 
well  grounded   that  was,    and   however  juftifiable  the 
meafures   would  be  upon  that  ground  only;   it  was 
immediately  in  their  power  to  retvirn  in  the  mod  un- 
reftrained  liberty  to  their  habitation?,  only  by  com- 
plying with  that  very  moderate  teft  of  their  princi- 
ples  and  conduft  which  was   required,    and  fliewing 
that  obedience  tq  government,   and  good  difpofitioi> 
to  the   ilate,  which  every  member  of  fociety  owes  to 
the    community   to   v^^hich  he   belongs,   as   a  return 
for  the  protection  he   receives.     But  that  as  they  de- 
nied  ail   allegiance  to  the  ftatf^,   they  of  courfe  dif- 
claimed  its  prote6lion  and  forfeited   all  the  privileges 
of  citizeniliip;   whilil  by   refuung  every  fecurity,  for 
their  peaceable  demeanor,  they  could  only   be  confi- 
dered  as  its  moft  dangerous  and  determined  enemies. 
As  thefc  gentlemen  were  unconquerable  in  their  refo- 
Jution  not  to  fubmit  to  tlie  propofed  teft,  they  were 
ail  fcnt  toViiginiaas  a  place  of  fecurity  upon  theap- 
proach  of  the  royal  army. 

When 
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"When  Lord  Howe  received  intelligence  of  the  fuc- 
cefs  at  Brandy  wine,  and  the  determined  progrefs  of 
the  army  to  Phiiadelphiai  he  took  the  mofl  fpeedy 
and  effe(5lual  meafures  for  conduding  the  fleet  a,nd 
tranfports  round  to  the  Del  aware,  not  only  to  be  ac 
hand  to  concur  in  the  active  operations  of  the  cam- 
paign, but  to  fupply  the  army  with  provifions  and 
flores,  which  he  knew  by  this  time  would  be  indif- 
penfibly  neceffary.  The  voyage  was  intricate,  tedi- 
ous, and  dangerous,  and  nothing  Icfs  than  a  fkill  and- 
ability  equal  to  that  which  was  exerted  in  the  con- 
ducl  and  management  of  fo  great  a  number  of  ihips, 
could  have  prevented  the  iofs  from  being  confider-. 
able. 

The  paffage  to  Philadelphia  was  yet  impratlicable, 
the  fleet  drew  up  and  anchored  along  the  wellern  qr 
Pennfylvania  fliore,  from  Ready  Ifland  to  Newcafl:le. 
^fter  the  Britiih  troops  had  taken  poflefilon  of  Phila- 
delphia, their  flrft  ©bjed;  was  the  erefting  of  batteries 
to  command  the  river,  both  to.  prevent  the  inter- 
courfe  of  the  American  vefiels  between  their  upper- 
and  lower  pofts,  and  to  proteft  the  city  from  any  in- 
fult  by  water.  The  necefllty  and  propriety  of  this 
meafure  became  obvious  as  foon  as  k  was  determin- 
ed upon.  The  day  immediately  after  the  arrival 
of  the  forces,  the  American  frigate  Delaware,  of  32. 
guns,  ancho.ed  within  five  hundred  yards  of  the 
unflniilied  batteries  and  being  feconded  by  ano- 
ther frigate,  with  fome  fmalier  vefl^eJs,  they  began 
and  fupported  a  very  heavy  cannonade  for  fome  hours, 
upon  the  batteries  and  the  town.  They  did  noc 
however  difcover  the  judgment  which  their  know- 
ledge might  have  been  fuppofed  to  afford  them; 
for  upon  the  falling  back  of  the  tide    the  Delaware 

grounded, 
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crrounded,  fo  that  fhe  could  not  be  got  off.  This 
was  foon  perceived  by  the  grenadiers,  who  brought 
their  battalion  field^  pieces  to  play  upon  her  with  fo- 
true  an  aim  and  full  aneffed:,  that  the  Delaware  was 
obliged  to  ftrike  her  colours,  and  was  boarded  by 
anofficeranda  detachn:ient  of  the  grenadiers.  Ge- 
neral Cleveland  profited  by  the'effeft  of  the  battalion 
o-uns,  by  dire(51:ing  the  whole  fire  of  the  batteries 
againfl  the  other  vefiels,  which  were  compelled  to  re- 
tire, with  the  lofs  of  a  fchooner  which  was  driven  on 
Ihore. 

The  Americans  had  bellowed  much  labour  and  ex- 
pence  to  render  the  Delaware  unnavigable;  they  had 
conftru(5ted  great  and  numerous  works  to  render  the 
pafTage  to  Philadelphia  impra<5licable.  In  the  profe- 
cution  of  this  defign  they  had  ere(fled  works  and  bat- 
teries, upon  a  flat  low  marfhy  ifland,  or  rather  a 
bank  of  mud  or  fand,  which  had  been  raifed  and" 
heaped  up  by  the  water  near  the  jundtion  of  the 
Schuylkill  and  the  Delaware,  and  which  from  its 
nature  was  called  Mud  Ifland.  On  the  fide  cppofite 
to  New  Jerfey,  at  a  place  called  Red  Bank,  they 
had  alfo  conflirufted  a  fort  or  redoubt,  v/ell  planted 
with  heavy  cannon.  In  the  deep  navigable  chan- 
nel between  and  under  the  cover  of  thefe  batteries, 
they  had  funk  feveral  ranges  of  frames,  to  which, 
from  a  fimilitude  in  the  confrruftion,  they  had  given 
the  French  name  of  Chevaux  de  Frize,  being  com- 
pofed  of  converfe  beams,  firmly  joined  pointing  in 
various  directions,  and  llrongly  headed  with  iron. 
Thefe  were  fo  ponderous  and  heavy,  and  funk  in  fuch 
a  depth  of  water,  as  rendered  it  equally  difiicult  for 
them  to  be  weighed  or  cut  through,  and  deftruftive  to 
any  one  fiiip  that  fliould  happen  to  ftrike  upon  them. 
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It  was,  however  impoITible  to  attempt  to  remove 
thefe,  or  to  open  the  channel,  till  once  the  command 
of  the  Hiores  on  both  fides  was  fully  obtained.  About 
three  miles  farther  down  they  had  funk  other  ranges 
of  thefe  machines,  and  were  conflrufting  other  exten- 
five  works  for  their  proteftion,  which  though  they 
were  not  yet  finifhed,  were  in  fuch  forwardnefs  as  to 
be  provided  with  artillery,  and  to  command  their  ob- 
je6l.  This  fortification  waserecfled  on  the  Jerfey  fide, 
at  a  place  called  Bellings  Point.  Thefe  works  and  ma- 
chines were  further  fupported  by  feveral  gallies  mount- 
ing heavy  cannon,  together  with  two  floating  batte- 
ries, a  number  of  armed  veffels  and  fmall  craft  of  va- 
rious kinds,  and  fome  fire  fliips.  In  fliort  the  Dela- 
ware feemed  to  teem  with  every  defenfive  preparation 
which  could  render  the  navigation  of  the  river  imprac- 
ticable to  the  fleet,  and  exceedingly  dangerous  to  all 
large  veflTels  that  fhouid  attempt  to  approach  Philadel- 
phia. 

The  firft  operation  which  was  tried  by  the  army 
was  to  diflodge  the  enemy  from  Billings  Fort.  This 
officer  was  appointedto  Colonel  Stirling,  who  perform- 
ed the  fervice  eff-'eflually.  For  the  provincials  retired 
as  foon  as  they  heard  of  his  approach,  fpiked  up  the 
cannon,  let  fire  to  the  barracks,  and  abandoned 
the  place.  Captain  Hammond  of  the  Rcebuck,  with 
great  difficulty,  and  fome  oppofition  from  the  enemy> 
cut  away  and  weighed  fo  much  of  the  Chevaux  de- 
Frize,  as  opened  a  narrow  palfage  for  the  fhips  through 
the  lower  barriers.  After  the  detachment  which 
was  fent  upon  this  flrft  exploit  were  returning  from 
Jerfey,  another  regiment  was  fent  to  meet  them  an 
Chefter,  in  order  to  form  a  fufficient  efcort  for  a  large 
convoy  of  proviiions  to  the    camp.     Tlie    army   was 
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-ftilHying  at  German -town,  a  very  long  and  populous 
village,  about  fix  miles  from  Philadelphia,  and  which 
llretching  on  both  fides  of  the  great  road  to  the  north- 
ward forms  a  continued  ftreet  of  two  miles  in  lengths 
— The  line  of  encampment  crolTed  German-town  at 
right  angles  about  the  centre,  the  left  wing  extended 
on  the  weft  to  Schuylkill.  That  wihg  was  cover- 
ed in  front  by  the  German  ChalTeurs,  both  mounted 
and  unmounted  J  a  battalion  of  light  infantry,  and  the 
Queen's  Rangers,  were  in  the  front  of  the  right;  and 
the  fortieth  regiment,  with  another  battalion  of  light 
infantry  were  pofted  at  the  head  of  the  village.  Lord 
Cornwallis  lay  at  Philadelphia  with  four  battalions  of 
grenadiers,  and  as  we  have  obferved,  three  regiments 
had  been  detached  on  the  fide  of  Chefter.  The  Ame- 
ricans were  encamped  at  Shippack  Creek,  about  fix- 
teen  miles  from  German-town.  They  had  received 
fome  reinforcements,  and  were  well  acquainted  with 
the  fituation  of  the  royal  forces:  they  knew  that  the 
army  was  weakened  by  the  detachments  made  to 
Philadelphia  and  Chefter.  Thefe  circumftances  indu- 
ced an  enterprize  which  was  very  little  expecfted  by 
General  Howe,  and  which  the  former  caution  of  Ge- 
neral Walhington  had  by  no  means  promifed.  In- 
fiead  of  keeping  as  ufual  upon  the  defenfive,  the  co- 
lonift's  now  became  the  affailants.  They  quitted  their 
ftrong  poft  at  Shippach  Creek,  at  fix  in  the  evening, 
and  marched  all  night  to  furprize  the  royal  army  in 
its  camp  at  German-town,  Upon  the  4th  of  O6I0- 
ber  their  approach  was  difcovered  by  the  patrolesj 
and  the  army  was  immediately  called  to  arms.  They 
began  their  attack  upon  the  40th  regiment,  and  the 
light  infantry  by  which  it  was  accompanied.  Thefe 
troops  after  making  all  the  refiftance  they  were  able, 

were 
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v;ere  obliged  to  give  way.  Colonel  Mufgrave,  who 
commanded  in  that  qliartePj  threw  him.feif  and  fix 
companies  of  the  40th  regimeilt  into  a  large  firong 
ilone  hoiife,  which  lay  full  in  the  front  of  the  provin- 
cials, which  put  a  ftop  to  their  career,  and  their  hope 
of  immediately  taking  full  polTeffion  of  the  town; 
which  had  they  effected  would  have  enabled  them  ef- 
fetflually  to  have  feparated  the  right  and  left  wings 
of  the  Kings  army.  Mufgrave  kept  his  ftation, 
and  fired  out  of  the  windows,  till  General  Grey  came 
to  his  relief  with  three  battalions  of  the  third  brig-ade, 
who  attacked  the  enemy  with  vigour,  fupported  by 
Brigadier  General  Agnew  at  the  head  o{  the  fourth 
brigade.  The  engagement  was  now  for  Ibme  time 
very  v/arm,  and  it  was  for  a  feafon  doubtful  how  mat- 
ters would  turn.  The  King's  troops  had  now  full 
life  for  all  the  n<ill  and  valour  they  v/ere  mailers  of, 
and  with  difficulty  flood  their  ground  againll  the  fierce 
attack  of  the  Americans.  The  latter  were  however 
attacked  from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  village  bv 
two  regiments  of  the  right  wing,  which  put  them  in- 
to diforder,  and  they  retired  out  of  the  tovvn  with 
confiderable  lofs.  Thefe  were  not  the  only  part  of 
the  king's  forces  that  were  engaged  on  this  occafion; 
the  Pickets  on  the  right  fupported  by  the  4th  and 
45th  regiments  were  warmly  engaged  with  the  left 
wing  ot  the  provincials.  But  General  Grey,  who 
h-ad  driven  the  right  of  the  enemy  out  of  the  villa^^e, 
had  now  time  to  bring  Jlflillance  ro  the  right,  who  an 
this  time  were  in  confiderable  need  of  it:  Upon  his 
approach  the  Americans  retreated,  and  were  very 
gently  purfued  by  our  forces.  The  reafons  given  by 
our  officers  why  thev  nurfued  wick  fo  little  vig;our,  was 
Vol.  II  N  n  that 
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that  the  cQuntry  was  woody,  ftrong,  and  enGiofed, 
that  the  purfuit  they  made  was  attended  with  no  efFe6l; 
and  one  thing  which  proves  the  provincials  were  not 
hard  purfued,  they  carried  their  cannon  clear  off.  It  is 
manifeft  in  this  engagement  that  the  Britiih  forces 
were  pretty  clofely  engaged,  and  were  made  to  feel 
that  the  cowards  in  WalTiington's  army,  were  on 
fome  occafions'not  To  eafiiy  driven  off.  The  morning 
being  mifty^  prevented  feme  part  of  the  American  fuc- 
cefs  in  this  battle i  for  they  could  not  improve  the 
advantages  they  gained  at  firftj  on  account  that  they 
did  not  fee  the  true  fituation  of  the  enemy;  and 
before  they  could  advance  fo  as  to  purfue  their  ad- 
vantage with  fuccefs,  the  king's  troops  were  recover- 
ed from  their  furprize,  and  in  better  condition  to 
receive  them.  They  alfo  affirmed  that  they  often 
could  not  fee  their  own  different  bodies,  and  were 
on  that  account  unable  to  a.d:  in  concert.  It  was  alfo 
faid,  that  fome  of  their  parties  in  the  thicknefs  of  the 
fog,  poured  their  fire  upon  each  other  through  a 
blind  rniftake  on  both  fides,  of  being  engaged  with 
the  enemy.  General  Waffiington  was  prerent  at  this 
engagement,  and  paid  great  compliments  to  his  troops 
on  the  right  wing,  for  their  good  behaviour,  but  as 
he  was  no  witnefs  to  the  behaviour  of  the  left  wing, 
he  did  not  pay  them  fo  high    compliments,  becaufe 

he  had  not  fuffiicient  ground  to  found  his  opinion. 

This  was  a  m.ore  defperate  aftion  than  that  of  Bran- 
dywine,  and  the  lofs  of  the  king's  troops  was  much 
more  confiderable.  Our  accounts  make  our  lofs  only 
553  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners,  and  the  Ameri- 
can lofs  about  a  thoufand,  killed  wounded  and  taken. 
The  Americans  rate  our  lois  confiderably   more,    and 

their 
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their  own  lefs  than  our  accounts  do.     Some  of  our 
briivelt  officers  fell  in  this   engagement;    among  the 
number  o[   the  killed  were  Brigadier  General  Agnew^ 
and  Colonel  Bird,   but  the  number  of   wounded  of- 
ficers was  confiderable.     The  Americans  loft  Gene- 
ral Nafh,  and   federal  other  officers.     In  this   battle 
the  colonifts  made  the  attack,  and  though   they  were 
repuifed  with  feme  lofs,  fiiewed   themfelves   formid- 
able adverfaries,  capable  of  charging  with  refolution, 
and  retreating  with  good  order.     This  acflion  damp- 
ed the  hopes  of  our  generals  concerning  gaining  any 
compieat  viftory,  even  in  an  open  and  fair  engage- 
ment;   they  found   that   the   Britilli   forces   could  do 
little  more  than  Hand  their  ground  againft  the  charge 
of  the  beft  troops  of  the  colonifts,   and   were  even 
put  into  diforder  by  them,  though  fully  upon  their 
guard.     This    fully  convinced   General  Howe,    that 
provided  the  Americans    ftiould   have  been  confider- 
ably  reinforced,  and  inclined  to  make   fucli   another 
attack,  that   his  whole  force  would   nor   be  able  to 
\yithftand  them,  uniefs"  he   could  gain  fome  remarlc- 
able  poft"  of  defence,  which   he  was'  not  likely  fooh 
to  obtain.     The  American  troops  began  now  to  un- 
derftand   their  own  confequence,  and  "p'e'-ceived   that 
the  impreftion  they  made  on  their  enemies  was  fevere- 
ly   fdii     they    therefore'  became  more   daring,   and 
confidered    our   forces    far   from    beihs:    invincible. 
General   Waftiington,   although   he   was   cautious    in 
engaging,  yet  in  all  thole  actions  where  he  was  pre- 
•fent  and   led  on   the   troops,  he  either  gained  fome 
advantageyor  made  inch  an  impreffioh  upon  his  ene- 
mies, that  they  f(^yejL-ely  felt  the  influence  of  his  pfe- 
ibnce.      ^'^^I*,;o  DLil'..;,    c\oar  ..  i:)u..: 

"N  n  1  The 
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The  taking  of  Philadelphia  was  not  attended  with 
all  the  advantages  expecfted  from  that  conqueih  The 
American  army  ftill  kept  the  field,  and  till  the  Dela- 
ware could  be  cleared,  it  was  manifefi:  that  the  army 
could  not  fqpport  itfelf  in  Philadelphia  during  the 
winter.  The  whole  effed  of  the  campaign  depend- 
ed upon  cleaning  the  river,  and  receiving  fupplie§ 
from  the  fleet.  About  two  v/eeks  after  the  iaft  battle 
the  King's  troops  removed  from  German-town  to 
Philadelphia,  as  being  a  more  convenient  fityation 
for  the  redutlion  of  Mud-Illand,  and  for  joining  ope- 
rations with  the  naval  force  in  opening  the  naviga^- 
tion  of  the  river.  The  Americans  upon  the  removing 
of  .the  King's  troops,  returned  to  then*  old  camp  at 
Shepach  Creek,  vv^here   they  continued. 

General  Howe,  and  his  brother  the  Admiral,  were 

employed   in   concerting    meafurcs  for   opening   thp 

river,  and    removing  all  obftrudions.     This  was  an 

operation  in  which   they  found   great  difficulty,   and 

which  employed  the  utmoft  efforts  of  their  military 

'Ikill  and  ability.     TJie  General   orde.^ed  batteries  to 

be  raifed  on  the  weftern  fhore,  on  the   Eennfylvanian 

"fide,  in   hopes  o(   affifting.  in:  dillpdging  the  enemy 

from  Mud-Iflandj    the  difficulty   of  accefs  to  which, 

'was  found  to  render  the  reduction  of  it    much   more 

tedious  and  diflicult  than  had  been  expefted.  .  Fie  al- 

"fo  detached  a  ilrOng  body  of  Heffians  acrofs  the  river 

at  Cooper's   Ferry,  oppbfite    to   the   town,  who  were 

to  march  dov/n.aml  force  the  redoubt  of  Red  Bank, 

whilil:   the  fnios  and    the  batteries  on   the  other  fidp, 

were  to   carry  en  the  ;ittacks  of  MudTlland,  and  the 

enemies  marme  force.     The  Heffian  decachmant  was 

led  on  by  Colonel  Doriop,  who  nac^  gained  fome  re- 

puuticn  in  fcveral  aliens   in   this  war3    it   confifted 

■■"    ■    ■  ■-  ■■■  -^  b^adei, 
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beddes  light  infantry  and  ChalTeurs,  of  three  batta- 
lions of  greanadiers,  and  the  regiment  of  Marbach. 
The  American  force  at  Red  Bank  was  eitimated  about 
Soo  men. 

The  difpofition  for  hi§  attack  hath  been  reprefent- 
ed  as  the  mod  mafterly   in  the   kind;  and  the  valour 
and  courage  of  the  troops   highly  extolled;    but  not- 
withftandingof  all   the   vigour  fhewn    by  our   forces 
both  by  lea  and  land,    this   enterprize  failed  of  fuc- 
cefs,  and    the    800   cowards    in  Red- Bank  killed    a 
thouiand  of  the  braveil  troops   in   the  world.     Colo- 
nel  Donop    attacked   the  enemy's  trenches  with  the 
utmoft  gallantry,  and  after  a  very  fliarp  a<5lion  carried 
an  extenfive  out-work;     but    he    found   the  enemy 
better  covered   in    the  body  of  the  redoubt,  and  the 
defence  more  vigorous    than   he    expefted.       Some 
have  thought  that  the  Americans  fuffered    him  to  eri- 
ter  the  outwork  on  purpofe  that   they   might  prevent 
him  from   ever  getting  out   again;   and  if  this   was 
their  defign;  they  gained  the  point  they  had   in  view. 
For  this  brave   colonel  was   there  mortally  wounded, 
and  taken  prifoner;    feveral  of  his   bejfl  officers   were 
killed,  or  djfabled;  and  the  HefTians  after  a  defperate 
engagement  were    repulfed  with  great  lofs.     Colonel 
Mingerede,  the  next  in  command,  was  alfo  danger- 
ouily  wounded,   and  the  detachment  was  brought  off 
by  lieutenant  colonel  Linfing;   having  fuffered  much 
in  the  approach   to,  and  retreat   from  the  attack,  by 
the   fire  of  the  provincial  gallies  and    floating  bat- 
teries.    The   lofs  of  the    HelTians  on  this  occafion, 
was  on  this  fide  the  Atlantic,  reduced   to    500  men, 
but  from  the  beft   information  on  the   other  fide,  it 
was  determined     to    be     loco,  and  not  below  900 
men,     Thefe  German  hirelings  receiv-ed  the  reward 
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of  their  fcivice  on  this  occafion,  and  though  they  be- 
haved with  great  bravery,  no  pcrlbn  who  confiders 
their  principles  of  aftion  can  lament  their  f?Ji.  For 
men  to  have  hired  themfeives  to  fight  againft.the  rights 
of  human  nature,  degrades  them  beneath  the  very 
beafts  of  the  field  j  courage  and  bravery  engaged  againft 
virtue  and  liberty,  is  like  the  Dragon  and  his  angels 
fighting  againft  Micliael  and  his  aiigels. 

The  attack  by  water  was  not  more  fuccefsful  than 
that  which  was  made  by  land  ;  the  men  of  war  and 
frio-ates  appointed  for  this  attacks  having  palled  v/ith 
s^ifficulty  through  the  low  barrier,  took  every  poffible 
difpofition  that  the  nature  and  fituation  of  the  works 
v/ould  admit  for  the  deflruftion  of  the  upper  works 
and  defences.  But  when  all  this  was  done  the  fnips 
couid  not  bring  their  fire  to  bear,  fo  as  to  do  much 
injury  to  the  works.  The  Americans  had  by  delign- 
ed  obftruclions,  fo  altered  the  courfe  and  channel  of 
ipf  the  river,  the  bed  thereof  was  greatly  changed 
:^oin  its  natural  courfe.  By  this  means  the  Augufta 
man  of  war  and  the  Merlin  floop,  were  grounded  fo 
fkft  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  Chevaux  de  Frize,  that 
there  remained  not  the  fmalleft  poflibility  of  getting 
them  off.  While  they  were  in  this  fituation  they  were 
in  danger  of  being  deitroyed  by  four  fire-fliips,  that 
were  fent  down  by  the  enemy,  upon  the  Augufta. 
The  effefl  of  thefe  fire  vefiels  was  hov/ever  prevented 
by  the  aftivity  of  the  failars;  yet  this  was  of  little  fer- 
vice  to  the  Augufta,  which  took  fire  in  the  engage- 
ment, and  obliged  the  others  to  make  all  the  hafte 
they  could  to  get  out  of  the  reach  of  the  explofton. 
In  thefe  prefTing  and  difficult  circumftances,  the  Mer- 
lin was  fpeedily  deferted,  and   laid    in  a  train  of  de- 

ftrudion  -,  and  the  greater  part  ot  the  orhcers  and  crew 

of 


A.  D.  1777-        THE     WAR     IN     AMERICA.  287 

of  the  Augiifta  were  faved.  The  fecond  lieutenant, 
chaplain,  and  gunner,  and  a  very  confiderable  part  of 
the  common  men  unhappily  ])crifhed.  This  is  the 
firlt  time  we  have  had  occafion  to  meet  %vith  a  chap- 
lain in  the  hiftory  of  this  war;  and  it  is  not  eafy  to 
conceive  of  what  fervice  any  of  that  charafter  can  be 
in  carrying  on  fiich  cruel  and  bloody  tranfaftions. — 
Men  who  carry  on  an  offcnnve  war,  either  upon  ab~ 
lurd  or  doubtful  principles,  muit  be  very  ignorant  to 
imagine  that  any  creature  like  this  that  was  unfortun- 
ately loll  on  this  occafion,  can,  by  any  formal  or  oc- 
cafional  devotion,  fandify  an  adion  in  itfelf  immoral. 
If  there  was  no  other  thing  to  blall  the  fuccefs  of  a 
war,  the  improper  and  irreverent  devotion  that  is  paid 
to  the  Almighty,  both  by  the  chaplains  and  their  au- 
diences, is  fufficient  to  do  it.  There  is  no  money 
worfe  fpent  than  that  which  is  laid  out  upon  thofe  mi- 
litary officers  called  chaplains  :  They  are  in  general 
more  the  patterns  of  vice  than  of  virtue,  and  with  re- 
gard to  fea  chaplains,  when  the  author  of  their  inftall- 
ment  is  confidered,  there  is  not  much  good  to  be  ex-' 
pecfted  from  them  at  prefent. 

The  bad  fuccefs  of  this  enterprize,  though  It  ftag- 
gered  the  confidence  of  the  leaders  of  the  war,  yet  it 
did  not  totally  damp  their  refolution  ;  and  necelTitv, 
as  well  as  a  fenfe  of  military  honour,  fpurred  them  on 
to  make  a  new  attempt  to  open  trie  Delaware.  Till 
this  was  done,  all  their  form.er  proceedings  were  cs  fo 
much  vain  labour,  and  fruitlefs  toil;  they  therefore' 
adopted  new  fchemiCS,  purfned  nev/  meafurc^s,  and  took 
other  ground.  Nor  were  the  coloniils  idle  on  theii- ' 
parr,  in  preparing  every  obftruftion  thtv  could  devif^ 
to  render  all  the  efforts  of  the  fleet  and  army  unf.'C- 
celsful.     They    knew  of  what  cf^nfequence   it  was  to' 

them 
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them,  to  keep  the  naval  force  feparated  from  the 
army,  and  to  render  the  comm.unication  between  them 
tedious  and  difficult.  They  accordingly  did  all  that 
they  could  to  flrenghthen  their  defences.  Though 
they  did  not  expetft  that  they  would  be  able  to  with- 
ftand  the  united  force  of  the  fleet  and  army,  yet  they 
knew  that  they  could  weaken  them  both  with  little  da- 
mage to  themfelves  ;  which  upon  the  whole  would  be 
fo  much  gain  to  them.  After  much  preparation  and 
fevere  labour,  as  well  as  imminent  danger,  the  officers 
and  feamen  convoyed  fome  heavy  artillery,  provifions, 
and  {lores  up  the  river,  by  a  different  channel,  on  the 
weft  fide,  to  a  fmall  marffiy  ifland,  where  they  erec- 
ted batteries,  which  greatly  incommoded  the  works 
of  the  Americans.  On  the  ijch  of  November  every 
thing  being  prepared  for  the  attack,  the  IfAs  and 
Somerfet  men  of  war,  pafTed  up  the  eaft  channel  in 
order  to  attack  the  provincial  works  in  the  front  :  fe- 
veral  frigates  drew  up  againft  a  new  fort  which  was 
eredled  on  the  Jerfey  fide  near  Manto  Creek,  which 
was  fo  fuuaced  as  to  flank  the  men  of  war  in  their 
ftations;  and  two  armed  vefTels,  mounted  with  24 
pounders,  made  their  way  through  the  narrow  chan- 
nel on  the  weft  fide,  at  the  back  of  Hogg-ifiand. — > 
This  was  a  matter  of  the  greateft  confequence  with 
regard  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  attack,  as  thefe  two  vefTels 
in  concert  with  the  batteries  newly  erefted  in  Pro- 
vince ifland,  enfiladed  the  principal  works  which  the 

provincials    had    ereded    upon    Mud  ifland. An 

heavy  fire  was  begun  and  fupported  on  both  fides, 
till    the  fhips    of  v/ar  and    the    armed    vcflels  about 

night  filenced  the  batteries  on  Mud  Ifland. The 

garrifon,  who  underrtood  that  the  utmoft  force  of 
both  army  and  navy  would  next  morning  be  applied 

to 
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to   reduce   the  forr,  fet  fire  to  all  their  works  in  the 

night,  and  retired. It  was  never  known  what  lofs 

the  provincials  fuftained  in  the  fevtT.il  affaults  upon 
this  fort  J  in  our  accounts  their  lofs  of  men  is  faid  to 
have  been  confiderable,  and  certainly  they  muft  have 
fiiffered  Tome  lofs;  but  the  wdiole  troops  that  were  in 
the  forr  were  not  equal  in  number  to  the  half  of  the 
flain  on  the  fide  of  the  royal  forces.  The  lofs  of  our 
fleet  was  not  confiderable,  confidering  the  danger  it 
was  expofed  to,  though  a  great  number  were  wound- 
ed, and  feveral  loft  their  lives  on  this  occafion.  The 
colonifts  left-fome  artillery  and  ftores,  which  fell  into 
the  hands  of  our  troops.  In  a  few  days  after  Lord 
Cornwallis  pafled  over  with  a  detachment  from  Chefler 
to  Billings  Fort,  where  he  was  joined  by  a  body  of 
forces  juft' arrived  from  New  York.  They  marched 
all  together  to  Red  Bank,  which  the  provincials  aban- 
doned at  their  approach,  leaving  their  artillery  and 
fome  ftores  behind  them. 

The  American  fhipping  had  now  loft  all  protec- 
tion on  either'  fide  of  the  river;  their  gailies  and 
other  vefTcls  took  the  advantage  of  a  favourable  night 
to  pafs  the  barriers  of  Philadelphia,  and  efcaped  to 
place's  of  fcGurity  farther  up  the  river.  To  fecure 
thefe,  an  officer  vnth  a  party  of  feamen  was  ordered 
to  man  the  Delaware  frigate,  which  was  lately  taken 
and  lying  at  Philadelphia,  and  to  take  ftich  meafures 
as  might  prevent  the  remainder  from  efcaping.  The 
crews  of  the  American  vefTels  finding  themfelves  fur- 
rounded,  fet  fire  to  their  fliips  and  kf"t  them.  About 
feventeen  of  diflerent  forts,  including  two  floating- 
batteries  and  fire-fhips,  were  all  confumed.  After 
gaining  all  thefe  advantages,  the  feafon  of  the  year 
and  other  obftruftions,  rendered  the  clearing  of  the 
river  for  any  efte6tual  purpofes,  altogether  imprafli- 
Vol.  IL  '       O  o  cablci 
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cable  J  lb  that  the  making  or  difcovering  fnch  a  chan- 
nel, as  might  admit  of  tranfports  or  vefTcls  of  eafy 
burthen  with  provifions  and  neceflarys  for  the  ufe  of 
the  army,  was  all  that  could  be  obtained  at  prefent. 

General  Wafhington  was  now  reinforced  with  a 
recruit  of  4000  men  from  the  northern  army,  and  ad- 
vanced within  14  miles  of  Philadelphia,  to  a  place 
called  White  March,  where  he  encamped  in  a  ftrong 
iituarion  with  his  right  to  the  Wiffaheehon  Creek, 
and  his  front  partly  covered  by  Sandy  Run.  Thi& 
movement  made  General  How  imagine  that  he  in- 
tended fome  enterprize,  and  that  hi^  late  reinforce- 
ment would  encourage  him  to  hazard  a  battle  for 
the  rcovery  of  Philadelphia;  This  was  not  at  all 
his  intention;  he  knew  that  this  movement  would 
fugged  this  idea  to  General  Howe,  and  make  him 
draw  out  his  army  to  the  field,  which  in  the  middle 
of  winter  would  harrafs  the  troops,  and  diftrefs  both 
the  men  and  officers.  The  Englifh  general  imagined 
that  either  Wafliington  would  give  him  battle,  or 
that  if  he  obferved  his  ufual  caution,  there  might  be 
l\im  vulnerable  part  in  his  camp,  where  he  might  be 
attacked  with  fuccefs.  For  thefe  reafons  he  march- 
ed his  army  on  the  4th  of  December  at  night,  and 
cook  pofton  Chefnut-hill,  in  the  front  of  VYalh- 
ington's  camp,  on  the  next  morning.  Finding  that 
their  right  afforded  no  opening  for  an  attack,  he  chang- 
ed his  ground  before  day-light  upon  the  feventh,  and 
took  a  newllation  oppofite  to  their  centre  and  left. — - 
A  few  flcirmiihes  happened^  in  which  the  king's  troops 
were  the  conquerors,  who  purfued  the  flying  parties 
almoft  to  their  works.  The  general  continued  for 
three  days  conftantly  in  their  fight,  and  advanced 
within  a  mile  of  their  works  i  but  when  he  had  exa- 
mined 
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mined  them  with  great  attention,  he  found  them  inac- 
ceflible,  and  fo  gave  up  his  defign  as  entirely  fruitlefs. 
The  army  fuffered  greatly  from  the  feverity  of  the 
weather,  both  officers  and  men  being  totally  deftitute 
of  tents  and  field  accoutrements.  Sir  William  Howe 
accordingly  began  his  march  to  Philadelphia  upon  the 
Sth  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  who  fufFered  him  to 
return  as  he  came,  without  gaining  one  point  except 
much  toil  and  fatigue  to  the  officers  and  the  men. 
This  General  Waffiington  forefaw  would  be  theconfe- 
quence,  and  it  was  all  that  he  intended  by  his  move- 
ment ;  for  he  immediately  removed  his  camp  from 
White  March  to  Valley  Forge  upon  the  Schuylkill, 
about  15  miles  from  Philadelphia,  in  a  very  flrong  and 
fecure  iituation. 

General  Howe  now  as  the  feafon  was  too  far  ad- 
vanced to  admit  of  any  other  attention  except  what 
related  to  the  accommodation  of  the  troops,  fcnt  a 
grand  detachment  out  to  procure  forage  for  the  win- 
ter, which  performed  its  purpofe  with  fuccefs.  The 
Americans  continued  during  the  winter  feafon  in  huts 
in  their  camp,  without  returning  to  their  homes,  or 
going  into  winter  quarters.  This  fhewed  thei.r  great 
zeal  for  the  caufe  they  were  engaged  in,  and  the  un- 
bounded influence  which  (General  Wafhington  had 
over  the  minds  of  the  Americans.  Thus  ended  the 
campaign  upon  the  Delaware  j  a  campaign,  concern- 
ing which  there  have  been  various  opinions,  and  which 
affords  room  for  very  ferious  refleflions.  The  Britilh 
troops  had  been  in  general  fuccefsful,  without  gain- 
ing any  advantage  i  for  with  all  their  vi6torics,  and 
the  Urong  tide  of  fuccefs  which  was  faid  to  attend  them 
at  the  clofe  of  the  campaign,  the  amount  of  all  theirs 
labours  and  battles  was  fimply  a  good  winter's  lodging 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  ^  whilft  rhe  t.roo[)s  pofleiTed 

no. 
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no  more  of  the  adjacent  country  than  they  immedi- 
ately commanded  with   their  arms.     Another  difcou- 
ragement  attended    the  conclufion  of  this  campaign, 
waSj  that  though  the  coloniilis  might  fight  theni  when 
they  had  a  mind,  and  with  advantages  to  themfelves, 
it  was  impoffible  for  the  royal  army   to  bring  them  to 
an  engagement  againft  their  will.     This  occafioned 
much  uneafmefs  in  England  among  the  promoters  of 
this  unrighteous  war;   who  had  been  fo    much   elated 
with  the  news  of  the  firft  fuccelTes,  and  had  boalted  in 
the  mod  extravagant  manner.    Gloomy  reflections  be- 
gan now  to  croud  upon  them,  and  guilt  and  difappoint- 
ment  greatly  chagrined  their  minds.     They  began  to 
find  thatvidory  and  defeat  were  nearly  attended  with 
the  fame  confequences.     The  fubftance  of  the  nation 
W3.S  wailed,  its  beft  blood  was  fpik,  yet  ftill  there  was 
nothing  done.     The  American  war  was  nearly  in  the 
fame  ftate  that  it  was  at  the  beginning,  merely  with 
this  difference,  that   the  colonifls  were  inured  to  war, 
'  and  could  make  no  better  defence.     In   the  bginning 
of  this  year  the  minifterial   boafting  run  very  high, 
concerning  the  marvellous  things  that  General  Howe 
would  do  in  the  fpring;   and  when   they  received  the 
account  of   the  defeat  in   the  Jerfies,  they  had  fixed 
their  hopes   upon  the   atchievements   which    were  to 
be  performed   by  the   northern  army  under  General 
Burgoyne.     We  mud  now  leave  Sir  William  Howe  in 
his  winter  quarters  in  Philadelphia,  and  look  back  to 
the  affairs  of  Canada  and  the  Lakes. 

In  viewing  the  hirtory  of  the  fouthern  campaign, 
^ve  have  beheld  a  train  of  victories  without  any  equi- 
valent advantages,  and  hcaid  of  wonderful  atchieve- 
ments, without  fo  much  as  feeing  one  province  fub- 
dued;   a  large  fleet  and  a  numerous  armv  of  the  beft 

troops 


A.  I>.  1777-  THE    WAR     IN    AMERICA.  293 

troops  ever  fent  over  the  Atlantic,  confined  in  their 
operations  to  the  defence  of  a  fingle  city,  withoiic 
being  able  to  fecure  two  leagues  of  country  for  the 
Ipace  of  a  few  days.  The  Northern  campaign  was 
ftill  more  unkiccelsful  ;  for  their  we  meet  with  no- 
thing except  dilgrace,  defeat  and  difappointment.  The 
war  upon  the  lide  of  Canada  and  the  Lakes  was  com- 
mitted to  Lieutenant -General  Burgoyne,  an  ofHcer 
whole  abilities  were  unqueftioned,  and  whofe  fpirit  of 
enterprize,  and  thirft  for  military  glory,  though  it 
might  be  rivalled,  could  not  poffibly  be  exceeded. 
It  is  fomewhat  doubtful,  nctwithdanding  the  praifes 
that  were  lavifhed  upon  that  ofHcer  whether  his  capa- 
city was  adequate  to  the  arduous  undertaking  he  was 
now  engaged  in.  The  fertility  of  his  imagination, 
and  the  brilliancy  of  his  fancy,  feemed  to  have  pre- 
vailed more  in  his  character,  than  foundnefs  of  judc^- 
ment,    true  caution,  or  penetration. 

The  appointment  of  General  Burgoyne  to  this  com- 
mand was  far  from  being  pleafmg  to  General  Carleton 
and  his  friends  ;  it  gave  great  offence  to  the  general, 
who  by  his  good  condud  prelcrved  (^ebec,  defended 
Canada,  ijnd  recovered  Lake  Chahnplain.  He  felt 
ieverely  the  affront,  that  when  he  had  brought  mat- 
ters fo  forward,  that  the  command  fhould  be  taken 
from  him  and  given  to  another,  asif  inftead  ofhavino- 
merited  honour  for  his  fervices,  he  had  deferved  dif- 
grace  and  mortification.  It  was  faid  that  his  powers 
had  been  diminifhed  in  proportion  to  the  greatnefs  of 
his  fervices.  His  military  command  before  extended 
to  every  part  of  America,  whither  he  might  find  it 
neceffary  to  conduft  the  army  under  his  command. 
It  was  now  fuddenly  reftrained  to  the  narrow  limits 
of  his  own  province.     His  friends  obferved  that  he 

had 


-»94 


HISTORY    OF  A. D.  1777. 


had  in  tbe  preceding  campaign,  not  only  driven  the 
enemy  out  of  Canada,  but  had  formed  a  great  naval 
armament,  and  dellroyed  the  enemies  force  upon 
Lake  Champlain,  recovered  Crown  Point,  and  put 
all  things  in  that  quarter  in  a  fair  way  of  fucceeding 
the  next  campaign.  That  nothing'  prevented  him 
from  taking  Ticonderago  except  the  iatenefs  of  the 
feafon,  when  he  would  immediately  profecuted  the 
war  to  the  fourhward.  He  had  during  the  winner, 
applied  his  ufual  induftry  in  forwarding  every  pre- 
paration which  might  promote  the  fuccefs  of  the  de- 
fign  in  the  enfuing  campaign.  When  the  feafon 
opened  the  communication  with  England,  inftead  of 
the  reinforcements  he  required,  and  expeded  the  ful- 
filling of  his  purpofe,  he  received  an  arrangement  to- 
tally new,  which  was  neither  planned  according  to, 
nor  was  the  execution  in  any  degree  leh  to  his  difcre- 
tion.  The  minifter  for  the  American  departmer^t  had 
formed  the  whole  fcheme,  and  had  proceeded  fo  far 
as  to  determine  every  decachment  to  be  made  from 
the  larger  bodies  to  be  employed  in  two  feperate  ex- 
peditions. General  Carleton  was  not  even  confulted 
concerning  the  number  and  nature  of  the  troops, 
which  were  to  remain  under  his  command  for  the  de- 
fence and  fecurity  of  Canada.  In  a  word,  the  army 
which  he  lately  commanded  was  taken  out  of  his 
hands,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  officers  who 
iiad  lately  acSled  under  his  authority,  and  placed  in 
independent  commands,  and  ordered  to  receive  their 
inftruflions  from  Sir  William  Howe  j  which  was  no 
lefs  than  an  open  inlnit  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  who  had 
b^en  already  informed  by  General  Howe  that  the 
diftance  of  their  operations  would  prevent  all  commu- 
nicatioQ  betv^'cen  them.     The  miniiter  on  this  occa- 

fion 
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fion  fliewed  a  real  want  of  ability  for  diredting  fuch 
great  and  dillanr  operations;  he  cook  for  granted 
that  he  perceived  rhe  force  of  the  enemy,  and  all  the 
refources  which  thty  might  have  to  fruftrace  his  plan, 
when  he  did  not  fo  much  as  confider  the  difficulties 
that  even  rofe  from  the  very  nature  of  the  country. 
With  regard  to  the  force  t)f  the  colonifts  in  that  quar- 
ter, neither  the  minifter,  nor  any  of  the  commanders 
appear  to  have  had  the  fmalleft  information.  Gene- 
rals and  troops  an  a  fiidden  ftarted  up,  that  were 
never  heard  of,  nor  believed  to  exift  till  the  very  mo- 
ment of  adion;  and  a  thoufand  impediments  were 
found  to  ftand  in  the  way  of  this  expedition,  that  the 
minifter  never  dreamed  of  and  which  his  genius  never 
fuggefted  to  him.  \ol> 

Sir  Guy  Carletan,  notwirhftanding  thediigracewhich 
the  miniller  had  done  hiin,  behaved  with  a  greatnefs 
of  foul  which  did  him^much  honour.  He  ihewed, 
that  though  he  was  fcnfible  of  the  affront  which  he 
had  received,  yet  he  knew  how  to  pafsover  an  injury, 
and  did  non  fuffcr  any  perfonal  difgrace  to  hinder  him 
from  ferving  his  country,  and  what  he  conceived  to 
be  the  public  caufe  thereof.  He  applied  himfeif  witii 
the  fame  diligence  and  activity  to  forward  by  every 
poffible  means,  and  to  fupport  in  all  its  parts,  the  ex- 
pedition, as  if  it  had  been  his  contrivance  and  folely 
his  own  plan.  This  conduft,  though  it  was  what  go- 
vernment did  not  deferve  from  this  officer,  yet  was 
abiblutely  necefll;ry  for  carrying  on  the  defign  of  chii. 
expedition;  and  though  in  the  end  it  mifgave,  it  v/as 
more  owing  to  the  management  of  General  Carleton, 
that  it  proceeded  fo  far  as  it  did,  than  to  any  good 
conduft  of  the  rai-niiler  v/ho  form.ed  the  plan  thereof. 
The  arrangement  was  fo  complicated,  and  the  parts  of 

the 
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the  expedition  fo  numerous,  and  many  of  them  un- 
known in  pradtice  that  it  was  no  wonder  thar  it  did 
not  fuccee.d.  In  all  its  parts  it  appeared  to  be  the 
ofFspring  of  folly  and  the  creature  of  madnefs.  Carle- 
ton  did  all  in  his  power  to  give  it  birth,  and  though 
lie  was  not  its  parent  he  acted  the  part  of  a  good  nurfe, 
and  "withheld  no  afiiftance  that  was  in  his  power  to 
render  it  effectual . 

The  minifters  at  home  and  efpecially  the  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  American  department  were  deeply 
interefted  in  the  fuccefs  of  this  expedition;  they  had 
founded  the  mofl  fanguine  expe6tations  concerning  it, 
and  had,  in  idea,  anticipated  the  glorious  advantages 
that  would  be  derived  from  it.  Nothing  was  left  un- 
done on  their  fide,  as  far  as  their  penetration  could 
reach  to  render  it  effe<5tual.  All  things  were  pre- 
pared according  to  the  number  of  troops  that  could 
be  fpar-ed  for  that  particular  fervice,  which  were 
thought  conducive  to  give  efficacy  to  their  operations. 
Canada  was  expetled  to  afford  a  warlike  though  un- 
difciplined  milita,  well  calculated  for  and  acquainted 
with  the  nature  and  fervice  of  the  country.  To 
ftrengthen  and  increafe  this  irregular  force,  arms  and 
accoutrements  were  amply  provided  to  fupply  thofe 
numerous  loyalifts,  who  were  expefted  to  join  the 
royal  army  as  foon  as  it  approached  the  frontiers  of 
thefe  provinces.  A  powerful  artillery  was  provided 
to  drive  the  rebels  from  all  their  polls  and  thickets; 
aru.i  it  was  confidered  as  a  hing  impoffible  that  any 
number  of  irregular  troops  could  (land  before  fuch  a 
well  appointed  army  of  veterans.  In  this  particular 
the  minillry  reafoned  fallacioufly ;  for  though  the  colo- 
nifts  were  not  fuch  old  troops  as  fome  of  the  regi- 
ments which  were   fe-nt   againft  them,    they  were  far 

from 
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from  being  irregular.  They  knew  difcipline  and  obey- 
ed command  with  great  ex:i6lnefs,  and  were  determin- 
ed to  venture  their  lives  in  the  caufe  they  were  en- 
gaged in.  And  it  was  found  upon  trial,  that  they  were 
not  fo  eafily  combated  as  Lord  George  Germain  and 
General  Burgoyne  had  imagined. 

Befides  thefe  forces  already  mentioned,  feveral  na- 
tions of  favages  had  been  induced  to  come  into  the 
field;  a  meafure  which  will  fix  an  everlailina;  difp-race 
upon  its  authors,  and  leave  a  blot  upon  the  prefenc 
reign,  that  nothing  but  the  death  of  time  itfelf  will 
be  able  to  wipe  away.  This  meafure  was  defended 
by  miniderial  advocates  upon  thefuppofed  neceflityof 
the  cafe:  as  if  from  the  character  of  the  Indians  it  were 
manifeft  that  they  could  not  be  ftill,  and  if  not  engag- 
ed in  the  King's  fervice,  would  join  the  Americans. — 
This  was  a  vain  and  faife  apprehenfionj  for  the  colo- 
nifts  had  already  refufed  their  fervice,  and  they  had 
ao-reed  to  ftand  neuter  and  live  quietly.  It  was  only 
the  prefents  given  them  by  minifterial  agents,  who 
wanted  them  to  attend  the  army  for  the  purpofes  of 
fcalping  and  murder,  that  induced  them  to    take  up 

the  hatchet. General  Carleton  would  not  employ 

them,  butin  thepreceding  year  civilly  difmiffed  them; 
his  humanity  would  not  permit  him  to  make  ufe  of 
fuch  illicit  inftruments  of  war,  and  as  his  orders  were 
not  fo  particularly  exprefs  on  that  head,  he  made  no 
ufe  of  their  fervice.  But  now  a  more  high  and  pe- 
remptory authority  pofitively  enjoined  the  making  ufe 
of  them  ;  and  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  one  of  the  favou- 
rite and  moft  enchanting  fchemes  of  that  authority, 
to  bring  forth  thofe  barbarians  to  the  field,  for  the 
fake  of  crlutting  its  revenge  upon  the  refraftory  colo- 
nifts.  It  v/ill  hardly  be  credited  in  after  ages,  thac 
Vol.  IL  i'  P  ^^ 
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in  a  reign  niarked  fo  often  with  the  epithet  piousj  that 
an  order  Hioiild  ever  have  come  forth  with  the  royal 
fandlion  to  let  loofe  favage  barbarians  upon  helplefs 
old  nnen,  women,  and  children.  Whatever  were  the 
reafons  why  General  Carleton  did  not  employ  the 
lavages  in  a  more  early  and  efFeftual  manner,  they  were 
far  from  giving  fatisfaction  to  the  miniftry  and  their 
friends  at  home.  It  was  infilled  that  every  appear- 
ance of  lenity  was  adtual  cruelty  in  the  efFedl,  becaufc 
it  operated  as  an  incentive  to  difobedience,  and  in- 
creafed  the  objedls  of  punifhment.  That  on  the  con- 
trary, partial  feverity  was  general  mercy:  as  timely 
exertions  of  juftice,  and  ftrift  infiiflions  of  punifh- 
mentswere  at  all  times  the  fure  means  of  preventing 
crimes.  That  the  only  method  of  fpeedily  crulhing 
the  rebellion,  was  to  render  the  fituation  of  the  aftors 
in  it  fo  intolerable,  that  a  ceflation  from  danger  and 
bleffing  of  repofe,  Ihould  become  the  only  objefts 
of  their  contemplation  and  hope.  That  the  means 
were  but  little  to  be  attended  to,  when  they  led  to 
the  accomplifhment  of  fo  great  and  happy  a  purpofe 
as  the  deflruftion  of  rebellion,  and  the  reftoration  of 
order  and  legal  government.  And  in  all  convulfions 
offtates,  the  innocent  were  but  too  frequently  involv- 
ed in  the  calamities  which  were  intended  for  the 
guiltyj  butfuch  was  the  lot  and  condition  of  man- 
kind, and  this  evil  however  much  deplored,  could  not 
in  numberlefs  inftances  be  prevented.  This  do^rine 
was  fupported  by  the  avowed  friends  of  the  miniftry, 
whether  out  of  office  or  in  the  fubordinatc  departments 
of  the  ftatej  and  it  was  undoubtedly  agreeable  to  the 
opinion  of  the  minifters,  and  lliewed  Gen.  Carleton's 
fcruples  with  regard  to  employing  the  favages  were  in 

110  refpeft  acceptable  to  them. 
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The  arguments  made  ufe  of  to  fupporc  this  doc- 
trine, were  all  founded  in  the  firil  inilance  upon  the 
moft  palpable  falflioods  3  for  they  all  take  for  granted 
v/hat  never  was  nor  can  be  proved,  namely,  that  the 
coionifts  were  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion,  according  to  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  Britilli  conftitution.  There 
were  no  laws  exifting  at  the  time  the  controverfy  be- 
gan, that  determined  an  oppofition  to  unconftitutional 
a<51:s  of  parliament,  rebellion.  Ic  could  not  there- 
fore be  an  exertion  of  juftice,  to  employ  lavages  to 
inforce  new  arbitrary  ftatutes,  which  were  contrary  to 

the  very  genius  of  the  conftitution. According  to 

thefe  court  advocates,  it  would  have  been  equally  jufl 
to  hav'e  employed  barbarians  to  have  prevented  the 
revolution,  or  it  is  ftill  jufl:  to  employ  them  to  over- 
turn its  principles.  Before  they  had  endeavoured 
to  crufli  a  rebellion  with  all  the  cruelty  of  lavage 
barbarity,  they  ought  firfl:  to  have  enquired  whether 
it  exifted,  and  whether  what  they  fo  called  was  not 
created  by  themfelves.  Legal  government  conlifts  in 
obferving  the  conftitutional  laws  of  the  empire,  and 
not  in  purfuing  modern  llatutes,  which  are  diametri- 
cally oppofite  to  the  firll  principles  of  our  funda- 
mental laws.  To  make  acls  of  power,  through  the 
influence  of  corruption  in  the  legiilature,  that  in- 
fringe the  liberties  and  the  natural  rights  of  the  fub- 
jeds,*  and  tiien  to  determine  it  rebellion  to  refifl:  them, 
is  the  lame  thins;  as  to  declare  the  whole  code  of 
i'wndamental  ftatutes  rebellious  afts,  and  the  framers 
of  them  traitors.  It  would  require  no  more  to  prove 
this  point,  than  only  to  place  the  old  lavs^s  of  rhe  land 
and  fome  modern  ftatutes  in  oppofite  columns.  But 
it  was  no  wonder  that  the  prom.oters  of  this  war 
were  not  very  nice  concerning  tiie  means  they  made 
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life  of,  feeing  they  had  adopted  the  Popifh  maxima 
that  the  end  fanftifies  the  means.  After  generations, 
when  they  read  the  hiftory  of  this  war,  will  be  equally 
aftonifhed  both  at  the  end  and  the  means  made  ufe  of 
to  attain  it  It  is  a  very  curious  maxim,  that  partial  fe- 
verity  is  general  mercy,  efpecially  when  it  is  confidered 
that  both  the  guilt  and  the  mifery  proceed  from  thofe 
that  now  pretend  to  have  a  right  to  punifh.  It  was 
fuch  mercy  as  it  would  be  to  take  the  lives  of  fo  many 
innocent  people  that  the  reft  may  be  fitter  to  be  made 
'  flaves. 

However  much  Sir  Guy  Carleton  difapproved  of 
making  ufe  of  the  favages,  he  was  now  obliged  by  a 
fpecial  authority  to  ufe  his  influence  to  bring  them 
over  to  the  meafures  of  government  -,  accordingly  pre- 
fents  were  liberally  ditlributed  among  them,  which 
anfwered  the  purpofe  intended.  The  regular  force 
appointed  to  this  expedition,  conduced  by  General 
Burgoyne,  confifled  of  Britifli  and  German  troops  to 
the  nuiriber  of  8000  i  of  thefe  3217  were  Brunfwick- 
ers ;  watermen  and  artillery  made  a  corps  of  about; 
2000,   and  the  favages  about  1200. 

Canada  was  largely  rated,  and  the  inhabitants  grie- 
voufly  oppreiTed  J  they  felt  fenfibly  the  proportion 
which  they  were  appointed  to  fuinifli  towards  this 
campaign.  In  tlie  propofals  laid  before  the  minifler, 
befides  the  militia  and  various  other  kinds  of  work- 
men fuppoled  neceflary  to  be  immediately  attached 
to  the  army,  and  to  accompany  it  on  the  expedi- 
tion, chains  of  the  militia,  patrolcs  and  pofls,  were 
expecfled  to  occupy  the  woods  on  the  frontiers  in  the 
rear  of  the  army,  partly  to  intercept  the  communica- 
tion between  the  enemy  and  the  ill  aftecled  in  Cana- 
ad,    partly    to    prevent   deiertioji,    and    to    procure 

intelligence^, 
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intelligence,  and  for  various  other  exigencies  which 
might  contribute  to  keep  the  country  quiet.  There 
was  another  great  call  upon  them  (or  workmen  to 
compleat  the  fortifications  at  Sorrel,  St.  John's,  Cham- 
blee,  and  the  lile  of  Noix,  which  it  was  fuppoied, 
would  amount  to  2000  men.  But  a  ftill  greater  call 
upon  the  Canadians,  and  the  more  grievous,  as  it  was 
at  their  feeding  feafon,  was  for  the  tranfport  of  all 
provifions,  artillery,  ftores,  and  baggage  of  the  army, 
from  the  different  repofitories  to  the  water,  and 
afterwards  at  the  carrying  places,  befide  the  corves 
for  making  the  roads.  It  was  eftimated  that  this 
fervice  would  for  fome  time  before,  and  at  the  open- 
i-ng  of  the  campaign  require  no  fewer  than  2000 
men,  befides  a  very  large  proportion  of  horfes  and 
carts.  The  minidry  certainly  did  not  make  a  fair 
eftimate  of  the  profit  and  lofs  that  would  arife  to  the 
empire  in  purfuing  this  expedition;  for  fuppofe  all 
things  had  fucceeded  according  to  their  wifties,  and 
they  had  been  able  to  fubdue  all  the  colonies,  the 
deilru^lion  made  in  the  mean  time  would  not  have 
again  been  made  up  for  ages  to  come,  nor  would  the 
nioney  expended  ever  again  be  put  into  a  circulation 
for  the  common  advantage  of  the  community.  This 
v/ar  has  been  a  war  founded  in  minifterial  vengeance 
and  amlition,  without  having  fo  much  as  a  fingle 
principle,  or  one  objeiflof  common  utility  in  its  com- 
plexion. The  friends  and  foes  of  government  have 
both  fuffered,  and  would  have  fuffered  fuppofe  they 
had  united  in  fupporting  their  meafures  without  the 
icaft  war  or  oppofition.  Had  all  the  Eritifli  empire 
joined  mutually  in  fupporting  the  fchemes  of  the  pre- 
fent  miniftry,  without  adifienting  voice,  and  the  mea- 
fures had  been  purfued  for  half  a  century,  there  would 

have 
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have  been  very  little  difference  between  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  empire^  and  the  Indian  favages.  The 
tendency  of  the  whole  of  this  adminillration  has  been 
todifperfe  the  fpirit  of  liberty,  which  is  the  foul  of 
true  greatnefs,  without  which  neither  commerce,  arts, 
or  fciences  ever  fiourifhed. 

General  Burgoyne,  who  was  now  at  the  head  of 
this  expedition  was  affiiled  by  able  and  excellent 
officers.  Of  thefe  were  Major  General  Philips  of 
the  artillery,  who  had  acquired  much  honour  by  his 
conduft  in  the  late  war  in  Germany,  He  had  like- 
wife  under  him  Brigadier  General  Frazer,  Powell, 
and  Hamilton,  all  officers  who  had  diftinsuifhed  them- 
felves  in  former  fervicesj  and  with  thefe  the  Brunf- 
wick  Major  General  Baron  Reidefel,  and  Brigadier 
General  Specht.  The  army  was  in  every  refpe(51:  in 
the  beft  condition  that  could  pofTibly  be  expected  or 
defired,  the  troops  being,  in  the  llile  of  the  army  in 
high  fpirits,  admirably  difciplined,  and  very  healthy. 

An  expedition  was  determined  to  the  Mohawk 
river,  and  Colonel  St.  Leger  was  appointed  to  tlie 
command  thereof.  The  troops  employed  in  this  ex- 
pedition from  the  army  were  about  700  or  800,  con- 
fiding of  200  drawn  from  the  8th  and  34th  regi- 
ments, a  regiment  of  the  New-Yorkers,  lately  raifed 
by  Sir  John  Johnfon,  being  chiefly  emigrants  from 
his  own  country,  adjoining  to  the  intended  fcene  of 
aftion,  with  fome  Hanau  chafleurs,  a  company  of  Ca-^ 
nadians,  and  another  of  newly  raifed  rangers.  Thefe 
were  joined  by  altrongbody  of  Savages,  in  parr  con- 
duced, or  m.o'"e  properly  commanded  by  officers 
from  Britain  and  America.  The  reg-ular  force  left 
in  Canada,  including  the  Highland  emigrants  under 
that  denominarionj   amounted  to  3700  men. 

Hie 
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The  army  being  at  length  arrived  and  encamped 
at  the  river  Bouquet,  on  the  weft  ficie  of  Lake 
Champlain,  and  at  no  very  great  diilance  to  the  north- 
v/ard  of  Crown  Point,  General  Burgoyne,  there  met 
the  Indians  in  Congrefs,  and  afterwards  in  compliance 
with  the  cuftoms  of  thofe  people,  gave  them  a  war 
fcail.  The  fpeech  which  he  made  to  the  favagcs  up- 
on this  occafion  has  been  publiQied.  It  was  calcula- 
ted in  thofe  powerful  ftrains  of  elocution  by  which 
that  gentleman  Is  diftinguifhed,  to  excit  their  ardour 
in  the  common  caufe,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  reprefs 
their  barbarity.  For  this  purpofe  he  took  pains  in 
explaining  to  them  the  dillindion  between  a  war  car- 
ried on  againft  a  common  enemy,  in  which  the  whole 
country  and  people  were  hoftile,  and  the  prefent, 
in  which  good  and  faithful  fubjecfls  were  largely^ 
and  of  neccffity,  intermixed  v.-ith  rebels  and  traitors. 
Upon  this  principle  he  laid  dov;n  feveral  injundlions 
for  the  government  of  their  conduit,  particularly, 
that  they  fhould  only  kill  thofe  who  were  oppofed 
to  them  in  arms ;  that  old  men,  women,  children, 
and  prifoners  fhould  be  held  facred  from  the  knife  or 
hatchet,  even  in  the  heat  of  adlual  confiicSt,  that  they 
Ihould  only  fcalp  thofe  whom  they  had  flain  in  fair 
oppofition?  but  that  under  no  pretence,  fubtlety,  or 
colour  of  prevarication,  they  fhould  fcalp  the  wound- 
ed, or  even  dying;  much  lefs  perfons  in  that  con- 
dition, by  way  of  evading  the  injun(ffcion.  And  they 
were  promifed  a  compeniation  for  prifoners,  but  in- 
formed that  they  fliould  be  called  to  an  account  for 
fcalps.  Thefe  endeavours  did  in  fome  meafure  miri- 
gate,  but  were  not  of  force  svholly  to  reflrain  then- 
ferocity,  of  which  fome  unhappy  inliances  aftervrards 
appeared. 

By 
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By  the   mofl  favourable    account    of  this   matter 
which  has  jull  now  been  given  from  a  very   impartial 
authority,  it  appears  that  the   favages  were  to  be  paid 
both  for  their  prifoners  and  fcalps,   only   they  were  to 
be  called  to  an  account  for  the  latter.     But  it  does 
not   leem  a  matter  very  clear  how  they  were   to  be 
brought    to  an   account,   or  how   the  general   was   to 
know  the   difference    between  a  fcalp   taken  from  iht 
head  of  one  that  was  already  dead,  and  one  that  wa^ 
alive  when  fcalped.     They  were  to  fcalp  thofe  only 
whom  they  had  flain  in  fair  oppofition,    but  this  was 
a  matter  not  eafily  to  be  decided,   and  the  proclama- 
tion  that  followed  foon  after  this    fpeech,  feems  to 
hint  that  fcalps  of  ail  forts  might  be  taken  from  the 
heads  of  thofe  defcribed  in  the  proclamation.     Gene- 
ral Burgoyne's  arguments  and   the  colouring  he  gives 
to  the  caufe  and  characters  of  the  Americans,  imply 
that  there  could  be  very  fmall  offence  in  the  Indians 
proceeding  to    extremities.     The  horrible  denounci- 
ations  of  war,   dreft  in  the  mofl  formidable  and  terri- 
fic fhapes  againft  thofe  who  perfided   in  hoftility,  but 
too  plainly  hinted,  how  agreeable  Indian  barbarity  was 
to  the  commander  in  chief. 

The  General  foon  after  difperfed  a  manifefto,  cal- 
culated to  fpread  terror  among  the  contumacious, 
and  particularly  to  revive  in  their  minds  every  latent 
impreffion  of  fear,  derived  form  knowledge  or  infor- 
mation of  the  cruel  operations  of  the  favage,  whofe 
numbers  were  accordingly  magnified,  and  their  eager- 
nefs  to  be  let  loofe  to  their  prey  defcribed  with  un~  ' 
conimon  energy.  The  force  of  that  great  power, 
which  was  now  fpread  by  fea  and  land,  to  embrace 
or  to  cruili  every  part  of  America,  was  difplayed  in 
full,  lofcy,  and  exprcffive  langurige.     The  rebellion, 

with 
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Svith  its  efFe6ls,  and  the  condu(5t  of  the  prefent  gover- 
nors and  governments,  were  charged  with  the  highest 
colouring,  and  exhibited  a  mod  hideous  pifture  of  uii- 
paralelled  injuftice,  cruelty,  perfecution,  and  tyranny, 
Encouragemen  t  and  employment  were  alTured  to  thofe^ 
who,  with  a  difpofuion  and  ability  Juited  to  the  pur- 
pofe,  ihould  aftually  aflift  in  redeeming  their  country 
from  flavery,  and  in  the  re-eftablifhment  of  legal  go- 
vernment. Protecton  and  fecurity,  clogged  with  con- 
ditions, reftrided  by  circumftances,  and  rather  imper- 
fectly or  inexplicitly  exprefied,  where  held  out  to  the 
peaceable  and  induftrious,  v/ho  continued  in  their  ha- 
bitations. And  all  the  calamites  and  outrages  of  war 
arrayed  in  their  moft  territic  forms,  were  denounced 
againft  thofe  who  perfevered  in  their  holliiity. 

The  army  having  made  a  iliort  flay  at  Crown  Point 
for  the  eftablilhment  of  magazines,  an  hofpital,  and 
other  neceifary  lervices,  proceeded,  in  concert  with 
the  naval  armament,  to  invell  Ticonderago,  which  v/as 
the  firft  objed  of  their  deflinatiori.  Although  the  rafh 
and  ill  conduced  attempt  made  upon  that  place  in  the 
year  1758,  with  the  confequent  repulfe  and  heavy  lofs 
fuftained  by  the  Bricifh  army,  rendered  it  at  that  time 
an  objedof  general  attention,  it  may  not  at  this  dif- 
tance  of  time  be  wholly  unneceiTary  to  take  fome  no- 
tice of  its  fituation,  as  well  as  of  its  flace  of  defence. 

Ticonderago  lies  on  the  wedern  fliore,  and  only  4 
f-w  miles  to  the  northward,  from  the  commencement 
of  that  narrow  inlet,  by  which  the  water  froin  Lake 
George  is  conveyed  into  Lake  Champlain.  Crown 
Point  lies  about  twelve  miles  farther  north  at  the 
extremity  of  that  inlet.  The  lirit  of  thefe  places  is 
VoK   n/  Q^q  fituatcd 
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fitiiated  on  an  angle  of  land,  which  is  furrounded  on 
three  fides  by  water,  and  that  covered  by  rocks.  A 
great  part  of  the  fourth  fide  was  covered  by  a  deep 
morafs,  and  v/here  that  fails,  the  old  French  lines  ftill 

continue  as  a  defence  on  the  north-weft  quarter. 

The  Americans  ftreng-thened  thefe  lines  with  addition- 
al  works  and  a  block  houfe.  They  had  other  pofts 
with  works  and  block  houfes  on  the  left  towards  Lake 
George.  To  the  right  of  the  French  lines  they  had 
alfo  two  new  block  houfes,  with  other  works. 

On  the  eaftern  fliore  of  the  inlet,  and  oppofite  to 
Ticonderago,  the  Americans  had  taken  ftill  more 
pains  in  fortifying  a  high  circular  hill  to  which  they 
gave  the  name  of  Mount-Independence.  On  the  fum- 
micofthis)  which  is  called  Table-land,  they  had  erect- 
ed a  ftar  fort,  enclofing  a  large  fquare  of  barracks  well 
fortified  and  fupplied  with  artillery.  The  fort  of  the 
mountain,  which  on  the  weft  fide  projedled  into  the 
water,  was  ftrongly  entrenched  to  its  edge,  and  the  en- 
trenchment well  lined  with  heavy  artillery.  A  battery 
about  half  way  up  to  the  mount,  fuftained  and  covered 
thefe  lower  works. 

The  Americans  with  their  ufual  induftry,  had  join- 
ed thefe  two  pofts  by  a  bridge  of  communication 
thrown  over  the  inlet.,  This  was  like  many  other  of 
their  performances,  a  great  and  moft  laborious  work. 
The  bridge  was  fupported  on  22  funk  piers  of 
very  large  timber,  placed  at  nearly  equal  diftancesj 
the  fpaces  between  thefe  were  filled  with  feparate 
floats,  each  about  fifty  feet  long  and  tw^elve  feet  wide, 
ftrongly  fattened  together  with  chains  and  rivets,  and 
as  effcclually  attached  to  the  funk  pillars.  On  the 
Lake  Cb.amplain  fide  of  the  bridge,  it  was    defended 

by 
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by  a  boom  compoied  of  very  large  pieces  of  timber/ 
faftened  together  by  rivitted  bolts  and  double  chainSj 
made  of  iron  an  inch  and  half  fquare.  Thus  not  only 
a  communication  was  maintained  between  thefe  two 
polls,  but  all  accefs  by  water  from  the  northern  fide 
was  totally  cut  off. 

It  it  to  be  obferved,  that  as  the  inlet  im.mediately 
after  pafiing  Ticonderago,  afTumes  a  new  form,  fud- 
denly  widening  to  a  confiderable  breadth,  and  be- 
coming navigable  to  vellels  of  burthen,  fo  from  thence 
it  alfo  holds  the  name  of  Champlain,  although  it  is 
not  yet  properly  a  part  of  the  lake.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  fouthern  gut  from  Lake  George,  befides 
being  narrow,  is  alfo  rendered  unnavigable  by  fh al- 
lows and  falls ;  but  on  its  arrival  at  Ticonderago  it 
is  joined  by  a  great  body  of  water  on  the  eailern  fide, 
called  on  this  part.  South  River,  but  higher  up  to- 
wards its  fource,  before  the  junction  of  the  elder 
branch  with  the  younger,  which  runs  from  South  Bay, 
it  is  known  under  the  appellation  of  Vv^ood  Creek. 
The  confluence  of  thefe  waters  at  Ticonderago, 
forms  a  fmail  bay  to  the  fouthvvard  of  the  bridge  of 
communication,  and  the  point  of  land  formed  by 
their  jundion,  is  compofed  of  a  mountain  called  Sugar 
Hill. 

Notwithftanding  the  apparent  ftrength  of  Ticon- 
derago, from  what  we  have  hitherto  leen,  it  is  entirely 
overlooked,  and  its  works  effeilually  commanded  by 
Sugar  Hill.  This  circumftance  occafioned  confuka- 
tion  among  the  Americans  as  to  the  fortifying  of 
that  mount ;  but  their  works  were  already  far  too  ex- 
tenfive  for  their  pov/ers  of  defence,  and  would  re- 
quire ten  or  twelve  thoufand  men  to  be  effecluailv 
manned.     Ic  wa:,  likewifc  hoped,    tliat   the  diiHcultv 

Q^q"::  of 
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of  accefs  to'  the  Sugar  Mount,  aqd  the  rugged  inequa- 
lity of  its  furface,  would  prevent  the  enemy  from  at- 
tempting t®  profit  by  its  fituation. 

It  would  be  exceedingly  difficult  fro.m  the  informa- 
tion before  us,  to  form  any  authentic  eftimate  of  the 
number  of  Americans  that  were  in  aftual  defence  of 
thefe  two  pofts.  It  appears  by  the  commander  in 
chiefj  General  St.  Clair's  exculpatory  letter  to  the  Con- 
grefs,  as  well  as  by  the  refolutions  of  the  council  of 
■war,  which  accompanies  it,  that  his  whole  force^  in- 
cluding 900  militia,  who  were  to  quit  him  in  a  few 
days,  was  only  about  3000  men;  that  thefe  were  ill 
equipped,  and  worfe  armed  ;  particularly  in  the  ar- 
ticle of  bayonets,  an  arm  fo  eflential  in  the  defence  of 
lines  that  they  had  not  one  in  ten  of  their  number. — - 
This  account  would  feem  not  only  fatisfaftory,  but 
conclufive,  if  it  h3,d  not  been  contradicfted  by  others. 
In  a  detail  of  the  tranfadions  of  the  campaign,  tranf- 
initted  by  the  war  office  of  MafTachufett's  Bay  to  the 
American  deputies  in  France,  and  for  the  conveyance 
of  which  a  light  fhip  v/as  fent  out  on  purpofe,  they 
ftate  St.  Clair's  force  at  near  5000  men  well  equipped 
and  armed.  It  is  however  to  be  obferved,  that  they 
talk  with  great  bitternefs  of  the  general's  conducfl,  as 
he  had  done  in  his  firft  letter  to  congrefs,  with  re- 

fpeft  to  the  behaviour  of  two  of  their  regiments. • 

It  may  alio  be  fuppofed,  that  in  a  ftatement  of  their 
affairs  intended  to  operate  upon  the  fentiments  and 
conduct  of  a  court,  from  which  they  already  received 
effential  benefits,  and  looked  forward  to  much  great- 
er, they  would  rather  increafe  the  weight  of  blame 
upon  an  unfortunate  officer,  than  derraft  from  the 
public  opinion  of  their  own  conduft  and  power,  by  at- 
tributing weaknefs  to  their  councils,  or  ineff.cacy  to 
their  arms. 

As 
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As  the  royal  army  approached  to  the  object  of  its 
deftination,  it  advanced  with  equal  caution  and  order 
on  both  fides  of  the  lake,  the  naval  force  keeping  its 
ilation  in  the  centre,  until  the  one  had  begun  to  en- 
clofe  the  enemy  on  the  land  fide,  and  the  frigates  and 
gun-boats  call  anchor  juft  out  of  cannon- fliot  from 
their  works.  Upon  the  near  approach  of  the  right 
wing  on  the  Ticonderago  fide,  upon  the  ad  of  July, 
the  Americans  immediately  abandoned  and  fet  fire  to 
their  works,  block-houfcs,  and  faw-miljs,  towards 
Lake  George,  and  without  fally,  interpofition,  or  the 
fmalleft  motion  of  diverfion,  permitted  Major- General 
Philips  to  take  pofTeffion  of  the  very  advantageous 
poft  of  Mount  Hope,  which  befides  commanding  their 
lines  in  a  great  and  dangerous  degree,  totally  cut  off 
all  their  communication  with  that  lake.  The  fame 
fupinenefs  and  total  want  of  vigour  appeared  in  every 
thing  on  their  fide,  except  in  the  keeping  up  of  an 
ineffeftual  roar  of  cannon,  which  was  fo  much  con- 
temned on  the  other  as  not  to  be  once  returned. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  royal  army  proceeded  with 
fuch  expedition  in  the  conftrudlion  of  its  works,  the 
bringing  up  of  artillery,  ftores,  and  provifions,  and  the 
eftabliihment  of  its  polls  and  communications,  that 
by  the  5th  m.atters  were  fo  far  advanced  as  to  re- 
quire little  more  time  for  completely  invelting  the 
polls  on  both  fides  of  the  lake.  Sugar  Hill  was  alfo 
examined,  and  the  advantages  it  prefented  v/ere  fo 
important,  though  attended  with  infinite  labour  and 
difficulty,  from  the  neceffity  of  making  a  road  to  its 
top  through  very  rough  ground,  and  conllrufling  a 
level  there  for  a  battery,  that  this  arduous  talk  was 
undertaken,    and   already  far    advanced   towards   its 

completion^ 
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completion,  through  the  fpirit,  judgment,  and  aftive 
induftry  of  General  Philips. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  a  hafty  council  was  on  that 
day  held  by  the  American  Generals,  to  which  their 
principal  went,  as  he  informs  us,  already  pre-deter- 
mined  as  to  his  condufl.  It  was  reprefented,  that 
their  whole  efFeftive  numbers  were  not  fufficient  to 
man  one  half  of  the  works  j  that  as  the  whole  muil  be 
confequently  upon  conftant  duty,  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  for  them  to  luftain  the  fatigue  for  any  length  of 
time  J  and  that  as  the  enemy's  batteries  were  ready 
to  open,  and  the  place  would  be  complcatly  invefted 
on  all  fides  within  twenty-four  hours,  nothing  could 
fave  the  troops  but  an  immediate  evacuation  of  both 
polls.  This  determination  was  unanimoufly  agreed 
to  by  the  council,  and  the  place  was  accQrdingly  eva- 
jcuated  on  that  night. 

However  juftly  this  repreientation  of  their  condi- 
tion and  circumftances  was  founded,  and  however  ne- 
celTary  the  determination  of  the  council  was  in  this  pre- 
fent  fi:ate  of  their  affairs,  one  apparently  capital  error 
on  the  fide  of  the  commanders,  muft  (Irike  every 
common  obferver.  If  their  force  was  not  fufficient 
for  the  defenceof  the  work,  why  did  they  not  abandon 
this  refolution  in  time  ?  Why  did  they  not  withdraw 
the  troops,  artillery  and  ftores,  and  demolifli  the 
works  before  the  arrival  of  the  enemy  ?  Why  did 
they  wait  to  be  nearly  furrounded,  until  their  retreat 
was  more  ruinous  than  a  furrender  under  any  condi- 
tions that  could  be  propoled,  a  little  lefs  deftruftive 
in  the  event,  :  than  if  the  works  had  been  carried  by 
ilorm  ? 

Tiiele  a:e  queftions  that  time  and  better  information 
alone  can  anhvcr,  if  ever  they  IhouJd  clearly  anfwer, 
in  favour  of  the  Y\mericaa  Generals. 

The 
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The  baggage  of  the  army,  with  fuch  artilleryy 
ftores,  and  provifions,  as  the  meceffity  of  the  time 
would  perinir,  were  embarked  with  a  ftrong  detach- 
ment on  board  above  200  batteauSj  and  difpatchcdy 
under  convoy  of  five  armed  galjits,.  up  the  foiith  ri- 
ver, in  their  v/ay  to  Skenefborough.  The  main  army 
took  its  route  by  the  way  of  Caftle-town  to  reach 
the  fame  place  by  land. 

July  6th.  The  iirll  light  of  the  mornrng  had  no 
fooner  difccvered  the  flight  of  the  enemy,  than  their 
main  body  was  eagerly  purfued  by  Brigadier  General 
Frazer,  at  the  head  of  his  brigade,  confiding  of  the 
light  troops,  grenadiers,  and  fome  other  corps.  Major 
General  Reidefel  was  alfo  ordered  to  join  in  the  pur- 
fuit  by  land,  with  tiie  greater  part  of  the  Brunfwick 
troops,  eitlier  to  fupport  the  Brigadier,  or  to  aft  fe- 
paraccly,  as  occafion  might  require,  or  circumflances 
dired.  The  enemy  left  a  prodigious  artillery  behind 
them,  which  with  thefe  taken  or  deftroyed  in  the  ar- 
med velTels  at  Skentiborough,  am.ounted  to  no  lefs  than 
128  pieces  of  all  forts,  ferviceable  and  unferviceable. 
They  alfo  left  fome  military  (lores  of  different  forts, 
and  no  inconfiderable  ftock  of  provifions  in  the  forts. 

General  Burgoyne  conducted  the  purfuit  by  water 
in  perfon.  The  bridge  and  thofe  works,  v/hich  the 
Americans  laboured  hard  for  ten  months  to  render 
impenetrable,  were  cut  through  in  Icfs  time  by  the 
Britilli  feamen  and  artificers,  than  it  vvouki  have  coll 
them  to  have  defcribed  their  tlrutlure.  In  a  word, 
they  did  their  bufinefs  with  fuch  fpeed  and  erred, 
that  not  only  the  gun-boats,  but  the  Royal  George 
and  Inflexible  frigates,  had  paflfed  through  the  bridge 
by  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.     Several  regiments 

em.  barked 


312  HISTORY    OF  A.  D.  1777. 

embarked  on  board  the  vefTels,  and  the  purfurt  up  the 
river  was  fupported  with  fuch  valour,  that  by  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  foremoft  brigade  of  the 
gun-boats  was  clofely  engaged  with  the  enemies  gal- 
iies  near  Skenefborongh  Falls.  In  the  mean  time, 
diree  regiments,  which  had  been  landed  at  South- 
Bay,  afcended  and  palled  a  mountain  with  great  ex- 
pedition, in  order  to  attack  the  enemies  works  at  the 
Falls,  and  thereby  cut  off  their  retreat.  But  their 
fpeedy  flight  prevented  the  execution  of  this  defign. 
Upon  the  approach  of  the  frigates,  the  gallies  which 
were  already  overborne  by  the  gun-boats,  loft  all 
fpirit;  two  of  them  were  accordingly  taken^  and 
three  blown  up.  The  rebels  now  giving  way  to  theif 
defpair,  fet  fire  to  their  works,  ftockaded  forts,  mills, 
and  batteaus,  after  which  they  efcaped  as  well  as  they 
could  up  the  Wood  Creek.  This  ftroke  feemed  to 
complete  the  ruin  of  that  ill-fated  army,  for  their 
batteaus  were  deeply  loaded,  befides  their  baggage, 
with  ammunition,  ftores,  and  provifion;  fo  that  they 
were  now  left  naked  in  the  woods  deftitute  of  pro- 
vifion, and  without  any  other  means  of  defence,  than 
what  they  derived  from  the  arms  in  their  hands. 

Confufion  and  difmay  equally  attended  their  main 
body  on  the  left.  The  foldiers  had  loft  all  refpeft 
for  and  confidence  in  their  commanders.  It  would 
be  fruitlefs  to  expeft  refolution,  where  no  order  nor 
command  could  be  maintained. 

Brigadier  Frazer  continued  and  fupporced  the  chace 
through  the  vehement  heat  of  a  burning  day,  with 
his  ufual  aftivity  and  vigour.  Having  received  intel- 
ligence that  the  enemies  rear  were  at  no  great  diftance^ 
and  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Francis,  one  of  their 
beft  and  braveft  officers,  his  troops  lay  that  night  on 

their 
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their  arms.  He  came  up  with  the  enemy  on  the  yzh^ 
at  five  in  the  morning,  whom  he  found  flrongly  poll- 
ed  with  great  advantage  of  ground,  and  a  fliil  great- 
er fuperiority  in  point  of  number.  As  he  expected, 
every  moment  to  be  joined  by  General  Reidefel,  and 
was  apprehenfive  that  the  enemy  might  efcape   if  hs 

delayed,  he  did  not  hefitate  to  begin    the  attack. 

The  advantages  which  they  poficlTed  in  ground  and 
number,  and  perhaps  more  than  both,  the  goodnefs  of 
their  commander,  induced  them,  to  make  a  better  ftand 
than  might  have  been  expecled  from  their  condition 
in  other  refpecls. 

As  Frazer's  corps   was   not   fupported   near  fo  foori 

as  had  been  expei5led,  the  engagement  was  long; 

and  though  the  light  infantry  and  greiiadiers  gave  fe- 
veral  ftriking  proofs  of  their  fuperiority,  affairs  were 
ftill  undecided  and  critical.  The  arrival  of  the  Ger- 
mans was  at  length  decifive.  The  enemy  fled  on  all 
iides,  leaving  their  brave  commander,  w^ith  many  o- 
ther  oiBcers,  and  about  20O  private  men,  dead  dii  the 
field.  About  the  fame  number,  befides  a  colonel,  fe- 
ven  captains,  and  ten  fubalterns,  were  taken  prifoners, 
— ^^ — Abcut  600  were  fuppofed  td  be  wounded,  many 
of  whom  perifhed  miferably  in  the  tvoods.  The 
principal  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  royal  army  was,   that 

of  Major  Grant,  a  brave  olHcer,  who  v/as  killed,- • 

St.  Clair,  with  the  van  of  the  American  army,  was  at 
this  time  at  Charledown,  about  fix  miles  farther  on. — • 
Upon  the  account  of  this  difalier,  and  of  the  more  fa- 
tal ftroke  at  Skenefborough,  and  under  the  appre- 
henfion  of  being  intercepted  at  Fort  Anne,  he  Itruck 
into  the  woods  on  his  leftj  probably  uncertain  whe- 
ther he  Ihould  direft  his  courfe  towards  the  Nev/- 
Vol,  IL  pr  England 
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England  provinces,  and  the  upper  part  of  Connedicutj 
or  to  Fort  Edward. 

During  thefe  advantages  on  the  left,  Colonel  Kill 
was  detached  with  the  19th  regiment  from  Skenefbo- 
rough  towards  Fort  Anne,  in  order  to  intercept  the 
fugitives  who  fled  along  the  Wood  Creek,  whilft  ano- 
ther part  of  the  army  was  employed  in  carrying  bat- 
teaus  over  the  falls,  in  order  to  facilitate  their  move- 
ment todiflbdge  the  enemy  from  that  poft.  In  that 
expedition  the  colonel  was  attacked  by  at  body  of 
the  enemy,  Gonfifting,  as  he  conceived,  of  fix  times 
the  number  of  his  detachment,  who  finding  all  their 
efforts  in  front  ineff^eftual  to  force  the  judicious  pofi- 
tion  which  he  had  taken,,  attempted  to  furround  the 
regiment.  This  alarming  attempt  put  him  under  the 
neceflity  of  changing  his  ground  in  the  heat  of  a6lion. 
Nothing  iefs  than  the  moft  perfe(fb  difcipline,  fupport- 
ed  by  the  cooleft  intrepidity  could  have  enabled  the 
regiment  to  execute  fo  critical  a  movement  in  the^ 
face  of  the  enemy,  and  in  fuch  circumftances^  It  was 
however  performed  with  fuch  fteadinefs  and  effedl,, 
that  the  enemy,  after  an  attack  of  three  hours,  were 
fo  totally  repulfed,  and  with  fuch  lofs,  that  after  fet- 
ting  fire  to  Fort  Anne,  they  fled  with^  the  utmofi:  pre- 
cipitation towards  Fort  Edward,  upon  the  Hudlbn's- 
river. 

The  lofs  of  the  royal  army  in  all.  this  fervice,  and  in 
fo  many   difl^erent  engagements,  Ic me  of  which  were 

v/arm,  and  feemed  liable  to  lofs,  was  very  fmall. 

The  whole  in  killed  and  wounded  not  much  exceeding 
Cwo  hundred  men. 

Such  was  the  rapid  torrent  offuccefs,  which  fwept 
every  thing  away  before  the  northern  army  in  its  out- 
let.    It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  both  officers  and 

private 
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private  men  were  highly- elevated  with  their  fortune, 
.and  deemed  that  and  their  prowefs  to  be  irrefiftablej 
if  they  regarded  the  enemy  with  the  greateil  con- 
tempt, confidered  their  own  toils  to  be  nearly  at  an 
end,  Albany  to  be  already  in  their  handsj  and  the  re- 
duction of  the  northern  provinces  to  be  rather  a  mat- 
ter of  fome  time,  than  an  arduous  tafk  full  of  difficulty 
and  danger. 

At  home  the  joy  and  exultation  was  extreme  ^  not 
only  at  court,  but  with  all  thofe  who  hoped  or  widied 
the  unqualified fubjugation^  and  the  unconditional  fub- 
milTion  of  the  colonies.  The  lofs  in  reputation  was 
greater  to  the  Americans,  and  capable  of  more  fatal 
confequences,  than  even  that  of  ground  or  polls,  of 
artillery,  or  of  men.  All  the  contemptuous  and  moft 
degradmg  charges  which  had  been  made  by  their  en- 
emies, of  their  wanting  the  refolution  and  abilities  of 
men,  even  in  the  defence  of  whatever  was  dear  to 
themj  we);e  now  repeated  and  believed.  Thofe  who 
ftill  regarded  them  as  men,  and  who  had  not  yet  loft 
all  affediion  to  them  as  brethren,  who  alfo  retained 
hopes  that  a  happy  reconciliation  upon  conilitutionai 
principles,  v/ithout  facriflcing  the  dignity  or  thejuft 
authority  of  government  on  the  one  fide,  or  a  derelic- 
tion of  the  rights  of  freemen  on  the  other,  was  not 
even  now  impofTible,  notwithllanding  their  favourable 
difpofitions  in  general,  could  not  help  feeling  upon 
this  occafion,  that  the  Americans  funk  not  a  little  in 
their  eftimation.  It  was  not  difficult  to  diffufe  an  opi- 
nion that  the  war  in  effe6l  was  overj  and  that  any  fur- 
ther refiftance  would  ferve  only  to  render  the  terms  of 
their  fubmilfion  the  worfe.  Such  were  fome  of  the 
immediate  efFefts  of  the  lofs  of  thofe  grand  keys  of 
North  America,  Ticonderago,  and  the  lakes. 

R  r  2  The 
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The  Americans  were  in  this  flile  degraded  both  by 
the  tories  and  others,  v/ho  were  either  lukewarm  in 
the  caufe  of  liberty,  or  from  felfilli  confiderationsi 
yviftied  a  total  redu6lion  of  the  colonies.  But  the 
triumphing  of  the  v/icked  is  fliort ;  m4tters  were  not 
long  in  taking  a  retrogade  turn,  i^nd  all  this  triumph 
was  changed  into  forrow  and  mourning. 

General  Burgoyne  continued  for  fome  days  with 
the  army  partly  at  Skenefborough,  and  partly  fpread 
in  the  adjacent  country.  They  were  under  the  necef- 
f^ty  of  waicin;:^  for  the  arrival  of  tents,  baggage,  and 
provifions.  In  the  mean  time  no  labour  was  fpared 
in  opening  the  road  by  the  way  of  Fort  Anne,  for  ad- 
vancing againft  the  enemy.  Equal  induftry  was  ufed 
in  clearing  the  Wood  Creek  from  the  obftcales  of  fal- 
len trees,  funkenvftones,  and  other  impediments  which 
had  been  laid  in  the  way  by  the  enemy,  in  order  to  o- 
pen  a  paiTage  for  batteaus,  for  the  conveyance  of  artil- 
lery, ftores,  and  provifions,  for  camp  equipage.  Nor 
\vas  lefs  diligence  ufed  at  Ticonderago,  in  the  carry- 
ing of  gun-  boats,  provifions,  yeflels,  and  batteaus,  o- 
vet  land  into  Lake  George.  Thefe  were  all  laborious 
works,  but  the  fpirit  of  the  army  was  at  that  time  fu- 
perior  to  toil  or  danger. 

General  Schuyler  was  at  Fort  Edward,  upon  the 
Hudfon's  river,  where  he  was  endeavouring  to  collefl 
the  militia,  and  had  been  joined  by  St.  Clair  with  the 
wretched  remains  of  his  army,  who  had  taken  a  round- 
about march  of  feven  days  through  the  woods,  in 
which,  from  the  exceeding  badnefs  of  the  weather, 
vAth  the  want  of  covering,  provifions,  and  all  manner 
of  neccfiarics,  they  had  fuiiered  the  moft  extreme  mi- 
kry.  JNdany  others  of  the  fugitives  had  alfo  arrived, 
t)ut  lo  totally  broken  down,   that  they  were  nearly  as 

deftitutc 
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deftitute  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  all  the  materials 
of  war,  as  they  were  of  vigour,  hope,  and  fpirit  to 
life  them  with  efFed. 

Although  the  direft  diilance  from  Fort  Anne,  where 
the  batteaux  navigation  on  Wood  Creek  determined, 
or  even  from  Skenefborough,  to  Fort  Edv/ard  was 
no  ereatef,  than  what  in  England  would  be  confidered 
as  a  moderate  ride  oi  exercife,  yet  fuch  is  the  favage 
face,  and  impra<5ticable  nature  of  che  country,  and 
fuch  were  the  artificial  difficulties  which  the  induf- 
try  of  the  enemy  had  thrown  in  the  way,  that  the 
progrefs  of  the  army  thither,  was  a  work  of  much 
preparation,  time  and  labour.  It  will  fcarcely  be  be- 
lieved in  after  times,  and  may  now  be  received  with 
difficulty  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  that  it  coil 
an  adlive  andfpirited  anny,  without  an  enemy  in  force 
to  impede  its  progrefs,  not  many  fewer  days  in  paffing 
from  one  part  to  another  of  a  country,  than  the  dif- 
tance,  in  adiredtline,  would  have  meafured  miles,  yet 

fuch,  however  extraordinary,   is  the   faft. Belides 

that  the  country  was  a  wildernefs  in  almoft  every  part 
of  the  paffage,  the  enemy  had  cut  large  timber  trees 
in  fuch  a  manner,  on  both  fides  of  the  road,  as  to  fall 
a-crofs  and  length-ways,  with  their  branches  interwo- 
ven ;  lb  that  the  troops  had  feveral  layers  of  thefe 
frequently  to  remove,  in  places  where  they  could  not 
poffible  take  any  other  direction.  The  face  of  the 
country  was  likewife  fo  broken  with  creeks  and  marlh- 
es,  that  in  that  fhort  fpace  they  had  no  lefs  than  forty 
bridges  to  conftrudt,  befides  others  to  repairj  and  one 
of  thefe  was  of  log-work  over  a  morafs  two  miles  in 
extent.  All  the  toils  and  difficulties  v/ere  encoun- 
tered and  overcome  by  the  troops  with  their  ufual 
fpirit  and  alacrity^     The  enemy  were  too  weak,  too 

■     much 
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much  difpirited,  and  probably  too  much  afraid  of  the 
Indians,  to  add  very  materially  to  thefe  difficulties.— 
feme  fkirmilliing  and  firing  there  was,  however,  on 
every  day's  march^  in  which,  as  .ufual,  they  conitantly 
came  off  lofers. 

It  is  true,  that  General  Burgoync  might  have  a- 
dopted  another  rout  to  Hudfon's  river,  by  whici^ 
moll  of  thefe  particular  difficulties  would  have  been 
avoided.  By  returning  down  the  South  river  to  Ti- 
conderago,  he  might  again  have  embarked  the  army 
on  Lake  George,  and  proceeded  to  the  fort  whicl^ 
takes  its  name,  and  lies  at  its  head,  from  whence  there 
is  a  waggon  road  to  J^ort  Edward.  To  this  it  was 
objected,  and  probably  with  reafon,  that  a  retrogadc 
motion  in  the  height  of  vidory,  would  tend  greatly 
to  abate  that  panic  with  which  the  enemy  were  con- 
founded and  overwhelmed i  that  it  would  even  cool 
the  ardour,  and  check  the  animation  of  the  troops,  to 
call  them  off  from  the  profecution  of  their  fuccefs  to 
a  cold  and  fpiritkfs  voyage;  and  that  their  expedi- 
tion would  undoubtedly  be  checked  by  the  refiftance 
and  delay  which  they  muft  expeft  at  Fort  George; 
■whereas  when  the  garrifon  perceived  that  the  army 
was  marching  in  a  direftion,  which  was  likely  to  cut 
off  their  retreat,  they  would  undoubtedly  coniult  their 
fafety  in  time  by  abandoning  the  poil. 

The  enemy  abandoned  Fort  Edward,  and  retired  to 
Saratoga,  at  the  approach  of  the  royal  army,  which, 
from  the  impediments  we  have  fecn  in  the  march,  was 
not  until  the  end  of  July.  The  enthufiafm  of  the  ar- 
my, as  well  as  of  the  General,  upon  their  arrival  on 
the  Hudfon's  river,  which  had  been  fo  long  the  objecl 
of  their  hopes  and  willies,  may  be  better  conceived 
than  defcribed.     As  the  enemy,  by  previoufly  aban- 
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doming  Fort  George,  and  burning  tlicir  velTeh,,  had 
left  the  lake  entirely  cpen^  a  great  embarkation  of 
provifions,  ftores,  and  necefl'aries,  was  already  arri- 
ved at  that  poft  from  Ticonderago.  The  army  was  ac- 
cordingly fully  and  immediately  employed  in  tranf- 
porting  thofe  articles,  v/ith  artillery,  batteaus,  and 
fuch  other  matters  as  they  judged  necefiary  for  the 
profecution  of  their  future  meafures,  from  Fort 
George  to  Kudfon's  river. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  aftonifhment  and  terror 
which  the  lofs  of  Ticondcrago^  and  its  immediate  con- 
fequences,  fpread  throughout  the  New  England  pro- 
vinces. The  General's  manifefto,  in  which  he  dif- 
played  the  powers  and  numbers  of  the  fivages,  added 
perhaps  to  the  efFecV.  ft  was  remarkable,  however 
that  in  the  midft  of  all  thefe  difafters,  and  confequent 
terrors,  no  fort  of  difpofition  to-  fubmit  appeared  in' 
any  quarter. 

The  New  England  government  in  particular,  tho'' 
mod  immediately  menaced,  did  not  fink  under  their 
apprehenfion  of  the  common  danger.  They,  as  well 
as  the  Gongrefs,  aded  with  vigour  and  firmnefs  in- 
their  efforts  to  repel  the  enemy.  Arnold,  whom- 
we  have  lately  feen  in  the  engagement  at  Danbury^ 
was  immediately  fent  to  the  reinforcement  of  the 
northern  army,  v.'ho  carried  with  him  a  train  of  artil- 
lery, which  he  received  from  Wafliington.  On  his  ar- 
rival he  drew  the  American  troops  back  from  Sarato- 
ga to  Still  Water,  a  central  fituation  betv/een  that 
place  and  the  mouth  of  the  Mohawk  river,  where  it 
falls  into  Hudfon's.  This  movement  was  to  be  the 
nearer  at  hand  to  check  the  progrefs  &f  Colonel-  St. 
Leger,  who  was  now  advancing  up  the  former  of 
thefe  rivers.     His  iorces  were  da/ily  iwcreafed,  thro' 

the 


320  HISTORY   OF  A,  D.  1777. 

the  outrages  of  the  favages,  who  notwithftanding  the 
regulations  and  endeavours  of  General  Burgoyne, 
were  too  prone  to  the  exercife  of  their  ufual  cruel- 
ties, to  be  efFedually  retrained  by  any  means.  The 
friends  of  the  royal  caufe,  as  well  as  its  enemies,  were 
equally  viftims  of  its  indifcriminate  rage.  Among 
other  inftances  of  this  nature,  the  murder  of  Mifs 
M'Crea,    which    happened   fome   fmall    time   after, 

flruck  every  bread  with  horror. Every  circum- 

ftace  of  this  horrid  tranfaftion  ferved  to  render  it  more 
calamitous  and  afflifting.  The  young  lady  is  re- 
prefented  to  have  been  in  all  the  innocence  of  youth 
and  bloom  of  beauty.  Her  father  was  faid  to  be 
deeply  interefted  in  the  royal  caufe ^  and  to  wind  up 
the  cataftrophe  of  this  odious  tragedy,  flie  was  to  be 
married  to  a  Britifh  officer  on  the  very  day  that  fhe 
was  maffacred.  . 

This  tragedy  will  ftand  as  a  deep  blot  in  the  annals 
of  the  prefent  government  as  long  as  the  fun  revolves 

in  his  courfe  around  this  terreftrial  globe. This 

mafiacre,  and  others  its  concomitants,  will  in  fome  fu- 
ture reckoning  make  that  coward  tremble  who  is  faid 
to  have  given  it  fandion  by  the  authority  of  his  maf- 
tcr  on  this  fide  the  Atlantic;  and  that  hero  who 
boailed  great  things  in  his  fanguninary  proclamations, 
will  find  the  ghofts  of  innocents  haunt  him  when  the 
weapons  of  warfare  are  buried  in  peace. 

Occafion  was  hence  taken  to  exafperate  the  people, 
and  to  blacken  the  royal  party  and  army.  People 
were  too  apt  to  jumble  promifcuoufly,  and  to  place 
in  one  point  of  viev/,  the  cruelty  of  thefe  barbarians, 
and  the  caufe  in  which  they  v/ere  exerted.  Theye- 
quaily  execrated  both. — — Whiift  they  abhorred  and 
deteiled  that  army  which  fubmittcd  to  accept  of  fuch 

an 
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an  aid,  they  loudly  condemned  and  reprobated  thit 
government  which  would  call  fuch  auxiliaries  into  a 
civil  conteft;  thereby  endeavouring,  as  they  faid  not 
to  fubdue  but  to  exterminate  a  people  whom  they  af- 
fefted  to  confider,  and  pretended  to  reclaim  as  fub- 
jefls.  General  Gates,  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  tranfac- 
cions,  was  not  wanting  by  leveral  publications  to  ag- 
gravate and  inflame  the  pidureof  thefe  excelTes;  and 
with  no  fmall  effeiSt. 

By  this  means,  the  advantages  expected  from 
this  terror  that  was  conllantly  excited  by  thefe  fa- 
vage  auxiliaries  were  not  only  counterafteds  but  this 
terror  rather  it  may  be  thought  produced  a  diredily 
contrary  efFe6l.  The  inhabitants  of  the  open  and 
frontier  countries  had  no  choice  of  a^^ling;  they  had 
no  means  offecurity  leftj  but  by  abandoning  their 
habitations,  and  taking  up  arms.  Everyman  faw  the 
necelTity  of  becoming  a  temporary  foldierj  not  only 
for  his  own  fecurity,  but  for  the  protedion  and  de- 
fence of  thofe  connexions  which  are  dearer  than  life 
itfelf.  Thus  an  army  was  poured  forth  by  the  woodsy 
mountains,  and  marlhes,  which  in  this  part  were  thick- 
ly fown  with  plantations  and  villages.  The  Ame- 
ricans recalled  their  courage;  and  when  their  re- 
gular army  feemed  to  be  entirely  wafted,  tlie  fpirit  of 
the  country  produced  a  much  greater  and  more  for- 
midable force. 

In  the  mean  time  the  army  under  General  Burgoyne, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Edward,  began  to 
experience  thofe  difficulties,  which  encrcafed  as  it 
farther  advanced,  until  they  at  length  became  infur- 
mountable.  From  the  30th  of  July,  to  the  15th  of 
Auguft,  the  army  was  continually  employed,  and  eve- 
ry pofiible  meafiire  ufed  for  the  bringing  forward  of 
VoL  JI.  S  s  bacteaus^ 
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batteaus,  provifions,  and  ammunition  from  Fort 
George  to  the  firft  navigable  part  of  Hudfon's  river,, 
a  diftance  of  about  18  miles.  The  toil  was  exceflive 
in  this  fervice,  and  the  efieft  in  no  degree  equivalent 
to  the  expence  of  labour  and  time.  The  roads  were 
in  fome  parts  fteep,  and  in  others  required  great  re- 
pairs. Of  the  horfes  which  had  been  fuppjied  by 
contract  in  Canada,  through  the  various  delays  and 
accidents  attending  fo  long  and  intricate  a  combina- 
tion of  paffage  by  land,  and  carriage  by  water,  not 
more  than  one  third  was  yet  arrived.  The  induftry 
of  the  General  had  been  able  to  colled  no  more  than 
50  teams  of  oxen,  in  the  country  through  which  he 
had  marched,  or  in  this  which  he  at  prefent  fojourn- 
ed.  Thefe  refources  v/ere  totally  inadequate  to  the. 
purpofesof  fupplying  the  army  with  provifions  for  its 
current  confumption,  and  to  the  ellabliiliment  at  the 
fame  timeof  fuch  a  magazine  as  would  enable  it  to 
profecute  the  further  operations  of  the  campaign. — > 
Exceeding  heavy  rains  added  to  all  thefe  difficulties^ 
and  the  impediments  to  the  fervice  were  fo  various 
and  ftubborn,  that  after  the  utmoft  exertion  for  fif- 
teen fuccelTive  days,  there  was  not  above  four  days, 
provifions  in  ftore,  nor  above  ten  batteaus  in  the 
Hudfon's  river. 

In  thefe  embarraffing  and  diftrefling  circumftances, 
the  General  reeeived  intelligence,  that  Colonel  St. 
Leger  had  arrived  before,  and  was  conducting  his  o- 
perations  againft  Fort  Stanwix.  He  inftantly  and 
iuftly  conceived,  that  a  rapid  movement  forward  at 
this  critical  jun6ture,  would  be  of  the  utmoft  import-  | 
ance.  If  the  enemy  preceeded  up  the  Mohawk,  and  ' 
that  if  Sc.  Leger  fucceeded  he  would  be  liable  to  get 
between  two  fires  3  or  at  any  rate.  General  Burgoyne's 

army 
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army  would  get  between  him  and  Alban)-,  fo  that  he 
muft  either  ftand  an  aftion,  or  by  palling  tlie  Hiidfon'b 
river,  endeavour  to  fecure  a  reireac  higher  up  to  the 
New-England  provinces.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  he 
abandoned  Fort  Stanwix  to  its  fate,  and  fell  back  to 
Albany,  the  Mohawk  country  would  of  courfe  be  en- 
tirely laid  open,  the  juncflion  vv'ith  St.  Leger  eftablifh- 
cd,  and  the  combined  army  at  liberty  and  leilure  to 
prefcribc  and  chufe  its  future  line  of  operation. 

The  propriety  of  the  movement  was  evident ;  but 
the  difficulty  lay,  and  great  indeed  it  Vvas,  in  finding 
means  to  carry  the  defign  into  execution.  To  main- 
tain fuch  a  communication  with  Fort  George  during 
the  whole  time  of  fo  extenfive  a  movement,  as  would 
afford  a  daily  fupply  of  provifion  to  an  army,  whiHl 
its  diftance  was  continually  increafing,  and  its  courfe 
liable  to  frequent  variation,  was  obviouOy  impracfbica- 
i)le.  The  army  was  too  weak  to  afford  a  chain  of 
polls  for  fuch  an  extent :  continual  cfcorts  for  every 
feparate  fupply,  would  be  a  Hill  greater  drain  ;  and 
in  either  cafe,  the  enemy  had  a  body  of  militia  within 
a  night's  march  of  White  Creek,  fufficient  to  break 
the  line  of  communication. 

Some  other  fource  of  fupply  was  therefore  to  be 
fought,  or  the  defign  to  be  dropped,  and  tiie  prof- 
pe6l  of  advantage  which  it  prefented  totally  relinquifn- 
ed.  The  enemy  received  large  fupplies  of  live  cat- 
tle from  the  New  England  provinces,  which  paffing 
the  upper  pan  of  the  Connecticut  river,  took  the 
rout  of  Manchefrer,  Arlington,  and  other  parts  of 
the  New  Hamplhire  grants  (a  trail  of  land  difputed  be- 
tween that  province  and  New,- York,)  until  th.ey  were 
at  length  depofited  at  Bennington,  from  whence  they 
were   conveyed    as  occafion   required,  to  the  rebel  ar- 

S  s  2  my. 
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rny.  Bennington  lies  JDetween  the  forks  of  the  Ho- 
fick  river,  before  tlieir  obtaining  that  name,  and  with- 
out being  touched  by  either,  and  not  20  nailes  to  the 
caftward  of  Hudfon's  ;  a  place  fo  obfcure,  and  fo  inca- 
pable from  fituation  of  being  otherwife,  that  nothing 
but  the  prefent  troubles  could  have  called  it  into  no- 
tice. It  was  however  at  this  time,  befides  being  a 
ftpre  for  cattle,  a  depofit  for  large  quantities  of  corn,  > 
and  other  neceffaries  ^  and  what  rendered  it  an  objedt- 
of  particular  attention  to  the  royal  army,  a  large  num- 
ber of  wheel  carriages,  of  which  they  were  in  particu-^ 
lar  want,  were  alfo  laid  up  there.  This  place  was  - 
guarded  by  a  body  of  militia,  which  underwent  fuch  - 
frequent  changes  that  its  number  was  neceffarily  un- 
certain. 

The  General  faw  that  the  pofTefllon  of  this  depofic ; 
would  at  once  remove  all  the  impediments  that  re- 
ftrained  the  operations  of  the   army,   and  enable  hiir^ 
to  proceed  direftly  in  the  profecution  of  his  defign. —  , 
He  accordingly  laid   a  fcheme  to  furprize  the  place, 
and  entrufted  the  execution  of  it  to  the  German  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Baum,   who  had  been  immediately  fe- 
le6led,  and  v/as  then  preparing  to  conduct  an  expedi- 
tion tending  to  fimilar  purpofes,  towards  the  borders    „ 
of  the  Connecticut  river.  1  !|j 

The  force  allotted  to  this  fervice  amounted  to  about 
500  men,  confiding  of  about  200  of  Reidefel's  dif- 
mounted  German  dragoons,  Captain  Frazer's  markf- 
inen,  the  Canada  volunteers,  a  party  ofprovincialswho 
were  perfed:ly  acquainted  with  the  country,  and  about 
TOO  Indians.  The  corps  carried  with  them  two  light 
pieces  of  artillery. 

•    In  order  to  facilitate  this  operation,  and  to  be  rea- 
dy to  take  advantage  of  its  fuccefs,   the  army  moved. 

■  up 
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Up  the  eaft  fhore  of  Hudfon's  river,  where  it  encamp- 
ed nearly  oppofite  to  Saratoga,  having  at  the  fame  tinric 
thrown  a  bridge  of  rafts  over,  by  which  the  advanced 
corps  were  palled  to  that  place.  At  the  fame  time 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Breyman's  corps,  confiding  of  the 
Brunfwick  grenadiers,  light  infantry,  and  chaffeur?, 
were  poded  at  Batten  Kill,  in  order,  if  nece.Tary,  to 
fupport  Baum. 

The  latter  in  his  march  fell  in  with  a  party  of  the 
enemy  who  were  efcorting  fome  cattle  and  provifions, 
both  of  which  he  took  with  little  difficulty,  and  fenr 
back  to  the  camp.  The  fame  fatal  impediment  which 
retarded  all  the  operations  of  the  army,  viz.  the  want: 
of  horfes  and  carriages,  concurred  with  the  badnefs 
of  the  roads  in  rendering  Baum's  advance  fo  tedious, 
that  the  enemy  were  well  informed  of  the  defign, 
and  had  time  to  prepare  for  his  reception.  Upon 
his  approach  to  the  place,  having  received  intelligence 
that  the  enemy  were  too  ftrong  to  be  attacked  by  his 
prefent  force  with  any  profpe6l  of  fuccefs,  he  took  a 
tolerable  good  poll  near  Santhoick  Mills  on  the  near- 
er branch  of  what  is  called  afterwards  the  Hofick  ri- 
ver, which  is  there  called  Walloon  creek,  and  at  about 
four  miles  diftance  from  Bennington 3  difpatching  at 
the  fame  time  an  exprefs  to  the  general  with  an  ac- 
count of  his  fituation. 

Colonel  Breyman  was  accordingly  difpatched  from 
Batten-kill  to  reinforce  Baum.  That  evil  fortune 
now  began  to  appear,  which  for  fome  time  after  con- 
tinued to  fweep  every  thing  before  it.  Breyman  was 
fo  overlayed  by  bad  weather,  fo  funk  and  embarraf- 
fed  in  bad  roads,  and  met  with  fuch  delays  from  the 
'veaknefs  and  tiring  of  horfes,  and  the  difficulty  of  paf- 

fins: 
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fing  the  artillery  carriages  through  a  country  fcarcely 
prafticable  at  any  time,  and  now  rendered  much 
worfe  by  the  continual  rains,  that  he  was  from  eight 
in  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  Auguft,  to  four  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  fame  day,  notwithftanding  every  pof- 
fible  exertion  of  men  and  officers,  in  0-ettin.Q;  forward 
about  twenty- four  miles. 

General  Stark,  who  commanded  the  militia  at 
Bennington,  determin(?d  not  to  wait  for  the  junftion 
of  the  tv/o  parties,  advanced  in  the  morning,  whilil 
Breyman  was  yet  ftruggling  with  the  difficulties  of  his 
march,  to  attack  Baum  in  his  pofl:,  which  he  had  en- 
trenched and  rendered  as  defenfibie  as  tim.e  and  its 
nature  would  permit.  The  loyal  provincials  who 
were  along  with  him,  were  fo  eager  in  their  hopes, 
to  find  what  they  wiflied  to  be  real,  that  when  the  ene- 
my v/ere  furrounding  his  poft  on  all  fides,  they  for 
fome  time  purfuaded  him,   that  they    v/ere  bodies  of 

arm.ed  friends  who  were  coming  to  his  alTiflance. 

The  colonel  foon  difcovered  their  error,  and  made  a 
brave  defence.  His  fmall:works  being  at  length  car- 
ried on  every  fide,  and  his  two  pieces  ofcanr,t)n  ta- 
ken, moft  of  the  Indians,  with  feveral  of  the  Provinci- 
als, Canadians,  and  Britifh  markfmen,  efcaped  in  the 
woods.  The  German  dragoons  flill  kept  together, 
and  when  their  ammunition  was  expended,  were  nobly 
led  by  their  colonel  to  the  charge  with  their  fwords. 
They  were  foon  overwhelmed,  and  the  furvivers,  a- 
mong  v;hom  was  the  wounded  colonel,  were  made 
prifoners. 

Breym.an,  who  had  the  hard  fortune  not  to  receive 
the  Imalicft  information  of  this   engagement,   arrived 
near  the  fame  ground  about    four  in   the    afternoon, 
where  inftead  of  meeting  his  friends,  he  found  his  de- 
tachment 
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tachment  attacked  on  all  fides  by  the  enemy,  Not- 
withftanding  the  fevere  fatigue  they  had  undergone, 
his  troops  behaved  with  great  vigour  and  refolutionj^ 
and  drove  the  Americans  in  the  beginning  from  two 
or  three  different  hills,  on  which  they  had  pods. — 
They  were  however  at  length  overpowered,  and  their 
ammunition  being  unfortunately  expended,  although 
each  foldier  had  brought  out  forty  rounds  in  his  pouch, 
they  were  obliged  with  great  relu6lance  to  abandon 
the  two  pieces  of  artillery  they  had  brought  with 
them,  and  to-  retreat  in  the  bed  manner  they  could; 
a  circumftance  to  which  the  latenefs  of  the  evenino- 
was  very  favourable. 

The  lofs  of  men  fuftained  by  thcfe    two  engage- 
ments could   not  be  lefs  than  live  or  lix  hundred,   of 

whom   however   the  greater  part  were  prifoncrs. 

But  this  was  not  the  only  or  tlie  greatefh  lofs.  The 
reputation  and  courage  which  it  afforded  to  the  mili- 
tia to  find  that  they  were  able  to  defeat  regular  forces 5. 
that  neither  Englifhmen  nor  Germans  were  invincible 
nor  invulnerable  in  their  imprelTions ;  and  the  hope 
and  confidence  excited  by  the  artillery,  and  other 
trophies  of  victory,  where  of  much  greater  confequence„ 

This  was  the  firit  turn  which  fortune  had  taken> 

in  favour  of  the  Americans  in  the  northern  war, 
fince  fome  time  before  the  death  of  Gen.  Montgome- 
ry j  misfortune  had  fucceedcd  misfortune,  and  defeat 
had  trod  upon  the  heel  of  defeat,  fince  that  period. 
This  was  the  firft  inftance  in  the  prefent  campaign,  in- 
which  fhe  feemed  even  wavering,  mueh  lefs  that  fiie 
for  a  moment  quitted  the  royal  ffandard.  The  exult- 
ation was  accordingly  great  on  the  one  fide ;  nor 
could  the  other  avoid  feeling  fome  damp  to  that  ea- 

gernefs- 
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gernefs  of  hope,  and  receiving  feme  check  to  that  af- 
fured  confidence  of  fuccefs  which  an  unmixed  feries'  of 
fortunate  events  muft  naturally  excite. 

St.  Leger's  attempt  upon  Fort  Stanwix,  (now  called 
by  the  Americans  Fort  Schuyler)  was  foon  after  its 
commencement  favoured  by  a  fuccefs  fo  fignal,  as 
would  in  other  cafes,  and  a  more  fortunate  feafon, 
have  been  decifive  as  to  the  fate  of  a  ftronger  and 
much  more  important  fortrefs.  General  Harkiner, 
a  leading  man  of  that  country,  was  marching  at  the 
head  of  eight  or  nine  hundred  of  the  Tryon  county  mi- 
litia with  a  convoy  of  provifions,  to  the  relief  of  the 
fort.  St.  Leger,  well  aware  of  the  danger  of  being  at- 
tacked in  his  trenches,  and  of  withltanding  the  whole 
weight  of  the  garrifon  in  fome  particular  and  probably 
weak  point  at  the  fame  inftant,  and  equally  well  under- 
Handing  the  kind  of  fervice  for  which  the  Indians  were 
peculiarly  calculated,  judicioufly  detached  Sir  John 
Johnfon  with  fome  regulars,  the  whole  or  part  of  his 
own  regiment  and  the  favages,  to  lie  in  ambufh  in  the 
woods,  and  intercept  the  enemy  upon  their  march. 

It  fhould  feem  by  the  condudl  of  the  militia  and  their 
leader,  that  they  were  not  only  totally  ignorant  of  all 
military  duties,  but  that  they  had  even  never  heard  by 
report  of  the  nature  of  an  Indian  war,  or  of  that  pe- 
culiar fervice  in  the  woods,  to  which  from  its  nature 

and  fituation  their  country  was  at  all  times  liable. . 

"Without  an  examination  of  their  ground,  without  a 
reconnoitering  or  flanking  party,  they  plunged  blindly 
into  the  trap  that  was  laid  for  their  deflrudion.  Be- 
ing thrown  into  fudden  and  inevitable  diforder,  by  a 
near  and  heavy  fire  on  almoft  all  fides,  it  was  compleat- 
ed  by  the  Indians,  who  inftantly  purfuing  their  fire, 
rulhed  in  upon  their  broken  ranks,   and  made  a  moft 

d.f-eadfuj 
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dreadful  (laughter  among  them  with  their  fpears  and 
hatchets.  Notwithftanding  their  want  of  conduct,  the 
militia  fhewed  no  want  of  courage  in  their  deplorable 
fituation.  In  the  midft  of  fuch  extreme  danger,  and 
fo  bloody  an  execution,  rendered  ftill  more  terrible 
by  the  horrid  appearance  and  demeanor  of  the  princi- 
pal adors,  they  recolledted  themfelves  fo  far  as  to  reco- 
ver an  advantageous  ground,  which  enabled  them  af- 
ter to  maintain  a  fort  of  running  fight,  by  which  about 
one  third  of  their  number  was   preferved. 

The  lofs  was  fuppofed  to  be  on  their  fide  about  400 

killed,    and  half  that   number  prifoners. It  was 

thought  of  the  greater  confequence,  as  almoft  all  thofe 
who  were  confidercd  as  the  principal  leaders  and  in- 
iligators  of  rebellion  in  that  country  were  now  de- 
Itroyed.  The  triumph  and  exultation  was  accord- 
ingly great,  and  all  oppofitioh  from  the  militia  in  that 
country  v/as  fuppofed  to  be  at  an  end.  The  circum- 
ftance  of  old  neighbourhood  and  perfonal  knowledge 
between  many  of  the  parties  in  the  prefent  rage  and 
animofity  of  fadion,  could  by  no  means  be  favourable 
to  the  extenfion  of  mercy;  even  fuppofing  that  it 
might  have  been  orherwifc  praftifed  with  prudence 
and  fafety,  at  a  time  when  the  power  of  the  Indians 
was  rather  prevalent,  and  that  their  rage  was  implaca- 
ble. For  according  to  their  computation  and  ideas  of 
lofs,  the  favages  had  purchafed  this  victory  exceeding- 
ly dear,  ^3  o^  ^^^^^^'  number  having  been  flain,  and  29 
wounded,  amongwhom  were  feveral  of  their  principal 
leaders,  and  of  their  diftinguiflied  and  favourite  war- 
rioi-s.  This  lofs  accordingly  rendered  them  fo  difcon- 
tented,  intraftable,  and  ferocious,  that  the  fervice  was 
greatly  afFedled  by  their  ill  difpofition.  The  unhappy 
prifoners  were  however  its  firil  objects;  more  of 'vvhoOi 
Vol.  11.  T  t  they 
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they  inhumanly  butchered  in  cold  blood.  The  New- 
Yorkers,  rangers,  and  other  troops,  were  not  with- 
out lofs  in  this  aftion. 

On  the  day,  and  probably  during  the  time  of  this 
engagement,  the  garrifon,  having  I'eceived  intelligence 
of  the  approach  of  their  friends,  endeavoi  red  to 
make  a  diverfion  in  their  favour,  by  a  vigoufcis  and 
well  conduced  fally,  under  the  direftion  of  Colonel 
Willet  their  fecond  in  command.  Willet  conducted 
his  bufinefs  with  ability  and  fpirit.  He  did  confider- 
able  mifchief  in  the  camp,  brought  off  fome  trophies, 
no  inconfiderable  Iporl,  fomt  of  which  confifted  of 
articles  that  were  greatly  wanted,  a  few  prifoners,  and 
returned  with  little  or  no  lofs.  He  afterwards  under- 
took, in  company  with  another  officer,  a  much  more 
perilous  expedition.  They  paffed  by  night  .through 
the  befiegers  works,  and  in  contempt  of  the  danger 
and  cruelty  of  the  favages  made  their  way  for  50 
miles  through  pathlefs  woods,  and  unexplored  moraf- 
fes,  in  order  to  raife  the  country  and  bring  relief  to 
the  fort.  Such  an  aftion  demands  the  praife  even  of 
an  enemy. 

Colonel  St.  Leger  left  no  means  untried  to  profit 
of  bis  vidtory  by  intimidating  the  garrifon.  He  fent 
verbal  and  written  meflages.  Hating  their  hopelefs 
fituation,  the  utter  deftruclion  of  their  friends,  the 
impolTibility  of  their  obtaining  relief,  as  General  Bur- 
goyne,  after  deftroying  every  thing  in  his  way,  was 
now  at  Albany  receiving  the  fubmiffion  of  all  the 
adjoining  counties,  and  by  prodigioufly  magnifying 
liis  own  force. — He  reprefented,  that  in  this  ftate  of 
things,  if  through  an  incorrigible  obftinacy,  they 
fliould  continue  a  hopelefs  and  fruitlefs  defence,  they 
would  according  to  the  pradice  of  the  moil  civilized 
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nations,  be  cut  off  from  all  conditions,  and  every  hope 
■of  mercy.  But  he  particularly  dwelt  upon  the  pains 
he  had  taken  in  ibftcning  the  rage  of  the  Indians  for 
their  late  lofs,  and  obtaining  froai  them  fecurity,  chat 
in  cafe  of  an  immediate  furrender  of  the  fort,  every 
man  of  the  garrifon  fliould  be  fparedj  whilft  on  the 
other  hand,,  they  declared  with  the  mofc  bitter  execra- 
tions, that  if  they  met  with  any  further  refillance, 
they  would  not  only  maifacre  the  garrifon,  but  that 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  Mohav/k  coun- 
try would  necedarily,  and  however  againfl:  his  will, 
fall  facrifices  to  the  fury  of  the  lavages.  This  point 
he  faid  he  prefled  entirely  on  the  fcore  of  humanity ; 
he  promifed  on  his  part,  in  cafe  of  an  immediate  fiir- 
rende",  every  attention  which  a  humane  and  generous 
enemy  could  give. 

The  Governor,  Colonel  Ganfevort,  behaved  v.'ith 
great  firmnefs.  He  replied,  that  he  had  been  entruft- 
ed  with  the  charge  of  that  garrifon  by  the  United 
States  of  America;  that  he  would  defend  the  trufl: 
committed  to  his  care  at  every  hazard,  and  to  the  ut- 
moft  extremity:  and  that  he  neither  thought  himfelf 
accountable  for,  nor  fhould  he  at  all  concern  himfelf 
about  any  confequences  that  attended  the  difcharge 
of  his  duty.  It  was  Ihrewdly  remarked  in  the  fort 
that  half  the  pains  would  not  have  been  taken  to  dif- 
play  the  force  immediately  without,  or  the  fuccefs  at 
a  dillance,  if  they  bore  any  proportion  at  all  to 
the  magnitude  in  which  they  were  reprefenced. 

The  Britiih  commander  was  much  difippointed  in 
the  Rate  of  the  fort.  It  was  ftronger,  in  better  con- 
dition,  and  much  better  defended  then  he  expe6led. 
after  great  labour  in  his  approaches,  he  found  his  ar- 
tillery deficient,  being  infufficienr  in  weiglit  to  make 
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any  confiderable  impreflion.  The  only  remedy  was 
to  bring  his  iapproaches  fo  near  that  they  muft  take 
cfFedl;  which  he  fat  about  with  the  greater  diligence. 
In  the  mean  time  the  Indians  continued  fullen  and  in- 
traftable.  Their  late  lofles  might  have  been  cured 
by  certain  advantages;  but  the  misfortune  was,  they 
had  yet  got  no  plunder,  and  their  profped  of  getting 
any  feemed  to  grow  every  day  fainter.  It  is  the  pe- 
culiar chara<5lerftic  of  that  people  to  exhibit  in  cer- 
tain inftances  degrees  of  courage  and  perfcverance, 
•which  fhock  reafon  and  credibility,  and  to  beiray  in 
others  the  greateft  irrefolution  and  timidity  ;  with  a 
total  want  of  that  conftancy  which  might  enable  thenn 
for  any  length  of  time  to  ftruggle  with  difficulty. 

WhilR  the  commander  was  carrying  on  his  opera- 
tions which  the  utmofi:  induftry,  the  Indians  received  a 
flying  report  that  Arnold  was  coming  with  a  thoufand 
inen  to  relieve  the  fort.  The  commander  endeavour- 
ed to  hearten  them,  by  promifing  to  lead  them  him- 
felf,  to  bring  all  his  befl:  troops  into  aflion,  and  by  car- 
rying their  leaders  out  to  mark  a  field  of  battle,  and 
the  tlattery  of  confulting  them  upon  the  intended  plan 
of  operation.  Whilft  he  was  thus  endeavouring  to 
foothe  their  temper,  and  to  revive  their  flagging  fpi- 
rits,  others  fcouts  arrived  with  intelligence,-  probably 
contrived  in  part  by  themfelves,  which  firft  doubled, 
and  afterwards  trebled  the  number  of  the  enemy, 
with  the  comfortable  addition,  that  Burgoyne's  army 
was  entirely  cut  to  pieces.  The  Colonel  returned  to 
the  camp,  and  called  a  council  of  their  cheifs,  hoping 
that  by  the  influence  wiiich  Sir  John  Johnfon,  and  thq 
fuperintendants  Claus  and  Butler  had  over  them,  they, 
might  ftill  be  induced  to  make  a  (land.  He  was  dif-." 
appointed.     A  part  of  the  Indians  decamped  whilft; 

the 
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the  council  was  fitting,  and  the  remainder  threatened 
peremptorily  to  abandon  him,  if  he  did  not  immedi- 
ately retreat. 

Aiiguft  22d.  The  retreat  was  of  courfe  precipi- 
tate; or  it  was  rather  in  plain  terms  a  flight,  attend- 
ed with  difagreeable  circumftances.  The  tents,  with 
mod  of  the  artillery  ftores,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
garrifon.  It  appears  by  the  colonel's  own  account, 
that  he  was  as  apprehenfive  of  danger  from  the  fury  of 
his  favage  allies,  as  he  could  be  from  the  refentment  of 
his  declared  American  enemies.  It  alfo  appears  from 
the  fame  authority,  that  the  MelTafages,  a  nation  of 
lavages  to  the  weft,  plundeied  feveral  of  the  boats  be- 
longing to  the  army.  By  the  American  accounts, 
which  are  in  part  coniirmicd  by  others,  it  is  fuid  that 
they  robbed  the  officers  of  their  baggage,  and  of  eve- 
ry other  article  to  which  they  took  any  liking;  and 
the  army  in  general  of  their  provifions.  They  alfo 
fay,  that  a  few  miles  diftance  from  the  camp,  they 
firft  ftripped  of  their  arms,  and  afterwards  murdered 
with  their  own  bayonets,  all  thofe  Britilh,  German, 
and  American  foldiers,  who  from  inability  to  keep 
up,  fear,  or  any  other  caufe,  were  feparated  from  the 
main  body'. 

The  flate  of  the  fad  with  refpecl  to  the  intended  re- 
lief of  the  fort  is,  that  Arnold  had  advanced  by  the 
way  of  Half-moon,  up  the  Mohav/k  river,  2000  men 
for  that  purpofe;  and  that  for  the  greater  expedition, 
he  had  quitted  the  main  body  and  arrived  by  forfced 
marches  through  the  v/oods,  with  a  detachment  of  900 
men  at  the  fort,  on  the  24th  in  the  evening,  tv/o  days 

after  the  fiege  had  beerj  raifcd. So  that  upon   the 

whole,  the  intraftablenefs  of  the  Indians,  with  their 
Vi/atchful   apprehenfion    of    danger,    probably    faved 

them 
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them  from  a  chaftifement,  which  would  not  have  been 
tenderly  adminiftered. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more  untoward  in  the 
prefenc  fituation  of  affairs,  than  the  unfortunate  iffue 
of  this  expedition.  The  Americans  reprefented  this 
and  the  affair  at  Bennington,  as  great  and  glorious 
victories.  Nothing  could  exceed  their  exultation  and 
confidence.  Ganfevort  and  Willet,  with  General 
Starke  and  Colonel  Warner,  who  had  commanded 
at  Bennington,  were  ranked  amongft  thofe  who  were 
confidered  as  the  faviours  of  their  country.  The  nor- 
thern militia  began  now  to  look  high,  and  to  forget 
all  di(lin6tions  between  themfeives  and  regular  troops. 
As  this  confidence,  opinion,  and  pride  encrcafed,  the 
apprehenfion  of  General  Burgoyne's  army  of  courfe 
declined,  until  it  foon  became  to  be  talked  of  with  in- 
difference and  contempt,  and  even  its  fortune  to  be 
p\iblicly  prognofticated.  In  the  mean  time.  General 
Gates,  on  whole  condud  and  ability  it  appears  the 
Americans  had  placed  much  reliance,  arrived  to  take 
the  command  of  the  army^  an  event  which  gave  a 
new  fpur  to  their  exertion,  and  afforded  an  additional 
fupport  to  their  hopes.  The  arrival  of  Gates  enabled 
Arnold,  who  flill  held  the  next  place  in  every  thing  to 
the  commander  in  chief,  and  between  whom  it  ap- 
pears the  moft  perfedl  harmony  prevailed,  to  fet  out 
on  that  expedition  to  Fort  Stanwix,  which  has  been 
jufl  related. 

During  this  time  General  Burgoyne  continued  in 
his  camp  on  the  eaflern  lliore  of  the  Hudfon's  river, 
nearly  oppofitc  to  Saratoga,  where  he  ufed  the  moft 
unremitting  induftry  and  perfeverance,  in  bringing 
ftores  and  provifions  forward  from  Fort  George.  As 
a  L'well  of  the  water  occafioned  by  great  rains,  had  car- 
ried 
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ried  away  his  bridge  of  rafts,  he  threw  another  of 
boats  over  the  river  at  the  fame  place.  Ilavino- at- 
length  by  good  management  obtained  and  brought 
forward  about  thirty  days  provifion,  with  other  ne- 
celTary  ftores,  he  took  a  refolution  ofpadlng  rheHud- 
fon's  river  with  the  army,  which  he  accordingly  car- 
ried into  execution  towards  the  middle  of  September, 
and  encamped  on  the  heights  and  in  the  plain  of  Sara- 
toga, the  enemy  being  then  in  the  neighboured  of 
Still  Water. 

Though  this  rneafure  of  pafling  the  Hudfon's  river 
has  not  only  been  a  fubjecl  of  much  difcufTion  at  home, 
but  alfo  of  parliamentary  enquiry;  yet  as  it  ilill  lies 
open,  without  any  decifion  on  its  meri-ts,  and  that  the 
general's  inftru(ftions  are  nof  publicly  known,  nor  per- 
haps all  his  motives  thoroughly  underftood,  we  fhall 
not  perfume  to  form  any  opinion  upon  the  queflion. 
It  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  in  his  letters  to  the 
American  minifter,  he  fays.  That  he  thinks  it  a  duty 
of  jufticeto  take  upon  himfelf  the  rneafure  of  havino- 
paired  the  Hudfon's  river,  in  order  to  force  a  paffage 
to  Albany.  And  that  he  did  not  think  him.felf  autho- 
rized to  call  any  men  into  council,  when  the  peremp- 
tory tenor  of  his  orders,  and  the  feafon  of  the  year, 
admitted  of  no  alternative.  He  alfo  gives,  in  a  fub- 
fequent  part  of  the  fame  letter,  the  following  flate  of 
his  reafoning,  at  a  time  when  the  army  was  in  very 
critical  and  hazardous  circuinftances.  ^^  The  expedi- 
tion I  commanded  was  evidently  meant  at  firft  to  be 
hazarded.  Circumftances  might  require  it  fliould  be 
devoted-y  a  critical  junction  of  Mr.  Gates's  force  with 
Mr.  Wafhington  might  pofiibly  decide  the  fate  of  the 
war;  the  failure  of  my  jun6lion  with  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton, or  the  lofs  of  my  retreat   to  Canada,  could  only 
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be  a  partial  misfortune."  Whether  his  retreat  was 
at  this  period  quite  praclicable,  even  if  his  orders  had 
not  been  to  advance  at  all  hazards,  is  uncertain. 

Such  it  feems  were  the  principles  of  the  general's 
conduift  in  fome  of  the  fuccecding  events.  As  the  ar- 
my advanced  along  the  river  towards  the  enemy,  they 
found  the  country  very  imprafticable,  being  covered 
with  thick  woods,  and  a  continual  repair  of  bridges 
neceffary.  Being  at  length  arrived  in  the  front  of 
the  enemy,  fome  woods  only  of  no  great  extent  inter- 
vening, the  general  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
Britiih  line  which  compofed  the  right  wing. — That 
wing  was  covered  by  General  Frazer  and  Colonel 
Breyman,  with  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  of 
the  army,  who  kept  along  fome  high  grounds  which 
commanded  its  right  flank,  being  themfelves  covered 
by  the  Indians,  provincials, andCanadians  in  the  front 
and  flanks.  The  left  wing  and  artillery  under  the 
Major  Generals  Philips  and  Reidefel,  kept  along  the 
great  road  and  meadows  by  the  river  fide. 

The  enemy,  being  incapable  from  the  nature  of  the 
country  of  perceiving  the  difi^ercnt  combinations  of  the 
march,  ifilied  from  their  camp  in  great  force,  with  a 
defign  of  turning  the  right  wing,  and  taking  the  Bri- 
tifli  line  on  the  flank.  Being  unexpe6tedly  checked 
in  this  defign,  by  the  fl:rong  pofition  of  General  Fra- 
zer, they  immediately  counter-marched,  and  the  fame 
particularity  of  country  which  had  occafioned  their 
miftake,  now  operated  as  efi^eftual  to  prevent  their 
difcovery,  and  confequently  of  taking  any  advantage 
of  their  fubfequent  movement,  they  direding  the 
principal  effort  to  the  left  of  the  fam.e  wing. 

The  Britifh  troops  were  not  a  little  furprized  at  the. 
boldnefs  with  which  they  began   the  attack,  and  the 
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vigour  and  obflinacy  with  which  it  was  fuftained,  from 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  till  after  funfer.  Ar- 
nold led  on  the  enemy,  and  fought  danger  with  ea- 
gernefs,  and  intrepidity,  which  though  much  in  his 
character  was  at  no  time  more  eminently  diltinguifh- 
ed.  The  enemy  were,  however,  continually  fupplied 
with  frelh  troops,  v/hilft  the  weight  of  the  ^flion  lay 
principally  for  a  long  time  upon  ths  20thj  and  21ft, 
and  62d  regiments.  It  will  be  needlefs  to  fay,  that 
they  behaved  with  their  ufuai  firmnefs  and  gallantry, 
though  it  may  not  be  totally  fuperfluous  to  obferve, 
that  the  greater  part  of  thefe  three  regiments,  were 
engaged  for  near  four  hours  v/ithout  intermilTion. 

Mofb  of  the  other  corps  of  the  army,  bore  alfo  good 
fhare  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  day.  The  24th  regiment, 
which  belonged  to  Frazer's  brigade,  with  the  grena* 
diers  and  a  part  of  the  light  infantry,  were  for  fome 
time  brought  into  adion,  and  charged  with  their  ufu- 
ai fpirit  and  bravery.  Breyman's  riflemen,  and  fome 
other  parts  of  his  corps,  alfo  did  good  fervice ;  but 
thefe  troops  only  a6led  partially  and  occalionally  as 
the  heights  on  which  they  had  been  orignally  poft- 
ed,  were  of  too  great  importance  to  be  totally  evacu- 
ated. 

Major- General  Philips  upon  firil  hearing  the  firing 
made  his  way  with  Major  Williams  and  a  part  of  the 
artillery  through  a  very  difficult  part  of  the  wood, 
and  from  that  time  rendered  moil  elTential  fervice. — ■ 
It  feems  as  if  in  one  inftance  his  prefence  of  mind  had 
nearly  faved  the  army,  when  in  the  moil  critical  point 
of  time,  he  reftored  tne  aflion  by  leading  up  the  20th 
regiment,  the  enemy  having  then  a  great  fupcri- 
ority  of  fire.  Though  every  part  of  the  artillery 
performed  almoft  wonders,  the  brave  Captain  Jones 
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(who  was  unfortunately,  though  glorioufly,  killed)- 
with  his  brigade,  were  particularly  difcinguifhed. — - 
Major  General  Reidefel  alfo  exerted  himfelf  to  bring 
up  a  part  of  the  left  wing,  and  arrived  in  time  to 
charge  the  enemy  with  bravery  and  efFe6l.  Jufl:  as  the 
light  clofed,  the  enemy  retired  j  and  left  the  royal 
army  m afters  of  the  field  of  battle.  The  darknefs 
equaly  prevented  purfuit  and  prifoners. 

Upon  the  whole  the  royal  army  gained  nothing  but 
honour  by  this  arduous  ftruggle  and  hard- fought  bat- 
tle. They  had  now  grappled  with  fuch  an  enemy  as 
they  had  never  before  encountered  in  America j  and 
fuch  as  they  were  too  apt  to  imagine  it  could  not  pro- 
duce. The  flattering  ideas  that  the  Americans  could 
only  fight  under  the  covert  of  walls,  hedges,  or  en- 
trenchments, and  were  incapable  of  fuftaining  a  fair 
and  open  confli6l  in  the  field,  were  now  at  an  end. — 
This  opinion  had  alfo  been  in  fome  meafure  fhaken  in 
the  fouth.  Here  they  met  with  a  foe  who  feemed  as  ea- 
ger for  a6lion,  as  carelefs  of  danger,  and  as  indiffer- 
ent with  refped;  to  ground  or  cover  as  thcmfelves, — 
and  after  a  hard  and  clofe  conteft  of  four  hours,  hand 
to  hand,  when  darknefs  put  an  end  to  the  engage- 
ment, the  royal  forces  but  barely  kept  the  field,  and 
the  Americans  only  returned  to  their  camp.. 

We  loft  many  brave  men  in  this  adion,  and  it  was 
not  much  miatter  of  comfort  that  the  Americans  had 
loft  a  great  number.  The  army  lay  all  night  on  their 
arms  in  the  field  of  battle,  and  in  the  morning  took  a 
pofition  nearly  within  cannon  (hot  of  the  enemy's 
camp,  fortifying  their  right  wing,  and  extending  their 
left  fo  as  to  cover  thofe  meadows  through  which  the 
river  runs,  and  where  their  battcaux  and  hofpitals 
were  placed.     The  47th  regiment,  with  that  of  Hefie 

Hanau, 
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Hanau,  and  a  corps  of  provinciair,  were  encamped  in 
the  meadows  as  an  additional  fecurity.  The  enemy's 
right  was  incapable  of  approach,  and  their  left  was  too 
ftrongly  fortified  to  be  inlulted. 

The  zeal  and  alacrity  of  the  Indians  began  from 

this  time  to  ilacken. -Though  the  General  coni- 

plains  in  his  difparches  of  the  ill  effefts  of  their  de- 
fertion,  he  does  not  fpecify  the  particular  time  of 
their  abandoning  the  army.  This  clofe  and  dange- 
rous fervice  was  by  no  means  fuited  to  their  difpofition 
and  theprofped  of  plunder  was  narrowed  to  nothing. 
Fidelity  and  honour  were  principles  for  which  they 
had  no  terms,  and  of  which  they  could  frame  no 
ideas.  Some  letters  had  lately  pafled  between  Gates 
and  General  Burgoyne,  in  which  bitter  reproaches 
relative  to  the  barbarities  committed  by  the  favages 
ivere  thrown  out  bv  the  one,  and  thofe  char2;es  were 
in  general  denied  and  in  part  palliated  by  the  other. 
The  favages  likewife  received  Ibme  check  on  account 
of  the  murder  of  Mifs  M'Crea.  Upon  fome  or  all  of 
chefe  accounts,  they  deferred  the  army  in  the  fcafon  of 
its  danger  and  diib-efs,  when  their  aid  would  have  been 
moft  particularly  ufeful,  and  afforded  a  fecond  inftance 
within  a  fhort  time,  of  the  little  reliance  that  could  be 
placed  on  fuch  auxiliaries, 

A  great  defertion  alfo  prevailed  amongft  the  Cana- 
dians and  Britifh  provincials,  nor  does  it  feem  as  if  the 
fidelity  or  fervices  of  thofe  who  remained,  were 
much  depended  on  or  efteemed.  General  Burgoyne 
had  from  the  beginning,  nor  did  it  entirely  forfake 
him  at  this  time,  a  firm  hope  of  being  powerfully  fuc- 
coured  if  wanted,  or  at  any  rate  of  being  met  and 
joined  at  Albany  by  a  ftrong  force  from  the  army  at 

U  u  2  New" 
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New- York.  He  now  received  with  great  difficulty  s, 
letter  in  cypher  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  infornning 
him  of  his  intention  to  make  a  diverfion  on  the  North' 
River,  by  attacking  the  Fort  Montgomery,  and  Tome 
other  fortrcfTes  which  the  rebels  had  cre(5led  in  the 
Highlands,  in  order  to  guard  the  pafTage  up  that  ri- 
ver to  Albany.  Though  his  diverfion  fell  far  fliorc 
of  the  aid  which  the  General  expe6led,  he  however 
hoped  that  it  might  afford  elTential  fervice  hy  obli- 
ging Gates  to  divide  his  army.  FJe  accordingly  re- 
turned the  meffengerj  and  afterwards  difpatched  two 
officers  in  difguifc,  and  other  confidential  perfons, 
all  feparateiy  and  by  different  routes,  to  acquaint 
Clinton  with  his  exa6l  (late,  fituation  and  condition; 
to  prefs  him  urgently  to  the  immediate  profecution 
of  his  defign,  and  to  inform  him  that  he  was  enabled 
in  point  of  provlfion,  and  fixed  in  his.  determination,- 
to  hold  his  prefent  pofition,  in  the  hope  of  favourable 
events,  until  the  12th  of  the  following  month. 

In  the  mean  time  every  means  were  ufed  for  forti- 
fying the  camp,  and  ftrong  redoubts  were  eredted  for 
the  prote6lion  of  the  magazines  and  hofpitals,  not  only 
to  guard  againll  any  fudden  attacks,  but  for  their 
fecurity  in  any  future  movement  which  the  army  might 
make  in  order  to  turn  the  enemy's  flank.  The  firidefi 
watch  on  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  and  attention  on 
every  quarter  to  their  own  fecurity,  became  every  day 
inore  indifpenfible,  as  Gates's  army  was  continually 
increafing  in  force  by  the  acceffion  of  frelh  bodies  of 
the  militia. 

The  fpirit  of  exertion  and  enterprise  which  was 
now  raifed  in  the  New  England  provinces,  was  be- 
come too  general,  and  too  much  animated  by  fuccefs, 
to  be  eafily  witiiftood  at  once  in  all  the  different  points 
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of  its  dire6i:ion.  Whilft  General  Burgoyne  was  fully 
engaged  with  Gates  and  Arnold,  and  found  himfelf 
immediately  involved  in  circumftances  fufEcienty  per- 
plexing, all  his  difficulties  were  increafed,  and  hisfitu- 
ation  was  rendered  much  more  critical  and  precarious 
by  an  unexpefted  cnterprize  of  the  militia  from  the 
other  parts  of  New  Hampfhire  and  the  head  of  the 
Conneclicut,  totally  to  cut  off  all  means  of  communi- 
cation with  Canada,  by  recovering  the  forts  of  Ticon- 
derago  and  Mount  Independence,  and  becoming  again 
mafters,  at  leaft,  of  Lake  George. 

The  expedition  was  under  the  diredlion  of  General 
Lincoln,  and  the  immediate  execution  was  committed 
to  the  Colonels  Brown,  Johnilon,  and  Woodbury, 
,  with  detachments  of  above  500  men  each.  They  con- 
duced their  operations  with  fuch  kcreSy  and  addrefs, 
that  they  efFedually  furprized  all  the  out  pofls  between 
the  landing  place  at  the  north  end  of  Lake  George, 
and  the  body  of  the  fortrefs  of  Ticonderago.  Mount 
Defiance,  Mount  Hope,  the  French  lines,  and  a  block 
houfe,  with  200  batteaux,  an  armed  (loop,  and  fcveral 
gun  boats,  were  almoft  inftantly  taken.  Four  compa- 
nies of  foot,  with  near  an  equal  number  of  Canadians^ 
and  many  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  vcflcls  were 
made  prifoners  j  whilil  they  afforded  liberty  for  a 
number  of  their  own  people,  who  were  confined  in  fome 
of  the  works  they  had  taken,  and  after  repeated  fum- 
mons  to  Brigadier  Powel,  who  commanded,  and  who 
gallantly  rejeded  all  their  propofals,  they  for  four  days 
made  reiterated  attacks  upon  the  works  at  Ticondera- 
go and  Mount  Independence;  until  finding  they  were 
repulfed  in  every  affault,  and  totally  unequal  to  the 
f^rvice,  they  at  length  abandoned  the  defign. 

In 
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In  the  beginning  of  Oflober  Gen.  Burgoyne  thought 
it  expedient,  from  an  uncertainty  of  his  fituation,  to 
leflen  the  foldier's  ration  of  provifions ;  a  meafure, 
which,  however  difagreeable  to  an  army,  was  now  fub- 
mitted  to  with  a  chearfulnefs  which  merited  the  high- 
eft  regard,  and  did  the  greateft  honour  to  the  troops. 
Things  continued  in  this  (late  until  the  7th  of  O6to- 
ber,  when  there  being  no  appearance  or  intelligence  of 
the  intended  co-operations,  and  the  time  limited  for 
the  ftay  of  the  army  in  the  prefent  camp  within  four  or 
fiy.e  days  of  being  expired,  it  y/as  judged  advifeable  to 
make  a  movement  to  the  enemy's  left,  not  only  to  dif- 
cover  whether  there  were  any  poflible  means  of  forcing 
a  paffage,  fhould  it  be  judged  neceflary  to  advance, 
or  diflodging  them  for  the  convenience  of  the  retreat, 
but  alfo  to  cover  a  forage  for  the  army,  which  was  ex- 
ceedingly diftrefled  by  the  prefent  fcarcity, 

A  detachment,  of  1500  regular  troops,  with  two 
twelve  pounders,  two  howitzers,  and  fix  fix  pounders, 
were  ordered  to  move,  being  commanded  by  the  Ge- 
neral in  perfon,  who  was  feconded  by  thofe  excellent 
officers,  the  Major  Generals  Philips  and  Rcidefel,  with 
Brigadier  General  jFrazcr.  No  equal  number  of  men 
were  ever  better  commanded,  and  it  would  have 
been  difficult  indeed  to  have  matched  the  men  with 
any  equal  number. — -—The  guard  of  the  camp  upon 
the  hisfh  grounds  was  committed  to  the  Brio-ad ier  Ge- 
nerals  Hamilton  and  Speight  j  that  of  the  redoubts 
and  the  plain  near  the  river,  to  Brigadier  Goll.  The 
force  of  the  enemy  immediately  in  the  front  of  the 
lines  was  fo  much  fuperior,  that  it  was  not  thought 
fafe  to  auo-ment  the  detachment  beyond  the  number 
we  have  Hated, 

The 
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The  troops  were  formed  wichin  three  quarters  of 
a  mile  of  the  enemy's  left,  and  the  irregulars  were 
pulhed  on  through  bye- ways  to  appear  as  a  check  on 
their  rear.  But  the  further  intended  operations  of 
the  detachment  were  prevented,  by  a  very  fudden 
and  moft  rapid  attack  of  the  enemy  upon  the  Britifli 
o-renadiers,  who  were  pofted  to  fupport  the  left 
wino-of  theline.  Major  Ackland  at  the  head  of  the 
grenadiers,  fuftained  this  fierce  attack  with  great  re- 
solution;  but  the  numbers  of  the  enemy  enabling 
them,  in  a  few  minutes,  to  extend  '  the  attack  along 
the  whole  front  of  the  Germans,  who  were  polled 
immediately  on  the  right  of  the  grenadiers,  it  became 
impraflicable  to  move  any  part  of  that  body,  for  the 
purpole  of  forming  a  fecond  line  to  fupport  the  flank^ 
where  the  great  weight  of  the  fire  Hill  fell. 

The  right  was  ftill  unengaged 3  but  it  was  foon  per- 
ceived that  the  enemy  were  marching  a  firong  body 
round  their  flank  in  order  to  cut  off  their  retreat. — 
To  oppofe  this  bold  and  dangerous  attempt,  the  light 
infantry,  with  a  part  of  the  24th  regiment,  which 
were  joined  with  them  at  that  poft,  were  thrown  into 
a  fecond  line,  in  order  to  recover  the  retreat  of  the 
troops  into  camp. 

Whilil  this  motion  v/as  yet  in  procefs,  the  enemy 
pufhed  a  frefli  and  ftrong  reinforcement  to  decide  the 
aftion  on  the  left,  which  being  totally  overpowered 
by  lb  great  a  fuperiority,  was  compelled  by  dint  of 
force  to  give  wayj  upon  which,  the  light  infantry 
and  '24th  regiment  were  obliged,  by  a  very  quick 
movement,  to  endeavour  to  fave  the  vvino;  from  beinsf 

totally  ruined. It  v/as  in  this  movement,  that   the 

brave  Brigadier-general  Frazer  was  mortally  wound- 
ed—An officer  whole    lofs  would  have  been  gener.il- 

Jv 
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ly  felt,  and  his  place  with  difficulty  fupplied,  in  a  corps 
of  the  moft  accompliflied  officers. 

The  fituation  of  the  detachment  v/as  noW  exceed- 
ingly cirtical}  but  the  danger  to  which  the  lines  were 
expofed  were  ftill  more  alarming  and  ferious.  Philips 
and  Reidefel  were  ordered  to  cover  the  retreat,  and 
thofe  troops  which  were  neareft,  or  moft  difengaged^ 
returned  as  fad  as  they  could  for  their  defence. — The 
troops  in  general  retreated  in  good  order,  though 
very  hard  preffed.  They  were  obliged  to  abandon 
fix  pieces  of  cannon,  the  horfes  not  only  being  de- 
ftroyed,  but  moft  of  the  brave  artillery-men,  who  had 
as  ufual,  under  the  conduft  of  Major  Williams,  dif- 
played  the  utmoft  fkill  and  ability  in  their  profefTion, 
along  with  the  moft  undaunted  refolution,  being  either 
killed  or  dangeroufly  v;ounded. 

The  enemy  purfued  their  fuccefs  with  great  eager- 
nefs.  The  troops  had  fcarce  entered  the  camp,  when 
the  Americans  llormed  it  in  different  parts  with  un- 
common fiercenefsi  ruftiing  to  the  lines  through  a  fe- 
vere  fire  of  grape  ftiot  and  fmall  arms,  with  the  utmoft 
fury,  Arnold  led  on  the  attack  with  his  ufual  impe- 
tuofity,  againft  a  pare  of  the  entrenchments  into  which 
the  light  infantry  under  Lord  Balcarras,  with  a  part 
of  the  line,  had  thrown  themfelves  by  order.  He 
there  met  with  a  brave  and  obftinate  refiftance.  The 
adtion  continued  very  warm  for  fome  time,  each  fide  j 
feeming  to  vie  with  each  other  in  ardour  and  prefeve- 
rance.  In  this  critical  moment  of  glory  and  danger, 
Arnold  was  grievoully  wounded,  juft  as  he  was  forc- 
ing his  way  into,  or  had  already  entered  the  works. 
This  could  not  fail  to  damp  his  party,  who  after  long  ; 
and  repeated  efforts  were  finally  repulfed. 

Affairs  : 
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Affairs  were  not  fo  fortunate  in  another  quarter. — - 
Colonel  Breyman,  who  commanded  the  German  re- 
ferve,  being  killed,  the  entrenchment  defended  by  that 
corps  was  carried  fword  in  hand,  and  they  were  to- 
tally routed  with  the  lofs  of  their  baggage,  tents,  and 
artillery.  This  misfortune  was  not  retrieved,  altho' 
orders  for  the  recovery  of  the  poft  were  difuatched. 
by  the  General  ;  and  his  relation  of  the  tranfadion 
feems  to  imply  fome  blame  to  thofe  who  failed  in  the 
execution.  By  this  means  the  enemy  gained  a  dan- 
gerous opening  on  our  rigiit  and  rear.  The  nighc 
only  put  an  end  to  the  engagement. 

It  would  feem  that  nothing  could  now  exceed  the 
diilrefs  and  calamity  of  the- army.  They  bore  it  with 
that  excellence  of  temper,  and  that  unconquerable 
iirmnefs  and  refolution,  which  are  natural  to,  and  were 
worthy  of  Britifh  foldiers.  It  was  evidently  impof- 
fible  to  contiiiue  in  their  prefent  fituationj  without 
fubmitting  to  a  certainty  of  defcruclion  on  the  enfumg 
day.  A  total  change  of  pofition  was  accordingly  un- 
dertaken, and  as  it  feems  to  have  been  conceived  with 
great  judgment  was  carried  into  execution  during 
the  night,  with  a  degree  of  coolnefs,  filcnce,  order^ 
and  intrepidity,  which  has  feldom  been  equalled,  and 
will  certainly  never  be  exceeded.  Is  was  not  the 
movement  of  a  wing  or  part,  it  was  a  general  remove. 
of  the  whole  army,  of  the  camp  and  artillery,  from, 
its  late  ground  to  the  heights  above  the  hofpilalj — ^ 
thus,  by  an  entire  change  of  front,  to  reduce  the  ene- 
my to  a  necefTity  of  forming  an  entire  new  difpofition. 
All  this  was  accomplifhed  in  the  darknefs,  and  Under 
the  doubt  and  apprehenfion  of  fuch  a  night,  fo  fatally 
ulheredin,  and  accompanied  throughout  with  circum- 
ftances  of  fuch  uncom.mon  perils  as  were  fufjicient  to 
VoL  IL  X  X  diilurb 
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diftiirb  the  beft  formed  mind,  and  to  fhake  the  firmed 
refoliition,  without  lofs,  and  what  was  flill  more,  with- 
out diforder. 

-    Many  brave  men  fell  on  this  unfortunate  day.   The 
officers  fuffered  exceedingly.     Several  who  had  been 
gfievoufly  wounded   in   the  late  aftion,   and  who  dif- 
dained   an    abfence  from    any  danger  in  v/hich  their 
fellows  were  involved,  were  again  wounded  in  this.— 
.'Among  thofe  of  greater  note,  or  who  were  diftinguifn- 
-ed  by  higher  raal^,   who   fell   befides  General  Frazer 
^and  Colonel  BreyTnan,  whom  we  have  mentioned.   Sir 
Jairies  Clarke,  aid'de  camp  to  Gen.  Burgoynewas  mor- 
tally wounded  and  taken  prifoner  j  Major  Williams  of 
the  artillery,   and  Major  Ackland  of  the  grenadiers, 
were  alfo  Taken,  the  latter  being  wounded.    Upon  the 
whole,  the  lifts  of  killed  and  wounded,  though  avow- 
edly imperfect,  and  not  including  the  Germans,  were 
■Jong  and  melancholy. 

On  the  next  day,  the  army,  being  fenfible  nothing 
lefs  than  a  fuccefsful  and  decifive  a6lion  could  extricate 
them  from  their  prefent  difficulties,  continued  without 
effect  during  its  courfc  to  offer  battle  repeatedly,  in 
their  new  poHtion,  to  the  enemy.  They  were  prepa- 
■ring,  with  great  coolnei^s,  the  carrying  of  meafures  in- 
to execution  which  were  lefs  dangerous,  though  not 
lefs  effe-cluai,  than  the  attack  of  a  brave  and  defpe- 
rate  enemy,  in  ftrono;  and  fortified  o-round.  A  con- 
tinued  fucceffion  of  fkirmifiies  were,  however,  carried 
on,  and  thefe  did  not  pafs  Vv-ithout  lofs  on  both  fides. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Britilli  General  difcovcred, 
that  the  enemy  had  puilled  a  ilrong  body  forward  to 
turn  Ids  right,  v/hich  if  efi^efted,  he  would  have  been 
completely  enclofed  on  every  fide.  Nothing  was  left 
to  prevent  this  fatal  confequcnce,  but  an  immediate 
•     •  ictreac 
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retreat  to  Saratoga.  The  army  accordingly-begaii  to 
move  at  nine  o'clock  at  nights  and  though  the  mover 
ment  was  within  mufket  fhot  of  the  enemy,  and- the  ar- 
my encumbered  in  the  retreat  with  all  its  baggage,  it 
was  made  without  lofs.  A  heavy  rain  which  fell  that 
night,  and  continued  on  the  enfuing  day,  .thougli  it 
impeded  the  progrels  of  the  army,  and  increafed  the 
difficulties  of  the  march,  fcrved  at  the  fame  time  to  re- 
tard, and  in  a  great  meaiure  to  prevent  the  purfuii  of 
the  enemy.  In  this  unhappy  neceffity,  the  hofpital 
with  the  lick  and  wounded,  was,  of  courfe,  and  m.uft 
have  been  inevitably  abandoned.  In  this  inilance,  as 
well  as  in  every  other  which  occurred  in  the  courfe  of 
thefe  tranladlions,  Gen.  Gates  beliaved  with  an  atten- 
tion and  humanity,  to  all  thole  whom  the  fortune  of 
war  had  thrown  into  his  hands,  which  does  honour  to 
his  character. 

On  the  fide  of  the  Americans,  the  lofs  in  killed  and 
wounded  was  great,  and  it  is  fuppofed  exceeded  that 
of  the  Britifli.  They,  however,  lofl  no  officer  of  note; 
but  the  Generals  Lincoln  and  Arnold  were  both  dan- 
geroufly  wounded. 

From  the  impediments  in  the  march  which  we  have- 
mentioned,  the  army  did  not  pafs  the  fords  of  the  Filh 
Kill  Creek,  w^hich  lies  a  little  to  the  northward  of  Sa- 
ratoga, until  the  tenth  in  the  morning. 

They  fou'nd  a  body  of  the  enemy  already  arrived, 
and  throwing  up  entrenchments  on  the  heights  before 
them,  who  retired  at  their  approach  over  a  i'ord  of  the 
Hudfon's  river,  and  there  joined  a  greater  force,  which 
was   ftationed  to  prevent   the   palTage  of  the   arm.y. 

No  hope   now  remained   but 

that  of  effeftinfr   a   retreat,    at  leaft   as   far    as  For: 
Qeorge,   on  the  Vvay  to  Canada.     For  tliis  purpofe, 

X  X  2  a 
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a  detachment  of  artificers  under  a  flrong  efcort,  was 
fent  forward  to  repair  the  bridges,  and  open  the  road 
to  Fort  Edward.  But  they  were  not  long  departed 
from  the  cannp,  when  the  fudden  appearance  of  the 
enemy  in  great  force,  on  the  oppofite  heights,  with 
their  appaient  preparation  to  pafs  the  Fifh  Kill,  and 
bring  on  an  immediate  engagement,  rendered  it  ne- 
celTary  to  recall  the  47th  regiment,  and  Frazer's 
markfmen,  who  with  Mackey's  provincials,  compofed 
the  efcort.  The  workmen  had  only  commenced  the 
repair  of  the  firft  bridge,  when  they  were  abandoned  by 
their  provincial  guard,  who  ran  away^  and  left  them 
to  fhift  for  themfelves,  only  upon  a  very  flight  attack 
of  an  inconfiderable  party  of  the  enemy.  Ail  the  force 
of  difcipline,  and  all  the  liubbornnefs  derived  from 
its  mod  confirmed  habits,  were  now  neceflary  to  fup- 
port  even  the  appearance  of  rcfoluiion. 

The  farther  Ihore  of  the  Hudfon's  river,  was  now 
lined  with  detachments  of  the  enemy,  and  the  bateaux 
loaded  with  provifions  and  neceffaries,  which  had  at- 
tended the  motions  of  the  army  up  the  river,  fince  its 
departure  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Still-Water, 
were  ^expofed,  notwithilanding  any  protection 
"which  could  pofTibly  be  afforded,  to  the  continual 
fire  and  attacks  of  thefe  detachments.  Many  boats 
were  taken,  fome  retaken,  and  a  number  of  men  loft 
in  the  fkirmifhes,  upon  thefe  occafions.  At  length 
it  was  found  thac  the  provifions  could  only  be  pre-r 
ferved  by  landing  and  b^  i^^ging  them  up  the  hill  to  the* 
camp;  u  labour  which  was  accomplillied  under  a  hea- 
vy fire  with  difficulty  and  lofs. 

In  tiicfe  deplorable  circumllances,   councils  of  war 
were   held,   to  confider  of  the    pofTibiiity  of  a  further 
letreat.     The  only  meafure  that  carried  even  the  ap- 
pearance 
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pearance  of  prafbicability,  hard,  difficult  and  danger- 
ous as  it  was,  was  by  a  night  march  to  gain  Fort  Ed- 
ward, the  troops  carrying  their  provifions  upon  their 
backs.  The  impofTibility  of  repairing  the  roads  and 
bridges,  and  of  conveying  in  their  prefent  fituation  the 
artillery  and  carriages,  were  too  evident  to  admit  of  a 
queftion.  It  was  propofed  to  force  the  fords  at  or 
near  Fort  Edward. 

Whilft  preparations  were  making  for  carrying  this 
forlorn  and  defperate  refolve  into  execution,  intelli- 
gence was  received,  that  the  enemy  had  already  with 
great  forefight,  provided  for  every  poffible  meafiire 
that  could  be  adopted  for  an  efcape,  and  that  this  final 
refort  was  accordingly  cut  off.  Befides  being  flrong- 
ly  entrenched  oppofue  to  the  fords  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  pafs,  they  had  a  ftrong  camp  and  provided 
with  artillery,  on  the  high  and  raifing  grounds,  be- 
tween Fort  Edward  and  Fort  George;  whilft  their 
parties  were  every  where  fpread  along  the  oppofite 
ihore  of  the  river  to  watch  or  intercept  the  motions 
of  the  army,  and  on  their  own,  the  enemy's  polls  were 
fo  clofe,  that  they  could  fcarcely  make  the  fmalieft 
movement  without  difcovery. 

Nothing  could  be  more  depiO^ably  calamitous  than 
the  ftate  and  fituation  of  the  army.  Worn  down  by 
a  feries  of  hard  toil,  inceffant  efforts,  and  ftubborn  ac- 
tion; abandoned  in  their  utmoft  necefTity  and  diltrefs 
by  the  Indians;  weakened  by  the  defertion,  or  difap- 
pointed  and  difcouraged  by  the  timidity  and  inef- 
ticacy  of  the  Canadians  and  Provincials;  and  the  re- 
gular troops  reduced  by  repeated  and  heavy  loffes  of 
many  of  their  beft  men  and  mofl  diflinguifhed  officers, 
to  the  number  of  only  3,500  effective  fighting  men, 
of  v/hom.  not  quite  2000  were  Bntifli,     In   thefe   cir- 
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cumftances,  and  this  ftate  of  wcaknefs,  wlthoiit:  a  pof- 
fiLilicy  of  retreat,  and  their  provifions  juft  exhaufted, 
they  were  invefted  by  an  anny  of  four  times  their 
own  number,  whofe  pofiticn  extended  three  parts  in 
four  of  a  circle  round  them;  who  refufed  to  fight 
from  a  knovv'l edge  of  their  condition;  and  who  from 
the  nature  of  the  ground  could  not  be  attacked  in  any 
part. 

In  this  helplefb  condition,  obliged  to  lie  conflantly 
on  their  arm*;,  v/hiill  a  continued  cannonade  pervaded 
all  the  camp,  and  even  rifle  and  grape  iliot  fell  in  every 
part  of  the  lines,  the  Britilh  troops  retained  their  con- 
ilancy,  temper,  and  fortitude,  in  a  wonderful  and  al- 
mofl  unparalleled  m.anner.  As  true  courage  fubmits 
with  great  difficulty  to  defpair,  they  ilill  flattered  them- 
felves  with  the  hope  of  fuccour  from  their  friends  on 
the  New  York  fide,  or  perhaps  with  no  lefs  fervent 
wifhes,  of  an  attack  from  the  enemy;  thereby  to  quit 
all  fcores  at  once,  and  either  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  dying  gallantly,  or  eJvtricating  themfelves  with  ho- 
nour. In  the  m.ean  time,  the  enemy's  force  was  con- 
tinually increafcd  by  the  pouring  in  of  the  militia  from 
all  parts,  who  were  all  eager  to  partake  of  the  glory, 
the  fpoil,  or  the  pleafure  of  beholding  the  degradation 
of  thofe  whom  they  had  fo  long  dreaded,  and  whom 
they  unhappily  confidered  as  their  moil  implacable 
enemies. 

At  length  no  fuccour  appearing,  no  rational 
ground  of  hope  of  any  kind  remaining,  an  exad  ac- 
count of  the  provifions  was  taken  on  the  evening  of 
the  13th  of  Oclober,  when  it  was  found  that  the 
whole  ilock  in  hand  would  afibrd  no  moie  than  tluee 
days  bare  fiibfiflience  for  the  army.  A  council  was 
jmmediatdy  called;    and  the    general     tiiinking   it 

right 
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right  and  juflj  in  a  matter  fo  momentous  to  individu- 
alsj  as  well  as  the  whole,  to  obtain  the  general  opi- 
oion  and  fufrrage  of  the  army,  fo  far  as  it  could  with 
propriety  be  collecled,  invited,  befides  the  generals 
and  field  officers,  ?M  the  captains  comanding  corps 
or  divifions,-  to  aiFilt  at  the  council.  The  rcfult  was, 
an  unanimous  determination  to  open  a  treaty  and  en- 
ter into  a  convention  with  General  Gates. 

Gen.  Gates  fhewed  no  marks,  of  arrogance,  nor 
betrayed  any  figns  of  being  carried  away  by  the  pre- 
fent  extraordinary  torrent  of  fuccefs.  The  terms 
were  moderate,  confidering  the  ruined  ftate  and  irre-r 
trievable  circumftances  of  the  army  -,  and  that  it  was 
already  in  effeft  at  the  enemy's  miercy,  being  equally 
incapable  offubfifting  where  it  was,  and  of  making 
its  way  to  a  better  fituation.  The  principal  difficulty 
related  to  a  point  of  military  honour,  in  which  the 
Britilh  generals  and  troops  were  peremptory,  and  Gates 
far  from  being  ftifF. 

The  principal  articles  of  the  convention,  excluHve 
of  thofe  which  related  to  the  provifion  and  accommo- 
dation of  the  army,  in  its  way  to  Botlon,  and  during 
its  fray  ac  that  place,  were,  That  the  army  fhould 
march  out  of  the  camp  with  all  the  honours  of  war, 
and  its  camp  artillery,  to  a  fixed  place  where  they  were 
to  depofit  their  arms :  to  be  allowed  a  nee  emibarkation 
and  palTage  to  F.urope  from  Bolton,  upon  condition 
of  their  not  ferving  again  in  America,  during  the 
prefent  war  ;  the  army  not  to  be  feparated,  particu- 
larly the  men  from  the  officers  ;  roil  calling  and  other 
duties  of  regularity  to  be  admitted  ;  the  officers  to  be 
admitted  on  parole,  and  to  wear  ther  fide  arms;  all 
private  property  to  be  facred,  and  the  public  deli- 
vered upon  lioiiour;    no"  baggage,  to  be  learched  or. 
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molefted;  all  perfons  of  whatever  country,  appear- 
taining  to,  or  following  the  camp,  ro  be  fully  com- 
prehended in  the  terms  of  capitulations  and  the  Ca- 
nadians to  be  returned  to  their  own  country,  liable  to 
its  conditions. 

General  Gates  fulfilled  all  the  conditions,  fo  far  as 
lie  was,  or  fhould  be  concerned  in  them,  with  the  ut- 
moH  punctuality  and  honour.  His  humanity  and  po- 
litenefs,  in  every  part  of  the  bufinefs,  have  been  much 
celebrated;  without  afingle  detra6lion,  fo  far  as  has  yet 
been  heard,  from  the  mod  unfavourable  accounts  that 
have  been  given  of  his  conduct.  This  was  the  more 
praife  worthy,  as  fome  late  as  well  as  former  circum- 
ftances,  had  highly  enraged  the  American  militia  j  the 
army  in  its  laft  movements,  whether  from  military 
necefTity,  or  the  vexation  and  ill-temper  incident  to 
their  fituation,  or  the  joint  operation  of  both,  having 
burnt  and  deftroyed  many  houfes,  and  fome  of  them 
buildings  of  great  value.  The  extraordinary  and  fe- 
vere  execution  which  now  took  place  upon  the  North 
River,  would  alfo  have  afforded  too  much  colour  for 
a  different  mode  of  condud.  It  it  even  faid,  and  we 
do  not  find  it  has  been  contradided,  that  this  general 
paid  no  nice  an  attention  to  the  Britilh  military  honour 
and  to  the  charader  and  feelings  of  thole  brave  troops 
who  now  experienced  fo  deplorable  a  reverfe  of  for- 
tuee,  that  he  kept  his  army  clofe  v/ithin  their  lines, 
and  did  notfufferan  American  foldierto  be  a  witnefs 
to  the  degarding  fpedacle  of  piling  their  arms. 

The  Americans  ftate  the  whole  number  who  laid 
down  their  arms,  including  Canadians,  provincials, 
volunteers,  regulars,  and  irregulars,  of  all  forts,  at 
6752  men.  In  this  number  is  undoubtedly  iucluded, 
though  not  Ipecihed,  all  the  artificers,  labourers,  and 
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followers  of  the  camp.  They  alfo  flate  the  number  of 
jQck  and  wounded  left  in  the  hofpitals  at  the  retreat 
.  from  the  camp  near  Still  V/atcr,  to  528  men>  and  the 
lofs  befides  in  the  army,  in  killed,  wounded^  taken,  or 
dcferted,  from  the  6th  of  July  downwards,  to  2,933; 
the  total  amount  of  thefe  numbers  being  9,'2l3  men. 
By  another  account,  the  number  is  carried  above  ten 
thoufand  men.  They  alfo  got  a  fine  train  of  artillery, 
amounting  to  35  pieces  of  different  forts  and  fizes. 

During  thefe  unfortunate  tranfacflions.  Lieutenant 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton  conducted  his  expedition, 
up  the  North  river  with  great  fuccefs.  He  had  em- 
barked about  30QO  men  for  that  purpofe,  accompani- 
ed by  a  fuiiable  naval  force,  contifting  of  fhips  of  vvarj 
armed  gallies,  and  fmaller  veffels,  under  the  conduct 
of  Commodore  Hotham.  Their  rirft  objedt  Y/as  the 
reduction  of  the  foi  ts  Montgomery  and  Clinton,  which 
tho'  of  confiderable  ftrength,  being  at  that  time  in  a 
very  unguarded  ftate,  it  was  determined  to  attempt  by 
a  coup  de  main.  They  were  fituated  on  either  fide 
of  a  creek,  which  defcended  from  the  mountains  to 
the  North  river,  and  their  communication  preferved 
by  a  bridge.  Several  necefTary  motions  being  made 
to  malk  the  real  defign,  the  troops  were  landed  in. 
two  divifions,  at  fuch  a  diitance  from  their  objedl  as 
occafioned  a  confiderable  and  difficult  march  through 
the  mountains ;  which  was  however  calculated  and 
conduced  with  fuch  precifion,  that  the  two  detach- 
ments arrived  on  the  cppcdce  fides  of  the  creek,  and 
made  their  feparate  attacks  on  the  forts,  at  nearly  the 
fame  time.  The  furprize  and  terror  of  the  garrifonswere 
increafed.by  the  appearance  of  the  fhips  of  war,  and 
the  arrival  and  near  fire  of  the  gallies,  which  appro ach- 
VoLTi,  Yy  ed 
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ed  lb  clofe  as  to  flrike  the  walls  with  their  oars.  The 
aflaulton  both  fides  of  the  Creek  was  exceedingly  vi- 
gorous, and  the  impetuofity  of  the  troops  fo  great  that 
notwithftanding  a  very  confiderable  defence,  both  the 
forts  were  carried  by  ftorm.  As  the  foldiers  were  much 
irritatedj  as  well  by  the  fatigue  they  had  undergone  and 
the  oppoiition  they  met,  as  by  the  lofs  of  fome  brave 
and  favourite  officers,  the  flaughter  of  the  enemy  was 
confiderable. 

Upon  the  lofs  of  the  forts,  the  rebels  fet  fire  to  two 
fine  new  frigates,  and  to  fome  other  vefleis,  which  with 
their  artillery  and  ftores  were  all  confumed. — Another 
Fort  called  Conftitution,  was  in  a  day  or  two  after,  on 
the  approach  of  the  combined  land  and  naval  force, 
precipitately  fet  on  fire  and  abandoned.  Gen.  Tryon 
alio,  at  the  head  of  a  detachment,  deilroyed  a  new  and 
thriving  fettlement,  called  Continental  Village,  which 
contained  barracks  for  1500  men,  with  confiderable 
fiiores.  The  artillery  taken  in  the  three  forts,  amoun- 
ted 67  pieces  of  different  fizes.  A  large  quantity  of 
artillery  and  other  ftores,  with  ammunition  and  provi- 
fions,  were  alfo  taken.  A  large  boom  and  chain,  the 
making  of  which  was  fuppofed  to  have  coft  70,000]. 
and  the  conftruftion  of  which  was  confidered  as  an  ex- 
traordinary  proof  pf  American  labour,  induftry,  and 
fl<;ill,  was  in  part  deftroyed  and  in  part  carried  away. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  American  lofs  in  value,  was 
probably  greater  than  upon   any  other  occafion  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  war.  Their  ftrength  and  at- 
tention were  drawn  away  to  the  northward,  and  other 
'.things  muft  have  been  neglefted,  whilfl  they  applied 
■  both  to  the  principal  obje6t. 

Our  lofs  in  killed  and  wounded  was  not  great  as  to 
number,  but  fome  diilinguifiied  and  much  lamented 
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officers  fell.  Of  thefe,  befides  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Cannpbellj  who  commanded  the  attack  on  Fort  Mont- 
gomery, Major  Sill  was,  from  the  general  efteem  he 
had  acquired  througli  his  many  excellent  qualities, 
univerfally  regretted.  Major  Grant,  of  the  New  York 
volunteers,  and  Count  Grabonflci,  a  Polifh  nobleman, 
and  aid  de  camp  to  General  Clinton,  were  alfo  flain  in 
the  affauit  on  thefe  forts. 

The  expedition  did  not  end  with  this  fuccefs.  Sir 
James  Wallace,  with  a  flying  fquadron  of  light  fri- 
gates, and  Gen.  Vaughan,  with  a  confiderable  detach- 
ment of  troops,  continued  for  feveral  days  their  excur- 
fion  up  the  river,  carrying  terror  and  deftruftion 
wherever  they  went.  At  the  very  time  that  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne  was  receiving  the  moll  favourable  conditions 
for  himfelf  and  ruined  army,  the  fine  village  or  town 
of  Eufopus,  at  no  very  great  diitance,  were  reduced  to 
allies,  and  not  a  houfe  left  ftanding.  The  extraordinary 
devaftation  which  attended  every  part  of  this  expedi- 
tion, of  the  necefiity  of  which  we  are  not  judges,  was 
produ61:ive  of  a  pathetic,  but  fevere  letter,  from  Gen, 
Gates,  then  in  the  height  of  victory,  to  Gen.  Vaughan. 

On  the  approach  of  Gates,  the  troops  and  vefTels 
retired  to  New  York,  having  difmantled  the  forts, 
and  for  a  time,  at  leaft,  having  left  the  river  defence- 
lefs.  But  that  enterprize,  though  conduced  with 
fpirit  and  ability,  was  of  little  moment  in  the  general 
account. 

Such  was  the  unfortunate  ilTue  of  the  northern  cam- 
paign i  the  event  of  an  expedition  which  was  under- 
taken with  the  mod  confident  hopes,  and  for  fome 
time  purfued  with  very  nattering  appearances  of  fuc- 
cefs.    It  was  fuppofed  the  principal  means  for  the  im- 
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mediate  redu6lion  of  the  colonies ;  but  it  has  only 
fervfd,  in  conjunftion  with  other  operations,  which 
in  the  firfl  inftance  have  fucceeded  better,  to  demon- 
ftrate  the  difficulties  attending  the  fubjugation  of  a 
numerous  people  at  a  great  diftance,  in  an  extenfive 
country  marked  with  llrong  lines,  and  abounding  in 
flrong  natural  defences,  if  the  refources  of  war  are  not 
exceedingly  deficient,  and  that  thefpirit  of  the  people 
is  in  any  degree  proportioned  to  their  fituation.  It 
may  now,  whatever  it  was  in  the  beginning,  be  a  mat- 
ter of  doubt,  whether  any  fuperiority  of  power,  of 
wealth,  and  of  difcipline,  will  be  found  to  over  balance 
fuch  difficulties. 

It  would  not  be  eafy  at  prefent,  as  many  things  ne- 
ceiTary  to  be  known  have  not  yet  been  fully  explain- 
ed, and  improper,  as  the  whole  is  ftill  a  fubjeft  of 
public  inveftigation,  to  attempt  forming  any.judgmenc 
upon  the  general  plan  or  fyftem  of  thi-s  campaign. — ■ 
The  general  condutl  of  the  war  this  year  has  already 
undergone  much  cenfure  j  and  undoubtedly,  the  fend- 
ing of  the  grand  army  at  fuch  a  diftance  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  whilft  the  inferior  was  left  ftruggling  with  infur- 
mountable  difficulties  in  the  north,  when  it  would 
feem  that  their  junflion  or  co-operation  would  have 
rendered  them  greatly  fuperior  to  any  force  which  could 
have  been  poffibly  brought  to  oppofe  their  progrefs, 
feems,  in  this  view  things,  not  to  be  eafily  accounted 
for.  It  is,  however,  a  fiibjed,  upon  which  no  conclu- 
five  opinion  can  yet  be  formed. 

To  conclude  this  part  of  the  hiftory  of  the  Ameri-  | 
can  war  it  may  be  necfifary  to  obferve, that  the  fchemes 
that  were  devifed  fruilrated  themfelves.   The  appoint- 
ing of  General  Burgoyne  in  the  place  of  Sir  G.  Carle- 
ton  threw  a  dsimp  upon  the  progrefs  of  the  war,  upoa 
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the  lakes.  This  officer  had  the  year  before  carried 
all  thing's  fuccefsfully  with  the  greatefl  judgment  and 
humanity  alfo;  but  all  on  a  fudden  the  management- 
was  taken  out  of  his  hands,  and  an  officer  appointed 
who  neither  knew  the  country  nor  the  genius  of  the 
people;  who  v/as  indeed  brave,  but  ralli  and  adven- 
trous.  Though  Carleton  contributed  as  much  as  he 
could  to  the  meafures  of  the  campaign  yet  he  could 
not  transfufe  his  own  prudence  and  fagacity  into  ano- 
ther, nor  direft  the  execution  offuch  difficult  adven- 
tures Vv^hen  he  was  not  prefent.  The  march  was  long 
and  difficult,  hazardous  in  every  ftep,  and  a  fingle  ftep 
fatal  J  great  caution  was  required,  and  it  required  the 
abilities  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  to  have  directed  the 
footfteps  of  fuch  an  army  through  fuch  a  wildernefs 
of  forcfts  and  thickets.  Of  this  officer  Gen.  Woolfe 
gave  the  mofi:  flattering  teftimony  by  fetting  him  on 
high  above  all  the  Britilh  officers  then  known  to  him. 
The  changing  of  this  officer,  in  a  great  meafure  fry- 
ftrated  the  war  upon  the  lakes. 

Another  thing  which  tended  greatly  to  ruin  the 
progrefs  of  General  Burgoyne,  was  the  proclamation 
which  he  publilhed  full  of  bombaft  threatenings  of 
cruelty  and  flaughter.  It  was  this  made  all  the  coun- 
try arm  at  once  in  their  own  defence,  when  thev 
heard  their  fate  determined  in  fuch  a  peremptory 
manner.  Had  this  general  contrived  a  fcheme  for  his 
own  ruin,  he  could  not  have  done  it  more  effisftually 
than  by  thus  warning  the  people  what  he  intended  to 
do.  It  was  this  proclamation  that  rouzed  the  colo- 
nifts  and  made  them  all  run  to  arms  to  defend  their 
own  lives  and  thofe  of  their  families,  from  the  hands 
of  favage  Indians  and  more  flwage  Europeans.  The 
pnurder  of  Mifs  M'Crea,  though  it  was  not  immediate- 
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ly  known,  became  like  a  miilftone  about  the  neck  of  ' 
the  Britilh  affairs  in  tliat  quarrer,  ever  fince  j  it  both 
produced  a  damp  upon  the  minds  of  the  authors  of 
the  murther,  and  kindled  the  keeneft:  fire  of  refent- 
ment  in  the  breafts  of  all  the  colcniils.  They  now 
faw  their  fate,  and  endeavoured  ail  that  was  in  their 
power  to  prevent  it ;  every  man  now  became  a  foldier, 
ready  to  revenge  the  blood  of  his  friends  upon  their 
murderers.  General  Eurgoyne  had  not  merely  an 
army  to  combat,  bur  a  country  of  armed  men,  and 
could  not  move  a  foot  but  where  he  was  fure  to  meet 
an  enemy,  from  the  boy  of  fixteen  to  the  grey  hairs 
of  fixcy. 

The  detachments  which  he  fent  were  alfo  badly 
arranged,  and  proper  methods  of  communication  were 
not  obfcrved,  nor  the  way  fecured  for  a  retreat  in 
cafe  of  a  defeat  i  he  tiufled  to  the  valour  and  difci- 
pline  of  his  troops,  which  though  exceedingly  good, 
could  not  perform  impofTibilities,  as  he  found  in  expe- 
rience. He  foon  began  to  find  that  even  the  valour 
of  his  men  was  defpifed,  and  that  they  were  aflaulted 
and  deafeated,  by  men  they  had  mocked,  ridiculed, 
and  laughed  at.  He  was  truly  an  objeft  of  pity  on 
account  of  his  diftrefs,  but  on  account  of  his  folly  an 
objed:  of  laughter. 

To  conclude  the  hiftory  of  this  year,  it  may  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  give  the  reader  an  extract  of  the  letters 
which  pafTed  between  General  Burgoyne  and  General 
Gates,  before  the  convention  at  Saratoga,  as  alfo  the 
articles  of  convention  themfelves.  Lord  Howe  wrote 
irom  on  board  the  Eagle,  June  20,  1776,  in  this  man- 
ner, '1  cannot,  worthy  friend,  peri"uit  the  letters  and 
parcels  wliich  I  have  fent  you,  to  be  carried  without 
adding  a   word  upon  the  fujbeft  of  the  injurious    ex- 

rremities» 
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mities  in  which  our  unhappy  ciifpiites  have  engacred 
us.  You  will  learn  the  nature  of  my  million  from  the 
official  dilpatches  which  I  have  recommended  to  be 
forward  by  the  fame  conveyance.  Retaining  all  the 
earneflnefs  I  ever  expreiTed  to  fee  our  differences  ac- 
commodated, I  fliall  conceive  if  I  meet  with  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  colonies,  which  I  was  once  taught  to 
expedt,  the  mod  flattering  hopes  of  proving  ferviceable 
in  the  objects  of  the  King's  parternalfoiicitude,  by  pro- 
moting the  eftabiiihment  of  lading  peace  and  union 
with  the  colonies.  But  if  the  deep  rooted  prejudices 
Oi  America,  and  the  neceffity  of  preventing  her  trade 
from  paffing  into  foreign  channels,  muft  keep  us  ftill 
a  divided  people,  I  fiiail  from  every  private  as  well  as 
public  motive  moll  heartily  lament,  that  it  is  not  the 
moment  wherein,  thofe  great  obiefts  of  my  ambition 
are  to  be  attained;  and  that  I  am  to  be  ionper  de- 
prived of  an  opportunity  to  alTure  you  perfonally  of 
the  regard  with  which  I  am  your  fmcere  and  faith- 
full  fervant,  H  O  Vi  E.' 

P.  S.  I  was  dilappointed  of  the  opportunity  I  ex- 
petted  for  fending  this  letter  at  the  time  it  was  dated, 
and  have  ever  fince  been  prevented  by  calms  and  con- 
trary winds,  from  getting  here  to  inform  Gen.  Howe 
of  the  commiffion  with  which  1  have  the  fatisfaclion 
to  be  charged,  and  of  his  being  joined  in  it.  Off 
Sandy  Hook,  July  12,  To  Benjamin  Franklin,  Efqj. 
Philadelphia. 

Upon  the  thirteenth  of  July  an  anfwer  to  th's  let- 
ter was  lent  by  Dr.  Franklin  to  Lord  Vifcount  Howe^ 
in  which  there  are  feveral  remarks  which  had  they 
been  attended  to,  might  have  prevented  the  fiu-ddinp- 
of  much  innocent  blood.  The  tenor  of  the  letter  for- 
lows; 

I  received 
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I  received  fafe,  the  letters  your  lordfhip  fo  kindly 
forwarded  to  me,  and  beg  you  to  accept  my  thanks. 
The  official  difpatches  to  which  you  refer  me,  contain 
nothing  more,  than  what  we  had  feen  in  the  aft  of 
parliament,  viz.  offering  pardon  upon  fubmilTion, 
which  I  was  forryto  find,  as  it  mud  give  your  lordfhip 
pain,  to  be  fent  fo  far  upon  fo  hopelefs  a  bufinefs. 
Diretfling  pardon  to  the  colonifts,  who  are  the  very 
parties  injured,  exprelTes  indeed,  that  opinion  of  our 
ignorance,  bafenefs,  and  infenfibility,  which  your  un- 
informed and  proud  nation  has  long  been  pleafed  to 
entertain  of  US;  but  it  can  have  no  other  eff'ed:  than 
that  of  increafing  our  refentment.  It  is  impofllble 
that  we  Ihould  think  of  fubmiffion  to  a  government, 
that  has  with  the  mod  wanton  barbarity  and  cruelty 
burnt  our  defencelefs  towns  in  the  midft  of  winter;  ex- 
cited the  favages  to  maffacre  peaceful  farmers,  and 
our  flaves  to  murder  their  mafters,  and  is  even  now 
bringing  foreign  mercenaries  to  deluge  our  fettlements 
with  blood.  Thefe  attrocious  injuries  have  extin- 
guiflied  every  fpark  of  affedion  for  that  parent  coun- 
try we  once  held  fo  dear;  but  were  itpoffible  for  us  to 
forget  them  it  is  not  pofiible  for  you,  I  mean  the  Bri- 
tifh  nation,  to  forgive  the  people  you  have  fo  heavily 
injured;  you  can  never  confide  again  in  thefe  as  fel- 
low fubjefts,  and  permit  them  to  enjoy  equal  freedom 
to  whom  you  know  you  have  given  fuch  jufl  caufes 
of  lading  enmity;  and  this  mud  impel  you,  if  we  are 
again  under  your  government,  to  endeavour  the 
breaking  of  our  fpirits  by  the  fevered  tyranny,  and 
oblcrving  by  every  means  in  our  power,  our  growing 
ftrengthand  profperity.  But  your  lordiliip  mentions 
the  king's  paternal  folicitude  for  promoting  the  eda- 
blilhmcnt  of  lading  peace  and  union  with  the  colo- 
nies 
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nies.  If  by  peace  is  here  meanr,  a  peace  to  be  en- 
tered into  by  diftincft  dates  now  at  war,  arid  his  ma- 
jefty  has  given  your  lordihip  power  to  treat  with  iis^ 
of  fuch  peace,  I  may  venture  to  fay,  though  without 
authority,  that  I  think  a  treaty  for  that  purpofe  not 
quite  impradicable,  before  we  enter  into  foreign  al- 
liances; but  I  ampurfuaded  you  have  no  fuch  powers^ 
Your  nation,  though  (by  punlfhing  thofe  American 
governors  who  have  fomented  the  difcord,  rebuilding 
our  burnt  towns,  and  repairing  as  far  as  pofTible  ths 
mifchiefs  done  us)  (he  might  recover  a  great  iliare  of 
our  regard  and  the  greate(t  fnare  of  our  growing  com- 
merce, with  all  the  advantages  of  that  additional 
ftrength  to  be  derived  from  a  friendfhip  with  us;  yet 
I  know  too  well  her  abounding  pride  and  deficient 
wifdom,  to  believe  fhe  will  ever  take  fuch  falutary 
meafures.  Her  fondnefs  for  conqueit  as  a  v/arliks 
nation,  her  luit  of  dominion  as  an  ambitious  one,  and 
and  her  thirftfor  a  gainful  monopoly  as  a  commercial 
one  (none  of  them  legitimate  caufes  of  v/ar)  will  all 
join  to  hide  from  her  eyes  every  view  of  her  true  in- 
terell,  and  will  continually  goad  her  on  in  thefe  ruinous, 
diftant  expeditions,  fo  deftruclive  both  of  lives  and  o£ 
treafure,  that  they  muft  prove  as  deftruftive  to  her  in 
the  end,  as  the  Croifades  formerly  were  to  mod  of  the 
nations  in  Europe.  I  have  not  the  vanity,  my  lord,  to 
think  of  intimidating,  by  thus  predifting  the  effefls  of 
this  war;  for  I  know  it  will  in  England,  have  the  fate 
of  all  other  predi-ftions^  not  to  be  believed  till  the  evenc 
fhall  verify  it. 

Long  did  I  endeavour,  with  unfeigned  and  unwea- 
ried zeal,  to  preferve  from  breaking,  that  fine  and 
;ioble  china  vafe  the  Britifli  empire  ;  for  I  knowj 
VoL  IL  Z  z  that 
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that  being  once  broken,  the  feparate  parts  could  not 
retain  even  their  Ihare  of  the  (Irength  and  value,  that 
exifted  in  the  whole;  and  that  a  perfed  re-union  of 
thofc  parts  could  fcarce  evej  be  hoped  for.  Your 
lordrbip  may  poffibly  remember  the  tears  of  joy  that 
wet  my  cheek,:  when  at  your  good  filler's  in  London, 
you  once  gave  me  expeftations  that  a  reconciliation 
might  foon  take  place.  1  had  the  misfortune  to  find 
thole  expectations  dilappointed,  and  to  be  treated, 
as  the  caufe  of  the  mifchief  I  was  labouring  to  pre- 
vent. My  confolation  under  that  groundlefs  and 
malevolent  treatment  was  that  I  retained  the  friend- 
fliip  of  many  wife  and  good  men  in  that  country,  and 
among  the  reft,  fome  fliare  in  the  regard  of  Lord 
Howe. 

The  well  founded  efteem,  and  permit  me  to  fay, 
affeflion,  which  I  fhail  always  have  for  your  lordfhip, 
make  it  painful  for  me  to  fee  you  engaged  in  condudt- 
ing  a  war  the  great  ground  of  which  as  defcribed  in 
your  letter,  is  the  necelTity  of  preventing  the  Ame- 
rican trade  from  paffing  into  foreign  channels;  to  me 
it  feems,  that  neither  the  obftinacy  nor  the  retaining 
of  any  trade,  how  valuable  foever,  is  an  objeft  for 
which  men  may  juftly  fpill  each  others  blood;  that 
the  true  and  lure  means  of  extending  and  fecuring 
commerce  is  the  goodnefs  and  cheapnefs  of  commodi- 
ties; and  that  the  profits  of  no  trade  can  ever  be  equal 
to  the  expcnce  of  compelling  it  and  holding  it  by  fleets 
and  armies.  .  I  confider  this  againft  us,  therefore  as 
both  unjufi  and  iinivije-^  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  cool 
and  dilpaffionate  poiterity  v/ill  condemn  to  infamy, 
thofe  who  advifed  it;  and  that  even  fuccefs  will  not 
lave  from  fome  degree  of  diilionour,  thofe  who  volun- 
tarily engaged  to  condud  it.  I  know  your  great  mo- 
tive 
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tive  of  coming  hither,  was   the  hope  of  being  inflru- 
mental  in  a  reconciliation i  and  believe  when  vou  find 
that  to  be  impoffible,  on  any  terms  given   you  to  pro- 
pofe,  you  will   relinquiili  fo  odious  a  command,   and 
return  to  a  more  honourable  private  ilation. 
With  the  greateft  and  moft  fmcere  refped, 
I  have  the  honour  to   be,  my  lord, 
Your  lordfnip's  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

This  letter  has  been  truly  prophetic,  and  the  warn- 
ing given  in  it  ought  to  have  been  moft  ferioufly 
confidered  by  the  government  -,  but  luch  has  been 
the  infatuation  of  the  public  managers,  that  they  have 
regarded  no  warnings  from  either  their  friends  or  their 
enemies. 

Upon  the  13th  of  October  vv^hen  the  treaty  was 
firft  begun  General  Burgoyne  wrote  the  following 
card  to  General  Gates, -Lieutenant  General  Bur- 
goyne is  defirous  of  fending  a  held  officer  with  a  mef- 
fage  to  Major  General  Gates,  upon  a  matter  of  high 
confequcnce  to  both  armies.  He  requefts  to  be  in- 
formed at  what  hour  General  Gates  v/ill  receive  him 
to-morrow  morning. — The  anfwer  was.  Major  Gene- 
ral Gates  will  receive  a  field  officer  from  Lieutenant 
General  Burgoyne  at  the  advanced  pofts  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  at  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morn- 
ing from  which  he  will  be  conducted  to  head  quarters. 
Dated  the  Camp  of  Saratoga,  9  o'clock. 

Upon  Oftober  14th  Major  Kingfton  delivered  the 
following  meflage,  to  Major  General  Gates. — After 
having  fought  you  twice.  Lieutenant  General  Bur- 
goyne has  waited  fome  days  in  his  prefent  pofition, 
determined  to  try  a  third  confli6l  againft  any  force  you 
could  bring  to  attack  him.     He  is  apprized  of  the  fu- 

Z  z  2  periority 
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periority  of  your  numbers  and  the  difpofition  of  yoiiii 
troops  to  impede  his  fupplies,  and  render  his  retreat  a 
icene  of  carnage  on  both  fides.  In  this  fituation  he 
is  impelled  by  humanity,  and  thinks  himfelf  juftified 
by  eftabliflied  principles  and  precedents  of  State,  and 
of  war,  to  fpare  the  lives  of  brave  men  upon  honour- 
able terms  j  fhould  Major  General  Gates  be  inclined 
to  treat  upon  this  idea^  General  Burgoyne  will  propofe 
a  cefiation  of  arms  during  the  time  necelTary  to  com- 
municate the  preliminary  terms,  by  which^  in  any  ex- 
tremity, he  and  his  army  will  abide. 

In'anfwer  to  this  the  following  propofals  were  made 
and  anfwers  given  by  General  Burgoyne. 

I.  General  Burgoyne's  army  being  exceedingly  re- 
duced by  repeated  defeats,  defertion,  ficknefs.  Sec, 
their  provifions  ei^hauftedj  their  military  horfes,  tents 
and  baggage  taken  or  deftroyec],  their  retreat  cut  off^ 
and  their  camp  invefted,  they  can  only  be  allowed  to 
Surrender  prifoners  of  war. 

Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  anfwered,  that  how- 
ever much  reduced  his  army,  they  would  never  admit 
that  their  retreat  is  cut  off  while  they  have  arms  i^ 
\  their  hands.' 
'  II.  The  officers  and  foldiers  may  have  the  baggage 
belonging  to  them.  The  generals  of  the  United  States 
never  permit  individuals  to  be  plundered* 

III.  The  troops  under  his  Excellency  General  Bur- 
goyne will  be  conducted  by  the  mod  convenient  route 
to  New  England,  marching  by  eafy  marches  and  fuf- 
ficiently  provided  for   by  the  way. 

This  article  is  anfwered  by  General  Burgoyne's  firft 
propoficions^  which  is  here  annexed. 
•    IV.  The  officers  will  be  admitted  on  parole i   may 
wear  their  fide  arm_s,  and  will  be  treated  with  the  li- 
berality 
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berallty  cuftomary  in  Europe,  To  long  as  they  by  pro- 
per behaviour  to  continue  to  deferve  it  i  but  thofe  who 
are  apprehended  having  broke  their  parole,  as  Ibme 
Britifli  officers  have  done,  muft  expe6l  to  be  clofe  con- 
fined. The  anfwer  made  to  this  article  was : — There 
being  no  officer  in  this  army  under,  or  capable  of  be- 
ing under,  the  defcription  of  breaking  parole,  this  ar- 
ticle needs  no  anfwer. 

V.  All  public  (lores,  artillery,  arms,  ammunition, 
carriages,  horfes,  &c.  muft  be  delivered  to  commif- 
fioners  appointed  to  receive  them. 

Anf.  All  public  ftores  may  be  delivered,  arms  ex- 
cepted. 

VI.  Thefe  terms  being  agreed  to,  and  figned,  the 
troops  under  his  Excellency  General  Burgoyne's  com- 
mand may  be  drawn  up  in  their  encampments,  where 
they  will  be  ordered  to  ground  their  arms,  and  may 
thereupon  be  marched  to  the  river  fide  to  be  palled 
over  to  Bennington. 

Anfw.  This  article  inadmiffible  in  any  extremity. 
Sooner  than  this  army  will  fubmit  to  ground  their  arms 
in  their  encampmiCnr,  they  will  rulh  on  the  enemy  de- 
termined to  take  no  quarter. 

VII.  A  ceflation  of  arms  to  continue  till  fun  fet  to 
receive  General  Burgoyne's  anfwer. 

(Signed)  HORATIO  GATES. 

At  fun-fet  Major  Kingfton  met  the  Adjutant  Gene- 
neral  of  Major  General  Gates's  army,  and  delivered  the 
following  mcffage  : — If  General  Gates  does  not -mean 
to  recede  from  the  fixth  article  the  treaty  ends  at  once. 
The  army  will  to  a  man  proceed  to  any  aft  of  defpe- 
ration  rather  than  fubmit  to  this  article.  The  cefia- 
tion  of  arms  end  this  evening. 

The  following  are  General  Burgoyne's  propofals, 
pgether  with  General  Gates's  anfwers.  The 
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The  anfwers  being  given  to  Major  General  Gates's 
propofals,  it  remains  for  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne 
and  the  army  under  his  command  to  ftate  the  following 
preliminary  articles  on  their  part. 

I.  The  troops  to  march  out  of  their  camp  with  the 
honours  of  war,  and  the  artillery  of  the  entrench- 
ments which  will  be  left  as  hereafter  mtij  be  regula- 
ted. 

The  troops  to  march  out  of  their  camp  with  the  ho- 
nours of  war,  and  the  artillery  of  the  entrenchments 
to  the  verge  of  the  river,  where  the  old  fort  floods 
where  their  arms  and  artillery  muft  be  left. 

II.  A  free  paffage  to  be  granted  to  this  army  to 
Great  Britain,  upon  condition  of  not  ferving  again  in 
North  America  during  the  prefent  conteft  ;  and  a 
proper  port  to  be  afligned  for  the  entry  of  tranfports  to 
to  receive  the  troops,  whenever  General  Howe  fhall  fo 
order. 

Agreed  to  for  the  port  of  Bolton. 

III.  Should  any  cartel  take  place,  by  which  this 
army  or  any  part  of  it  may  be  exchanged,  the  forego- 
ing article  to  be  void  as  far  as  fuch  exchange  fhall  be 
made. 

Agreed  to. 

IV.  All  officers  to  retain  their  carriages,  bathorfes, 
and  other  cattle  j  and  no  baggage  to  be  molefted  or 
fearched,  the  Lieutenant  General  giving  his  honour 
that  there  are  no  public  ftores  fecreted  therein .  Ma- 
jor General  Gates  will  of  courfe  take  the  neceffary  mea- 
fures  for  the  fecurity  of  this  article. 

Agreed  to. 

V.  Upon  the  march  the  officers  are  not  to  be  fe- 
parated  from  the  men,   and  in  quarters   the  officers 

Ihall 
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fhall  be  lodged  according  to  their  rank  j  and  are  not 
to  be  hindered  from  afTembling  their  men  forroll-cail- 
ing  and  other  neceffary  purpofes  of  regularity. 
Agreed  to,  as  far  as  circumflances  will  admit. 
VI.  There  are  various  corps  in  this  army  compofed 
of  failorsj  batteaux  men,  artificers,  drivers,  indepen- 
dent Companies,  and  followers  of  the  army ;  and  it 
is  expected  that  thofe  perfons,  of  v/hatever  country, 
Ihail  be  agreed  to  in  the  fullell:  fenfe  and  utmoft  ex- 
tent of  the  above  articles,  and  comprehended  in  every 
refpeft  as  Britifh  fubjeds. 

Agreed  to  in  the  fuUeft  extent. 

VII.  Ail  Canadians,  and  perfons  belonging  to  the 
eflabiifhment  in  Canada,  to  be  permitted  to  return. 

Agreed  to. 

VIII.  PaiTports  to  be  immediately  granted  for  three 
officers,  not  exceeding  the  rank  of  captain,  who  (hall 
be  appointed  by  General  Burgoyne,  to  carry  dif- 
patches  to  Sir  William  Howe,  Sir  Guy  Carelton,  and 
to  Great  Britain,  by  way  of  New  York,  and  the  pub- 
lic faith  to  be  engaged,  that  thefe  difpatches  are  not 
to  be  opened. 

Agreed  to. 

IX.  The  foregoing  articles  are  to  be  confidered  as 
only  preliminaries  for  framing  a  treaty,  in  the  courfe 
of  which  others  may  arife,  to  be  confidered  by  both 
parties  ;  for  which  purpofe  it  is  propofed,  that  two  of- 
ficers of  each  army  lliall  meet  and  report  their  decla- 
tions  to  their  refpedlive  generals. 

This  capitulation  to  be  finilhed  by  two  o'clock  this 
day,  and  the  troops  march  from  their  encampments  at 
five,  and  to  be  in  readinefs  to  move  towards  Bofton  to- 
morrow morning. 

X. 
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X.  Lieutenant  General  Bnrgoyne  will  fend  his  De- 
puty Adjutant  General  to  receive  Major  Gen.  Gates's 
anfwer  to-morrow  morning  at  icn  o'clock. 

Complied  with. 

(Signed)  HORATIO  GATES. 

Saratoga,   Oftober  15,   1777. 

The  eight  preliminary  articles  of  Lieutenant  Gen, 
Burgoyne's  propofalsj  and  the  fecond,  third,  and 
fourth  of  Major  General  Gates  of  yefterday,  being 
agreed  to,  the  foundation  of  the  propofed  treaty  is.out 
of  difpucej  but  the  feveral  fubordinate  articles  and 
regulations,  neceflarily  fpringing  from  thefe  prelimi- 
naries, and  requiring  explanation  and  precifion  be- 
tween the  parties,  before  a  definitive  treaty  can  be 
fafely  executed,  a  longer  time  than  mentioned  by 
Gen.  Gates  in  the  ninth  article,  becomes  indifpenfibly 
neceffary.  Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne  is  willing  to  appoinE 
two  officers  immediately  to  meet  two  others  from  Ma- 
jor General  Gates,  to  propound,  difcufs,  and  fettle 
thofe  fubordinate  articles,  in  order  that  the  treaty  ia 
due  form  may  be  executed  as  foon  as  pofTible. 

(Signed)  JOHN  BURGOYNE. 

Saratoga,  Oftober  15,   1777. 

Major  Kingfton  has  authority  to  fettle  the  place  of 
meeting  of  officers  propofed.  Major  Kingfton  fettled 
it  on  the  ground  where  Mr.  Schuyler's  houfe  ftood. 
In  the  time  of  this  negociation.  General  Burgoyne 
lent  the  following  mcfTage  to  General  Gates  : 

In  the  courfe  of  the  night  Lieutenant  General  Bur- 
goyne has  received  intelligence  that  a  confiderable 
force  has  been  detached  from  the  army  under  Gene- 
ral Gates  during  the  courfe  of  the  negociations  of  the 
rjeaty  depending  upon   them.     Lieutenant  General 

Burgoyne 
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Burgoyne  conceives  this,  if  trucj  to  be  not  oniy  a  vio- 
lation of  the  celTlition  of  arms,  but  fubverfive  of  the 
principles  on  which  the  treaty  originated,  viz.  a  great 
fuperiority  in  Gen,  Gates's  army.  Lieutenant  Gene- 
ral Burgoyne  therefore  requires,  that  two  officers,  on 
his  part,  be  permitted  to  fee  that  the  ftrength  of  the 
forces  now  oppofed  to  him  is  fuch  as  will  convince 
him  that  no  fuch  detachment  has  been  made  j  and  that 
the  fame  principle  of  luperiority,  upon  which  the  treaty 
firfl:  began.  Hill  fubfifts. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  anfwer  was  given  to  this 
meffage. The  articles  of  convention  follow. 

I,  The  troops  under  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne 
to  march  out  of  their  camp  wiih  the  honours  of  war, 
and  the  artillery  of  the  entrenchments  to  the  verge  of 
the  river,  where  the  old  fort  ftood,  where  the  arms  and 
artillery  ire  to  be  left;  the  arms  to  be  piled  up  by 
word  of  command  from  their  own  officers. 

IL  A  free  pafTage  to  be  granted  the  army  under 
Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne,  to  Great  Britain,  on 
condition  of  not  ferving  again  in  North  America  du- 
ring the  prefent  conteft;  and  the  port  of  Bofton  is 
affigned  for  the  entry  of  tranfports,  whenever  General 
Howe  fliall  fo  order. 

in.  Should  any  cartel  take  place,  by  which  the  army 
und  er  General  Burgoyne,  or  any  part  of  it,  may  be  ex- 
changed, the  forcg9ing  article  to  be  void,  as  far  as  fuch 
exchange  fhall  be  made. 

IV".  The  army  under  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne 
to  march  to  MalTachulett's  Bay  by  the  mod  expediti- 
ous and  convenient  rout ;  and  to  be  quartered  in,  near, 
or  as  convenient  as  poffible,  that  the  m.arch  of  the 
troops  may  not  be  delayed  when  tranfports  arrive  to 
receive  thern. 
Vol.  H.  Aaa  .  V.  The 
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V.  The  troops  to  be  fupplied  on  their  march,  and 
during  their  being  in  quarters,  with  provifions  by  Ma- 
jor General  Gates's  orders,  at  the  fame  rate  or  rations 
as  the  troops  of  his  own  army  j  and  if  poflible  the  of- 
ficers,  horfes,  and  cattle  are  to  be  fupplied  with  fo- 

.  ra2:e  at  the  ufual  rates. 

VI.  All  officers  to  retain  their  carriages,  bat  horfes, 
and  other  cattle ;  and  no  baggage  to  be  molefted  or 
fearched,  Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne  giving  his  honour, 
that  there  are  no  public  itores  fecreted  therein,  Major 
■General  Gates  will  of  courfe  take  the  neceffary  mea- 
fures  for  a  due  performance  of  this  article.  Should 
any  carriages  be  wanted,  during  the  march  for  the 
tranfportation  of  officers  baggage,  they  are,  if  poffible, 
to  be  fupplied  by  the  country  at  the  ufual  rates. 

VII.  Upon  the  march  and  during  the  time  the  ar- 
my fiiall  remain  in  quarters  in  the  MafTachufett's  Bay, 
the  officers  are  not,  as  far  as  circumftances  will  admit, 
to  be  fcparated  from  the  men.  The  officers  are  to  be- 
quartered  according  to  their  rank,  and  are  not  to  be 
hindred  from  affembling  their  men  for  roll- calling  and 
other  neceffary  purpofes  of  regularity. 

Vill.  All  corps  whatever  of  Gen.  Burgoyne's  army, 
whether  compofed  of  failors,  batteaux  men,  artificers, 
drivers,  independent  companies,  followers  of  the  army, 
of  whatever  country,  fhall  be  included  in  the  fulleft 
fenfe  and  utmofl  extent  of  the  above  articles,  and  com- 
prehended in  every  refpect  as  Britifli  fubjecls. 

IX.  All  Canadians,  and  perlbns  belonging  to  the 
Canadian  eftabliffiment,  conlifling  of  failors,  batteaux 
men,  artificers,  drivers,  and  independent  companies,, 
and  many  other  followers  of  the  army,  who  come  un- 
der no  particular  defcription,  are  to  be  permitted  to 

return. 
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return  there,  that  is  they  are  to  be  condufled  imm«-  . 
diately  by  the  Ihortefl  route  to  the  firll  Britifh  port  on 
Lake  George,  are  be  iupplied  with  provifions  in  the 
lame  manner  as  the  other  troops,  and  are  to  be  bound 
by  the  fame  condition  of  not  ieiving  during  the  prefent 
contefl  in  North  America. 

X.  Pairports  imraediateiytG  be  granted  for  three 
officers,  not  exceeding  the  rank  of  captains,  who  fhall 
be  appointed  by  General  Burgoyne  to  carry  dif- 
patches  to  Sir  William  Howe,  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  and 
to  Great  Britain  by  the  way  of  New  York;  and  Major 
Gen.  Gates  engages  the  puplic  faith,  that  thefe  dii- 
patches  fhall  not  be  opened.  Theie  officers  are  to  fet 
out  immediately  after  receiving  their  difpatches,  and 
are  to  travel  the  fliorteft  and  in  the  moll  expeditious 
manner. 

XI.  During  the  flay  of  the  troops  in  the  Maflli- 
chufett's  Bay,  the  officers  are  to  be  admitted  upon 
parole,  and  are  to  be  permitted  to  wear  their  fide 
arms. 

XII.  Should  the  army  under  Lieutenant  General 
Burgoyne  find  it  necefTary,  to  fend  for  their  cloathing 
and  other  baggage  from  Canada,  they  are  to  be  per- 
mitted to  do  it  in  the  molt  convenient  manner,  and 
the  necefTary  pafTports  to  be  granted  for  that  purpofe. 

XIII.  Thefe  articles  are  to  be  mutually  figned  and 
exchanged  to  morrow  morning  at  nine  o'clock;  and 
the  troops  under  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  are 
to  march  out  of  their  entrenchments  at   three  o'clock. 

(Signed)  HORATIO  GATES. 

Camp  at  Saratoga,  O(5loberi6,  1777. 
To  prevent  any  doubts  that  migh  t  arife  from  Lieu- 
tenant General    Burgoyne's  not   being  mentioned  in 
the  above   treaty,   Major  General  Gates  hereby  de- 
A  a  a  2  rlares. 


37>  HISTORYOF  A.D.  177/, 

dares,  that  he  is  hereby  nnderflood  to  be  compre- 
hended in  it  as  fully,  as  if  his  name  had  been  fpeci- 
fically  mentioned. 

HORATIO  GATES. 
This  convention,  concerning  which  there  appears 
to  have  been  a  great  deal  of  ceremony  for  very  lit- 
tle purpofe,  Ihews  more  the  pride  and  ambition  of 
the  Britifh  General,  than  his  wifdom  and  prudence. 
The  requifitions  which  he  made,  provided  they  had 
not  been  granted,  would  have  expofed  him  and  his 
whole  army  to  certain  ruin  and  deftru6lion  5  for 
there  was  not  the  leait  probability  that  he  was  able 
to  fight  fuch  a  fuperior  force,  which  knew  his  weak- 
nefs,  and  were  provided  for  any  attack  that  he  could 
have  made.  He  might,  as  he  threatened,  have  led 
on  his  men,  and  refufed  no  quarter;  but  under  the 
prefling  influence  of  hunger  and  fatigue,  it  is  not  to 
be  fuppofed  they  v/ould  have  gained  any  thing  except 
the  honour  of  falling  like  madmen,  for  the  fake  of  a 
caufe  which  they  never  examined,  but  taken  upon  the 
word  of  their  officers  and  commanders.  Men  ex- 
haufled  with  hunger  and  fatigue,  fainting  under  a  de- 
cay of  animal  fpirits,  were  not  foldiers  very  fit  for 
rufhing  upon  an  enemy,  three  times  their  number,  and 
fupplied  with  the  needful  fupplies  of  nature,  which 
they  wanted.  General  Gates  knew  well  what  would 
have  been  the  .confequence,  but  was  unwilling  to 
leave  the  flaughter  of  a  Britifli  army,  as  a  monument 
in  hiftory,  of  the  feverity  of  the  colonills  towards 
their  opprefling  brethren.  He  feems  to  have  humour- 
ed the  Britiili  General  rather  as  one  under  an  infatua- 
tion, than  dealt  v\^ith  him  as  a  general  of  an  army. — 
Gates  v/ill  be  remembered  for  his  humanity,  as  well 
as  greatnefs  of  foul,  while  hiftory   continues  to  hand 

down 
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down  the  tranfadlions  of  mankind  to  poflerirvj  and 
the  convention  of  Saratoga  will  remain  a  proof  both 
of  his  mercy  and  politenefs. 

General  Burgoyne  certainly  made  as  much  by  this 
convention  as  he  poflibly  could  have  expeded;  and 
much  more  than  his  fituation  promifed;  but  his  nice- 
nefs  concerning  punctilios,  might  have  marred  all  his 
fuccefs  in  it,  and  brought  fudden  ruin  upon  a  number 
of  brave  and  innocent  men.  The  mercy  of  his  ene- 
mies, and  the  prudence  of  their  commander,  wrought 
more  for  him  than  either  his  own  wifdom  or  his  merit. 
Had  General  Gates  and  his  army  been  in  his  fituation, 
there  are  many  reafons  to  determine  us  to  think  that 
he  would  not  have  fhewn  the  fame  clemency  that  he 
himfelf  met  with.  His  daring  and  bloody  proclama- 
tion, to  fet  loofe  the  fcalping  favages  upon  peaceable 
and  quiet  peafants,  who  were  engaged  about  their  ru- 
ral employments  as  our  people  at  home,  declared  a 
difpofition  that  favoured  nothing  of  mercy  or  clemen- 
cy; and  it  would  have  been  no  wonder,  if  they  had 
meafured  to  this  boafting  officer  that  meafure  which 
he  had  threatened  to  mete  out  to  them.  It  was  how- 
ever happy  that  the  fword  was  reftrained,  and  fo  ma- 
ny lives  preferved;  and  it  ought  to  teach  our  com- 
manders to  fhew  more  mercy  tiian  they  have  done  on 
fome  occafions.  Though  our  proud  nation  has  de- 
clared thefe  colonifts  rebels,  the  reft  of  Europe  have 
a  different  opinion  of  them,  Cmce  they  became  inde- 
pendent ;  and  our  cruelty  to  them,  may  on  fome  fu- 
ture occafion,  bring  feverities  upon  our  own  heads. 
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Chap,     Xlli. 

1'hc  c on fujed  fiats  of  the  nation  at  heme. — The  Minifiry 
alarmed  hy  the  news  of  the  .convention  at  Saratoga. — 
Conceal  it  as  long  as  they  can. — Occajions  many  de- 
hates  in  ■parliament. — A  treaty  of  commerce  between 
the  Colonies  and  Franc-e. 

THE  national  expe<ftations  were  raifed  to  fuch  an 
high  pitch,  with  regard  to  the  fiiccels  of  the 
northern  anny,  that  the  news  of  its  flow  operations 
and  embarralTmentSj  began  to  operate  in  creating  me- 
lancholy and  apprehenfions  of  difappointment through- 
out the  whole  nation.  The  progrefs  of  General  Bur- 
goyne  in  his  march  from  Canada  to  Albany,  was  not 
fo  rapid  and  fuccefsfiil  as  the  minifiry  had  given  rea- 
fon  to  expefl:  in  their  confidence  of  boaftingo  Though 
fome  of  his  advanced  parties  had  been  fuccefsful  and 
defeated  their  enemy,  yet  their  own  lofs  was  confi- 
derable,  and  their  progrefs  to  Albany  interrupted 
by  fo  many  accidents,  that  the  people  at  home  began 
to  be  uneafy,  and  concluded  that  the  fecrets  of 
this  expedition  were  not  fairly  reprefented.  They 
had  almofl  anticipated  the  whole  extent  of  the  difaf- 
ter  before  the  news  of  it  had  arrived  j  and  tlie  cataf- 
trophe  was  not  m.ore  extraordinary  than  many  forefavv 
it  would  happen  to  be.  The  whole  nation  was  in  an 
univerfal  murmur  concerning  the  ilTue  of  this  expedi- 
tion. The  friends  of  the  minifter  endeavoured  to  co- 
lour thofe  delays  and  difappointments  with  all  their 
ufual  arts  of  apology,  and  promiied  fanguineiy  upon 

the 
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the  fuccefs  of  the  event,  from  the    caution    that  was 

ufcd  in  executing  this  projecfl. All  their  arts  were 

infufficient  to  difguife  their  own  apprehenfions,  or  to 
purfuade  the  people  that  they  were  not  in  polTeflion 
of  intelligence  the  molt  unfavourable  to  the  nation 
and  diihonourable  to  themfelves.  Of  all  the  com- 
manders that  were  fent  to  America,  there  were 
none  in  whom  the  zealous  promoters  of  the  war  pla- 
ced greater  hopes  and  confidence  than  in  Gen.  Bur- 
goynei  his  abilities  were  extolled  !)eyond  the  ordi- 
nary bounds  of  commendation,  and  it  was  thought 
impoffible  that  any  A^merican  force  could  oppofe  him. 
The  Scotch  nation,  who  were  the  mod  fanguinarv 
promoters  of  this  v,?ar,  at  the  fame  inftant  that  they 
were  repproaching  Gen.  Howe,  pafied  the  mofl  extra:- 
vagant  encomiums  upon  Gen  Burgoyne.  He  had 
threatened  the  colonifts  with  feverities  which  they  ap- 
proved of,  and  their  fanguine  hopes  made  them  be- 
lieve that  he  was  well  able  to  accomplifh  his  threaten- 
ings.  Some  accounts  that  came  from  America  preced- 
ing the  conventio-n  at  Saratoga,  which  were  not  very 
favourable,  were  interpreted  as  reports  raifed  by  the 
patriots  to  weaken  the  hands  of  government;  and  of- 
ten fhip-m afters,  who  arrived  at  Port  Glafgow  and 
Greenock  brought  tidings  of  great  com.forc  to  the  mi- 
niftry,  which  were  contrived  on  their  voyages,  or  re- 
ceived from  others,  at  the  fecond,  third,  or  fourth 
hands.  Thefe  unauthenticated  reports  in  a  fhort  time 
loft  all  credit,  and  cjen  the  Scots  who  thought  the 
fuccefs  of  this  expedition  infallible,  began  to  doubt 
anci  waver  concerning  its  fuccefs. 

General  Burgoyne's  fuccefs  at  Ticonderago,  vvirh 
the  total  defeat  and  ruin  which  for  a  feafon  every 
where   attended  the  Amer!C:5iis  in    their  prcciniritc 

flicrht 
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flight  on  the  borders  of  Lake  George,  excited  the 
greateft  triumph  and  exultation  on  the  face  of  the  nni- 
niftry;  and  whilft  it  wonderfully  raifed  their  fpirits, 
was  confidered  as  nearly  crowning  the  hopes  of  all 
thqfe.vv'ho^.had  fupported  or  approved  of  the  war. — 
So  ready  are  mankind  to  be  elevated  above  mealure 
wii:hwhat  they*  fondly  ,wifh  for  and  expect.  It  was 
■obfeFved  that  the  northern  expedition  ,w.as,  the  favour- 
•ite  creature  of  government.  The  tranfaclions  on  the 
further  fide  of  Jerfey,  and  the  operations  about  Phi- 
ladelphia,Bwere  only  confidered  in  a  very  fubordinate 
point  of  view.  As  the  miniiler  for  the  American  de- 
partment had  all  the  honous  and  applaufe  of  this  mea- 
fure,  which  was  confidered  entirely  as  a  creature  of 
his  own,  it  is  not  to  be  reckoned  wonderful,  that  both 
he  and  his  brethren  in  office  fliould  be  deeply  interefi:- 
ed  in  the  event,  and  approve  themfelves  highly  on  the 
appearance  of  fuccefs. 

The  fubfequent  difpaches  from  their  favourite  ge- 
neral did  not  long  fupport  the  hopes  which  were 
founded  on  the  firft  fuccefiTes.  The  unexpefted  diffi- 
culties and  delays  which  the  army  experienced  in  ad- 
vancing a  few  miles  from  Skenefborough  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  v/ere,  however,  counterbalanced  in  opinion  by 
its  arrival  on  the  Hudfon's  river,  the  retreat  of  the 
enemy  from  Fort  Edward,  their  abandoning  Fort 
George  and  the  Lake,  by  which  a  free  paffage  was 
opened  from  Ticonderago,  and  St.  Leger's  fuccefs  in 
defeating  and  ruining  the  Tryon  country  militia  near 
Fort  Stanwix.  All  the  former  and  prefent  fanguine 
expeftations  which  had  been  formed,  were  however 
in  a  great  meafure  overthrown  by  the  advices  which 
were  received  fomctime  previous  to  the  meeting  of 
parliament;   an  event  which  was  probably    this  year 

held 
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held  back  in  the  full  confidence  of  its  being  uihered 
in  with  the  particulars  of  fome  great  anddecifive  fuc- 
cefs.  Thole  which  came  to  hand,  after  a  tedious 
learon  of  expe<ftation,  bore  a  very  different  com- 
plexion. The  infuperable  difficulties  that  necefTarily 
fufpended  the  operations  of  an  army  in  fuch  a  coun- 
try, Qi^yi  under  fuch  circiimllances,  were  now  practi- 
cally difcovered.  The  double  defeat  of  Baum  and 
Breyman,  by  a  fuppofed  broken  and  ruined  militia  in 
an  attempt  to  remove  or  to  leffen  fome  of  thofe  difficul- 
ties, was  ftill  more  difpiriting,  and  not  in  any  de- 
gree cured  by  the  hopes  which  the  general  cxprefTed 
of  fupport  and  affiftance  from  the  co-operation  of  Sir 
William  Hov/e's  army;  both  as  it  inarked  a  defpon- 
dency  of  fuccefs  from  their  own  force,  and  that  the 
minifters  knew  the  impoffibility  of  his  receiving  any 
fupport  from  that  quarter.  But,  as  if  it  had  been  to 
crown  the  climax  of  ill  news  and  ill  fortune,  the  fame 
difpatches  were  accompanied  with  others  from  Sir  G. 
Carleton,  which  brought  an  account  of  the  failure  of 
the  expedition  to  Fort  Stanwix,  the  bold  and  unex- 
pefted  attack  of  the  rebels  on  the  fideof  Ticonderagc, 
and  of  a  ftill  more  unexpeded  and  extraordinary  event 
in  a  fhort  fketch  of  the  doubtful  and  dangerous  aftion 
which  was  fought  on  the  19th  of  September,  between 
General  Burgoyne  and  Arnold  j  which,  naked  as  it 
was  of  circumftances,  feemed  to  Ihew  the  latter  to  be 
the  aflailant,  by  the  mention  of  his  returning  to  his 
camp,  when  darknefs  had  put  an  end  to  the  com- 
bat. 

Althouo;h  the  knowledge  of  thefe  events  feemed  to 
open  a  view  to  fome  of  the  fucceeding  misfortunes, 
and  even  feemed  to  prefage  a  part  of  thefe  fevers 
hardfhips  and  calamities  which  befel  the  northern  ar- 
Vol.  II.  B  b  b  my. 
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my,  it  was  ftill  hoped  by  thofe  who  were  moil:  fan- 
gLiine  in  their  expedations,  that  the  general  being  fo 
near  Albany,  could  not  fail  in  making  his  march  good 
to  that  place;  and  that  then  being  fecurely  lodged,  he 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  concerting  matters  with 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  of  their  jointly  or  feparately 
diftrefiing  the  northern  colonies;  or  if  the  feafon 
and  other  circumftances  did  not  favour  that  defign, 
they  might  determine  upon  the  propriety  of  maintain- 
ing the  pofi:  at  Albany  during  the  winter;  or  of  ad- 
vancing to  New-  York,  if  it  was  thought  more  eligi- 
ble. In  the  worft  cafe  that  could  hap{>en,  it  was  ne- 
ver doubted  but  they  would  be  able  to  make  good  a 
retreat  to  Canada.  So  great  was  the  faith  of  the 
miniftry  and  their  fanguinary  fupporters,  in  the  omni- 
potence of  his  army,  that  they  judged  it  impoflible  for 
any  force  that  the  Americans  could  fend  againft  it  to 
conquer  thenii  and  thofe  who  hinted  the  fmalleft  fuf- 
picion  of  thefe  troops  not  being  invincible,  were  ready 
to  become  the  objefts  of  the  fevered  ridicule.  Many 
for  a  good  while  had  pronoflicated  the  difafter  which 
befel  this  army,  and  freely  declared  their  fentiments; 
but  their  moft  rational  conjectures  were  interpreted 
as  proceeding  from  difaffeclion  to  the  government, 
and  a  fpirit  of  rebellion.  Many  of  the  old  Jacobites, 
who  had  now  by  means  of  a  fecret  influence  worked 
themfelves  into  power,  or  by  means  of  their  friends 
had  flipt  into  places  of  finecure,  began  to  fpeak  of  re- 
bellion in  a  new  ftile,  and  throw  the  fcandal  of  it  upon 
the  bcft  friends  of  the  Britifh  conftitution.  Some  of 
them  even  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  affirm  that  the  revo- 
lution was  itfelf  a  rebellion,  and  that  the  colonifts  were 
no  lefs  rebels  for  pleading  their  rights  from  that  con- 
ftitution, 

The 
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The  heroilm  of  the  Frazers,  and  other  chiefs  who 
had  made  bu:  an  indifferent  figure  at  Culioden  was 
now  extolled  to  the  ficies,  and  the  Scotch  High- 
landers under  their  command  were  repreiented  as 
the  moft  invincible  troops  in  the  w^orld.  The  co- 
lonics were  fet  forth  in  all  the  ridiculous  attitudes  of 
rebeliion,  cowardice,  and  inlignificance  ;  fo  one  would 
have  thought  that  inflead  of  fending  fuch  irrefifiiibie 
troops  to  fubdue  them,  that  the- very  draughts  of-  our 
army  might  have  ferved  for  that  purpofe.  There  is 
always  an  inconfiftency  in  the  language  and  conduft 
of  men  when  they  are  under  the  influence  of  preju- 
dice, and  ruled  by  their  pride  and  paffionsj  and  of  all 
the  characters  in  fociety,  there  are  none  fo  ready  to 
give  way  to  thefe  unreafonable  affed:ions,  as  thofe 
who  are  inclined  to  the  lull  of  dominion  and  arbitrary 
power.  The  noble  exertions  of  the  human  mind, 
and  the  pureft  principles  of  freedom  and  liberty  are 
an  eye-fore  to  men  affeded  with  the  lufl:  of  domiina- 
tion. 

Amidft  the  various  contefls  and  debates  in  parlia- 
ment, and  the  difputes  at  home  concerning  the  Ame- 
can  war,  the  news  of  the  convention  at  Saratoga, 
and  the  furrender  of  General  Burgoyne's  whole  ar- 
my threw  a  confiderable  damp  upon  the  confidence 
of  the  miniilry,  and  almoft  confounded  thofe  who  had 
exceeded  all  bounds  in  their  extravagance  of  boafting. 
While  parliament  were  hotly  difputing  concerning  the 
meafures  to  be  adopted  for  carrying  on  the  war,  and 
all  rational  propofals  for  an  accommodation  Vv'ere  re- 
je6led  by  a  dead  majority,  upon  the  third  of  Decem- 
ber, the  difmal  news  of  the  furrender  of  the  whole 
northern  army  arrived,  and  the  firft  certain  accounts 
thereof  were  difclofed  by  the  minilter  who  had  the 
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honour  of  direding  it.  The  aftonifhmentof  all  could 
not  exceed  the  confufion  of  the  miniflers;  they  were 
thunder-ftruck  at  the  tidings,  and  a  guilty  confufion 
overfpread  their  countenances.  Altho'  not  convinced 
of  their  error,  nor  converted  from  principles  which 
are  a  difgrace  to  human  nature,  they  almofl  gnafhed 
their  teeth  with  pain,  and  were  reduced  to  feel  the  a- 
gonies  of  condemnaiion.  Though  the  lofsof  fo  many 
brave  men  and  citizens  was  much  to  be  lamented,  yet 
the  indignation  of  the  people,  and  the  ignorance,  wick- 
ednefs,  and  folly  of  the  contrivers  of  that  unjuft  and 
horrid  war,  carried  off  a  great  degree  of  the  forrow 
which  many  felt  at  the  lofs  and  difgrace  of  our  army. 
As  our  troops  were  taken  prifoners  of  war,  fome 
thought  it  more  fortunate  than  if  they  had  been  killed 
in  battle,  in  a  caufe,  the  orthodoxy  of  which  had  never, 
yet  been  fully  demonftrat^d  by  the  moft  fanguine  ad- 
vocates thereof. 

It  may  eafily  be  fuppofed  that  thofe  who  had  been 
from  the  beginning  againft  that  bloody  and  unrcafon- 
able  war,  would  be  ready  to  let  the  miniftry  hear  of 
the  folly  and  weaknefs  of  their  meafures.  The  mini- 
iler's  declaration  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  concerning 
the  convention  at  Saratoga,  brought  forth  the  fevereil 
as  well  as  the  mpft  juft  and  equitable  charges  againft 
him.  The  principle  and  policy  of  the  war  were  ar- 
raigned, and  the  incapacity  of  the  miniftry  to  carry  it 
on,  fuppofe  it  had  been  juft,  was  painted  in  theftrong- 
eft  colours.  The  whole  plan  of  the  expedition  was 
condemned  in  the  ftrongeft  terms;  it  v/as  declared  an 
abfurd,  inconfiftent,  and  impracticable  fchemc,  and 
■which  the  chief  of  a  tribe  of  lavages  would  have  been_ 
^fhamed  to  acknov^rledge.  The  hero  of  this  fcheme 
was  told  that  they  did  not  judge  him  bv  events,  but 

had 
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had  warned  him  of  the  fatal  confeqiiences  of  his  plan 
before  this  event  had  happened.  That  they  hid  been 
laughed  at  for  warning  him  of  what  had  happened, 
and  told  that  they  were  fpeaking  by  prophecy.  They 
afked  him  if  he  was  now  fatisfied  with  the  truth  of 
their  prophecies  and  prediflions.  They  affirmed  that 
ignorance  had  ftamped  every  flep  of  the  expedition, 
but  it  was  the  ignorance  of  the  minifter,  and  not  of 
the  general  i  a  minifter  that  would  venture  fitting  in 
his  clofet,  not  only  to  direct  the  general  operations, 
but  all  the  particuLir  movements  of  a  war  carried  on 
in  the  interior  defarts  of  America,  and  at  the  diftance 
of  three  thoufand  miles. 

The  northern  expedition  was  perhaps  as  ill  contriv- 
ed and  unfuccefsfully  executed,  as  any  that  is  record- 
ed in  hiftory.  The  pretended  defign  of  it  was  to 
form  a  jundlion  between  Sir  William  Howe  and  Gene- 
ral Burgoyne,  through  woods  and  defarts,  rivers  and 
lakes;  where  many  large  velTels  were  to  be  built,  many 
extenfive  woods  to  be  cut  through,  and  roads  continu- 
ally impaffable,  to  be  levelled,  mended,  and  repaired. 
This  meafure  might  have  been  effecfled  by  fea  in  lefs 
than  a  month,  without  much  danger,  and  at  a  more 
moderate  expence.  But  the  ignorance,  and  ftupidity 
of  the  contriver  of  this  expedition  is  beyond  all  pa- 
rallel in  hiftory;  for  at  the  very  time  that  he  intend- 
ed that  the  two  armies  ftiould  join,  he  ordered  the 
one  army  to  march  from  New-York  to  the  fouthward, 
and  commanded  the  northern  arnriy  from  Canada  to 
follow  it.  This  was  a  ftrange  method  for  thele  two 
bodies  to. meet  in  any  centre,  to  march  in  the  fame 
line  of  dircdion  after  each  other;  but  this  minifter, 
who  ever  fince  his  fervice  in  the  laft  war  had  formed 
ideas  of  military  operations,  diiferent  from  all  others 

of 
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of  mankind,  was  now  determined  to  praftife  accord- 
ing to  his  own  plan  of  manceuvres.  He  perceived  by 
a  kind  of  intuition  all  the  woods  and  fvv^amps  in  Ame- 
rica, and  had  fo  formed  his  plan  of  operation,  that  the 
General  was  not  at  liberty  to  deviate  one  inch  from  his 
appointment.  In  this  refpedl,  the  General  was  alto- 
gether cramped  in  his  comm.iffion,  and  was  under  the 
neceffity  either  to  run  headlong  to  his  own  deftruftion, 
or  to  difobey  die  orders  of  his  fuperiors. — Perhaps  the 
com.mander  in  chief  in  this  expedition  over-rated  his 
own  abilities,  and  raihly  engaged  to  perform  a  tafk 
which  he  had  not  perfe6lly  examined,  nor  thoroughly 
iinderftood  ;  and  he  is  greatly  to  be  blamed  for  perfift- 
inig  to  execute  a  plan  which  he  found  concerted  by  fol- 
ly, ignorance,  and  ambition.  No  General  who  knew 
the  duties  of  his  office  would  have  engaged  to  purfue 
the  plan  of  any  minifter  of  Itate,  without  having  a  dif- 
cretionary  power  of  diredling  the  fubordinate  meafures 
according  to  the  bed  of  his  own  judgment. 

It  was  fully  perceived  by  all  difcerning  perfons, 
that  the  minifter  had  no  fettled  plan  of  the  American 
war,  though  he  obftinately  perfifted  in  carrying  it  on, 
and  would  not  deviate  from  the  feveral  fchemes  of  his 
own  folly  and  ignorance  which  he  had  begun. 
Whether  he  was  the  dupe  of  falfe  information,  or 
wilfully  contrived  inconfiftencies,  is  not  altogether 
evident ;  but  his  own  account  of  the  ftate  of  America 
was  glaringly  prepofterous.  At  one  time  he  gave  out 
that  they  were  only  a  trifling  mob,  ,and  that  nine- 
tenths  of  the  people  were  zealous  for  government  i 
and  yet  what  is  exceedingly  ftrange,  this  large  and 
vaft  majority  fufFered  themfeives  to  be  fleeced  and  dri- 
ven like  Iheep  by  that   ragged  handful  of  their  own 

rabble. 
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rabble.  The  next  day,  when  all  the  feudal  dungeons 
of  Germany  were  to  be  fcoured  for  military  flaves  to 
cut  the  throats  of  theie  rebels,  and  the  fubftance  of 
Britain  exhaufted  to  maintain  them,  the  Americans 
were  become  numerous,  and  powerful.  The  deluiion 
was  become  highly  contagious,  and  they  were  to  be 
brought  to  their  fenfes  by  nothing  fliort  of  the  exer- 
tion of  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  mother  country. — • 
We  were  again  told  that  the  colonifls  were  all  cow- 
ards ;  that  the  fight  of  an  Englifh  grenadier  was  fujffi- 
cient  to  throw  a  whole  province  into  a  panic  ;  but 
what  feemcd  ftrangely  inconfiftent,  was,  that  near 
60,000  men,  with  an  immenfe  naval  force,  (liould  be 
fent  to  reduce  thefc  cov^^ards  and  poltroons.  This 
fort  of  an  inconfidency  plainly  fhewed  that  the  miniftry 
had  no  true  intelligence  of  matters  of  faft,  but  were 
ready  to  believe  thofe  flavifh  wretches  their  governors 
in  America,  who  only  told  them  (lories  agreeable  to 
their  depraved  inclinations,  and  fuited  their  lies  to 
their  own  intereft,  and  the  ambition  of  the  court. 

Their  affair  of  Saratoga,  was  a  difmai  commentary 
upon  the  ignorance  and  inconfiftency  of  the  Minden 
Hero  and  his  brethren  ;  he  could  not  now  deny  that 
one  of  the  beft  appointed  armies  that  ever  had  been 
fent  from  Europe  to  America  had  been  obliged  to  de- 
liver up  their  arms,  and  furrender  to  thofe  that  he 
had  reprefented  as  a  contemptible  rabble,  without  dif- 
cipline.  It  w^as  now  that  the  minifters  began  to  talk 
of  peace,  and  to  affirm  what  all  the  world  know  to  be 
falfe,  that  they  were  inclined  to  peace  from  the  begin- 
ning; but  the  truth  of  the  matter  was,  they  could 
not  tell  what  to  fay:  they  were  catched  in  their  own 
Inare,  and  entangled  in  toils  of  their  own  making,-^ 
They  now  began  to  feel  that  the  American  war  was 
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a  very  lerious  aflfairj  and  produced  events  totally 
beyond  the  reach  of  their  apprehcnfion.  But  what 
methods  to  purfue  were  not  eafily  to  be  determined  j 
they  had  not  wifdom  to  devife  proper  plans  ;  they  had 
no  defire  for  peace,  and  they  knew  not  how  to  carry 
on  the  war.  Their  enemies  began  now  to  colleft  all 
their  miicarriages,  and  point  out  their  caufes.  Among 
many  others,  the  hiring  and  employing  favages  was 
fully  difcufied;  and  it  mufl  be  allowed  that  this  mea- 
fure  will,  as  long  as  the  hiftory  thereof  is  handed  down 
to  poilerity,  dilgrace  the  preient  reign,  and  thofe  mi- 
nifters  that  promoted  it.  The  fums  fpent  in  hiring 
lavages  were  enormous,  and  their  fervice  rather  hurt- 
ful than  ufeful  to  thole  who  employed  them,  and  adif- 
grace  to  any  government.  Their  method  of  making 
war  is  horrible  and  fhocking  to  the  manners  of  all  ci- 
vilized nations;  it  far  exceeds  the  ferocity  of  any  other 
barbarians  that  have  been  recorded  by  either  ancient 
or  modern  hiftory.  Thefe  favages  have  but  two 
principal  objedts  in  all  their  wars;  the  one  is  the  in- 
dulgence of  their  native  cruelty,  by  the  deftruftion,  or 
if  poffible,  the  extermination  of  their  enemies;  and 
the  other,  which  depends  upon  the  former  is  the  glo- 
ry of  acquiring  the  greateft  number  of  fcalps,  which 
are  hung  up  and  preferved  with  the  greateft  care  in 
their  huts,  as  perpetual  trophies  of  viftory,  conqueft, 
and  perfonal  prowefs. 

As  they  have  neither  pecuniary  emoluments,  nor 
thofe  honorary  titles  cr  diitmdions  which  are  lb  flat- 
tering in  civilized  nations  to  beftow,  the  rewards  of 
danger  and  warfare  con  fifts  inhuman  fcalps,  in  human 
flelli,  and  the  gratifications  arifing  from  torturing, 
mangling,  roafting  alive  by  flow  fires,  and  frequently 
even  devouring  their  captives.  Thefe  are  the  re- 
wards 
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wards  of  Indian  warriors,  and  fuch  are  the  horrors  of 
an  Indian  war.  There  is  one  apology  which  the  ini- 
nillry  nnade  for  employing  the  favages,  namely,  that 
if  his  Majefty  had  not  employed  them,  that  the  rebels 
would  have  done  it.  But  this^  like  many  others  of 
their  apologies,  was  without  all  foundation.  There 
was  no  proof  or  evidence  that  the  coionifts  ever  in- 
tended to  employ  thele  barbarians,  or  had  they  ever 
attempted  to  enter  into  any  offenfive  alliance  with 
them.  All  that  ever  they  defired  of  them  was,  that 
they  would  obferve  a  flrict  neutrality,  and  be  quiet. — 
They  had  actually  entered  into  a  treaty  of  neutrality 
wich  five  famous  Indian  nations,  which  our  miniftry 
had  bribed  to  violate,  and  to  a6t  ofFenfively  againft 
the  colonies.  At  the  very  time  the  Americans  were 
entering  into  treaties  of  neutrality  with  as  many  of 
the  favages  as  they  could  perfuade  to  that  meafure, 
the  Britifh  agents  under  the  direftion  of  the  miniftry, 
were  hiring  the  barbarians  to  deftroy  the  fubjeds  of 
the  empire  t'rom  one  end  of  America  to  another.-— 
This  was  demonftrated  by  feverai  papers  they  came  be- 
fore the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

The  wickednefs  of  this  infernal  fcheme  v/ill  cleave 
to  the  authors  of  it,  and,  like  a  millilone,  fink  down  to 
deftruction  all  the  other  meafurcs  that  ever  they  fhall 
be  engaged  inj  for  the  hiftory  of  mankind  cannot 
fliew  a  fingle  inftance  where  providence  ever  honour- 
ed any  perfons  by  being  inftruments  of  doing  good, 
who  had  wilfully  and  obftinately  perfifted  in  doing 
fo  much  evil.  For  the  (like  of  having  the  afTiIlance 
of  favage  butchers  to  maffacre  old  men,  women  and 
children,  the  government  paid  the  enormous  ium  of 
150,0001.  though  they  never  could  bring  above  7  or 
800  of  them  into  the  field.  It  is  a  thing  beyond  all 
Vol.  II.  C  c  c  difpute 
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difpute,  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  miniftry 
to  qualh  what  they  called  rtrbellion,  but   to  extripate 

the  whole  race  of  thofe  makontenas  in  America. 

For  if  it  had  been  their  intention  to  have  put  an  end. 
to  the  rebellion,  they  would  undoubtedly  have  purfu- 
ed  wifer  meafures  than  they  have  ever  yet  done.  It 
affords  but  a  melancholy  reflection  to  the  fubjedls 
of  Great  Britain  to  find  that  the  morality  of  this  war 
is  always  put  out  of  the  quellion,  and  the  necefiity 
for  carrying  it  on  is  urged  upon  principles  that  would 
difgrace  Indian  favages.  We  have  pafied  the  Rubicon^ 
and  have  entered  the  field  of  difgrace  and  ruin,  and 
for  that  reafon  we  mufl  not  retraft,  but  go  on  from 
evil  to  worfe.  Such  principles  ofaclion,  when  read 
in  hiftory  by  impartial  future  ages,  will  make  our  pof- 
terity  fhudder  to  think  from  what  a  ftrange  race  of 
men  they  have  defcended. 

Notwithflanding  the  folly  and  madnefs  of  all  the 
fchemes  of  the  miniftry  concerning  this  war,  the  prime 
minifter  in  theHoufe  of  Commons  had  the  effrontery 
to  declare,  "  that  events  had  turned  out  very  differ- 
ently from  v/hat  he  had  reafon-  to  expeft."  It  is  not 
eafy  to  fay  what  idea  fome  men  have  of  providence, 
but  if  this  minifter  aftually  believes  that  there  is  a  di- 
vine providence  he  would  have  no  reafon  to  believe 
that  things  would  fall  out  oiherwife  than  they  have 
happened;  for  among  all  the  reafons  affigned  for  this 
tinjuft  and  unrighteous  war,  there  is  not  one  that  any 
fbber  man  could  fatisfy  his  confcience  with  or  declare 
was  worthy  of  the  blood  of  one  fingle  fubjed. 

As  the  miniftry  now  on  account  of  neceffity,  began 
to  think  of  terms  of  reconciliation  with  the  colonies, 
a  great  part  of  the  public  debates  of  parliament,  and 
difputes  through  the  nation,  were  employed  on   that 

fubje(ft. 
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'fubjeift. The  bill  icfelf,  and  the  commiffioners  ap- 
pointed to  manage  the  negociaiion  did  not  promife 
fair  for  a  reconciliation 3 — they  were. all  the  meaneR 
creatures  of  the  court,  and  of  the  ir.iniftry  that  were 
appointed  to  this  commifiion:  and  though  in  their 
own  efteem  and  that  of  their  friends,  they  were  confi- 
dered  great  men,  yet  no  particular  action  of  their 
whole  lives  had  fo  dvftinguifhed  them  as  to  give  a  fanc- 
tion  to  their  appointment.  The  whole  of  this  pro- 
ceeding v/as  confidered  by  wife  men  rather  as  a  mi- 
nifueriai  farce,  than  a  real  intention  of  reconciliation 
with  the  colonies.  It  was  eafily  forefeen  what  would 
be  the  iffue  of  this  comic  opera,  both  from  the  fea-  . 
fon  in  which  it  was  propofed  to  be  acled,  as  well  as 
from  the  wifdom  of  the  managers,  and  the  abilities  of 
the  actors  on  the  fide  of  Great  Britain.  A  treaty  was 
already  concluded  between  France  and  America, 
which  was  not  likely  to  be  difannulled  by  the  con- 
grefs  for  the  fake  of  pleafing  a  mini  (try  that  had  wan- 
tonly and  cruelly  fhed  the  blood  of  their  beft  and  near- 
eft  friends  and  relations.  Nor  were  they  likely  to 
break  their  faith  and  their  firft  public  treaty  with  a  new 
ally,  and  fo  expofe  their  infidelity  to  all  the  world, 
for  the  advantage  of  a  parent  ftate,  that  had  behaved 
as  a  barbarous  and  cruel  ftep-mother.  And  fuppofe 
there  had  been  no  fuch  obflacles  in  the  way,  was  it 
probable  that  they  would  liften  to  any  terms  from  the 
prefent  miniftry  or  their  agents.  The  whole  of  this 
political  farce  was  confidered  as  only  a  fcheme  to  wafle 
a  little  money  upon  a  needy  nobleman  and  other  two 
minifterial  favourites.  One  of  which  had  for  fome 
time  gained  the  confidence  of  the  people  by  ading  the 
hypocrite,  and  had  been  in  training  by  the  mover  of 
the  puppets  for  fome  years,  and  was  judged  worth.y  to 
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aft  a  part  in  this  nev/  comedy.  The  whole  of  the 
proceedings  at  honne  concerning  this  conciliatory  bill, 
convinced  all  parties  before  the  commiffioners  departs 
ed  what  would  be  the  fuccefs  of  their  commiffion. 

While  matters  were  agitated  at  home  according  to 
the  different  humours  and  difpofitions  of  party,  a  fort 
of  key  to  the  commiflioners  with  refpect  to  their  fuc- 
cefs, was  fent  through  the  medium  of  General  Bur- 
goyne  to  the  Earl  of  Thanet,  by   General  Gates,  one 
of  the  commanding  officers  in  the  American  fervice. 
This  conquering  General   declares  his  concern  at  the 
unhappy  rupture  between    the   mother    country  and 
the  colonies,  and  fays  that  he  could  not  help  feeling 
for  the  misfortunes  brought  upon   his  native  country 
by  the  wickednefs  of  that   admin  ift  rati  on  who  began 
and  had  continued  that  unjuft,  impolitic,  cruel,  aad 
unnatural  war.     He  ftates,  that  the  difmembering  of 
the  empire,  the  lofs  of  commerce,  of  power  and  con- 
fequence  amongfl:  the  nations,  with  the   downfall  of 
public  credit,   are   but   the  beginnings  of  thofe  evils 
•which    muft  inevitably   be   followed    by  a    thoufand 
more,  unlefs  timely  prevented  by  fome  lenient  hand, 
fome  ftate  phyfician,  with  the  firmnefs,  integrity,  and 
the  abilities  of  a  Chatham,  joined  to  the  wifdom^  vir- 
tue, and  juftice  of  a  Camden.      Such  a  man,   he  ob- 
ferved,  aided  by  perfons  as  independent  in  their  for- 
tunes  as  unfullied  in   their  honours,   and  who  never 
bowed  their  heads  to  Baal,  might  yet  fave  the  finking 
Hate.     But  that  great  objeft  could  only  be  obtained, 
he  added,   by  confirming  that    independency,  which 
the  people  of  the  continent  of  America  were  deter- 
mined only  to  part  with  along  with  their  lives.    Such 
a  minifter,  he  faid,  v/ould  do  as  all  other  wife  ftatel- 
men  had  done  before  hini.     He  would  be  true  to  the 
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interefts  and  welfare  of  his  country,  and  by  refcinding 
the  refolutions  paffed  to  fiipport  that  fydem  which  no 
power  on  earth  can  eftablifli,  he  will  endeavour  to  re- 
flore  fo  much  of  the  empire  in  profperity  and  honour, 
as  the  circumilances  of  the  times  and  the  mal-admini- 
ftration  of  thofe  who  ruled  before  him,  have  left  to  his 
government.  The  United  States  of  America  were, 
he  faid,  willing  to  be  the  friends,  but  would  never 
fubmit  to  be  the  flavcs  of  the  parent  Hate.  They  are, 
faid  he,  by  confinguinity,  by  commerce,  by  language, 
and  by  affections,  which  naturally  fpring  from  thefe, 
-4aore  attached  to  England  than  to  any  other  country 
under  the  fun.  Therefore,  added  he,  fpurn  not  the 
bleffing  that  yet  remains.  InRantly  withdraw  your 
fleets  and  arm.ies,  cultivate  the  friendlhip  and  com- 
merce of  America.  Thus  and  thus  only  can  England 
hope  to  be  great  and  happy.  Seek  that  in  a  commer- 
cial alliance;  feek  it  ere  it  be  too  late,  for  there  only 
you  mull  expedl  to  find  it.  Thefe  were  hints  which 
the  miniftry  might  have  profited  by,  had  not  the 
things  that  belonged  to  their  own,  and  the  nation's 
peace  been  hid  from  their  eyes. 

After  thefe  hints,  and  others  of  the  like  kind  that 
had  been  frequently  given  by  the  greaceft  authority  in 
America,  it  was  altogether  vain  to  fend  commifTioners 
with  any  other  powers  than  what  had  an  immediate 
relation  to  grant  fully  and  freely  thofe  leading  objefts 
of  this  great  conted.  The  commifTioners  were  far 
from  men  of  either  the  character  or  capacity  of  a 
Chatham  or  a  Camden,  and  the  miniflry  were  far 
from  granting  fuch  powers  as  were  necelfary  to  ac- 
coraplifh  a  reconciliation.  This  letter  which  was  in- 
tended as  a  friendly  hint  to  Great  Britain,  was  not  al- 
lov/ed  to  be  read  in  the  houfe  where  it  was  commu- 
nicated 
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nicated.  This  had  no  friendly  afped,  at  a  time  when 
com  mi  01  oners  were  going  to  America  to  treat  about 
reconciliation  ;  and  it  plainly  ihewed,  that  diffimula- 
tion  and  hypocrify  were  at  the  foundation  of  the  whole 
proceeding.  There  could  be  no  more  difhonour  in 
reading  a  letter  fent  by  the  rebel  officer,  than  in  fending 
commiffioncrs  to  negociaie  with  rebel  dates.  But 
■when  men  once  fall  into  the  maze  of  inconfiftency, 
there  is  no  end  of  their  wandering.  The  Britidi  mi- 
niftry  wanted  one  effential  principal  neceffliry  in  all 
reconciliations,  and  that  is,  the  fpirit  of  forgivenefs ; 
they- v/ere  determined  at  the  fame  time  that  they  pro- 
pofed  a  reconciliation,  to  remember  their  old  claims, ' 
and  indulge  their  fuppofuion  of  rebellion  and  difaffec- 
tion  in  the  charader  of  the  colonifts.  And  it  would 
require  more  charity  than  the  nature  of  the  thing  ad- 
mits of,  for  thofe  that  are  any  way  acquainted  with 
the  charafter  of  the  Britifh  miniftry  to  believe  that 
they  intended  fincerely  to  promote  a  reconciliation. — 
Had  they  acflually  intended  to  have  promoted  this  de- 
firable  end,  they  would  have  withdrawn  their  fleets 
and  armies,  and  fliewed  fome  figns  of  forgivenefs  by 
removing  the  objects  of  terror  and  deftrudtion.  This 
would  have  intimated  a  dilpofition  of  being  reconciled, 
and  inclined  the  minds  of  the  Americans  to  have 
iiftenedto  an  accommodation.  But  men  coming  with 
arms  in  their  hands,  did  not  fhew  very  fignificanc 
marks  of  reconciliation.  It  was  generally  fuppofed 
that  the  influence  of  contra6lors,  and  other  minifteriai 
tools,  a  fort  of  political  vermin,  that  live  upon  the 
ruin  and  fores  of  the  public,  had  a  mighty  hand  in  pre- 
x-enting  the  fuccefs  of  all  conciliatory  meafures,  by  vo- 
ting on  the  fide  of  every  motion  that  any  way  tend- 
ed to  clog  the  negociation.     Among  thefe  devourers 
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of  the  coii.inuinitVj  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  war  and 
the  honour  of  the  nation,  were  confl:ant  topics  of  ar- 
gument, when  their  real  meaning  was  their  own  intc- 
reft  and  emolument.  Whik  parliament  were  debate- 
ing  concerning  a  method  of  reconciliation,  the  French 
had  acftually  figned  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  the 
Americans,  and  had  a  fleet  ready  to  fail  tO'  fupport  it. 
Of  all  this  the  minidry  were  either  ignorant,  or  an 
leall  pretended  to  be  fo  i  and  when  they  wf^re  requir- 
ed to  fpec\k  explicitly  upon  the  fubjeft,  replied  they 
had  only  heard  of  thefe  thinss.  It  was  not  loner  till 
the  miniiler  was  obliged  to  bring  the  French  King's 
declaration  to  the  Floiife,  with  many  grievous  com- 
plaints of  the  treachery  of  the  French,  and  their  per- 
fidy, in  breaking  the  faith  of  treaties.  This  was  con- 
fidered  as  a  defervedrub  to  the  minifler  and  the  am- 
bafTador  at  Paris,  who  had  not  endeavoured  to  be  bet- 
ter informed  concerning  matters  of  fo  great  import- 
ance to  the  nation.  As  to  the  breach  offaith  in  tranf- 
grefiing  treaties,  it  did  not  appear  that  there  was  any 
treaties  that  confidered  the  American  independence 
as  forbidden  in  it  j  or  that  the -French  might  not  enter 
into  a  treaty  with  thefe  colonifts,  provided  they  were 
free  dates,  as  well  as  England  did  with  the  States  of 
Holland.  The  charge  of  perfidy,  fuppafing  the  French 
might  in  former  cafes  have  deferved  it,  could  not  in 
this  be  fo  well  applied  to  them  ;  and  it  was  confidered 
as  a  minifterial  cant  uied  in  ail  cafe  when  nations  enter- 
ed into  war. 

The  doctrine  of  French  perfidy  was  fully  publilhed 
by  the  friends  of  the  minifter,  more  with  a  defign  to. 
inflame  the  nation  againft  the  Americans  than  againfl: 
the  Honfe  of  Bourbon.  It  was  believed  that  the  peo- 
ple in  general  would  nov/  confider   the  war  in  a  new 

light 
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light  and  engage  heartily  againft  the  colonifts,  be- 
caiife  they  had  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  French 
King.  Whatever  might  be  the  fecret  views  and  de- 
fignsof  the  parties,  yet  there  appeared  nothing  in  the 
face  of  the  public  tranfaftions,  uncommon,  unjuft,  or 
unreafonable.  The  miniftry  had,  by  a  coiirfe  of  voi- 
ient  andunconftitutional  meafures,  driven  the  colonifts 
to  a  ftate  of  independency,  and  they  had  now  pub- 
liflied  that  independency,  and  declared  themfelves  free 
ftates  to  the  world.  In  the  view  of  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, the  American  colonies  belonged  no  more  to 
Great  Britain  than  the  United  States  of  Holland  be- 
longed to  the  Spanifh  monarchy:  they  could  not  in 
entering  into  any  treaty  with  the  thirteen  colonies, 
or  ftates  in  America,  be  confidered  as  guilty  of  in- 
fringing  any  treaty  that  had  been  formerly  made  be- 
tween any  nations  in  Europe,  unlefs  this  cafe  had  been 
exprefted  in  fuch  a  treaty.  It  was  undoubtedly  as  lit-  . 
tie  imagined  by  any  ftate  in  Europe  that  Great  Bri- 
tain Vv^ould  have  behaved  fo  impolitically  as  to  drive 
her  colonies  to  the  ttep  they  had  now  taken,  as  that  it 
is  unjuft  for  any  power  in  Europe  to  enter  into  a  treaty 
of  commerce  with  them.  The  whole  force  of  this 
charge  of  perfidy  depends  upon  the  juftice  of  our 
conduct  with  America,  and  of  her  right  to  declare 
herfelf  independent,  when  (ht  could  not  poft^efs  thofe 
natural  rights  which  the  laws  of  England  have  fecur- 
ed  to  all  the  fubjefts  of  the  Britifli  empire.  It  might 
not  even  be  incumbent  upon  the  French  to  enquire 
into  the  nature  of  the  claims  of  parties;  the  queftion 
which  they  principally  were  concerned  to  know  was, 
the  matter  of  faft,  whether  the  colonifts  v/ere  inde- 
pendent ftates?  If  Great  Britain  in  her  hour  of  fol- 
ly and  madnefs,  had  driven  them  from  her,  it  was  no 

perfidy 
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perfidy  in  any  other  nations  to  ferve  their  own  intereft 
by  entering  into  a  commercial  negociation  with  them. 

The  idea  of  the  treachery  of  the  French,  and  that 
now  the  caiifes  of  the  war  were  changed,  or  at  lead 
in  fome  meafure  altered,  produced  a  wonderful  change 
upon  the  minds  of  many  who  otherwife  difapproved 
the  proceedings  againft  the  Americans.  Some  by 
confounding  the  ideas  of  the  juftice  of  the  American 
refinance,  with  thofe  of  the  injuflice  of  the  French  in- 
terference,  began    to  view  them    as  one  obje6l,  and 

thought  that  the  whole   was  now  a  French  war: ^ 

and  others  through  the  hope  of  particular  gain,  en- 
gaged heartily  in  the  conteft,  and  commenced  hoftili- 
ties  for  the  fake  of  plunder.  A  great  number  uf  pri- 
vateers were  fitted  out  by  combinations  o^  merchants, 
and  gentlemen,  to  diftrefs  the  trade  of  the  French, 
under  the  notion  that  the  French  were  their  enemies 
for  making  a  treaty  with  the  colonilb,  by  which  their 
monopoly  of  trade  v/as  interrupted.  The  juftice  and 
morality  of  the  caufe  were  totally  put  out  of  the 
queftion,  and  private  intereft  was  the  grand  fpring  of 
aftion  and  leading  motive  for  manfiaughter,  blood- 
Ihed,  and  plunder. 

The  convention  of  Saratoga  had  for  fome  time 
been  matter  of  altercation  at  home;  the  troops  who 
were  made  prifoners  of  war  had  not  been  fent  home 
according  to  agreement,  and  the  minifterial  writers 
were  now  bufily  employed  in  publifhing  the  perfidy  of 
the  Americans,  as  well  as  the  treachery  of  the  French^ 
The  caufe  and  circumftances  of  this  delay  were  not 
as  yet  known  in  Britain,  and  every  one  was  left  to  in- 
dulge his  own  conjecture.  As  nothing  could  be  affirm- 
ed for  certain,  the  hirelings  of  the  miniftry,  whofe 
confciences  generally  are  not  very  Icrupulous  with  re- 
Vol.  II.  D  d  d  gard 
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gard  to  trutli,  founded  with  aloud  alarm,  that  all  the 
articles  of  convention  had  been  broken  by  the  con- 
grefs,  and  they  as  well  as  the  French,  were  a  faithlefs 
as  well  as  rebellious  afiembly.  As  circumftances  con- 
cerning this  tranladion  were  not  fufficientiy  known  for 
impartial  perions  to  foim  a  judgment  upon,  thefe 
fcribblers  were  fuffered  to  go  on  without  any  reply 
or  contradiftion.  The  .oround  of  this  accufation  was 
a  complaint  of  the  Brmfli  officers  concerning  their 
quarters  near  Bofton,  as  being  neither  conformable  to 
their  expeflation  nor  rank,  or  to  the  terms  of  conven- 
tion and  capitulation,  Upon  this  head,  General  Bur- 
goyne  in  his  complaint  to  the  congreis,  had  expreffed 
himfelf  in  ftrong  terms,  which  they  confidered  as 
charging  them  with  a  violation  of  the  conditions  of  the 
convention,  and  with  a  defign  in  him  and  his  men  to 
confider  the  capitulation  as  broken,  for  as  he  had 
charged  them  with  infringing  the  articles,  they  con- 
ceived that  he  did  not  confider  himfelf  bound  by  them, 
■vvhen  once  he  and  his  men  were  out  of  their  power. — - 
They  alfo  infilled  that  they  had  fufficient  reafons  to  be- 
lieve that  the  foldiers  had  not  delivered  up  all  their  ac- 
coutrements, which  they  confidered  as  a  breach  of  the 
articles  of  capitulation.  Their  refolution  upon  this 
head  the  writers  of  the  Annual  Regifter  call  a  paltry 
refolution,  fhameful  in  its  nature,  and  highly  difgrace- 
ful  to  the  congrefs.  But  thefe  authors  ought  to  have 
remembered  that  thofe  that  are  unfaithful  in  little  will 
alfo  be  unfaithful  in  much;  and  one  article  of  conven- 
tion IS  really  as  binding  as  another.  The  charge  of 
infringing  the  capitulation  depends  upon  the  matters 
of  fact,  whether  the  men  did  fecret  their  accoutre- 
ments, or  whether  the  Americans  could  really  afford 
the  Britiih  officers  as  good  quarters  as    they    thought 

they 
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they  had  reafon  to  expetl  from  their  rank,  and  tht 
terms  of'  capitulation?  The  authors  already  mention- 
ed are  obliged  to  acknowledge,  that  the  Britiili  com- 
manders had  made  a  requifition  of  fome  deviation 
from  the  terms  of  convention,  which  they  fay  was  ra- 
ther unlucky  in  point  of  time-.  They  had  requefted 
the  embarkation  of  the  convention  troops,  either  at 
the  found,  near  New- York,  or  at  R.hodc  Iflan-J,  in- 
flead  of  Bofton,  which  was  the  place  appointed  for 
their  departure.  And  in  confequence  of  the  hope 
entertained  that  this  propofal  would  have  been  com- 
plied with,  the  tranfporcs  for  the  conveyance  were  af- 
iembled  at  Rhode  Ifland.  The  congrefs  refufed  to 
comply  with  this  requifition,  alledging  that  it  afford- 
ed grounds  of  fufpicion,  that  the  meafure  was  propo- 
fed  merely  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  the  convention 
troops,  to  join  their  fellows  with  an  intention  of  mak- 
ing fome  pretence  for  evading  or  breaking  the  terms 
of  capitulation,  and  continuing  to  a6t  in  America  to 
the  great  detrim.ent  of  the  common  caufe.  What 
confirmed  this  fufpicion,  they  faid,  was,  that  the  26 
tranfports  which  were  provided  at  Rhode-Ifland  were 
infufficient  for  the  conveyance  of  5  or  6000  men  in  a 
winter  voyage  to  Europe:  and  that  in  the  prefent  ftate 
of  things,  with  refpect  to  provifions  both  in  the  Bri- 
ti(h  fleet  and  army,  it  was  fcarcely  pofTible  that  thev 
could  have  been  vidualkd  for  fo  long  a  voyage  and 
fo  great  a  number  of  men  in  fo  fliort  a  time.  When 
all  thofe  things  are  confidered  it  will  not  appear  fo 
plain  that  the  Americans  tranfgrefled  the  articles  of 
convention;  but  that  it  there  was  any  inningemenc 
of  them,  that  it  was  on  the  part  of  (Treat  Britain  and 
Jier  officers.  But  what  confirms  the  matter,  that  the 
colonifts  did  not  break  the  convention,  is,  what  Gene- 
ral B.urgoyne  declared  in  the   Houfe  of  Comm.ons, 

D  d  d  2  namely, 
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namely,  that  the  convention  was  not  broken,  but  fuf^ 
pended,  which  was  owing  to  our  own  goyernnnent  not 
ratifying  the  agreement.  It  appears  now  perfedlly 
clear  from  what  that  General  hath  himfelf  acknow- 
ledged, that  the  Americans  have  had  good  reafons  for 
"what  they  have  donej  and  all  that  the  hirelings  of  the 
court  have  faid  is  no  more  than  that  common  (lander 
which  they  threw  forth  againft  ail  whom  they  do  not 
confider  in  their  intereft. 

The  colonifts  on  their  part  accufe  our  armies  of  the 
greatefb  barbarities  and  cruelty,  which  they  executed 
upon  inoffenfive  women,  old   men,  and  children,  un- 
provoked, and  for  no  reafonj  unlefs  to  fatisfy  an  innate 
principle  of  wanton  favagenefs,  equal  to  that  of  their 
brethren  of  the  Indian  tribes.     It  were  to  be  wifhed, 
that  the  Bricifh  troops  had  behaved  with  more  huma- 
nity, both  for  the  fake  of  their  own  charafter  and  that 
of  the  nation  they  belonged  toj    but  when  the  caufes 
and  firfl  principles  of  the  war  are  confidered,  the  ex- 
ecution and  effects  of  it  could  not  be  well  expelled  tq 
be  otherwife  than   they   have  happened.     The  Ame- 
ricans were  firft  painted  in  all  the  ugly  and  deteftable 
colours   of  difaffedion  and  rebellion,  and  reprefented 
as  a  people  of  the  moft  abominable  and  factious  prin- 
ciples;   unv/orthy  of  favour,    fair  play,  or  even  exift- 
ence.     Men  in  a  military   profefiion  are  not  in  gene- 
ral over  nice  in  examining  the  truth  of  government 
defcripcions;   they  are  irs  fervants,   and  reckon  them- 
felvcs  obliged  to  obey  the  mandates  thereof  implicitly. 
The  fcvcial  ads  of  feverity  which  they  com.mit,  they 
generally   impute  to   their   orders,    and    coafider   the 
adlions  and  the  guile  which  attends  them,  the  proper- 
ty of  their  employers.     Slaughter  to  them  appears  in 
the  fame  light  with  their  other  military  exerciies,  a  ne- 
■ '.      ■  ■  ceffary 
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cefiary  efFeft  of  fuperior  command,  for  which  the  firll 
authority  is  only  accountable.  The  burning  of  iEfo- 
pus,  and  killing  fo  many  unarmed  poeple,  though  ic 
may  appear  to  thofe  who  view  objects  in  a  moral  li.ghc 
as  fhockingly  cruel,  in  the  firfl  inftance,  yet  to  loidiers 
it  appears  no  more  than  an  accident  of  war,  with 
which  no  man's  conicience  was  concerned. 

It  is  fomewhat  furprizing,  that  the  humanity  with 
which  General  Gates  treated  General  Burgoyne  and 
his  army,  fhould  not  have  had  Tome  effect  upon  the 
future  condu6l  of  our  army,  and  made  them  more 
merciful  to  people  who  had  (hev/n  fo  much  clemencv 
to  their  brethren.  Yet  ail  this  favour  and  politenefs 
fhewn  by  the  colonifts  was  repaid  by  frelli  and  repeat- 
ed a£ts  of  military  barbarity.  Such  is  the  caprice  of 
erroneous  principles  when  once  they  are  alTumedj  that 
they  difpofe  men  to  reafon  prepofleroufly  and  to  draw 
conclufions  that  cannot  be  jullly  inferred  from  any 
data  given  in  reafon  or  human  nature.  It  was  ar- 
gued in  defence  of  Britilli  cruelty,  that  the  objeds 
thereof  were  rebels,  and  that  no  cruelty  to  fuch  was 
unjurt;  that  it  came  not  under  the  notion  of  cruelty, 
but  juftice,  which  was  abfolutely  necefTary  to  fupporc 
the  honour  of  the  laws  and  the  government.  That 
the  mercy  fhewn  by  the  Americans  proceeded  from  a 
confcioufnefs  of  their  error  and  guilt,  or  from  an  hy- 
pocritical policy  to  throw  a  reproach  upon  our  army, 

by  unprincipled  a6ls  of  clemency. This  method  of 

reafoning  proceeded  upon  taking  for  granted  a  point 
which  is  yet  exceedingly  doubtful;  namely,  that  the 
grounds  of  the  war  on  the  part  of  Britain  were  iu'ih- 
ciently  clear  and  juft;  and  that  the  principles  of  rebel- 
lion on  the  fide  of  the  colonifts  were  abundantly  plain 

from  our  laws  and  conftitution, ■ Thefe  are  points 

which 
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which  ought  to  hc've  been  felf- evident  before  the  war 
had  been  begun;  and  beyond  all  lufpicion  before  it 
had  been  carried  on  with  To  much  leverity  and  blood- 
ihed. 

Whatever  might  be  the  opinions  of  the  miniflry, 
the  nation  in  general  were  of  a  different  opinion; 
the  people  were  fhocked  at  the  reports  of  fuch 
unprovoked  a6ls  of  barbarity,  and  fpoke  with  great 
freedom  concerning  the  authors  of  the  war. 
The  common  people  in  general,  by  following  nature 
more  clofely  than  thole  in  high  life,  judge  with  more 
impartiality  concerning  right  and  wrong;  their  minds 
are  not  warped  by  the  prejudices  of  party,  nor  entan- 
gled in  the  toils  of  court  fophiftry  and  intrigue. 

Vox  populi — vox  Dsiy  is  a  more  univerfal  rule  than  a 
great  many  people  will  allow  it  to  be;  the  people,  un- 
iefs  when  very  powerful  means  are  ufed  to  corrupt 
them,  feldom  judge  wrong  concerning  public  affairs; 
and  though  by  courtiers  and  minifterial  demagogues, 
they  are  accounted  the  fcum  of  the  earth,  yet  they  are 
rather  the  fait  thereof,  from  whence  the  favour  of 
truth  flows,  and  is  difcerned  among  them  when  it  is  to 
be  perceived  no  where  elfe. 

As  the  congrefs  were  inexorable  with  regard  to  all 
the  folicitations  and  remonftranccs  of  General  Bur- 
goyne  and  the  Britifh  officers,  and  their  meafures  ap- 
peared now  to  be  fettled  points  with  them.  It  was  al- 
ledged,  that  their  refolution,  which  fufpended  the  ra- 
tification of  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  proceeded 
from  the  expectation  of  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  be- 
tween them  and  France;  and  that  they  only  made  the 
non-ratilication  of  the  convention  by  Great  Britain  a 
pretence  for  their  not  fulfilling  their  part  of  the  agree- 
n:ent.     All  this  is  exceedingly  problematical.     Thp' 

thefe 
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thefe  circnm  [lances  might  each  of  them  have  their  par- 
ticular influence,  yet  they  had  warrantable  grounds  to 
fufpend  the  convention.  It  was  neceffary  that  the 
quarters  of  the  convention  troops  fhould  be  difcharg- 
ed  by  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  which  as  yet 
had  taken  no  fteps  for  that  purpofe,  nor  given  any 
fecurity  for  defraying  the  expences  which  the  troops 
had  incurred  during  thier  flay  atBofton.  Tiiere  is  no 
doubt  but  as  they  had  reafonable  caufcs  for  fufpend- 
ino;  the  convention,  that  iltcy  had  alfo  other  political 
reafons  for  making  ufc  of  thefe  caufes.  They  were 
clofely  preffed  by  a  part  of  the  King's  forces,  at  that 
time  in  aftual  poffelTion,  of  the  mod  confiderable  of 
their  cities,  for  greatnefs,  wealth,  and  commanding 
fituation,  they  confidered  that  fufFering  thofe  conven- 
tion troops  to  be  fcnt  to  Europe  from  whence  they 
mio-h  be  eafily  replaced,  would  turn  the  fcajes  of  war 
againli  them.,  and  therefore  as  they  had  fufFicient 
proofs  of  the  troops  having  in  fome  inllances  tranfgref- 
fed  the  convention,  though  they  might  have  in  other 
cafes  overlooked  fuch  a  tranfgrefTion:  yet  as  their 
own  fafety  depended  much  upon  the  opportunity  they 
now  had  of  taking  the  advantage  thereof,  they  reck- 
oned them.felves  fuuiciently  jullified  in  what  they  did. 
It  is  noc  in  any  degree  doubtful  that  our  miniftry,  not- 
withftanding  all  their  complaints  ot  infidelity  on  the 
part  of  the  coloniils,  would  have  taken  the  fame  ad- 
vantage of  circumftances  of  the  fame  nature. 

It  does  not  however  appear  that  the  Americans 
were  influenced  by  any  certainty  of  the  treaty  wit!i 
France,  when  they  palled  their  refolution  fufpending 
the  ratification  of  the  convention,  for  the  refolution 
was  pafled  on  the  8th  of  January,  and  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty  did  no:  arrive  in  America  till  the  2d  of 

Mav. 
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May.  The  colonifis  were  fufficiently  provoked  to 
take  fome  rciblute  fleps,  for  their  country  was  mod 
dreadfully  harraffed,  walled,  and  burnt  by  our  troops. 
The  Bricifh  forces,  inftcad  of  carrying  on  a  regular 
war,  began  now  to  aft  as  free-booters  and  plunder- 
ers. Colonel  Abercromby  made  fome  predatory  ex- 
curfions  into  the  Jerlies,  and  on  the  Delaware,  where 
he  killed  fome  men,  and  carried  off  as  much  booty  as 
he  could  find.  By  our  accounts  at  home  he  fullained 
no  lofs  in  thefe  excurfions ;  but  from  fome  accounts 
which  have  been  received  from  that  quarter  of  the 
world,  is  confidently  affirmed  that  his  lofs  was  great- 
er than  his  advantages 3  and  that  though  he  did  much 
mifchief,  that  he  paid  well  for  it  in  lofs  of  men,  which 
then  was  fcverely  felt.  The  lofs  of  the  Americans  on 
thefe  occafions  was  exceedingly  great,  but  this  only 
tended  to  exafperate  them,  and  not  to  humble  themj 
it  roufed  their  fpirits,  but  did  not  deprefs  them, 
and  they  exerted  all  their  powers  to  make  reprifals 
whenever  they  could  find  an  opportunity.  Their  pri- 
vateers were  in  general  pretty  fuccefsful  in  taking 
Britilli  vefTels,  and  ventured  even  fo  far  as  to  make  at- 
tacks upon  our  coafts.  Cunningham  and  Jones,  two 
captains  of  privateers,  created  much  alarm  upon  the 
coafts  of  Ireland  and  Scotland,  and  the  latter  had 
well  nigh  let  fire  to  Whitehaven  on  the  coaft  of  Eng- 
land; he  landed  fome  of  his  men  in  the  bay  of  Kircud- 
bright, and  plundered  the  houfe  of  Lord  Selkirk,  of  all 
the  plate  that  was  in  it.  And  it  is  fuppofed  that  had  his 
Lordfhip  been  at  home,  that  Jones  intended  to  have 
carried  him  offa  prifoner.  The  enormity  of  this  of- 
fence of  Captain  Jones  was  aggravated  by  the  mini- 
ftry  with  epithets  of  rebellion,  vallainy,  and  unjuf- 
ticei  ajnd  his  charadler  defcribed  as  one  of  the  moft 

abominable 
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abominable  in  the  world.  The  Americans  who  em- 
ployed him  were  charged  with  all  his  pad  iniquities, 
as  well  as  with  his  prefent  crimes,  and  they  were  now 
confidered  as  the  mod  daring  invaders  that  ever  ex- 
ited upon  this  habitable  globe.  The  people  who 
brought  this  charge  did  not  confider  that  the  Ameri- 
cans had  learned  this  method  of  attack  and  piunder- 
incy  from  the  Britiili  government  and  trodps,  and  were 
ready  to  return  the  accufations  v/ith  double  force  up- 
on the  Englilh  nation  J  which  had  v/ithout  provoca- 
tion burnt  their  towns,  murdered  their  ihoffenfive 
farmers,  women  and  children,  in  the  mod  wanton  and 
cruel  manner.  It  was,  truly,  exceedingly  ridiculous 
to  hear  the  com.plaincs  and  accufations  that  W"£rb 
brought  at  this  time  againft  the  Congrefs  and  the  A- 
mericans,  for  invading  our  coafts,  when  our  troops 
Were  carrying  fword  and  fire  into  their  country  ^s  far 
as  they  durft  go.  The  moil  inveterate  enemies  of  the 
Colonies  could  not  fiy  that  thefe  freebooters  upon  our 
coafts,  had  as  yet  committed  any  barbarities;  but  had. 
behaved  with  an  addrefs  fuitable  to  the  moft  civiliz- 
ed charafters  in  carrying  on  v/ar.  They  had  ravifhed 
no  v/omen,  murdered  no  old  men  or  children,  nor  be- 
haved rudely  to  any  people  beyond  the  common  rules 
of  the  faireft  war;  and  yet  no  Turks  nor  favages  could 
be  reprefented  in  a  v/orfe  point  of  light.  Paul  Jones 
was  reprefented  as  the  chief  of  traitors  to  his  country, 
while  as  yet  his  identity  was  not  fully  afcertained  nor 
could  any  tell  to  what  country  he  belonged.  This 
adventurous  freebooter,  whatever  might  be  his 
country  or  charader,  was  juft  as  honeft  a  pirate  as  any 
other  of  the  commanders  of  privateers  upon  the  coaft. 
In  any  nation,  to  give  authority  to  men  to  allault 
honeft  traders  upon  the  high  feas,  becaufe  of  the  quar- 
Vol.  II.  E  e  e  rels 
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rels  ofprinces,  or  ftates,  is  to  give  fanflion  to  com- 
panies of  robbers,  and  by  the  authority  of  govern- 
ment to  give  men  liberty  to  commit  the  moil  flagrant 
injuftice. 

It  may  appear^  in  feme  future  period,  exceedingly 
ftrange,  that  at  the  very  time  that  Great  Britain  was 
appointing  commiffioners  to  treat  with  the  colonifts 
concerning  a  reconciliation,  that  even  at  that  moment 
Ihc  was  committing  the  moft  cruel  and  barbarous  de- 
predations upon  the  coafts  and  in  the  country  of  the 
Americans.  Tov/ards  the  end  of  May,  fome  expedi- 
pons  from  Rhode  Ifland  were  very  deftrudlive  to  the 
colonifts.  Thefe  plundering  parties  fpai-ed  neither 
Ihips,  boats,  ftores,  houfes,  nor  places  of  worfhipj 
all  things  facred  and  profane,  were  difpofed  of  in  the 
fame  manner,  that  isj  were  confumed  by  fire.  Private 
property,  as  well  as  public  ftores,  were  deftroyed,  and 
every  thing  ufefui  to  man  that  the  fire  could  confume 
was  in  many  places  reduced  to  afhes.  The  officers 
who  were  employed  in  thefe  expeditions,  who  were 
generally  as  zealous  as  the  foldiers  in  a6ls  of  depreda- 
tion, being  afiiamed  of  what  they  had  done,  laid  the 
blame  of  burning  private  houfes  upon  the  violence  and 
rage  of  the  men,  and  faid  they  were  contrary  to  their 
orders  and  intentions.  Tliis  was  confidered  as  only 
an  apology  to  cover  in  part  thofe  enormities,  which 
they  could  not  vindicate  either  to  the  world  or  their 
own  confciences. 

The  Americans  made  many  charges  of  cruelty, 
fome  of  which  were  but  too  well  founded  againft  the 
troops  of  Britain  on  thefe  occafions.  Particularly 
the  rcfufing  of  quarter,  and  of  flaughtering  men  in 
cold  blood,  feveral  of  whom  neither  had  arms  in  their 
hands  nor  were  in  any   military    capacity.     On   the 

fide 
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■fide  of  Rhode  Ifland,  the  charges  were  of  the  moft  po- 
fitive  nature;  and  they  complained  of  the  troops  for 
•carrying  oft'  the  rnoft  peaceable  inhabitants  of  the 
.country,  and  detaining  them  as  prifoners  of  war,  until 
they  fiiould  in  fome  future  time  be  exchanged  for  an 
equal  number  of  ibldiers  taken  on  their  fide.  It  was 
replied  in  defence  of  our  officers  and  men,  that  as  all 
men  in  that  country  were  obliged  by  their  laws  to  car- 
ry arms  from  fixteen  to  fixty,  they  were  therefore  to 
be  confidered,  and  treated  as  foldiers  at  all  times, 
wheiher  they  were  found  in  aftual  lervice  or  not. — 
This  was  very  feeble  and  weak  reafoning:  for  the 
fame  thing  may  be  faid  of  Engliflimen  at  home.  They 
are  bound  by  the  laws  to  fcrve  in  the  militia  from  a 
certain  age  to  another  period  of  their  lives,  and  in  any 
fimilar  cafe  ought  to  be  made  prifoners  of  war. 

Thefe  were  methods  not  very  likely  to  produce  a 
reconciliation^  though  this  practice  was  confidered  by 
many  at  home  as  the  mod  certain  and  probable  me- 
thod of  effecting  it.  Like  all  the  other  fchemes  of 
our  miniftry  thefe  barbarous  methods  produced  a  quite 
contrary  effeft  to  what  they  were  intended.  They 
roufed  the  minds  of  the  colonifts,  and  heated  their  re- 
fen  cment  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  were  more  ready 
to  feek  to  be  revenged,  than  to  be  reconciled  to  men 
v/ho  were  continuing  to  do  them  fuch  eflential  inju- 
,ries.  It  was  impofiible  for  the  Americans  to  believe 
that  thefe  perfons  ever  intended  to  be  reconciled,  who 
were  continuing  to  fpill  their  beft  blood,  and  lay  all 
their  country  wafte  by  fire  and  fword  wherever  they 
could  find  an  opportunity.  Thefe  were  fuch  figna- 
tures  of  reconciliation,  as  are  not  ufuaily  pradlifeti  by 
thole  who  have  fincere  friendfliip  in  their  hearts. — 
FrO'ii  thefe  circumftances  it  was  eafilv  forefeen,  that 

E  e  e  2  Grea: 
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Great  Britain  was  neither  fincere  in  her  intentionSj 
nor  indeed  defired  reconciliation  upon  any  other  prin- 
ciple than  unconditional  fubmiffion.  And  nothing  but 
the  flrongeft  legiflative  afTurance  that  flie  would  ftand 
to  an  agreement,  could  have  warranted  the  colonifts 
to  treat  with  her  commiflio'ners.  Suppofe  the  Ame« 
ricans  had  even  been  difpofed  to  have  accepted  the 
terms  propofed  in  the  commiffion,  yet  they  could 
not  have  truiled  the  fecurity  that  was  given  for  the 
performance  of  the  articles.  The  men  that  offered 
thefe  terms  were  the  very  men  that  were  wafting  theit 
country,  and  fhedding  their  blood,  who  could  not  be 
truftedin  any  thing,  as  they  had  not  the  confidence  of 
their  own  nation,  and  could  not  pofTibly  have  the 
confidence  of  the  people  they  were  ilaughtering  and 
deftroying.  It  was  therefore  neceffary,  that  a  deed 
of  the  w^hole  legiflature  fhould  be  given  before  com- 
miffioners  had  been  fent  to  treat  concerning  a  reconci- 
liation. 

There  was  ftill  an  apprehenfion  that  ruled  in  the 
minds  of  theBritifh  miniftry,  and  which  uniformly  led 
them  into  m.any  blunders,  nam.ely,  that  the  colonifts 
were  greatly  divided  among  thernfelves.  Under  the 
influence  of  this  apprehenfion,  they  imagined  that  the 
plan  of  reconciliation  which  they  had  formed,  and  with 
\vhich  they  thernfelves  were  fcarcely  fatisfied,  would 
be  fo  alluring  to  the  colonifts  that  they  would  throv/ 
off  the  authority  of  the  congrefs,  and  accept  of  the 
terms  of  reconciliation.  Before  the  conciliatory  bill? 
were  fully  reduced  into  form  and  ftiape,  a  rougli 
draught  of  them  was  fent  off  to  Ainerica  to  Governor 
Tryon,  at  New  York,  for  him  to  circulate  among  the 
people  of  the  revolted  colonics  at  large.  This  pro- 
duced a  worfe  effect  than  had  been  forefecn,  by  our 

court 
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pourt  politicians.  Ic  greatly  aftonifhed  and  provoked 
their  own  army  at  New-York  and  other  parts  in  Ame- 
rica ;  their  indignation  was  raifed  at  the  affront  thereby 
put  upon  them,  and  nothing  could  exceed  the  degra- 
dation which  they  felt  from  thcconcefTions  in  this  bill. 
They  had  been  made  to  believe  that  they  would  be 
fupported  with  fufficient  aid  to  carry  on  the  war  with 
vigour,  and  to  finifh  it  foon.  The  nature  and  cir- 
cumflances  of  the  war,  and  the  long  courfe  of  inju- 
ries and  lolTes  which  had  been  offered  and  received, 
had  by  this  time  rendered  every  individual  a  party  in 
the  contelf.  The  foldiers  had  been  taught  to  think 
that  nothing  lefs  than  abfolute  conqueft  on  their  fide, 
and  unconditional  fubmiffion  on  the  other  could  brins: 
the  war  to  a  conclufion.  They  blufhed  at  the  re- 
colleftion,  and  thought  their  perfonal  honour  wound- 
ed in  the  recantation  which  was  now  made  of  all  that 
haughty  language  and  treatment,  which  they  had 
been  accuftomed  to  hold  out,  or  oifer  to  rebels.  Mi- 
litary men,  in  general,  do  not  examine  deeply  into  the 
merits  of  a  caufe,  where  prefent  hope  of  advantage, 
or  martial  honours  are  to  be  acquired.  Juftice  and 
equity  are  but  feldom  annexed  to  the  ideas  of  ofFen- 
five  war.  When  once  hoftilities  are  begun,  in  the 
ideas  of  foldiers,  refiftance  in  defending  the  moft  fa- 
cred  rights  is  confidered  an  injury.  And  whoever 
fights  againfb  them  is  confidered  as  their  enemies, 
though  they  themfelves  are  the  unjuit  invaders,  and 
alone  come  under  the  notion  of  enemies.  The  offi- 
cers and  foldiers  at  this  time  felt  the  difappointment 
more  feverely,  as  they  had  been  made  10  expe<5l  a 
reinforcement  of  20,000  men,  and  inftead  of  this 
affiftance  had  only  received  an  inconfiftent  and  ab- 
surd paper  fubflitute.     It  is  not  eafy   to  defcribe  the 

furprize 
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iiirprize  and  amazement  of  the  officers  in  the  army^ 
they  vented  their  indignation  againft  the  miniftry  in 
louder  acclamations  than  ever  they  had  done  againil 
the  Americans,  and  did  not  only  curfe  the  managers 
in  their  hearts,  but  burft  out  into  violent  execrations 
of  the  loudelt  nature.  The  numerous  body  of  Ame- 
rican refugees  found  themfelves  in  a  worfe  fituationj 
their  feelings  were  more  pungent  and  cxquifite  than 
€ven  thofe  of  the  army.  They  had  fled  to  the  army 
.  in  expe(5lation  of  foon  having  the  leading  rule  and 
the  chief  pofleflions  of  America  in  their  power,  toge- 
ther with  the  hopes  of  gratifying  their  revenge  upon 
thofe  v/hom  tliey  thought  had  ufed  them  ill.  They 
found  not  in  the  bills  any  fecuiity  to  them  for  the 
thing  they  expected,  and  they  knew  what  they  deferved 
at  the  hands  of  their  countrymen.  A  more  difmal 
fituation  cannot  be  conceived,  than  their  apprehen- 
fion  fuggefted  to  them. 

The  method  of  publication  of  thefe  bills  produced 
as  bad  an  effeft  as  the  fending  of  them.  They  had 
been  fent  through  the  country  by  Tryon  in  the  bed 
manner  he  could,  which  was  confidered  by  the  Con- 
grefs  as  an  infidious  method  to  divide  the  people  and 
to  corrupt  them.  They  therefore  fnewed  fuch  a  con- 
tempt of  this  method  of  proceeding,  that  they  order- 
ed the  bills  immediately  to  be  publiflied  in  their  Ga- 
zettes, and  fhewn  to  all  America,  with  very  profit- 
able notes  and  commentaries.  The  addrefs  of  the 
Congrefs  and  General  Wafnington  on  this  occafion, 
might  have  taught  ourm/miilry  and  commiffioners  the 
characters  of  the  men  tbey  liad  new  to  deal  with. — 
General  Waihington,  in  anfwcr  to  a  letter  from  Go- 
vernor Tryon,  in  which  he  dcf.red  him  to  circulate 
Jeveral  copies  of  the  draughts  of  the  bills  fent  him 

among 
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nmong  the  men  and  oTicers  of  liis  arrny-j  inclofed  in  his- 
letter  to  hi  in  a  printed  newfpaper,  in  which  they  had 
been  inierted  by  order  cf  the  Congrefs,  accompanied' 
by  the  refolutions  of  that  aiTeTibly  upon  the  lubjedl. 
This  lliews  in  what  fuvereign  coiitem.pt  thefc  papers 
and  their  authors  were  hicid  in  bv  the  conorels,  and 
how  littk  they  feared  their  inHiience  among  the  peo- 
ple. Governor  Turnbull,  in  anfwer  to  a  fimihir  letter 
ient  to  him,  obferved  that  propofitions  of  peace  were 
afually  made  from  the  iupreme  authority  of  one  con- 
tending power  to  the  like,  or  fimilar  authority  of  the 
other:  And  that  the  prefent  was  the  firft  inftance 
witJiin  his  recoUcftion  in  which  they  had  been  ad- 
dreffed  to  the  people  at  large  of  the  oppofite  power, 
2s  an  overture  of  reconciliation.  He  proceeded, — 
"  There  was  a  day  when  even  this  ftep  from  our  then 
acknowledged  parent  ftate,  might  have  been  accepted 
with  joy  and  gj-atitnde,  but  that  is  loft,  and  pail  irre- 
vocably. The  repeated  rejeftion  of  our  fincere  and 
humble  petitions,  at  the  commencement  ofhoftiiities  j 
the  inhunnanity  which  has  marked  the  profecution  of 
the  war  on  your  part,  in  its  fev^eral  (cages  ;  the  info- 
knee  which  dilplays  itfeif  on  every  petty  advantage  5. 
the  cruelties  v/hich  have  been  exercifed  on  thofe  un- 
happy men,  whom  the  fortune  of  war  has  thrown, 
into  your  hands  ;■  all  thefe  are  infuperable  bars  to  the 
idea  of  concluding  a  peace  v/ith  Great  Britain,  upon 
any  other  conditions,  than  the  nioft  abfolute  and  per- 
fect independence."  He  concluded  his  letter  with, 
the  following  obfervation  upon  the  i  eftoration  of  union 
by  a  lafting  and  honourable  peace,  v>^hich  lie  declared 
to  be  the  ardent  vAih  of  cvt^iy  honeft  American,, 
namely,  *The  Britifli  nation  may  then  find  us  as  afiec- 
tianate  and  valuable  friends,  as  we  are  nov/  determined 

and 
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and  fatal  enemies,  and  will  derive  from  that  friend- 
fhip  more  folid  and  real  advantages,  than  the  mod 
fanguine  can  expeft  from  conqueft.' 
.  It  mufl  have  greatly  mortified  the  pride  of  Gover- 
nor Tryon  to  find  that  his  papers  were  treated  with 
lb  much  contempt  by  the  Congrefs,  and  {till  more  on 
the  account  that  they  produced  no  efFeft  upon  the 
people.  Thefe  were  the  two  ends  of  this  publication 
of  the  rough  draughts  of  thefe  bills  :  firft,  to  intimi- 
date and  frighten  the  Congrefs,  and,  fecondly,  to 
divide  the  people.  Neither  of  thefe  defigns  happen- 
ed to  take  any  effed.  What  the  miniftry  at  home 
imagined  would  create  divihons  among  the  colonifts, 
united  them  more  clofely  together ;  for  they  faw  that 
Britain  firft  wanted  to  make  them  behave  like  knaves, 
and  then  to  treat  them  like  fools;  to  make  them  break 
their  agreement  with  an  ally  that  had  aflifted  them 
in  their  diftrefs,  and  throw  themfelves  into  the  hands 
of  tyrants  and  perfecutors,  who  had  llaughtered 
their  people,  and  wafted  their  country.  During  the 
the  time  thefe  tranfatftions  were  carrying  on,  neither 
the  Congrefs  nor  General  Wafhington  were  remifs 
in  making  vigorous  preparations  for  another  cam- 
paign; whilft  both  in  their  public  a6ts  fet  forth  to 
the  people  the  hopes  of,  its  being  the  laft,  and  of  their 
drivino-thc  Britifh  forces  out  of  America.  General 
Walhington  had  now  fully  proved  their  patience  and 
fubmiflion  in  their  long  winter  encampment;  he 
tiierefore  ftruck  off  all  the  unneceiTary  baggage  of 
both  men  and  officers  to  the  clofeil  bounds  of  necef- 
litVj  and  made  every  other  reformation  which,  made 
them  nimble  in  fervice  and  eifeclive  in  aftion.  He 
alfo  wrote  a  public  letter  to  the  farmers  in  the  mid- 
dle colonies,  requefting  them  to  fatten  cattle  for  the 

army. 
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army,  for  the  enfuing  campaign.  By  this  experi- 
ment hq  found  now  his  name  and  character  operated 

in  their  efleem. . — The  Congrefs,  among  other 

things  which  fhewed  their  attention  to  the  war,  if- 
fued  a  refolution  ftrongly  urging  the  young  gentle- 
men of  the  different  colonies,  to  raile  a  body  of  light 
cavalry  at  their  own  expence,  during  the  campaign ; 
promifmg  them  fuch  allurements,  as  were  calculated 
to  reconcile  that  order  of  men  to  the  reftraints  and 
duties  of  a  military  life,  in  the  fimple  rank  and  charac- 
ter of  private  volunteers. 

The  perfect  knov/ledge  of  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  between  France  and  America,  had  not  yet  ar- 
rived on  the  weliern  continent,  though  it  was  general- 
ly believed  it-rhad  taken  effect.  The  agents  for  our 
■  government  v/ere  on  that  account  more  buly  to  render 
it  ineffc6tual  by  ulingall  the  means  directly  or  indi- 
rectly that  were  in  their  power.  Nor  were  the  Con- 
grefs wanting  on  their  part  in  ufing  the  m.oft  probable 
and  rational  means  to  baffle  all  the  attempts  of  their 
enemjes,  and  to  render  the  Britifh  commiffion  of  no 
effect.  After  feveral  deliberations  and  refolutions, 
a  declaration  was  publifhed  by  the  Congrefs,  That 
any  man  or  body  of  m.en,  V'/ho  fnould  prefume  to 
make  any  convention  or  partial  agreemient  with  com- 
miffioners  under  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  fhould 
be  confidered  and  treated  as  enemies  to  the  United 
States.  That  the  United  States  could  not  with  pro- 
priety, hold  any  conference  or  treaty  with  any  com- 
miffioners  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  unlefs  they 
fhould  as  a  preliminary  tliereto,  either  withdraw 
their  fleets  and  armies,  or  elih  in  pofitive  and  ex- 
prefs  terms  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the 
ftates.  And  in  as  much  as  it  appeared  to  be  the  defign 
Vol.11.  Fff  of 


4^°  HISTORY    GF  A.  D.  1778.. 

of  their  enemies,  to  lull  them  into  a  fatal  fccunty,. 
they  called  upon  the  feveral  dates  to  life  the  moft 
ftrcnuous  exertions,  to  have  their  refpeftive  quotas 
of  troops  in  the  field  as  foon  as  pofTible  j  and  that 
all  their  milita  might  be  held  in  readinefs  to  aft  as 
occafion  fhould  require..  All  their  refolutions  upon 
this  fubjeft  were  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  notwithftand- 
ing  that  we  were  allured  at  home,  that  the  Congrefs 
was  divided  and  that  there  were  fcarcely  two  of  them 
of  one  opinion.  Thefe  means  of  deception  were 
very  fatal  to  our  miniftry,  for  they  totally  ruined  their 
credit  with  the  nation  ;-  for  their  moft  fincere  friends, 
who  echoed  all  they  faid,  did  not  even  believe  themt 
and  often  v/hen  they  really  told  the  truth  they  were 
not  believed,  till  people  were  convinced  by  other 
means  of  the  certainty  thereof. 

The  fatal  day  at  laft  approached  which  finiflied  the 
reparation  between  Britain  and  America;  Silas  Deane 
arrived  exprefs  from  Paris  at  York-Town,  where  the 
Congrefs  had  alTembled  fince  the  lofs  of  Philadelpha, 
with  thofe  inftruments  that  ftampt  a  feal  upon  that 
feparation.  He  had  failed  from  France  in  a  royal 
frigate  of  28  guns,  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  and 
and  brought  with  him  copies  of  the  two  treaties  of  alli- 
ance and  commerce,  for  the  ratification  of  the  Con- 
grefs, which  had  been  concluded  between  France 
and  the  United  States.  The  laft  of  thefe  was  the 
firft  that  had  been  executed,  being  figned  on  the  30th 
of  January;  the  treatv  of  alliance  was  dated  the  6th 
of  Febuary.  Mr.  Deane  alfo  brought  an  account  of 
many  other  matters  that  were  highly  pleafing  as  well 
as  what  related  to  the  negociation,  and  its  ratification. 

The  joy  of  the  Americans  was  by  this  tranfaftion 
railed  to  an  high  pitch,    and  could  only  be  equalled 

by 
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by  their  public  demonflrations  thereof.  The  Con- 
grefs  imineciiaiely  piiblifiied  a  Gazette,  which,  beiide 
a  fummary  account  of  the  general  information  they 
had  received,  exhibited  fomc  of  the  moft  flattering 
articles  of  the  treaties,  with  their  own  obfervations 
upon  them  to  the  peoplej  the  equity,  generofity,  and 
honour  of  the  French  Kin<j;  were  extolled  in  an  hieh 
degree.  In  this  paper  they  feemed  to  count  upon 
Spain  as  being  already  a  party  virtually  in  the  alli- 
ance ^  and  to  confider  the  naval  force  of  both  united 
in  their  caufe.  They  alfo  feemed  to  depend  much 
•upon  the  friendfliip  of  other  powers,  and  exulted 
•in  the  favourable  difpofition  of  Europe  in  general  to 
America.  It  was  a  fcheme  of  the  greateft  folly  for 
the  court  of  Great  Britain  to  pretend  to  bring  about 
a  reconciliation,  between  this  nation  and  America, 
according  to  Lord  Norths  conciliatory  billj  the 
colonifts  were  now  independent  ftates,  and  had  pro- 
cured an  alliance  tliat  was  likely  to  fupport  that  in- 
dependency j  without  firfl  acknowledging  that  inde- 
pendency there  was  not  the  fmalleft  probability  thai 
ever  a  treaty  would  commence.  The  fending  of  com- 
millioners  after  they  knew  of  this  treaty  between 
France  and  the  colonies,  was  a  fcheme  fraught  with 
folly,  weaknefs,  and  abfurdity. 

About  fix  days  after  Mr.  Deane  arrived  at  York- 
Town,  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton  arrived  to  take  the 
command  of  the  army  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  room  of 
Sir  William  Howe,  This  was  alarming  and  grievous 
to  the  officers  and  foldiers,  who  exceedingly  regard- 
ed Gen,  Howe,  and  he  was  held  in  great  efteem  by 
them  all.  In  the  beginning  of  June,  the  commiffioners 
from  England  arrived  in  the  Delaware.  The  Earl  of 
Carlide;  Mr.   Eden,   and  Governor  Tohnftone,    were 
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joined  mutually  in  this  commiffion.  Thefe  commif- 
iioners  appear  to  have  had  more  confidence  in  the  fuc- 
cels  of  their  commiffion,  than  the  nature  and  contents 
of  it,  or  the  feafon  in  which  it  came  promifed  them. 
Upon  the  9th  of  June,  immediately  after  their  arrival, 
they  difpatched  a  letter  with  the  afts  of  parliament 
and  a  copy  of  their  commiOion,  and  other  papers  to 
the  prefident  of  the  Congrefs:  but  their  fecretary 
.Dr  Fergufon  who  was  intended  to  carry  the  papers; 
and  to  a6t  as  an  agent  for  conducting  the  negociation 
upon  the  fpot  with  the  Congrefs,  being  refufed  a  paff- 
port  for  that  purpofe,  they  were  obliged  to  forward 
them  by  the  common  means  of  conveyance.  Never 
were  commilTioners  from  any  court,  fo  much  difliked 
and  held  in  fuch  contempt,  as  our  commifiloners  were 
by  the  American  Congrefs.  When  the  letter  and 
commiffion  came  to  hand,  it  was  long  debated  whe- 
ther they  iliould  be  read,  and  it  was  with  difficulty 
they  were  admitted  to  be  taken  the  fraalleft  notice 
of. 

The  commiffioners  propofed  at  their  firti  beginning 
of  this  bufinefs,  feveral  conceffions  and  arrangements, 
which  in  a  more  early  period  would  have  reftored 
peace  and  felicity  to  the  whole  enipire.  They  offered 
to  confent  to  the  immediate  ceffation  of  holHlities  by 
fea  and  land — to  reftore  a  free  intercourfe  and  to  re- 
new the  common  benefits  of  civilization,  through  the 
feveral  parts  of  the  empire.  To  extend  every  free- 
dom to  trade,  that  the  refpedlive  interefls  on  both 
fides  could  require. — To  agree  that  no  military  force 
ffiould  be  kept  up  in  the  different  ftates  in  North  A- 
merica,  without  t!ie  confent  of  the  general  Congrefs, 
or  of  the  particular  affemblies. — To  concur  to  mea- 
fures  calculated  to   difcharge  the  debts  of  Americii, 

and 
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and  to  raife  the  credit  and  value  of  paper  circulation. 
To  perpetuate  the  common  union,  by  a  reciprocal  de- 
putation ofan  agent  or  agents  from  the  different  dates, 
who  fhould  have  the  privilege  of  a  feat  and  voice  in 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain;  or  if  fent  from  Bri- 
tain in  that  cafe,  to  have  a  feat  and  a  voice  in  the 
aflemblies  of  the  different  ftate,  to  which  they  might 
be  deputed  refpeftively,  in  order  to  attend  to  the  fe- 
veral  interefts  of  thofe  by  whom  they  were  deputed. 
And  in  fhort  to  eftabliih  the  power  of  the  refpedive 
iegidatures  in  each  particular  flate,  to  fettle  its  re- 
venue, its  civil  and  military  eftabliflimient,  and  to 
exercife  a  perfeft  freedom  of  legiflation,  and  internal 
governmient ;  lo  that  the  Britilli  Hates  throughout 
North  America,  ailing  with  Great  Britain  in  peace 
and  war,  under  one  common  fovereign,  might  have 
the  irrevocable  enjoyment  of  every  privilege,  that  was 
Ihort  of  a  total  feparation  of  intered,  or  confident 
with  that  union  of  force  on  which  the  fafety  of  the 
common  religion  and  liberty  depends.  Thefe  were 
humbling  conceffions,  andfliewed  the  meannefs  of  the 
minidry,  who  in  the  hour  of  their  didiefs,  were  rea- 
dy to  grant  much  more  than  Vv'ould  have  been  accept- 
ed with  thankfulnefs  when  their  pride  would  not  fuf- 
fer  them  to  liden  to  any  reafonable  accommodation. 
They  defpifed  the  mod  humble  and  reafonable  pe- 
titions, which  did  not  require  the  half  of  what  now 
they  were  ready  to  propofe  themfelves,  when  they 
might  have  known  that  their  propofals  could  not  be 
accepted.  There  are  none  fo  mean  fpirited  in  the  time 
of  adverfity,  as  thofe  that  are  haughty  in  the  time  of 
fucccfs  and  profperity.  The  minider  was  now  lying 
prodrate  at  the  feet  of  thefe  colonids  to  v/hom  he 
Jiad  declared  he  would  not  liden,  till  he  had  them  at 

his 
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his  feet.  The  hiftory  of  this  tranfadion  may  be  a 
warning  to  future  minifters,  and  crowned  heads  may 
jearn  from  hence,  that  to  govern  v/ith  mildnefs  and 
in  mercy  is  the  fureft  method  to  extend  government, 
or  keep  the  poffelTion  of  what  they  enjoy.  Mankind 
are  not  born  with  chains  about  their  necks,  nor  with 
faddles  on  their  backs,  to  be  bound  when  princes 
pleafe,  or  to  be  ridden  upon  when  they  have  a  mind, 

Thefe  papers  produced  feveral  long  debates  in  the 
Congrefs,  which  were  renewed  upon  different  days, 
from  the  eleventh  till  the  feventeentii  of  June,  but 
their  anfwer  which  they  returned  by  Henry  Laurens, 

v/as  fufficiently  brief,  fignificant,  and  conclufive. 

They  obfsrved  to  the  com.miiTioners,  that  the  ads  of 
the  Britifli  parliament,  the  commiirion  from  their 
fovereign,  and  their  letter  fuppofed  the  people  of 
thofe  flates  to  be  fubjeds  to  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  were  founded  upon  the  idea  of  dependence, 
which  was  totally  inadmifTible.  They  informed  them 
that  they  were  inclined  for  peace,  notwithilanding  the 
unjuft  claims  from  which  the  war  originated,  and  the 
favage  manner  in  which  it  had  been  condudted.  They 
would  therefore  be  ready  to  enter  upon  the  confi- 
deration  of  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  not  in- 
confiftent  with  treaties  already  fubfifting,  when  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  fhould  demonftrate  a  fmcere 
difpofition  for  that  purpofe..  But  the  only  folid  proof 
of  that  difpofition  would  be  an  explicit  acknowledge- 
ment of  the  independence  of  thofe  ilates,  or  the  with- 
drawing of  his  fleers  and  armies. 

Thus,  an  opportunity  was  lofl  which  cannot  be 
called  back  to  Great  Britain,  by  procraitinating  the 
means  till  the  feafon  was  over.  Such  were  the  con- 
ditions which  an  unhappy  concurrence  of  events  in- 
duced 
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duced  on  the  one  fide,  and  what  the  operation  of  the 
lame  cafes  rendered  inadmiffible  on  the  other.  The 
Congrefs,  at  the  fame  time,  ilfued  an  unanimous  ap- 
probation of  the  conduft  of  General  Wafhington,  in 
refufing  a  paiTport  to  Dr.  Fergufon.  This  v5as  a  mor- 
tifying ftroke  to  the  pride  of  the  ProfefTor  of  Moral 
Philofophy,  who  had  left  the  charge  of  his  pupils  to 
another,  for  the  office  of  fecretary  to  the  commiiTion- 
ers,  with  an  intention,  as  was  fuppofed,  to  raife  money 
in  a  fhorter  way,  than  by  teaching  dry  morals  in  an 
imiverfity.  His  Hiftory  of  Cival  iie  imagined  would 
introduce  him  to  the  Congrefs;  and  Governor  John- 
ftonemade  a  fort  of  merit  of  his  reputation  in  the  re- 
public of  letters. — But  however  famous  he  might  be 
in  the  republic  of  letters  his  commiiTion  rendered  him 
unfit  for  the  republics  in  America. 

When  the  Britifh  commiflioners  found  that  they 
could  obtain  no  accefs  to  the  Congrefs,  they  employed 
themfelves  in  addrefling  the  people  at  large,  which 
the  Congrefs  were  fo  far  from  interrupting,  that  they 
gave  free  fcope  to  the  controverfy  without  engaging 
m  it  themfelves.  The  commifTioners  feem  to  have 
carried  along  with  them  an  idea,  which  at  the  time 
of  their  appointment,  was  endeavoured  with  great  care 
to  be  eftabliOicd  in  England,  and  which  had  from  the 
beginning  mifled  the  miniftry  in  all  their  meafures, 
namely,  "  that  the  bulk  of  the  Americans  were  well 
affefted  to  the  Britifli  government,  and  that  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  remainder  were  only  held  in  a  ftate  of 
delufion  by  the  Congrefs,"  they  accordingly,  when 
the  negociation  failed,  direfted  their  publications  in 
appeals  to  the  people  at  large;  feemingly  thereby 
to  realize  in  fome  degree  the  charges  fo  repeatedly 
made  on  the  other  fide,  that  their    only  objeil  v/as 

under 


4i6      -  HISTORYOF  A.  D.  1778. 

under  the  infidious  appearance  of  conciliation,  to  ex- 
cite either  a  reparation  amongft  the  colonies,  or  the 
people  to  tumults  againll  their  refpedive  govern- 
ments. For  thepurpofe  they  publillied  the  following 
manifefto  and  proclamation, — "  Having  amply  and 
repeatedly  made  known  to  the  Congrefs,  and  having 
alfo  proclaimed  to  the  inhabitants  of  North  America 
in  general,  the  benevolent  overtures  of  Great  Britain 
towards  a  re-union  and  coalition  with  her  colonies, 
we  do  not  think  it  confiftent  either  with  the  duty  we 
owe  to  our  country,  or  with  a  jufl:  regard  to  the 
charaders  we  bear,  to  perfift  in  holding  out  offers 
which  in  our  eftimation  required  only  to  be  known 
to  be  gratefully  accepted;  and  we  have  accordingly, 
except  only  the  commander  in  chief,  who  will  be  de- 
tained by  military  duties,  refolved  to  return  to  England 
a  few  weeks  after  the  date  of  this  manifefto  and  declar- 
ation. Previous  however,  to  this  decifive  ftep,  we 
are  led  by  a  juft  anxiety  for  the  great  obje6ls  of  our 
miffion,  to  enlarge  on  lome  complaints  which  may  not 
have  been  fufficiently  underftood,  to  recapitulate  to 
our  fellow  fubjecSts  the  bleffing  which  we  are  empower- 
ed to  confer,  and  to  warn  them  of  the  continued  evils 
to  which  they  are  at  prefcnt  blindly  and  obftinately 
expofing  them.felves. 

"  To  the  members  of  the  Congrefs  we  again  declare, 
that  we  are  ready  to  concur  in  all  fatisfa6tory  and  jufl 
arrangements  for  fecuring  to  them  and  their  refpec- 
tive  conftituents,  the  re-eilablifliment  of  peace,  with 
the  exemption  from  any  impofition  of  taxes  by  Great 
Britain,  and  the  irrevocable  enjoyment  of  every  pri- 
vilege confiftent  with  that  union  and  force  on  which 
our  mutual  profperity,  and  the  fafety  of  our  commorx 
religion  and  liberties  depend.     We  again   alTert   that 

the 
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the  members  of  the  Congrefs  were  not  authorized  by 
their  conftituents,  either  to  rejefl  our  offers  without 
the  previous  confideration  and  confent  of  the  feveral 
afifemblies  and  conventions,  their  conftituents,  or  to 
refer  us  to  pretended  foreign  treaties,  which  they 
knew  were  delufively  framed  in  the  firft  indance,  and 
which  have  never  yet  been  ratified  by  the  people  of 
this  continent.  And  we  once  more  remind  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Congrefs,  that  chey  are  refponfible  to  their 
countrymen,  to  the  world,  and  to  God,  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  v/ar,  and  for  all  the  miferies  with 
which  it  mud  be  attended. 

To  the  general  allemblies  and  conventions  of  the 
different  colonies,  plantations,  and  provinces  above- 
mentioned,  we  now  feparately  make  the  offers  which 
we  originally  tranfmitted  to  the  Congrefs;  and  we 
hereby  call  upon  and  urge  them  to  meet  expreffively  for 
the  purpofe  of  confidering  whether  every  motive,  po- 
litical as  well  as  moral,  fliould  not  decide  their  refo- 
iution  to  embrace  the  occafion  of  cementing  a  free 
and  firm  coalition  with  Great  Britain.  It  has  not 
been,  nor  is  it  our  wifh,  to  feek  the  obiccls  which 
we  are  commiffioned  to  purfue,  f-bmenting  popular 
divifions  and  partial  cabals;  we  think  fuch  conduct 
would  be  ill  fuited  to  the  generous  nattire  of  the  of- 
fers made  and  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  the  king  and 
the  fiate  which  make  them.  But  it  is  both  our  wifli  and 
our  duty  to  encourage  and  fupport  any  men  or  bodies 
of  men,  in  their  return  of  loyalty  ro  our  fovereign  and 
afi-eftion  to  our  fellow  fubjefts.  To  all  others,  free 
inhabitants  of  this  once  happy  empire,  v/e  alfo  addrefs 
ourfelves.  Such  of  t'lem  as  are  adually  in  arms,  of 
whatfoever  rank  or  defcription,  will  do  well  to  recol- 
ie61:,  that  the  grievances,  whether  real  or  fupp<,:)led. 
Vol.  II.  ^  g  g  which 
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which  led  them  into  this  rebellion,  have  been  for  evey 
removed,  and  that  thejuft  occafion  is  arrived  from  their 
returning  to  the  calls  of  peaceful  citizens.  But  if  the 
honours  of  a  military  life  are  become  their  objedt,  let 
them  feek  thofc  honours  under  the  banners  of  their 
rightful  fovereign,  and  in  fighting  the  battles  of  the 
united  Britifn  empire,  agalnft  our  late  mutual  and  na- 
tural enemies. 

To  thofe  whofe  profeffions  it  is  to  exercife  the  func- 
tions of  religion  on  this  continent^  it  cannot  furely  be 
unknown  that  the  fovereign  power  with  which  the  Con- 
o-refs  is  endeavouring  to  connecft  themfelves,  has  ever 
been  averfe  to'^toleration  and  inveterately  oppofed  to 
the  intereft  and  freedom  of  the  place  ofworlhip  which 
they  fervej  and  that  Great  Britain,  from  whom  they 
are  for  the  prefent  feparated,  muft  both  from  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  conltitution,  and  of  protellantifm,  be  at 
all  times  the  bed  guardian  of  religious  liberty,  and 
moft  difpofed  to  promote  and  extend  it. — To  all  thofe 
who  can  eflimate  the  blefllngs  of  peace  and  its  influ- 
ence over  agriculture,  arts,  and  commerce,  who  can 
feel  a  due  anxiety  for  the  education  and  eftabliflimenc 
of  their  children,  or  who  can  place  a  juft  value  on  do- 
meilic  fecerity,  we  think  it  fufficient  to  obferve,  that 
they  are  made  by  their  leaders  to  continue  involved 
in  all  the  calamities  of  war,  without  having  either  a 
juft  objed  to  purfue,  or  a  fubfifting  grievance  which 
may  not  inftantly  beredreffed. 

But  if  there  be  any  perfon  who,  divefted  of  miftaken 
refentment,  and  uninfluenced  by  felfifli  intereft,  really 
think  that  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  colonies  to  feparate 
themfelves  from  Great  Britain,  and  that  fo  feparated 
they  will  find  a  conllitution  more  mild,  more  free,  and 
better  calculated  for  their  profperity   than  that  which 

we 
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we  are  impowered  and  difpofed  to  renew  and  improves 
with  fuch  perfons  we  will  not  difpute  a  pofition  whicli 
feems  to  be  fufficiently  contradi(fl:ed,  by  the  experience 
they  have  had.  But  think  in  right  to  leave  them  fully 
aware  of  the  change,  which  the  maintaining  of  fuch 
a  pofition  muft  make  in  the  nature  and  future  ccnduct 
of  this  war,  more  efpecialiy  Vvhen  to  this  pofition  is  ad- 
ded, the  pretended  alliance  with  the  court  of  France. 
The  policy,  as  well  as  the  benevolence  of  Great  Britain, 
have  thus  far  checked  the  extremes  of  war  when  they 
tended  to  diftrefs  a  people  itill  confidered  as  our  fel- 
low fubjetfls;  and  to  defolate  a  country  fliortly  to  be- 
come again  a  fource  of  mutual  advantage;  but  when 
that  country  profefles  the  unnatural  defign,  no':  only 
of  eflranging  herfelf  from  us,  but  of  mortgaging  her- 
felf  and  her  refources  to  our  enemies,  the  whole  con- 
teft  is  changed;  and  the  queftion  is,  how  far  Great  Bri- 
tain may,  by  every  means  in  her  power,  deftroy  or  ren- 
der ufelefs  a  connexion  contrived  for  her  ruin  and  the 
aggrandizement  of  France.  Under  fuch  circumllances, 
the  laws  of  felf  prefervatioa  mud  diredt  the  condu(^t 
of  Great  Britain;  and  if  the  colonies  are  to  become 
an  accefTion  to  France,  they  will  dired  her  to  render 
that  acceffion  of  as  little  avail  as  poITible  to  her  ene- 
mies. 

If  there  are  any  who  notwithilanding  thefe  reaibn- 
ings,  fay  the  independence  of  thofe  colonies  will  in  the 
refult,  be  acknowledged  by  Great  Britain  ;  to  them  we 
anfwer  without  referve,  that  we  neither  pofTefs  nor 
expeft  powers  for  that  purpofe ;  and  that  if  Great 
Britain  could  ever  fink  fo  low,  as  to  adopt  fuch  a 
meafure,  we  fhould  not  have  thought  ourfelves  com- 
pelable  to  be  the  inftruments  in  making  a  conceffion 
which  incur  opinion  would  be  calamitous  to  the  colo- 
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nies  for  whom  it  was  made,  and  difgraceful  as  well  as 
calamitous  to  the  country  from  whom  it  is  required. 
And  we  think  proper  to  declare,  that  in  this  fpiritand 
fentim.ent  we  have  regularly  written  from  the  continent 
to  Great  Britain. 

It  will  now  become  the  colonies,  regularly  to  call 
to  mind  their  own  folemn  appeals  to  heaven  in  the 
beginning  of  the  conteft,  that  they  took  arms  only 
for  the  redrels  of  grievances,  and  that  it  would  be 
thei]  v/illi,  as  well  as  their  intereft  to  remain  for  ever 
connededwinh  Great  Britain.  We  again  afk  them 
whether  all  their  giievances  real  or  fuppofed,  have 
not  been  amply  and  fully  redrefled; — and  we  infill 
that  the  offers  we  have  made  leave  nothing  to  be 
wifhed  in  point  either  of  immediate  or  permament  fe- 
curicy;  if  thofe  offers  are  now  rejefted,  we  withdraw 
from  the  exercife  of  a  commifTion  with  which  we 
have  in  vain  been  honoured j  the  fame  liberality  will 
no  longer  be  due  from  Great  Britain,  nor  can  it  either 
in  juftice  or  policy  be  expeded  from  her. 

In  fine,  and  for  the  further  manifeftation,  as  well 
ofthe  difpofition  we  bear,  as  of  the  gracious  and  ge- 
nerous purpofes  of  the  com.milTion  under  which  we 
a£l,  made  and  pafl'ed  the  lad"  fefTion  of  parliament, 
intituled,  an  adt  to  enable  his  majefty  to  appoint  com- 
miilloners  with  fuflicient  powers  to  treat,  condud",  and 
agree  upon  the  means  of  quieting  the  dilbrders  now 
fubfifling  in  certain  colonies,  plantations,  and  pro- 
vinces, in  North  America,  having  been  pleafed  to  au- 
thorize and  impower  us  to  grant  a  pardon  or  pardons, 
to  any  number  or  dclbription  of  perfons,  within  the 
colonies  pbntations  and  provinces  of  New  Hampfhire, 
Mallachufcct's  Bay,  Rhode  Ifland,  Connefticur,  New- 
York,    Ntw-Jerfcy,     Pcnnfylvania,    the  three  lower 
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Counties  on  the.  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia.  And 
whereas  the  good  efFefts  of  the  faid  authority  and 
powers,  towards  the  people  at  large,  would  have  long 
iince  taken  place  if  a  due  ule  had  been  made  of 
our  firft  communications  and  overtures;  and  have 
thus  far  been  fruftrated  only  by  the  precipitate  refo- 
Jucion  of  the  members  of  the  Congrefs  not  to  treat 
with  us,  and  by  declining  to  confult  with  their  con- 
ftituents,  we  now  in  making  our  appeal  to  thofe  con- 
ftituents,  and  to  the  free  inhabitants  of  the  continent 
in  general,  have  determined  to  give  them  what  in  our 
opinion,  fhould  have  been  the  firft  objed  of  thofe 
who  appeared  to  have  taken  the  management  of  their 
interefts,  and  adopt  this  mode  of  carrying  the  faid 
authorities  and  powers  into  execution.  We  accord- 
ingly hereby  grant  and  proclaim,  a  pardon  or  pardons, 
of  all  and  all  manner  of  treafons  or  mifprifion  of  trea- 
ibns,  by  any  perfon  or  perfons,  or  by  any  member  or 
defcription  of  perfons  within  the  laid  colonies,  plan- 
tations, or  provinces,  counciled,  commanded,  afled 
or  done,  on  or  before  the  date  of  this  manifefto,  and 
proclamation.  And  we  further  declare  and  proclaim, 
that  if  any  perfon  or  perfons,  or  any  number  or  de- 
fcription of  perfons,  within  the  faid  colonies,  planta- 
tions, and  provinces,  now  aftually  ferving,  either  in  a 
military  or  civil  capacity,  in  this  rebellion,  fhall  at  any- 
time, during  the  continuance  of  this  manifefto,  and 
proclamation,  withdraw  himfelf  or  themfelves,  from 
fuch  civil  or  military  fervice,  and  fhall  continue  thence- 
forth peaceably  as  a  good  and  faithful  fubjcct  or  fub- 
je6ls,  to  his  majefty,  to  demean  himfelf  or  themfelves 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  or  fuch  number  or  defcription 
of  perfons,  fliali  becoine  and  be  fully  intitled  to,  and 

hereby 
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hereby  obtain  all  the  benefits  of  the  pardon  or  par- 
dons hereby  granted;  excepting  only  from  the  faid 
pardon  or  pardons,  every  perfon,  and  every  number 
and  defcription  ot  perfons^  who  after  the  date  of  this 
manifefto  and  declaration,  that  under  the  pretext  of 
authority,  as  judges,  jurymen,  minifters,  or  officers  of 
civil  judice,  be  inftrumental  in  executing,  and  putting 
to  death  any  of  his  Majeity's  fubjeds  v/ithin  the  faid 
colonies,  plantations,  and  provinces. 

And  we  think  proper  further  to  declare,  that  no- 
thing herein  contained  is  meant,  or  fhall  be  conftrued 
to  let  at  liberty  any  perfon  or  perfons,  now  being 
prifoner  or  prifoners,  or  who  during  the  continuance 
of  this  rebellion  fhall  become  a  prifoner  or  prifoners. 
And  we  offer  to  the  colonies  at  large  or  feparately, 
a  general  or  feparate  peace;  with  the  revival  of  their 
ancient  government,  fecured  againft  any  future  in- 
fringements, and  protected  for  ever  from  taxation  by 
Great  Britain.  And  with  refped  to  fuch  further  re- 
gulations, whether  civil,  military,  or  commercial,  as 
they  may  wilh  to  be  fram.ed  and  eftabliilied,  we  pro  - 
mife  all  the  concurrence  and  alTiftance,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty's  commiffion  authorifes  and  enables  us  to  give. 
And  we  further  declare,  that  this  manifeito  and  pro- 
clamation fhall  continue  and  be  in  full  i or ct  forty  days 
from  the  Aa.x.Q  hereof,  that  is  to  fay,  from  the  third 
day  of  06lober,  to  the  eleventh  day  of  November, 
both  inclufive. 

And  in  order  that  the  whole  contents  of  this  manv- 
fefto  and  proclamation  may  be  more  fully  known,  we 
ihall  direft  copies  thereof  both  in  the  Englifhand  the 
German  languages  to  be  tranfmitted  by  fiags  of  truce 
to  the  Congrefs,  the  general  afTemblies  or  conventions 
oi  the  colonies, plantations,  and  provinces,  and  to  feve- 
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ral  perfons  both  in  civil  and  military  capacities  withint 
the  laid  colonies.  And  for  further  fecurity  in  times 
to  come,  of  the  feveral  perlons,  or  members  or  de- 
fcriptions  of  perfons,  who  are,  or  may  be,  the  ob- 
jedls  of  this  manifeilo  or  proclamation  we  have  fen 
our  hand  and  feals  to  thirteen  copies  thereof,  and 
have  tranfmitted  the  fame  to  the  thirteen  colonies, 
plantations  and  provinces  above  mentioned,  and  we 
are  willing  to  hope,  that  the  whole  of  this  manifefto 
and  proclamation  will  be  fairly  and  freely  publiflied 
and  circulated,  for  the  immediate  general  andferious 
confideration,  and  benefit  of  all  his  Majefty's  fubjedts 
on  this  continent.  And  we  earneftly  exhort  all  per- 
fons who  by  this  inftrument  forthwith  receive  the  be- 
nefit of  the  King's  pardon,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
retain  a  becoming  fenfe  of  thofe  lenient  and  affediion- 
ate  meafures,  whereby  they  are  now  (rctd  from  manv 
grievous  charges  which  might  have  rifen  in  judgment, 
or  might  have  been  brought  in  queflion  againft  them 
to  make  a  wife  improvement  of  the  fituation  in  which 
this  manifefto  and  proclamation  places  them  ;  and  not 
only  recolIe6l  that  a-  perfeverance  in  the  prefent 
rebellion  or  any  adherence  to  the  treafonable  con- 
nexion attempted  to  be  framed  with  a  foreign  power, 
will  after  the  prefent  grace  extended,  be  confidered 
as  a  crime  of  the  moft  aggravated  kind  j  but  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  eager  and  cordial  endeavours  to 
fecure  their  own  peace,  and  promote  the  eftabiifliment 
and  profperity  of  their  country,  and  the  general  weal 
of  the  empire.  And  purfuant  to  his  Majefty'scom- 
miffion,  we  hereby  require  all  officers  civil  and  mili- 
tary, and  all  others  his  Majefty's  loving  fiibiecls  vv^hat- 
ever,  to  be  aiding  and  affifliing  unto  us  in  the  execu- 
tion of  this  manifefto  and  prodamauon,  and  of  all  the 

matters 
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matters  herein  contained  "  Given  at  New-York,  this 
third  day  of  Oftober,  1778." 

This  manifeilo  v/as  figned  by  the  commifTioners  and 
publifhed  as  far  as  poflible  among  the  colonifts.  Mr. 
Drayton,  one  of  the  delegates  for  South  Carolina, 
made  a  large  and  fevere  anfwer  to  it,  where  all  the  ar- 
guments of  the  commiflioners  were  treated  in  a  very 
mafterly  and  animated  manner,  which  plainly  fhewed, 
that  whatever  excellencies  the  Britilh  Commiffioners 
might  have  in  other  refpefts,  they  were  inferior  in  the 
exercife  and  management  of  argument  and  literary 
compofition,  to  this  fingle  cambatant  who  had  now 
engaged  them.  The  technical  law  terms,  and  formal 
phrafes  of  this  manifefto,  were  matter  of  mere  laugh- 
ter to  the  American  literati ;  and  in  fhort  the  proclama- 
tion was  handled  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  whole  in- 
tended efFed:  thereof  was  rendered  quite  abortive— 
The  juftice  of  itsfirft  principles  were  abfolutely  de- 
nied, and  the  fupremacy  of  the  mother  country  over 
the  colonies  fince  the  acl  of  independency,  confidered 
as  ridiculous  and  abfurd.  Pardons  and  remiffions  fo 
fully  offered  to  thofe  that  were  confidered  in  a  ftate 
of  rebellion,  were  treated  with  contempt,  as  fup- 
pofing  what  the  colonifts  did  not  admit,  that  free  ftates 
could  be  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion  with  refpeft  to  any 
other  power.  The  clemency  and  mercy  of  the  fo- 
vereign,  was  v-i'ved  u'l  a  vciv  duferent  light  by  the 
Americans,  from  what  it  was  reprelented  by  the  com- 
miffioners, and  they  confidered  all  the  prefent  offers 
thereof  as  ftratagems  of  policy  to  lead  them  into  a 
Ihare.  What  the  commiffioners  obferved  with  regard 
to  their  folemn  appeals  to  Heaven,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  conteil,"  that  they  took  arms  for  the  redrels 
©fgrievances  only,  and  that. it  was  then  their  wiffi   as 

well 
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well  as  tiieir  intereft  to  remain  for  ever  connecfted  with 
Great  Britain;  they  accounted  it  the  greatelt  ibphif- 
try  when  ufed  in  an  argument  at  this  time.  Great 
Britain  had  rejefted  all  their  former  petitions,  and 
treated  all  their  earnelt  requefts  with  fcorn:  and  it  was 
now  out  of  her  power  to  redrefs  the  new  and  frefh 
grievances  that  they  had  reafon  to  complain  of  fince 
thefe  petitions  had  been  prefented.  The  commif- 
fioners  could  not  rife  from  the  dead,  their  beloved 
friends  and  dear  relations,  whom  their  haughty  nation 
had  (lain  in  a  cruel  and  unreafonable  war;  nor  was  it 
in  the  power  of  Britain,  through  a  fucceffion  of  ages, 
to  make  reparation  for  the  injury  fhe  had  done  them. 

She  had  driven  them  by  her  violence  and  cruelty, 
to  declare  themfelves  independent,  and  to  enter  into 
a  treaty  with  foreign  powers  for  their  aiTiftance,  and 
wanted  now  to  redrefs  their  grievances,  at  the  expence 
of  the  blood  of  their  friends,  the  ruin  of  their  coun- 
try, and  their  public  faith.  Had  Britain  offered  loon- 
er,  the  half  of  what  flie  now  propofed,  it  would  have 
been  accepted  thankfully,  and  gratefully  received; 
but  the  time  v/as  now  pad  for  redrefilng  of  grievr 
ancs,  in  the  manner  propofed  by  the  commilTioners. 

The  Americans  told  the  publifhers  of  the  manifefto, 
that  they  had  already  concluded  a  folemn  treaty  with 
France,  on  the  footing  of,  and  for  eflablifhing  of  their 
independency.  That  if  they  now  tieated  with  the 
CommifTioners  upon  the  ground  of  dependence,  they 
fiiould  at  once  break  their  treaty  with  France,  for- 
feit their  credit  with  all  foreign  nations,  be  conli- 
dered  as  a  faithlefs  and  infamous  people,  and  ibr  ever- 
more be  cut  off  from,  the  hope  of  foreign  fuccour 
or  rcfource.  At  the  fame  time  they  would  be  thrown 
Vol.  II.  H  h  h  totally 
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totally  on  the  mercy  of  thofe,  who  had  already  pur- 
fiied  every  meafure  of  fraud,  force,  cruelty,  and  de- 
ceit for  their  defhrudion;  as  neither  the  King,  the  mi- 
nillers,  nor  the  parliament  of  England  would  be 
under  the  neceffity  of  ratifying  any  one  condition, 
which  they  agreed  upon  v.'ith  the  commifTioners.  Or 
if  ever  they  found  it  neceluiry  to  ratify  them  for  the 
prefent  purpofe,  it  would  be  to  call  a  new  parliament 
to  undo  the  whole.  Nothing,  they  faid,  could  be 
trufted  to  an  enemy  whom  they  had  already  found  fo 
faithlefs,  and  fo  obftinately  perfevering  in  malice  and 
cruelty.  The  fraudulent  intention  of  the  propofed 
negociations,  they  faid,  was  Ilrongly  evinced  by  the 
CommifTioners,  who  went  far  beyond  their  avowed 
powersj  being  neither  warranted  by  the  commifTion, 
nor  by  the  atfls  of  parliament  which  they  prefented. 
Thefe  arguments  had  more  efFeft  upon  the  minds  of 
the  people,  than  all  the  pompous  promifes  and  threat- 
nings  in  the  manifefto  and  proclamation.  The  whole 
proceedings  of  the  commiflioners  were  confidered  as 
political  craft  to  enfnare,  intangle,  and  feduce  the  peo- 
ples that  having  once  put  them  off  their  guard,  they 
might  be  more  eafily  fubdued,  and  brought  to  accepc 
the  terms  which  were  propofed  to  them. 

There  were  ieveral  concurrent  circumftances  which 
tended  to  fruilrate  this  negociation.  It  was  too  long 
in  being  propofed,  for  if  our  miniCry  adually  intend- 
ed a  reconciiiation,  they  ought  to  have  made  their  of- 
fers thereof  before  the  French  treaty  was  concluded: 
for  it  was  quite  irrational  to  fuppofe,  that  a  people 
wlio  were  polTefTed  of  the  fmallelt  degree  of  honour  or 
[>rincip]e,  would  immediately  break  a  folemn  treaty, 
a/id  tlie  iirll  of  t!ie  kind  they  had  ever  been  engaged 
in.     The  imagination  of  fucccfs,  on  the  part  of  the 

Ccmmifiioners^ 
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commiflioners,  muft  have  proceeded  from  the  idea  of 
what  they  themfeives  would  have  done  in  the  Hke^ 
circumftances,  or  what  they  believed  was  lawful  to  be 
done  on  fuch  an  occafion.  The  condu(fl  which  they 
were  in  this  rranfaftion  authorized  to  purfue,  marks, 
with  the  fcrongefc  emphafis,  the  opinion  of  the  mlnif- 
try,  with  regard  to  treaties  of  the  mod  folemn  nature: 
that  when  their  own  ambition,  pride,  or  intereil,  are 
to  be  fulfilled,  they  account  it  no  crim.e  to  break  a 
pofitive  argument.  If  it  was  lawful  for  the  Americans 
to  break  their  new  treaty  with  the  French,  it  could 
be  no  crime  in  any  others  to  do  the  fame  thing.  And 
the  miniftry,  through  the  channel  of  their  commifTion-' 
crs,  were  now  publifhing  to  all  the  world,  their  opini- 
on of  the  faith  of  treaties;  that  were  no  longer  to 
be  obferved,  than  fomething  which  they  fuppofecl 
better  might  be  obtained.  This  kind  of  proceeding 
gave  the  world  reafon  to  believe  tliat  the  charges 
brought  agalnft  our  miniitry  in  the  French  and  Span- 
ifli  refcripts,  were  not  without  foundation;  and  that 
the  charges  of  perfidy  brought  againll  the  French 
were  more  than  balanced  by  our  prefent  condu<5l  ex- 
prefled  in  this  new  commifiion.  Many  thought  that 
the  charges  of  perfidy  came  with  an  ill  grace  from  a 
court,  that  had  with  great  folemnity  fent  out  commJf- 
fioners  with  power  and  authority,  to  perfuade  and  in- 
force  a  reconciliation  upon  principles  of  the  baicll  in- 
fidelity towards  a  party  who  had  lately  engaged  in  a 
treaty  with  an  Independent  people.  There  were  no 
reafons  to  perfuade  our  miniftry,  that  the  Americans 
would  keep  their  faith  to  Britain  if  they  fliould  purfue 
the  doctrine  they  were  now  taught  by  the  Engliili 
Commiftioners;  for  men  who  fhould  break  fuch  a  fo- 
lemn treaty   as  they   had    now  entered  into   with  th.c 

H  h  h  1  1^'re nch 
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French  nation,  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  be  a  people 
to  be  trufted  in  any  matter  whatlbever. 

The  abandoning  Philadelphia,  which  had  been  the 
objeft   of  near  two   years   contelT:,   and    the  precipi- 
tate retreat  of  our  army,   were  no  ways  favourable  to 
the    propofed   negociation.      This   having   happened 
about  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  Commiffioncrs, 
was  of  itfelf  fufficient  to  have  frudrated  the  intention 
of  the  commifTion.     Men  with  a  commiffion   from  a 
fovereign  whofe  forces  were  retreating,   and  had  juft 
abandoned  the   advantage   of   two   years   war,   could 
not  Dromife  themftlves  great  fuccefs  in  any  treaty  ;  and' 
the  moie   advantageous   the  offers  which  they  fhould 
make  m  fuch  circiimftances  v>/ere,  the  more  their  con- 
celBons  were  likely  to  be  confidered  as  proofs  of  weak- 
nefs,  and  not  of  any  good  intention.    The  reafon  of  the 
Britifh  troops  abandoning  Philadelphia  is  one  of  thofe 
myfteries  of  the  prefent  war  that  has  not  as  yet  been 
unveiled,  or  cleared  up  on  this  fide  the  Atlantic,  with 
any  degree  of  confiitency.     It  has  been  alledged  that 
the  reafon  of  this  precipitate  retreat  proceeded  from 
the  knowledge   of  the  French  fquadron  under  D'Ef- 
ta'ng  being   upon   the   coaft  3   but  v/hatever  might  be 
the  apprehenfions  of  the  General,  from  circumftances 
he  had  learned   in  England   before  his  embarking  for 
America,  of  a  French  force  coming  to  that  part  of  the 
world,  \t  is  plain  that  neither  the  army  nor  navv  ap- 
prehended any  fuch  thing,    till   after  the  cth  of  July, 
when   Lord  Howe    received   the   intelligence,    by  his 
cruifer>,   that    D'Eftaing's  fleet  had  been  feen   on  the 
coaft  of  Virginia,      k  v/as  indeed  happy  for  both  the 
fleet  and  iirmy  that  they  had  made  their  efcape  before 
P'EIlaino's   arrival  j    for  had  the  French  fleet  Ihut  up 
the  Delav/iue,  their  cafe  would  have  been  very  critical, 

if 
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if  not  abfolutely  defperate.  But  it  does  not  appear 
from  any  thing  that  has  yet  been  publiilied  to  the 
world,  that  this  n?w  danger  was  in  the  lead  apprehend- 
ed by  Lord  Howe,  v/ho  ought  to  have  been  in  the  fe- 
cret  as  well  as  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  nor  has  General 
Clinton  ever  given  it  as  a  realbn  of  his  abandoning 
Philadelphia,  that  a  French  fleet  v/as  upon  the  coaft. 
It  would  appear  that  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia 
was  determined  before  Sir  William  Howe  returned  to 
England,  and  that  there  were  fome  reafons  independ- 
ent of  the  arrival  of  the  French  fieer,  which  made  it 
neceflary  to  abandon  that  city. 

Experience,  during  the  winter,  had  taught  our  ge- 
nerals that  the  Americans  were  determined  to  aiTauk 
them  with  all  their  force,  as  foon  as  they  could  find  a 
fuitable  opportunity  -,  they  had  alfo  difcovered  by" 
their  attack  upon  them  at  German-Town,  that  in  cafe 
of  an  univerfal  or  general  engagement,  that  matters 
would  at  leail  be  doubtful.  They  could  not  remain 
cooped  up  in  Philadelphia,  and  they  could  not  march 
into  the  country  without  rifking  a  battle  with  great  dif- 
advantage.  In  cafe  of  a  defeat  they  could  nor  get 
aboard  their  fliips  but  with  the  greatell  danger. — 
They  had  no  hopes  of  any  reinforcement  from  Bri- 
tain which  had  been  promifed  laftyear,  and  the  troops 
were  much  weakened  through  fkirmifhes,  ficknefs, 
and  other  circumftances  attending  war  and  a  foreign 
climate.  It  was  plainly  perceived,  that  though  they 
were  in  the  pofTeffion  of  Philadelphia,  that  they  could 
not  continue  in  that  city,  nor  in  cafe  of  a  defeat  make 
a  fafe  retreat  from  it  on  board  their  fnips,  as  there 
was  not  fuch  free  accefs  to  fhips  of  war  for  their  de- 
fence in  time  of  embarking  as  at  New-York. 

I'rom 
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From  the  attack  they  experienced  in  their  retreat, 
it  plainly  appears  that  General  Wafhington  had  his 
troops  in  readinels,  and  was  defigned  to  have  attacked 
them  in  the  city  of  Piiiladelphia,  or  to  have  given 
them  battle  provided  they  had  come  to  the  field. — 
From  the  apprehenfion  of  the  uncertain  confequences 
of  fuch  an  attack,  as  now  all  hope  of  fuppiy  from 
England  v/as  loH:,  they  thought  it  moil  convenient  to 
retreat  to  New  York,  where  the  tleet  could  more  con- 
veniently affii't,  or  relieve  them  in  cafe  of  any  dif- 
jifter.  It  was  exceedmgly  unfavourable  to  the  Com- 
mifiioners,  that  the  army  was  obliged  to  make  fuch  a 
precipitate  flight,  at  the  very  time  they  v^^ere  offering 
rheir  conciliatory  propofals  j  and  it  was  not  probable 
that  even  the  wavering  part  of  the  people  would  give 
much  attention  to  the  addrefPes  of  CommifTioners  with 
ii  flying  arm.y  at  their  heels.  From  the  very  begin- 
ning of  the  war  our  commanders  feem  to  have  had 
their  chief  dependence  upon  the  fleet  j  for  without  the 
aid  and  afliltance  thereof  they  never  performed  any 
a6tion  worthy  of  any  particular  confideration. 

The  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  was  as  unexpecfted 
as  it  was  alarmdng  to  the  friends  of  government,  and 
their  advocates  were  greatly  at  a  lofs  to  account  for 
a  meafure,  the  reafons  of  which  appeared  totally  myf- 
terious  to  them.  They  were  almoft  afliamed  to  con- 
fefs  the  fact  itfelf,  and  for  fome  time  remained  in  fuf- 
penfe  concerning  the  authenticity  of  the  accounts 
v/hich  informed  them  of  the  event.  The  diflrefs  of 
the  American  army  during  the  winter,  had  been  de- 
fcribed  in  fuch  llrong  terms,  and  their  inability  to 
make  any  longer  an  oppofition  to  the  King's  forces, 
that  the  retreat  from  Philadelphia  appeared  lb  a^nig- 
matical,  that  they  could  not  tell  how  to  account  for  it. 
It  was  given  cut   that   Sir  Henry  Clinton   intended 

fome 
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fome  home  {Iroke,  by  which  he  would  put  an  end  to 
the  war,  and  bring  the  colonifis  to  abfoiute  fubmif- 
fion;  for  as  the  particulars  of  the  retreat,  and  the 
fabfequcnt  loffes,  were  for  a  time  conceaied,  it  was 
alwavs  hoped  that  General  Clinton  had  fome  'vpeat 
object  in  view,  wlien  he  evacuated  a  city  of  fo    much 

importance  for  its  lituation  to  the  Britilh  forces. . 

What  he  was  about  to    do,  and    the  m.arvelous  effe^fls 
of  his  proceedings,   were    publiflied    with    as   much 
confidence  as  if  they  had  already  been  accomplifiied, 
and  thofe    who    were    no   friends   to   General    Howe, 
were  at  this  time  more  extravagant   in  their  predic- 
tions concerning  the  fuccefs  of  Sir   Henry    Clinton. 
"Whether  they  really   believed    what  they  affirmed  is 
much  to  be  doubted;   it    rather  appeared    that  their 
cxpreffion  of  their  hopes    concerning  the   fuccefs  of 
General  Clinton  were  intended  as  accufuions  againft 
General  Sir  V/iiliam  Howe,  for    not  having  fulfilled 
their  expeftations  in  reducing  the  Americans.     It  was 
nor  lonn  till  the  character  of  this  ofncer   v^as  feverelv 
attacked  from  all  quarters  in  minii'lerial  newspiperSj 
and  pamphlets,  and  his  fervices  depreciated  with  much 
rancour  and  abufe.     This  was  principally  intended  as 
a  defence  of  the  miniilry,  efpecially  of  that  (late  ofB- 
ccr  who  led    the    American    department;    the   advo- 
cates for  the  court,  couid   now  devife    no  other  me- 
thod of  defending  their  meafures,    than   by   reproach- 
ing General  Howe  for  partiality  and  ina6tivitv  in  dif- 
charging  the  office  of  general.     This  teproach  cam.? 
v.'ith  an   ill  grace  f'rom  thofe  who  had  but  a  little  tiire 
before  extolled  Sir  William  Howe,  both  for   cautiort, 
courage,  and  the  management  of  the  war.     The  truth 
of  the  matter  wasj  that  all  the  officers    that  vvere   fen>: 
to  America  during  this  war  had  f'yur.d  in   e::'"er;rnce. 
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that  ic  was  diiTerent  from  what  the  ministry  had  re- 
prefented  it,  and  that  all  the  parts  of  the  plan  for  car- 
rying it  on  were  founded  in  error  and  miftake;  that 
it  was  a  plan  totally  disjointed  and  uncemented  in  all 
its  principles  and  parts,  and  could  be  executed  by  no 
officer  with  any  certainty  of  fuccefs.  It  was  this  made 
ali  the  general  officers  defire  to  be  recalled  one  after 
another  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  to  quit  a  fcene  of  ac- 
tion where  there  was  nothing  to  be  expedled  except 
difgrace  and  difappointment.  Sir  William  Howe  be- 
came now  the  chief  objeft  of  court  refentment,  and  all 
the  minifterial  fcribblers  were  let  loofeupon  him,  who 
did  not  fpare  to  give  him  a  liberal  fhare  of  abufe. 
While  the  difputants  atliome  were  vigouroufly  fup- 
porting  their  different  opinions  concerning  the  fuccefs 
and  iflue  of  the  war,  the  acftors  on  the  principal  ftage 
were  more  warmly  eno;ag:ed,  in  the  hotteft  and  warm- 
eft  feafon  of  the  year,  in  a6ting  their  parts  with  various 
fuccefs 

Upon  the  i8th  day  of  June  the  Britilharmy  evacu- 
ated Philadelphia  to  the  furprize  of  all  Europe.  It 
had  been  given  out  with  the  greatell  confidence  that 
this  city,  as  being  mod  centrical,  was  to  be  held  as  a 
place  of  arms  and  refource,  for  carrying  on  the  war 
in  both  the  northern  and  fouthern  coloniesj  and  it 
was  generally  fuppofed  that  the  Americans  were  not 
able  to  drive  the  BritiOi  forces  out  of  it,  nor  were 
they  able  to  face  our  troops  in  the  open  field.  The 
news  of  this  fudden  retreat  and  evacuation,  greatly 
puzzled  all  the  minifterial  coanoifleurs  in  politics,  and 
they  were  greatly  embarrailed  to  affign  proper  rea- 
lon.s  forfuch  aiial'ly  and  precipitate  meafure.  Phila- 
delphia had  been  confidered  as  a  great  object  only 
twelve  months  before,  and  it  was  then  confidently 
alBrmed  that  the  redodlion  of  that  city  would  deter- 
mine. 
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mine  the  fate  of  America  j  it  had  only  been  held  one 
winter  with  much  difficiiltyj  and  was  now  fuddenly 
given  up  without  affigning  any  reafon  for  fuch  an 
evacuation.  This  gave  room  for  many  conjeftures, 
no  ways  favourable  to  the  wifdom  and  prudence  of 
the  condu6lors  of  the  war^  as  different  parties,  in  judg- 
ing of  circumftances,  could  not  in  idea,  form  a  plau- 
fible  conjecture  concerning  the  reafons  of  this  fudden 
and  precipitate  retreat ;  this  phsencmenon  was  equally 
puzzling  to  the  friends  of  the  miniftry,  and  thofe  that 
were  enemies  to  the  war.  It  was  fome  time  before  the 
court  advocates  could  recover  themfelves  from  the 
confternation  into  which  they  were  thrown  by  this 
difa^reeable  intelligence. 

The  whole  Britifh  army  palTed  the  Delaware  with- 
out any  interruption  or  danger,  for  which  they  were 
much  obliged  to  the  good  and  wife  management  of 
A-dmiral  Lord  Howe,  who  on  that  and  feveral  other 
occafions,  difcovered  a  knowledge  in  his  profeflion 
beyond  what  is  common  to  many.  General  Wafh- 
ington  had  received  information  of  the  defign  of  eva- 
cuating Philadelphia,  and  had  already  fent  General 
Maxwell  with  his  brigade  to  reinforce  the  Jerfey 
militia,  and  to  throw  all  the  obfiiudions  poiUble 
in  the  v/ay  of  the  march  of  our  army  i  that  by  inter- 
rupting their  march  he  himfeif  might  be  enabled  to 
bring  up  his  force  in  proper  time,  to  make  an  advan- 
tage of  thofe  opportunities,  Vv'hich  it  was  reafonable 
to  fuppofe,  fo  long  a  march,  through  fo  dangerous  a 
country  would  have  afforded  of  attacking  them  vvith 
D-reat  fuccefs.  This  detachment,  when  joined  by.  the 
militia,  broke  down  the  bridges,  but  did  not  attack 
our  army,  bccaufe  the  Britifli  forces  were  vaftly  fu- 
perior  in  numbers  to  the  American  corps  under  the 
Vol.  II.  I  i  i  -ecmmand 
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coitimand  of  General  Maxwell.  The  latter,  on  ac- 
count of  this  fuperiority,  was  obliged  to  abandon  the 
ftrong  pafs  at  Mount  Holly  without  venturing  any 
oppofition.  Notwithltanding  this,  Maxwell  had  cue 
out  fo  much  work  for  our  army,  that  their  march  was 
exceedingly  flow,  and  attended  with  incredible  fa- 
tigue; the  impediments  were  innumerable,  and  the 
weather  was  exceflively  warm,  fo  that  the  march  of 
the  army  was  fatiguing  beyond  the  raeafure  of  human 
conception.  It  would  have  required  a  great  confci- 
oufnefs  of  the  juftice  and  equitablenefs  of  any  caufe, 
to  have  enabled  men  to  fuffer  fo  much  toil  and  labour 
in  fupporting  it. 

The  Britifli  troops  were  incumbered  with  an  enor- 
mous baggage,  comprehending  provifions,  and  the 
number  of  wheel-carriages  and  loaded  horfes  was  fo 
great,  as  to  cover  the  extent  of  twelve  miles  in  the 
narrow  line  in  which  the  troops  were  obliged  to  march 
on  account  of  the  fituation  of  the  country.  One  part 
of  this  incumbrance  v/as  necelTary  for  the  fubfiftence 
of  the  army;  for  unlefs  they  had  carried  their  provi- 
fions aloncr  with  them,  they  would  have  found  none 
in  the  country  through  which  they  were  marching, 
as  all  the  people  were  their  enemies,  and  had  cut  off 
all  micans  of  fubfiftence  from  the  troops,  which  was 
not  Vv'ithin  their  immediate  comprehenfion.  It  was 
therefore  necefilty,  as  well  as  wifdom,  that  deter- 
mined General  Clinton  to  carry  along  with  him  fuch 
an  enormous  train  of  baggage.'  It  would  have  argued 
the  moft  confummate  folly,  to  have  Hilled  the  f;ite  of 
a  whole  army,  for  the  trouble  that  attended  the  con- 
veyance of  a  certain  and  fufficient  fupply  of  things 
abfolutely  necefiary.  General  MaxwelTs  expedition 
began  to  be  more  and  more  fcltj   though  he  had  not 
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engaged  our  army,  nor  killed  any  of  the  troops  \frith 
the  weapons  of  war,  he  had  done  them  infinite  mif- 
chief.  The  heat  of  the  weather,  which  was  then 
excefTive,  with  the  clofenefs  of  the  narrow  roads 
through  the  woods,  and  the  conftant  labour  of  renew- 
ing and  repairing  bridges  in  a  country,  every  where 
interfecVed  with  creeks,  and  mar(l:iy  brooks,  were 
feverely  felt.  Such  hardlliips  and  difficulties  could 
not  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  undertaken  without 
very  preffing  caufes;  and  we  muft  certainly  fuppofe 
that  Philadelphia  v/as  confidered  as  a  place  altoge- 
ther untenable  by  the  Britifh  forces,  otherwife  they 
would  not  have  undertaken  fuch  an  hazardous  and 
fatiguing  march  in  a  feafon  of  the  year,  when  fuch 
enterprizes,  under  fuch  circumftances,  are  next  to 
impoffible  to  perform.  There  is  ftill  fomething  of 
myftery  in  this  tranfadlion,  which  has  not  been  con- 
fefTed  by  our  court  politicians,  and  which,  on  this  fide 
the  Atlantic,  has  not  been  perfeftly  unveiled.  Gen. 
Wafnington,  or  fome  other  of  the  colonifts,  perhaps 
could  unfold  this  myftery,  and  lay  open  the  fecret. 
It  carries  all  the  evidence  implied  in  moral  certainty, 
that  our  troops  believed  they  could  not  keep  Phila- 
delphia, or  that  our  minitlry  were  mad  to  order  fuch 
an  evacuation  without  any  folid  reafon,  and  to  expofe 
the  troops  to  fo  much  danger.  From  the  many  im- 
pediments which  the  army  met  with  in  its  march,  its 
progrefs  was  exceedingly  flow;  and  this  is  the  only 
reafon  by  which  we  can  account  for  its  fpending  fo  ma- 
ny days  in  paffing  through  fo  narrow  a  country.  There 
were  many  interruptions  in  this  march,  which  our  ac- 
counts of  it  conceal  or  glofs  over  in  the  moft  favour- 
able manner.  One  particular  difficulty  which  great- 
ly embarrafled  the  general,  was,  whether  to  take  the 
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direfl  road  to  Staten  Ifland  acrofs  the  Rariton  to- 
wards the  left,  or  turn  from  Allen's- Town  to  the 
right,  and  march  toward  the  lea  coail  to  Sandy-Hook. 
The  firft  was  the  ftraighteft  and  neareft  march,  but 
had  fome  difficulties  which  Sir  Henry  Clinton  defired 
much  to  avoid.  He  was  informed  that  the  Generals 
Walhington  and  Lee,  with  the  American  army,  had 
already  pafled  the  Delaware ;  and  had  alio  heard 
that  General  Gates  with  the  northern  army  was  ad- 
vancing to  join  them  on  the  Rariton.  Thefe  were 
circumftances  which  had  not  been  forefeen  in  their 
full  light,  at  the  time  of  evacuating  Philadelphia,, 
when  it  was  intended  to  lead  the  army  towards  the 
left,  in  the  direft  way  to  Staten  Ifland.  The  difficul- 
ty of  pairing  the  Rariton  with  the  enemy  in  front, 
when  the  troops  were  incumbered  with  fuch  heavy 
baggage,  was  a  matter  of  the  moft  ferious  confidera- 
tion  :  For  in  cafe  of  a  defeat,  or  even  of  a  repulfe, 
the  provifion  of  the  army  might  have  been  loft,  and- 
the  troops  reduced  to  the  extremity  of  famine  and 
diftrefs.  Befides,  it  appears  to  have  been  the  inten- 
tion of  General  Clinton  to  avoid  if  polTrble,  any  gene- 
ral engagement  with  the  provincial  forces  upon  this 
occafion.  Since  the  affair  at  German-Town,  the  Bri- 
tilli  Generals  had  become  fome  what  more  cautious  in  ■ 
courting  a  general  adlion  than  they  had  formerly  done ; 
they  had,  on  that  occafion,  experienced  what  the 
colonifts  were  able  to  attempt,  and  that  they  were 
not  fo  much  upon  the  referve  of  ftanding  an  attack 
in  the  open  field,  as  had  been  always  fuppofed,  and 
conftantly  fet  forth  in  the  boafting  gafconades  of  court 
writers.  It  was  probably  one  cliief  realon  for  eva- 
cuating Philadelphia,  that  our  force  might  not  run 
the  hazard  of  a  general  experin^iCnt  of  American  intre- 
pidity. 
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pidity,  as  in  cafe  of  any  great  difafler  arifing  from 
fome  defperate  attack,  it  would  have  been  impofrible 
to  have  recruited  the  army,  or  to  have  received  af- 
fiftance  from  Britain  in  proper  time  to  have  laved  the 
army's  total  ruin.  The  fame  caufe  that  operated  in 
making  Sir  Henry  Clinton  abandon  Philadelphia,  pre- 
vailed in  determining  him,  if  pofiible,  to  avoid  an  en- 
gagement in  his  march  towards  New  York.  For  thefe 
realbns,  he  refolved  to  purfue  the  right  hand  courfc 
towards  the  fea,  as  the  moll  iafe  and  eligible  in  his  pre- 
fent  circumftances. 

General  Wailiington,  v/ho  had  crolTed  the  Dela- 
ware far  above  Piiiladelphia,  at  a  place  called  Coryei's 
Ferry,  was  apprehenfive  that  the  flow  motions  of  his 
enemies  were  intended  to  lead  him  into  the  low  coun- 
tries, and  then,  by  a  rapid  movement  on  the  right,  en- 
deavour to  gain  pofleffion  of  the  ftrong  heights  above 
him,  and  fo  enclofe  him  to  the  river,  and  force  him  to 
an  engagement  under  every  difadvantage.  In  this 
particular  he  was  certainly  deceived,  as  the  fuuation 
of  the  Britifh  forces  rendered  them  incapable  of  any 
fuch  rapid  movements  ;  but  the  flownefs  on  the  one 
fide  retarded  the  motions  of  the  other.  It  is  how- 
ever exceedingly  probable,  from  all  the  various  cir- 
cumftances  attending  the  marches  on  both  fides,  that 
General  Walhington  intended  to  have  made  his  chief 
attack  at  the  paffage  of  the  Rariton  ;  which  from  all 
probable  circumftances,  he  concluded  v^cr.ld  have 
been  the  courfe  of  their  march,  and  which  he-  knev/ 
would  have  afforded  great  advantage  in  an  attack. — 
General  Clinton  certainly  intended  at  firft  to  have 
marched  in  the  manner,  and  in  the  courfe,  which 
Wafhington  apprehended,  until  at  Allen's  town,  he 
found  that  Waihins^ton  was  before  him  j  when  beinar 
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apprehenfive 'that  the  attack  would  become  general, 
and  probably  the  ifTue  doubtful,  he  was  under  a  ne- 
ceflity  of  altering  his  march  towards  the  fea  coaft,  by 
which  he  gained  in  his  march,  and  they  loft  in  pro- 
portion. It  was  fome  time  before  the  colonifts  per- 
ceived that  the  Britifli  forces  had  departed  from  their 
expedted  line  of  direction.  It  was  neceflity,  not  defign 
or  forefight,  as  has  been  alledged  by  fome,  which 
made  the  Britifh  General  change  the  direction  of  his 
march.  When  he  marched  out  of  Philadelphia  he  did 
not  imagine  that  his  retreat  would  be  fo  fuddenly  ob- 
ferved,  or  that  Gen.  Wafhington  would  have  been  fo 
ready  as  to  have  gained  the  Rariton  before  he  had  paf- 
fed  it ;  but  in  this  he  was  deceived,  and  for  this  reafon 
he  altered  his  march,  and  took  the  right  hand  road 
leading  to  the  fea  coaft.  The  fleet  was  a  fpecial  ob- 
je6t  of  his  hope,  which  he  expelled  would  endeavour 
to  be  ready  to  receive  his  troops  in  cafe  of  any  difafber. 
This  was  a  fpecial  reafon  why  he  altered  his  courfe, 
and  marched  towards  the  coaft;  for  it  is  plain  that  he 
avoided  as  much  as  poffible  to  come  to  any  general  en- 
gagement with  the  colonifts,  while  he  was  at  a  diftance 
from  the  fleet. 

As  foon  as  General  Wafhington  perceived  that  the 
Britilh  troops  had  altered  their  courfe,  and  were 
marching  towards  the  fea  coaft,  he  immediately  chang- 
ed his  plan,  and  fent  feveral  detachments  of  his  bed 
troops,  under  the  command  of  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  to  harrafs  the  army  in  its  march,  while  he 
advanced  at  a  proper  diftance  with  all  his  force.  As 
the  advanced  parties  of  the  provincials  came  near  to 
the  rear  of  the  Britifh  forces,  and  the  fituation  be- 
came critical.  General  WaHiington  ordered  General 
Lee,  with  two  brigades,  to  reinforce  and  take  the 

command 
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command  of  the  advanced  corps.  This  party  confift- 
ed  of  about  five  thouiand  men,  according  to  the  ac- 
count which  General  Wafliington  gave  under  his 
own  hand.  Others  who  fpeak  from  conjecture,  have 
fet  forth,  that  this  corps  confiRed  of  more  than  five 
thoufand,  but  there  is  no  certainty  in  this  conjec- 
ture. 

.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  in  his  march  to  a  place  called 
Freehold,  judging  from  the  number  of  the  provincials 
that  hung  upon  his  rear,  that  their  main  body  was 
not  far  diilant,  began  to    be  in  concern  for  the   bao- 

CD 

gage,  which  had  always  been  for  good  reafons,  a 
principal  object  of  his  attention.  He  wifely  refolved 
to  free  that  part  of  the  army  from  this  incumbrance 
and  impediment,  he  therefore  placed  the  baggage 
under  the  management  of  General  Knyphaufen,  v/ho 
led  the  firit  column  of  the  army.  The  other,  which 
covered  the  march,  was  now  difengaged  and  ready 
for  acT;ion,  and  was  compofed  of  the  bed  troops  in 
the  army,  commanded  by  the  general  himfelf.  This 
corps  confifted  of  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  brigades 
of  Britifh,  tv/o  battalions  of  Britilli,  and  the  Heffian 
grenadiers,  a  battalion  of  light  infantry,  the  guards, 
and  tenth  regiment  of  light  infantry.  Thefe  were 
troops,  that  had  been  heretofore  accounted  invinci- 
ble, and  which  none  of  the  provincials  durft  fo  much 
as  face  in  the  open  field  j  with  thefe  brigades  Gen. 
Clinton  endeavoured  to  make  the  beft  defence  he 
could,  though  it  appears  that  he  was  not  free  of  fear 
with  regard  to  the  event  j  for  he  had  ordered  General 
Knyphaufen  to  march  at  break  of  day  with  all  the 
carriages  and  baggage,  and  to  diredl:  their  courfe  to 
Middle-town,  which  lay  at  twelve  miles  difirance  on 
their  way,  in  an  high  and  ilrong  country.  The  corn- 
man 'ier 
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mander  in  chief,  with  the  fecond  divifion,  continued 
fome  hours  on  the  ground  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Freehold,  both  to  cover  the  march  of  the  bao-frage, 
and  to  afford  time  for  the  long  range  of  carriages  to 
get  clear  on  their  way.  This  caution  and  care  was 
exceedingly  neceflary  as  the  event  proved;  for  it 
was  not  long  till  the  American  force  appeared  advanc- 
ing in  their  rear,  and  purfuing  them  with  an  intention 
to  attack  them. 

Upon  the  25th  of  June,  about  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  when  the  army  began  to  march,  fome  par- 
ties, of  the  provincials  appeared  in  the  woods  and  at- 
tacked the  troops  upon  the  left  flank;  thefe  being 
only  flying  parties,  were  made  to  retire  by  the  light 
troops.  But  as  the  rear- guard  defcended  from  the 
heights  of  Freehold,  into  a  valley  about  three  miles 
in  length  and  one  in  breath,  feveral  columns  of  the 
colonifts  appeared  alfo  defcending  into  the  plain,  who 
about  ten  o'clock  began  to  cannonade  the  rear.  At 
the  fame  time  that  this  attack  was  made  upon  the  rear, 
the  general  received  intelligence  that  two  fl:rong 
bodies  of  troops  were  marching  to  flank  the  army; 
this  in  the  modern  military  ilile,  was  called  march- 
ing in  force  on  both  fides  to  attack  them  in  the  flanks. 
This  greatly  alarmed  the  general^  for  he  perceived 
that  it  was  their  defign  to  attack  the  baggage,  and  as 
the  carriages  were  then  entangled  in  narrow  defiles 
for  fome  miles,  it  feemed  a  matter  of  the  greatefl:  con- 
fequence  to  guard  againft  this  danger.  As  the  afl'air 
appeared  to  be  critical,  the  general  devifed  the  only 
method  that  could  have  been  at  that  time  fallen  upon 
to  deliver  himfelf  out  of  that  embarraflfment.  He  re- 
Iblved  to  make  a  vigorous  attack  upon  that  body  which 
hung  upon  his  rear  and  harrafled  it,  which  he  con- 
cluded 
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eluded  would  call  back  the  flanking  parties  to  the  af- 
Mance  of  thofe  that  were  thus  engaged^  and  rherebv 
give  an  opportunity  to  the  baggage  to  efcape.  For 
although  General  Wafhington  was  marching  with  his 
whole  army,  which  was  believed  to  be  far  o-i-eatet 
than  it  really  was,  yet  as  the  main  body  was  fepa- 
rated  from  this  advanced  corps  which  attacked  Lord 
Cornwallis  in  the  rear,  by  two  confidcrable  defiles,  he 
did  not  imagine  that  he  could  pafs  a  greater  body  of 
troops  through  thofe  narrows,  during  the  execution 
of  that  meafurc  Vv^hich  he  intended,  than  what  the 
force  along  with  him  was  able  to  oppufc;  whilft  on 
the  other  hand,  even  with  that  divifion  of  the  army, 
Wafhington's  ficuation  would  be  fufficiently  critical, 
provided  he  fheuld  come  upon  him,  v/hilft  he  was 
ftruggling  in  the  defiles.  He  was  however  doubtful 
of  this  matter,  and  to  guard  againll  every  poffible  re- 
fult  that  might  happen  in  cafe  of  a  general  engao-c- 
menr,  he  called  back  a  brigade  of  the  BritiOi  infantry, 
and  the  fcventeenth  regiment  of  light  dragoons  from 
Knyphaufen's  divifion,  and  left  them  orders  to  take 
a  poft  that  would  elTeilually  cover  his  right  flank^ 
being  the  fide  on  which  he  was  mod  jealous  of  being 
attacked.  In  the  mean  time  the  Queen's  light  dra- 
goons had  engaged  with  fome  of  the  American  ca- 
valry, under  the  Marquis  de  Fayette,  and  put  them 
to  flight,  and  had  driven  them  back  upon  their  own 
foot.  The  General  then  made  difpofitions  to  attack 
the  Americans  in  the  plain  ;  but  before  he  could  ad- 
vance, they  unexpeftedly  fell  back,  and  pofted  them- 
felves  in  a  ftrong  fituation,  on  the  heights  above 
Monn^.outh  Houfe.  The  weather  in  this  feafon  of 
the  year  is  in  thofe  parts  always  exceecingly  warm; 
but  upon  this  day  it  was  fo  violently  hot  as  to  be 
Vol.  il.  ■  Kkk  '  fcarcely 
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fcarcely  exceeded  by  the  mod  fultry  fummers  of  that 
continent.  This  was  a  very  difagreeable  circunnftance 
to  our  army,  which  was  already  very  much  fatigued 
by  their  march,  and  the  fevere  labour  of  clearing  the 
way  and  repairing  bridges.  The  mod  vigorous  ex- 
ertions were,  hov/ever,  at  this  time  necelTary,  and 
the  cifcumllances  of  our  army,  required  a  more  than 
ordinary  vigour  to  make  good  their  march,  and  fave 
their  bao;o-ag-e.  The  Bricilh  grenadiers  had  now  fuf^ 
ficient  employment  for  all  their  valour  and  intrepidity: 
This  body  with  the  village  of  Freehold  on  their  left:, 
and  the  guards  on  their  right,  began  the  attack  with 
great  fury.  The  provincials  were  av/are  of  their  im- 
petuofity,  and  guarded  againft  the  effefts  of  it;  and 
according  to  appointment,  gave  v/ay  after  a  fliort  at- 
tack, and  led  their  enemy  diredly  upon  the  fecond 
line,  which  was  ready  to  receive  them.  It  was  here 
the  very  flower  of  the  Britifli  army  was  refiftcd  in  a 
manner  they  never  expected  :  Their  fierce  attack  was 
refolutely  fuftained,  and  their  fury  fo  much  abated 
by  the  bold  refiftance  of  the  colonifts,  that  they  were 
forced  to  be  vv^itneffes  of  their  enemies  forming  them- 
felves,  when  they  thought  they  had  totally  routed 
them,  in  a  new  advantageous  pod,  from  whence  they 
were  not  able  to  drive  them.  Our  accounts  of  this 
engagement  are  very  unfairly  given,  and  the  circum- 
ftances  of  this  battle  are  prefcribed  with  fuch  a  par- 
tiality to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  the  valour  of  the 
Britifli  troops,  that  the  writers  themfelves,  inftead  of 
doing  honour  to  the  general  and  his  men,  afford  fuf- 
Hcient  hints  to  enable  others  to  infer,  that  there 
was  much  more  underllood  th.an  they  were  willing 
'to  exprefs.  They  allow,  that  according  to  their  own 
Itile,    after  the  enemy  was   completely  routed,   they, 

with. 
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with  a  very  unufual  degree  of  recoUeftion  as  well  as 
refolution,  took  a  third  pofition  with  fo  much  judg- 
ment, that  their  front  was  covered  by  a  marfhy  hol- 
low, which  fcarcely  admitted  tlie  pOiTibility  of  an  at- 
tack. This  does  not  well  agree  with  a  complete  and 
total  defeat.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  that  the 
whole  manner  and  method  of  the  colonilis  proceed- 
ings was  but  one  plan.  They  perceived  the  intention 
of  theBritilh  general,  and  knew  the  prefiing  circum- 
ftances  he  was  in;  that  he  intended  to  make  a  re- 
folute  and  vigorous  attack,  to  fave  his  baggage,  and 
if  poffibie  to  defeat  that  advanced  party  that  hung 
upon  his  rear.  They  therefore  provided  againfl  a  def- 
perate  attack,  by  forming  in  two  lines,  and  taking 
new  polls,  to  which  they  retired  regularly  when  they 
were  feverely  prefled.  This  both  faved  their  men, 
and  fatigued  their  enemy,  and  afforded  new  advan- 
tages which  the  Englifn  forces  could  not  obtain.  By 
the  refinance  which  our  men  had  met  with  from  the 
firft  and  fecond  lines,  but  efpecially  from  the  fecond, 
their  vigour  v/as  fufficiently  abated,  and  they  found 
from  experience,  that  thofe  men  v/hom  they  had  fo 
often  determined  to  be  cowards,  were  very  different 
from  v/hat  they  apprehended. 

General  Clinton  found  from  the  vigorous  refiftance 
the  provincials  had  made  againfl  his  bed  troops,  and 
from  the  poll  they  had  nov/  taken,  that  the  iffue 
v/ould  be  very  doubtful  fhould  he  attempt  to  dif- 
lodge  them  from  the  poll:  they  v/ere  now  in.  After 
he  had  made  fome  difpofitions,  as  if  he  meant  to  attack 
them,  by  bringing  up  the  fecond  line,  and  making  the 
light  infantry  and  rangers  turn  to  the  left,  he  defilled 
from  the  attempt.  His  bed  troops  had  now  done 
K  k  k  2  all 
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all  that  they  were  able  to  do;  they  were  over-power- 
ed  with  heat,   wearied    with  fatigue,   and  had  beeri 
feverely  handled  in  the  two  former  attacks;   and  the 
others  that  were  now  ready  to   have  made  the  third, 
were  neither   of  the  fame   charafter    for  intrepidity, 
nor  in   cafe  of  a  repuife,    were   they    likely  to   have 
made  a  good  retreat  in   their  piefent  fituation.     He 
therefore  thought  ic  better  not  to  prefs  the  affair  any 
further.     In    this    he   behaved  prudently,   for    as   he 
had   as   yet    been  engaged   with   but  a   part   of    the 
American  army,    and  the  main  force  was  advancing, 
he  would  have   been  obliged   to  have  engaged   frefh 
troops,  with  an  army  already  very  much  fatigued  by 
the  former  adions.     He  had  fo  far  gained  his  inten- 
tion, with  regard  to  the  baggage,  as   the  convoy  was 
now  without  the  reach  of  danger.     The   American 
army  made  a  bold  attempt  to  cut  off   the  retreat  of 
the  light  infantry,  whicli  laid  the  general  under  the 
neceffuy  of  making  Ibme  new  arrangements,  whichj 
confidering   the   exceffive    heat  of  the  day,  were  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  be  effected,  but  were  abfolutely 
necelTary  for    the   prcfervacion   of    the    army.     The 
Britilh  forces  at  length  returned  to  the  poll,  from 
whence  the  provincials  had   at  firll   retreated,  after 
quitting  the  plain. 

The  event  juftified  the  opinion  ofXjeneral  Clinton, 
with  rel'ped:  to  the  Americans  defign  on  the  baggage, 
and  the  propriety  of  his  attacking  the  provincials  at 
the  timr,  and  in  the  manner  he  did.  Two  brigades 
of  the  American  light  troops  had  paffed  cur  army, 
pnQ  on  each  flank,  with  that  view,  and  had  made  the 
-attempt,  but  \ve:e  repuifed  by  the  fortieth  regiment 
and  the   light   hcrfe.     Matters,    however,   were   like 

to 
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to  turn  very  ferious  and  critica'i,  and  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton began  to  perceive,  fnould  he  perfift  in  the  engage- 
ment, that  the  iffue  would  be  very  doubtful,  as  the 
colonifts  were  advancins;,  and  feemed  eaf2:er  in  main- 
taining  the  difpute;  he  therefore  thought  it  prudent 
to  purfue  the  baggage  as  fail  as  he  was  able.  Our 
accounts  of  this  affair  fee  it  forth  in  this  manner; 
*^  Sir  Henry  Clinton  having  now  fully  attained  his 
pbjedl,  for  the  Generals  Knypkaufen  and  Grant,  with 
the  firft:  divifion  and  baggage,  were  arrived  at  Nut- 
Swamp  near  Middlecown,  could  have  no  inducement 
for  continuing  in  his  prefent  fituation.  The  troops 
had  already  gained  fufficient  honour,  in  forcing  fuc- 
ceiTively  from  two  ftrong  pofuions,  a  corps  of  the 
enemy,  which  he  was  informed,  amounted  to  near 
12,000  men,  and  the  merit  of  the  fervice  was  much 
enhanced  by  the  unequalled  circumftanccs  of  heat  and 
fatigue  under  which  it  was  performed.  The  enemy 
were  much  fuperior  in  force  to  the  "divifion  immedi- 
ately under  his  command  j  and  if  the  equality  had 
been  even  nearer,  it  would  ftill  have  feemed  imprudent 
to  have  hazarded  an  engagement,  at  fuch  a  dillance 
from  the  reil  ot  his  army,  in  a  country  not  only  hof- 
tile,  but  which,  from  its  nature,  mull  have  been 
ruinous  to  (Grangers,  under  any  circumftanccs  of  de- 
feat. And  as  the  heat  of  the  weather  rendered  march- 
ing by  day  intolerable,  fo  the  moon-light  added  to 
elegibility  of  the  night,  for  that  purpofe.  Upon 
feme  or  all  of  thefe  accounts,  the  troops  having  rc- 
pofcd  till  ten  o'clock,  the  army  was  again  put  in  mo- 
tion, and  they  marched  forward  to  join  tlieir  fellows" 

When 
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When  matters  are  faithfully  campared,  it  does 
not  appear  that  there  were  any  fuch  great  numbers 
of  American  troops  prefenc  at  this  engagement:  That 
only  the  5000  men,  that  were  fent  to  harrals  the 
march  of  our  troop,s  were  all  the  force  that  had  yet 
been  engaged.  That  tht)fe  troops,  by  the  order  of 
Gen.  Lee,  had  retreated,  and  were  again  rallied  by 
the  command  of  General  Walhington,  and  made  fuch 
an  imprefiion  upon  our  forces,  as  gave  the  General 
reafon  to  believe,  that,  provided  he  fhould  adven- 
ture the  iffue  of  the  aftion,  it  would  at  lead  be  very 
doubtful.  It  was  plain  to  th.";  im.partial  part  of  our 
army,  that  the  coloniils  upon  this  occafion,  withftood, 
with  much  bravery,  the  very  belt  of  our  troops,  and 
jeemed  to  behave  like  veteran  foidiers.  The  grena- 
diers, the  very  chofen  troops  from  all  the  regiments, 
together  with  the  guards,  who  generally  claim  the 
poll  of  honour,  found  in  experience,  that  they  could 
fupport  their  honour  with  difficulty,  againft  the  at- 
tacks of  m.en  who  fought  foi  the  rights  of  human 
nature,  more  than  for  the  empty  honours  of  war. 
The  former  boaftingof  our  officers  and  men,  and  the 
contempt  in  which  they  held  the  Americans,  began 
now  more  to  decreafe,  and  our  officers  began  to  find 
that  caution  was  now  a  very  neceifary  part  of  practice 
in  carrying  on  the  Ameiican  v/ar. 

The  lofs  on  our  fide  is  reprefented  as  very  incon- 
fiderable  in  point  of  the  number  of  the  flain,  but 
particularly  grievous  by  the  lofs  of  the  brave  Colo- 
nel Monckcon,  who  had  behaved  with  much  mihcary 
bravery  in  j'evcral  former  actions,  and  had  been 
gricv'oully  wounded,  both  in  the  lait  war  and  the 
prelent.     After  feveral  narrow  efcapes    in   the    field, 

he 
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he  was  referved  to  be  killed  on  this  dav,  at  the  head 
of  the  fecond  battalion  of  grenadiers.  A  very  parti- 
cular circumftance  rendered  this  day  and  action  re- 
markable, and  iinparallelled  in  the  Hiltory  of  Ame- 
rivca.  fifcy-nine  foidiers  periflied,  without  receiving 
a  wound,  merely  throuGfh  excefilve -heat  and  fatio^ue. 
Some  of'  the  Annericaiis  are  laid  to  have  fufFered  ia 
the  fame  manner,  though  bred  in  the  country  and 
inured  to  the  climate.  Of  all  the  aclions  nnce  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  our  troops  weie  in  this 
expofed  to  th^  greatcfl.  hardfnips,  though  they  ful- 
taincd  j^reaier  lofs  of  men  in  fome  others.  A  Pood 
part  of  the  management  of  this  retreat,  and  condud- 
t  ing  of  our  troops  out  of  danger,  depended  upon  Ge- 
neral Grev,  v.'hom  our  accounts  do  not.  mention  m 
the  whole  of  this  affair:  He  had  ibiine  narrow  efcapes 
having  his  horfe  killed  under  him,  and  the  heads  of 
fome  foidiers,  which  had  been  taken  off  bv  cannon- 
balls  lying  befide  him,  when  he  recovered  from  the 
entanglement  of  his  horfe.  And  there  is  mucli  rea- 
ion  to  conclude  that  the  lofs  of  this  day  has  not  as  yet 
been  fully  afcertained.  The  account  v/hich  the 
Americans  Q;ive  of  the  lof>  on  our  fide  is  different 
fiom  ours,  and  has  fome  internal  m.arks  of  authen- 
ticity in  them,  not;  fo  clearly  to  be  perceived  in  our 
official  reprefentations.  From  the  plainell  and  bell 
accounts  it  appears  that  though  our  men  behaved 
with  much,  bravery,  yet  they  were  hard  preffcd,  and 
with  diiiicLilty  fupported  their  march,  which  they 
were  obliged  to  do  in  the  nig'it,  w'lea  they  efci^'cd 
by  the  favour  of  darknefs. 

The  Americans  claimed  great  honour  to    that   de- 
tachment of  their  troops,   which   was    engaged  in  the 

action 
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a6lion ;  they  alfo  claimed  the  advantage  in  the  engage- 
ment, though  our  people  affirm  that  they  did  this 
without  any  ground.  However  it  muft  be  allowed 
tohave  been  a  confiderable  advantage  to  the  Ame- 
ricans, to  know  that  they  could  engage  the  beft 
troops  in  Britain  in  the  open  field,  and  with  equal,  if 
not  inferior  numbers,  withftand  them  and  even  in  the 
conclufion  make  them  glad  to  retreat  with  confider- 
able lofs.  It  had  often  been  fiid  that  our  officers  and 
men,  defired  nothing  fo  much  as  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  engaging  the  provincials  in  the  open  field, 
when  they  were  fully  aflured  that  they  could  fight 
them  at  any  odds  whatfoever.  The  timiC  was  now  ar- 
rived v/hen  they  might  eafily  have  made  the  experi- 
ment, and  verified  this  declaration  to  the  world.  The 
Americans,  inftead  of  being  much  more  numerous 
than  our  men,  do  :not  appear  to  have  had  equal  num- 
bers engaged  in  this  aftion  j  and  yet. they  not  only 
flood  their  ground,  but  obliged  their  enemies  to  re- 
treat with  fuch  precipitation,  as  had  all  the  ex- 
ternal marks  of  a  flight.  From  all  accounts  that  can 
be  depended  upon,  it  cannot  as  yet  be  made  appear, 
that  General  Wafhington  had  more  troops  in  his 
whole  army,  than  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  in  his ;  it 
moil  therefore  proceed  from  other  caufes  than  fupe- 
riority  of  numbers,  that  the  colonifts  had  any  advan- 
tage in  this  a6lion.  There  were  Ibme  particular 
things,  that  were  much  againft  them.  The  behaviour 
of  one  of  their  own  generals  appears  to  have  been 
much  to  blame,  and  tended  much  to  have  interrupted 
their  march  :  From  wliat  principle  he  acled,  is  bell 
known  to  hiunfelf,  but  it  is  fufficiently  evident  that  he 
diiobcyed  the  orders  of  his  commander  in    chief,    by 

ordering 
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ordering  his  detachment  to  retreat,  when  there  was 
vifibly  no  occafionj  for  that  fame  corps  under  another 
commander,  recovered  their  (lation,  and  fupported  it 
till  their  enemies  fled  in  the  night,  and  got  gut  of 
their  reach.  The  Americans  themfeives  affirm,  that 
they  would  have  obtained  a  complete  and  dccifive 
viftory,  if  it  had  not  been  from  the  conduct  and  dif- 
obedience  of  General  Lee.  That  officer  had,  fome 
time  before,  by  an  exchange,  obtained  a  releafe  from 
his  long  confinement  at  New  York;  and  we  have 
already  obferved  that  he  was  appointed  to  take  the 
command  of  that  detachment,  which  was  ordered 
to  harrafs  the  Britiili  army,  and  to  interrupt  its 
march. 

It  appears  from  General  VVafhington's  account  of 
the  aftion,  that  had  General  Lee  obeyed  his  orders, 
and  not  retired  after  the  firfl  fire,  that  the  Britifli 
troops  would  have  been  more  feverely  handled;  for 
as  thele  very  fam*?  troops  rallied  and  fupported  their 
itation  after  they  had  retreated,  provided  they  had 
ftood  their  ground  at  firfb,  the  action  would  have 
been  more  fharp  and  bloody.  General  Wafliington 
fays,  that  being  informed,  ihat  if  once  the  Britifli 
army  gained  the  high  and  ilrong  country  of  Middle- 
Town,  no  attempt  could  afterwards  be  made  upon 
them,  with  the  fmalleil  profpecl  of  luccefs,  he  ac- 
cordingly determined  to  fall  upon  their  rear,  immedi- 
ately upon  their  departure  from  the  ilrong  grounds 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Freehold,  on  which  they 
had  encamped  during  the  night  of  the  twenty-icventh. 
He  communicated  the  intention  to  General  Lee,  with 
orders  to  make  his  diipofition  for  the  attack,  and  to 
keep  the  troops  lying  upon  their  arms  in  eonfi.ant  pre- 
Vol,  IL  Lll  parationi 
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parationj  which  he  alfo  praftifed  himfelf  in  the  main 
body.  Having  received  an  cxprefs  at  five  in  the 
morningj  that  the  Britifh  army  had  begun  their  march^ 
he  immediately  difpatched  an  order  to  General  Lee 
to  attack  them,  acquainting  him  at  the  fame  time, 
that  he  was  marching  direftly  to  fupport  him,  and 
that  for  the  greater  expedition,  he  fhould  caufe  his 
men  to  difencumber  themfelves  of  that  part  of  the 
baggage  which  they  carried  upon  their  backs.  To 
his  great  furprize  and  mortification  however,  when 
he  had  marched  about  five  miles,  he  met  the  whole 
advanced  corps  retreating,  which  they  informed  him 
was  by  the  order  of  General  Lee,  without  their 
making  the  fmalleft  oppofition,  excepting  the  fingle 
fire  of  one  detachment,  to  repulfe  the  Britifh  Light 
Horfe.  General  Wafhington  found  the  rear  of  the 
retreating  troops  hard  prefTed  by  our  forces;  but  by 
forming  them  a  new,  under  the  brave  and  fpirited  ex- 
ertions of  their  officers  he  foon  checked  the  advance 
of  the  Briiifh  forces;  and  having  by  this  means  gain- 
ed time  to  plant  fome  batteries  of  cannon,  and  to 
bring  up  frefh  forces,  the  engagement  hung  in  an 
equal  poize  for  fome  time.  In  this  fituation  (he 
continues)  the  enemy  finding  themfdves  warmly  op- 
pofed  in  front,  made  an  attempt  to  turn  his  left 
flank;  but  were  bravely  repulfed  by  fome  detached 
parties  of  infantry.  A  fimilar  attempt  upon  the 
right  was  made,  and  they  were  repulfed  by  General 
Green,  who  afcerwards,  in  conjun(5Hon  with  General 
Waine,  took  fuch  pofts,  and  kept  up  fo  fevere  and 
well-direfted  a  fire,  as  compelled  the  Britifli  forces  to 
retire  behind  a  defile,  where  the  firfl  ftand  had  been 
made,  in  the  beginning  of  the  adion.  In  that  fitua- 
tion 
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tion,  in  which  their  flanks  w€re  fecured  by  thick 
woods  and  moraires,  and  their  front  only  afiailable 
through  a  narrow  defile,  he  notwithftanding  made 
difpofitions  for  attacking;  but  the  darknefs  came  on 
fo  fad,  as  not  to  afford  time  for  furmoimting  the  im- 
pediments in  their  way.  The  main  body,  however, 
lay  all  night  upon  their  arms,  in  the  place  of  aftion, 
as  the  detached  parties  did  in  their  feveral  pofts 
which  they  had  been  ordered  to  take,  under  a  full 
determination  of  attacking  the  Britifli  army  when  the 
day  appeared  :  But  the  Britifn  forces  retreated  in  fuch 
profound  filence  in  the  night,  that  the  molt  advanced 
polls,  and  thofe  very  near  them,  knew  nothing  of 
their  departure  until  morning. 

Our  accounts  of  this  aftion  is  not  only  imperfe6l, 
but  contrary  to  that  which  General  Wafliington  has 
given  J  but  we  may  gather  from  the  circumftances  of 
both,  that  the  Britifh  troops  were  far  from  being  vic- 
torious on  this  occafion.  It  would  have  been  much 
to  their  intereft  as  well  as  their  honour,  now,  that 
they  had  the  Americans  in  the  open  field,  where  they 
had  long  profefTed  to  wifli  to  have  them.,  to  have 
fhewn  their  ablblute  fuperiority,  by  defeating  this 
army,  which  v/ould  have  tended  much  to  have  brought 
the  colonitts  to  the  terms  of  the  CommifiTioners,  who 
were  now  waiting  to  bring  the  Americans  to  fomc 
temper,  with  regard  to  their  ideas  of  reconciliation. 
Nothing  could  be  more  unfortunate  than  this  affair, 
to  the  defigns  of  the  commillioners :  their  threaten- 
ings  v/ere  now  defpifed,  and  the  boaffed  valour  of  the 
Britifli  forces  confidcred  only  in  a  common  point  of 
light.  The  beft  troops  in  the  Englifh  army  had  now 
been  made  to  rf^rreati  before  men,  to  whom  they  had 

L  !  1  a  '  lonp-. 
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long  given  the  names  of  a  rabble,  cowards,  and  pol- 
troons. This  was  not  likely  to  operate  favourably 
in  behalf  of  the  wifhes  of  the  Commiffioners.  It  is 
plain  from  all  circumfiances,  that  our  troops  had  a 
fair  opportunity  to  exert  all  their  valour,  ieeing  the 
yery  guards  and  the  invincible  grenadiers  had  juft  as 
much  duty  in  this  action  as  they  were  able  to  perform, 
and  yet  fo  far  were  the  colonills  from  giving  ground  • 
or  running  away,  that  they  lay  all  night  upon  their 
arms,  waiting  to  renew  the  a6tion  in  the  morning, 
when  our  brave  men  flipt  away  filently  in  the  night, 
and  got  beypnd  the  reach  of  danger. 

It  was  undoubtedly  wife  and  prudent  in  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  to  take  the  meafures  which  he  adopted  to 
fave  his  army  ;  for  it  does  not  appear  that,  fuppofe 
he  had  engaged  with  all  his  forces,  and  ftood  a  general 
aftion  to  the  end,  he  would  have  had  any  hopes^ 
of  any  other  fort  of  victory  than  would  have  ruined 
him.  The  i\mericans  were  determined  to  have  ftood 
to  the  utrnqft,  and  from  what  happened  during  the 
time  of  this  action,  it  appears  what  might  haye 
been  the  iffue,  provided  it  had  been  general.  Ge- 
neral Clinton  had  forefeen  this  from  the  beginning, 
and  endeavoured  to  guard  againft  the  fatal  confe- 
quences  he  perceived- would  follow  a  rafh  and  general 
engagement.  Both  he  and  Sir  William  Howe  had 
perceived,  fmce  the  affair  of  German  Town,  that 
Avithout  greater  reinforcements  than  they  had  reafon 
to  expCLl  from  Britain,  tnat  a  general  aftion  would  be 
yery  dangerous.  They  found  they  had  to  encoun- 
ter a  General,  who  was  not  eafily  to  be  circumvent- 
ed, and  whole  troops  had  now  by  experience,  both 
jearnffd  the  art  of  Vv'ar,  and  liad  acquired  that  mccha-^ 
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nical  courage  which  proceeds  from  frequent  aclion  ; 
and  what  was  more,  were  animated  with  ideas  of  li- 
berty, a  thing  for  which  thofe,  pefTefTed  of  great 
minds,  will  rather  die  than  live  without.  The  fiaves 
of  arbitrary  power,  when  under  drift  difcipline,  and 
the  command  of  good  officers,  will  occafionally  fight 
bravely,  but  when  the  aclion  is  over,  they  cool  and 
turn  languid  for  want  of  animating  principles;  but 
the  fpirit  of  liberty  is  a  natural  and  perpetual  fire 
that  never  ceafes  to  animate  the  heart  till  all  virtue  is 
gone,  and  then  there  is  nothing  worthy  of  ilrivinf 
aJDOut.  The  fpeculations  of  fome  felfifh  men  con- 
cerning duty  and  obedience  to  government,  may 
pleafe  themfelves  and  their  party,  either  for  a  cham- 
ber meditation,  or  a  blinding  apology  for  unjuftifiable 
aflions,  but  will  never  fatisfy  any  rational  enquirer, 
who  has  nothing  except  truth  for  the  object  of  his 
enquiry.  To  fuppofe  that  there  are  not  limits  fet  to 
power,  as  well  as  known  rules  of  obedience,  beyond 
which  neither  governors  nor  fubiefts  ought  to  pro- 
ceed, is  to  introduce  afcepticifm  in  government,  that 
will  foon  put  an  end  to  all  order,  right  and,  pro- 
perty. The  claim  of  rulers  v/ill  always  encreafe 
unlefs  circumfcribed  by  laws,  till  they  leave  nothino- 
for  others  to  elijoy  except  what  depends  upon  their 
grac5  and  favour;  and  provided  that  they  were  abfo- 
lutely  perfe6t  and  full  of  grace  and  truth,  there 
would  be  no  danger  from  their  encroachments:  But 
as  the  world  affords  fo  many  inftances  of  gracelefs 
rulers,  it  is  necffary  we  fiiould  have  fome  better  fe- 
curity  for  our  privileges,  than  their  favour.  Men 
that  carry  their  views  no  further  that  the  imi.iediate 
graLiiTication  of   th.eir  appetites,    or  t.hcir  own  priv.ue 
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worldly  intercft,  will  proceed  according  to  the  feel- 
ings which  thefe  produce;,  but  remove  thefe  and  they 
have  no  fprings  of  aftion.  Generous  afnd  liberal 
minds  extend  their  good  wifhes  to  all  men,  and  con- 
fider  their  own  private  intereft  infeparably  conned:ed 
with  the  common  weal.  Hence  they  are  influenced 
to  oppofe  every  power  that  encroaches  upon  the  com- 
mon rights  of  mankind,  and  find  themfelves  obliged 
to  refift  it  as  the  common  enemy  of  Ibciety. 

The  number  of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  action  of 
this  day  has  never  been  exactly  afcertained;  for  the 
Americans  declared  that  they  buried  four  times  as 
many  of  the  Britifh  troops,  as  our  accounts  fay  were 
killed.  How  many  of  the  colonifts  were  killed  in  this 
aftion,  it  was  irapoffible  for  the  Britifh  army  to  know 
as  they  left  the  field  to  their  enemy,  and  retreated  as 
as  fall  as  they  could.  Our  Gazette  could  with  no  pro- 
priety give  a  lift  of  any  more  killed  on  the  fide  of  the 
Americans,  than  they  acknowledge  in  their  accounts, 
becaufe  our  miniftry  could  have  no  certainty  with  re- 
gard to  the  matter  of  faft.  General  Wafliington 
fays  that  our  men  carried  off  all  their  wounded,  except 
four  officers  and  about  forty  foldiers :  This  he 
could  not  know  except  by  one  of  thefe  two  ways,  ei- 
ther by  being  informed  by  the  wounded  which  were 
ieft  in  the  field,  or  by  computing  the  proportion  of 
the  wounded  to  the  flain  they  had  buried;  and  if  it 
be  true  what  our  accounts  have  conftantly  afierted, 
that  the  proportion  of  wounded  on  our  fide  was  al- 
ways much  greater  than  the  flain,  there  mult  have 
been  a  greater  number  of  wounded  carried  off"  the  field 
by  the  army.  It  is  highly  probable  that  the  accounts 
on  both  fides  may  not  be  exaClly  according  to  truth; 

but 
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but  it  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed,  that  as  the  Ame- 
rican cannon  were  for  a  time  well  ferved,  and  played 
with  great  fury  upon  our  beft  troops,  that  more  were 
wounded  than  four  officers  and  forty  foldiers.  Ever 
fince  the  acftion  of  Bunker's  Hill,  we  have  reafon  to 
befufpicious  of  our  Gazette  account  of  the  killed  and 
wounded,  in  the  feveral  adions  which  happened  in 
America. 

After  this  adtion,  both  the  commanders  in  chief 
highly  commended  the  behaviour  of  our  officers  and 
men;  and  there  were  undoubtedly  good  reafon  for 
fuch  commendation  on  both  fides,  lb  far  as  the  praife 
extended  to  courage  and  bravery;  but  in  point  of 
morality  there  mu ft  have  been  a  great  difference  on 
the  one  fide  or  the  other.  Many  lives  were  loft,  and 
much  blood  fpilt,  which  might  have  been  fpared, 
had  not  that  unha[:py  difpute  commenced.  One  can- 
not read  the  hiftory  of  fach  fatal  tranfadions,  without 
reflecting  upon  the  realbns  and  caufes  of  them;  for 
it  always  implies  fome  great  error  on  the  one  fide,  or 
perhaps  on  both,  when  fuch  hoftile  proceedings  are 
purfued.  In  all  civil  wars  recorded  in  hiftory,  their 
caufes  and  fprings  have  been  derived  from  bad  go- 
vernment or  from  bad  adminiftration  of  the  laws  and 
police  of  nations.  The  people  have  never  been  un- 
reafonable  v/hen  government  have  been  virtuous, 
nor  has  it  been  found  that  fubjeci:s  thought  of  revolt- 
ing or  rebelling  till  they  were  evidently  opprelfed.  k 
is  an  eafy  matter,  for  thofe  that  are  fupported  by  the 
fpoils  cf  others,  ro  cry  out  againft  them  as  fa-flious 
and  rebellious,  but  were  they  to  change  places  and 
circumftances,  it  would  n-iake  a  great  alteration.  All 
government  recorded  in  hiftory  have,  when  they  de- 
parted 
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parted  from  the  principles  of  the  conftitucion  of  na- 
tions, been  ready  to  call  out  againil  rebellion  in 
their  fubjedls,  when  they  oppofed  their  opprefiTive 
and  abfurd  meafures:  the  force  of  reafon  and  juftice 
bears  but  little  weight  with  men  who  are  determined 
upon  fupporting  their  own  meafures,  for  the  fake  of 
gratifying  their  lull  of  power,  or  the  cravings  of  ap- 
petite.    • 

General  Walhington  gave  high  and  unufual  praifc 
to  his  officers  and  men,  and  exprefied  his  obligations 
to  their  zeal  and  bravery:  Hefaid  the  behaviour  of 
the  troops  in  general,  after  they  had  recovered  from 
the  furprize  occafioned  by  the  retreat  of  the  advanced 
party,  was  fuch  as  could  not  be  furpaffed;  and  he 
rcprefented  them  to  the  Congrefs  in  fuch  a  light  as 
made  that  body  exprefs  their  moft  zealous  acknow- 
ledgment of  their  fervice,  in  the  moft  public  manner. 
Such  a  public  approbation  from  the  Congrefs  was  very 
flattering  to  the  army,  but  particularly  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief  and  his  officers;  in  which  they  con- 
fidered  this  aftion  as  a  battle,  and  the  refult  as  a  great 
and  important  vidory,  obtained  over  the  grand  Bririfh 
army,  under  the  immediate  command  of  their  general. 
In  this  they  were  not  altogether  wrong,  for  though 
the  trophies  of  victory  were  fmall,  yet  they  kept  the 
field,  and  the  Britifh  troops  retreated,  which  had  all 
the  ufual  appearance  of  a  vi6lory  :  And  this  vi6lory 
was  fo  compleat  as  to  clear  both  the  Jerfies  and  Phi- 
ladelphia, of  an  enemy  that  had  done  them  much 
injury. 

The  evacuation  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
flight  of  the  Britiih  army  through  the  Jerfies  to  New- 
York,  was  equal  to  a  vidory  in  the  view  of  the  An*ie- 

ricans. 
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ricans.  It  fhewed  them  that  our  army  did  not  con- 
iider  themfelvesof  fufficient  force  to  adventure  ibuth- 
ward  to  Virginia,  or  Maryland,  without  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  fleet;  and  that,  without  aid  of  the  navy^ 
they  were  at  prefent  able  to  make  no  important 
conquefts.  The  conjeftures  concerning  this  preci- 
pitate flight  among  parties  at  home  was  various,  and 
there  were  fev/  that  could  determine  certainly,  what 
were  the  real  caufes  thereof.  The  friends  of  the 
court  and  the  miniftry  reprefented  this  retreat  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  as  a  military  exploit,  almoft:  equal  to 
that  of  Xenophon  and  the  ten  thoufand  Greeks,  fo 
much  famed  in  ancient  hiilory;  and  it  was  faid  that 
nothing  fo  great  and  glorious  had  been  performed 
fince  the  beginning  of  this  war.  That  General  Clin- 
ton would  now  foon  bring  the  .Americans  to  a  fenfe 
of  their  duty,  and  the  war  to  a  happy  and  glorious 
conclufion.  Such  was  the  infatuation  of  this  party, 
that  our  greateil  loflTes  were  interpreted  advantages; 
and  what  all  the  world  confidered  as  our  difgrace, 
was  confidered  by  thofe  commentators  as  our  glory 
and  honour.  There  were  others  who  confidered  the 
flight  from  Philadelphia  in  another  point  of  view,  and 
probably  in  its  true  light:  They  laid  that  our  troops 
could  not  keep  pofTeOion  of  Philadelphia  without 
rilking  an  engagement,  and  that  the  danger  from  fuch 
a  proceeding  would  have  been  exceedingly  great. — » 
That  as  they  had  now  no  expeftations  of  any  rein- 
forcement from  Britain  for  a  feafon,  and  were  uncer- 
tain v/hen  any  might  be  fent,  they  were  under  a  necef- 
fity  to  fccure  themfelves  in  the  beft  manner  they  could, 
and  always  keep  near  to  the  fea,  where  they  might 
have  free  accefs  to  their  fhips,  in  cafe  of  imminenE 
danger.  There  had  been  no  force  f^nt  to  Americas 
Vol.  IL  M  m  m  fmce 
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finee  the  beginning  of  the  war,  that  was  competent 
to  make  a  conqueft  of  that  continent  by  landj  the 
troops  difl-fl:  never  proceed  far  into  that  country,  for 
when  they  advanced  any  diftance  from  their  fhips, 
they  were  fure  to  meet  with  fiich  vigorous  attacks, 
as  taught  them  the  danger  of  the  enterprize  by  re- 
ducins;  their  numbers.  Nothing-  could  be  more  ro- 
mantic  than  to  imagine  that  men  would  give  up  their 
liberties  and  become  Haves,  when  they  had  health 
and  ftrength,  and  arms  in  their  hands;  or  that  they 
would  tamely  give  up  all  that  was  dear  to  men  without 
making  all  the  refiftance  they  could.  Three  millions 
of  people  upon  their  own  ground,  and  in  a  country 
which  they  know  and  are  acquainted  with,  will  defend 
themfelves  againfl  any  quantity  that  can  be  fent  out 
of  feven  millions,  at  the  diftance  of  three  thoufand 
miles,  acrofs  a  tempeftuous  ocean,  through  the  vari- 
ous chances  of  winds,  tides,  and  ftorms.  It  is  an  ea- 
fy  matter  to  form  plans  and  make  up  eftimates  upon 
paper,  to  draw  charts,  and  defcribe  voyages  in  a  ca- 
binet; but  it  is  quite  a  different  matter  to  mufter 
troops,  man  fleets,  and  condu6l  them  acrofs  the  At- 
lantic to  America^  What  all  wife  impartial  people 
forefaw,  from  the  beginning  of  this  unhappy  and 
unnatural  war,  the  miniftry  at  laft  in  experience  found 
and  could  tell,  provided  their  pride  and  ambition 
v/ould  permit  them,  how  difficult  it  is  to  carry  on  war 
in  America.  The  war  with  France  and  Spain,  while 
we  had  the  colonifts  to  aiTift  us  was  but  play  to- 
this.new,  impolitic,  and  unrighteous  enterprize. 

The  Briiilli  troops  having  made  the  beft  of  their 
way  during  the  night  after  this  engagement,  had  ad- 
vanced fo  far,  as  rendered  the  purfuit  impradicable, 
aiid  all  attempts   to  interrupt  their  embarkation  at 
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Sandy-PIook,  fi'uitlefs.  For  this  reafon  General 
Wafhington  dcftached  fome  light  troops  to  obferve  the 
motions  of  the  enemy,  and  drew  off  the  main  body  of 
his  army  to  the  borders  of  the  North  River.  The 
lols  of  the  coloniils,  in  point  of  killed  and  wounded, 
was  not  great,  but  they  lofb  two  good  ofrice-rs,  who 
were  much  lamented:  Colonel  Bonner  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  and  Major  Dickenfon  of  Virginia,  the  iofs  of 
whom,  was  feverely  felt. 

There  was  a  circumftance  vvhich  happened   in  this 
engagem.ent,  which  occafioned  fome  fpeculation  bstji 
in  America  and   at   home,  and  produced  different  ef- 
fects in  the  minds  of  different   parties.     The  behavi- 
our of  General  Lee  v/as  feverely  cenfured  by  General 
Wafhington,  who  is  alfo  faid  to  have  ufed  fome  very 
harlli  and  fevere  expreffions,  in  the  face  of  the  army, 
when  he  met  General  Lee,  on  the  retreat  of  his  corps 
from    the  place  of  adlion,    amounting   to    a   direct 
charge  of  difobedience  of  orders,   v.ant  of  condu6t, 
or  want  of  courage.     This   produced   two  paffionatc 
letters  from   General  Lee,  who  was  now   put  under 
arreft,  with  an  anfwer  from  General  Wafliington  on 
the  fame  day  or  night  of  the  aclion.     A  court  marciul 
was  inftantly  demanded,  and  as  inilantly  appointed, 
and  fo  fpeedily  carried  into  execution,  as  to  be  open- 
ed at  Brunfwick  on  the  fourth  of  July.     The  charges 
brought  againft  General   Lee  were  :    Firft,  dilobedi- 
ence  of  orders,  in  not  attacking  the  enemy  upon  the 
20th  of  June,  agreeable  to  repeated  inftruftions:   For 
m-ifbehaviour  before  the  enemy  on  the  lame  day,  by 
making  an  unneceffary,  diforderly,  and  fliamehil  re- 
treat: And  laftly,  for  difrefped  to  the  commander  in 
chief,  by  the  two  letters   that  have   been  mentioned. 
The  refuk  of  the  court,  after  a  trial  which  laRed  until 
IvI  m  m  2  the 
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the  1 2th  of  Auguft,   was,  the  finding  of  General  Lee 
guilty  of  the  firfl   charge  5    the  finding  hinn  in  pare 
guilty  of  the  fecond,  of  mifbehaviour  before  the  ene- 
my, by  making  an  unnecefTary,  and  in  fome  few  in- 
llances    a    diforderly   retreat.     They   alfo  found  him 
guilty  of  difrefpeft  to  the  commander  in   chief,    and 
fentenced  him  to  be  fufpcnded  from  any  command  in 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,   for  the  term  of  12 
months.     To  form   a  juft   and  true  opinion  of  the 
juflice  of  his  fentence,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  know 
the  feveral  particulars  of  the  charges,   with  their  cir- 
cumftances  as  they  really  flood.     According  to  what 
appears  from  Gen.  Lee's  own  letter,   and  the  Ameri- 
can account  of  the  aftion,   it  would  appear  that  Ge- 
neral Lee  either  failed  in  obedience  to  command,  or 
was  deficient  in  his  ufual  courage  and  intrepidity. 
This  might  probably  arife  from  certain  mechanical 
reafons  which  will  upon  all  occafions  afFed;  the  moft 
brave  and  courageous.  He  had  been  long  under  fevere 
confinement,  and  had  been  very  hardly  ufed ;  the  man- 
ner of  his  confinement,    and  the  v/ant  of  necefTary 
frelh  air,  and  wholefome  food,  might  reduce  his  con- 
Ititution  and  afFed  his  nerves,  whereby  he  might  per- 
ceive objefts  of  danger  in  a  diff'erent  light,  from  what 
he  would  have  done  in  his  ordinary  ftate  of  vigour. 
It  is  not  improbable  that  he  might  have  a  real  want 
of  necefTary  courage  for  fuch  an  important  command 
at   this   time,    and  for  fear  of  mifmanaging  through 
raflinefs,    might   through  that  apprehenfion   be  defi- 
cient in  what  otherwife  was  his  duty.     Though  in  ail 
this  he  could  not  be  criminal,  yet  the  operation  was 
the  fame  in  the  a6tion,  as  if  in  had  been  done  with  de- 
fign  J    and  as  the  court  were  only  to  proceed  upon 
pommon  reafons,   according  to  the  evidence  betore 
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them,  they  were  not  likely  to  find  any  apology  for 
an  a6lion  that  had  a  tendency  to  produce  liich  fatal 
conlequences.  It  does  not  appear  that  there  was  any 
partiality  in  the  behaviour  of  the  court  martial,  nor 
did  General  Lee  afterwards  complain  of  their  len- 
ience i  the  necelTity  of  the  time  required  that  every 
ftep  of  mifcondud  in  officers  fhould  be  marked  witii 
difpleafure,  that  others  might  take  warning,  and  pay 
proper  regard  to  their  duty.  The  difcipline  of  i'ret: 
ftates,  in  all  ages,  when  there  were  virtue  or  vigour 
in  their  conftitution,  has  been  reprefented  by  hiftory 
as  exaft  and  levere  3  and  though  they  have  been 
zealous  of  liberty,  and  jealous  of  the  rights  of  man- 
kind i  yet  they  confidered  a  man's  engaging  to  per- 
form a  duty  which  he  either  could  not  or  would  not 
perform,  a  crime  puniHiable  by  the  laws:  and  that  it 
is  not  inconfiftent  with  liberty,  to  mark  with  difap- 
probation,  manifeft  negledl  of  duty,  or  betrayino;  of 
truft.  The  freedom  of  the  people,  in  all  free  na- 
tions, can  only  be  fupported  by  a  ftrifl  adherence 
to  the  laws  that  are  inftituted  for  the  fupport  thereof. 
To  be  remifs  in  executing  thefe  lav/s,  is  the  ready 
way  to  lofe  liberty.  If  men,  in  forming  of  States, 
were  fo  wife  as  to  make  no  more  articles  than  are  ne- 
cefTary  to  fupport  that  freedom  they  went  to  main- 
tain, and  never  to  turn  remifs  in  the  adminiilration 
of  them,  it  would  be  the  only  thing  to  continue  liber- 
ty and  national  felicity.  Partiality  in  adminiftering 
juftice,  is  a  fure  way  to  deftroy  freedom  :  this  has 
been  the  bane  of  nations,  and  the  ruin  of  empires. 
Strid  and  exaCl:  difcipline  in  armies,  upon  principles 
of  juftice,  is  neceifary,  to  keep  every  one  to  tiieir  duty, 
but  it  ought  at  the  fame  time  to  be  confidered,  than 
no  more  duties  ought  to  be  impofed  than  realbn  and 

juftice 
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juftice  requires  every  man,  in  his  ftation,  to  fulfil. 
To  multiply  duties  beyond  the  limits  of  neceffity  or 
juftice,  is  to  create  tranfgreffions  by  law.  What  is 
juft  and  reafonable  is  eafily  perceived,  and  men  can 
have  no  difpute  concerning  this  point,  if  they  will 
only  judge  concerning  others  as  they  would  wifli  them 
to  judge  if  the  cafe  was  their  own„  But  this  can  only 
happen  when  virtue  is  predominant,  and  when  the 
common  weal  takes  place  of  all  private  intereft. 

The  Britilh  army,  after  much  fatigue  and  wearinefs 
through  the  heat  of  the  weather  and  the  labour  in  the 
late  adion,  arrived  at  the  heights  of  Navefink,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Sandy-Hook,  on  the  lall  day  of 
June,  where  they  were  met  by  the  fleet  under  Lord 
Howe  from  the  Delaware,  where  they  had  been  de- 
tained by  calms  in  the  river  for  fome  time,  but  had 
mod  fortunately  arrived  the  day  before  the  approach 
of  the  army.  It  was  a  very  fortunate  circumilance 
fot  our  army,  that  the  fleet  was  fo  ready  to  receive 
them,  otherwife  they  might  have  been  in  great  jeo- 
pardy, had  the  Americans  purfued  them  clofe.  In 
the  preceding  winter,  the  peninfula  of  Sandy-Hook 
had  been  cut  off  from  the  continent,  and  converted 
into  an  abfolute  ifland  by  a  violent  breach  of  the  fea ; 
a  circumftance  then  of  little  confequence,  but  which 
might  now  have  been  fatal  to  our  army.  By  the  for- 
tunate arrival  of  the  fleet,  at  the  infliant  when  its  af- 
fiftance  was  fo  critically  neceflfiiry,  by  the  ability  of 
the  noble  commander,  and  the  extraordinary  efforts 
of  the  feamen,  this  impediment  was  fpeedily  removed. 
A  bridge  of  boats  was  completed  vvith  great  expedi- 
tion, and  the  whole  army  palled  over  this  new  channel 
on  the  5th  of  July,  and  were  afterwards  conveyed  to 
New-York.     Neitlier  the  army  nor  navy  as  yet,  knew 

the 
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the  circumllances  of  danger  and  ruin,    in  which  they 
had  been  fo  nearly  involved. 

A  French  fleet  of  great  force  had  now  arrived  on 
the  coafb,  of  which  neither  the  army  nor  navy  had 
till  this  time  received  the  fmalleft  notice.  This  un- 
expected event  filled  the  minds  of  ail  the  officers  with 
new  apprehenfions,  and  the  dangers  which  they  had 
lately  efcaped,  appeared  fmall  to  thofe  which  they 
now  apprehended.  They  had  as  yet  been  mailers  of 
the  feas  in  that  quarter,  and  could  move  where  they 
pleafed,  whenever  they  were  in  danger  by  landj  but 
now  two  evils  ftared  them  in  the  face,  they  were  obli- 
ged to  change  their  pofitlon  on  the  continent  for  the 
fake  of  having  free  accefs  to  our  fhips,  but  now  the 
fleet  itfelf  was  in  danger,  which  greatly  increafed  their 
ipprehenflons. 

The  danger  ro  which  our  fleet  and  army  were  now 
expofed,  had  been  forefeen  and  foretold  by  thofe 
who  were  in  the  oppofition  in  parliament,  and  the; 
failing  of  the  French  fleet  under  the  command  of  the 
Count  D'Eftaing  had  been  publifhed  long  before  our 
miniftry  had  made  any  provifion  againfl:  its  opera- 
tions. Some  warm  reprefentations  had  been  made 
concerning  the  fupinenefs  and  negligence  of  our  ad- 
mirality,  in  feveral  fpeeches  in  parliament,  to  which 
the  minifl:ry  were  unable  to  reply  with  any  degree  of 
fatisfaclion  to  either  their  friends  or  enemies.  The 
incapacity  of  our  minifl:ry  had  as  bad  an  effect  upon 
public  affairs,  as  if  they  had  proceeded  with  a  real 
intention  to  ruin  the  nation,  and  there  were  not: 
wanting  fome,  who  both  faid  as  well  as  thought, 
that  they  really  intended  the  events  which  happened. 
This  latter  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  cafe, 
but  the  effeds  of  their  incapacity  were  equally  fatal 

to 
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to  the  public  intereft.  It  v/as  little  benefit  to  the  pub- 
lic to  be  informed,  that  they  did  not  a6l  wrong 
through  treachery  and  defign,  when  they  did  the  fame 
things  through  incapacity;  and  would  not  give  up 
employments  and  offices,  which  they  could  not  dif- 
charge  with  honour  to  themfelves,  nor  fafety  to  their 
country. 

Information  had  been  received  a  long  time  before 
the  failing  of  the  Toulon  fleet,  that  it  was  preparing 
and  would  be  ready  to  fail  in  a  fhort  time,  yet  our  ad- 
miralty difregarded  thefe  notices,  and  fuffered  the 
French  fquadron,  uuder  the  Count  D'Eftaing,  to  pafs 
the  limits  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  to  carry  deflruc- 
tion  to  our  fleet  and  army  in  North  America,  and 
afterwards  fire  and  fword  to  our  Wefl:  India  iflands. 
It  was  of  fmall  advantage  to  the  nation  jto  know, 
whether  the  prefent  misfortunes  had  happened 
through  the  treachery  or  incapacity  of  the  minifliry, 
or  from  that  fatality  that  had  confl:antly  attended  all 
their  meafures.  They  had  baniflied,  by  their  coun- 
fels,  all  wife  and  honefl  men  from  the  prefence  of 
their  fovereign,  and  were  now  employing  him  in  ho- 
liday pageants  at  Spithead,  to  divert  the  attention  of 
the  people  from  their  immediate  danger,  whilft  our 
colonies  and  foreign  dependents  were  neglected, — 
our  glory  ftained, — and  the  Britifli  flag  difgraced. 
The  oppofltion  in  parliament  alked  the  minifl:ry,  and 
with  great  propriety,  whether  it  lelTened  the  calami- 
ties of  the  nation  to  know,  that  the  pillaging  of  their 
coafts  during  the  fummer,  the  alarm  and  terror  into 
which  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  had  been 
•thrown,  under  the  apprehenfion  of  invafion,  together 
with  the  defl:ru(ftion  of  their  commerce,  and  the  lofs 
of  public  credit,  proceeded  merely  form  the  incapa- 
city 


A.  Ds'1778.         THE    WAR    IN    AMERICA.  465 

■city  of  the  minifters;  Or  that  the  calling  out  ofthe  mi- 
litia without  arms,  and  fending  them  to  be  encamped 
without  tents  or  field  equipage  fprung  from  the  fame 
caufe?  But  to  which  ever  cauie  the  foreojoing  in- 
•ftances  may  be  attributed,  no  doubt,  laid  they,  can 
be  entertained,  that  it  was  the  moft  tnorough  convic- 
tion of  their  incapacity,  which  produced  the  French 
refcript,  the  datngerous  meafure  on  which  it  was 
founded,  and  the  infuk  and  contumely  which  the  Bri- 
tifli  flag  has  undergone  in  the  ports  of  Spain.  No- 
thing lefs  than  fuch  conviflion,  could  have  embolden- 
'ed  thofe  nations  to  venture  upon  fuch  a  conduct,  nor 
could  any  other  poflible  direction  of  the  affairs  of 
Great  Britain,  have  drawn  upon  it  fuch  infult  and  in- 
jury. 

They  afKed,  if  any  man  in  his  fenfes  could  give  a 
vote  of  credit  to  a  miniilry,  who  were  always  lad  to 
learn  what  they  Ihould  be  firft  to  know  ?  Who  could 
be  fo  infenfibie  of  the  fudden  emergencies  to  which 
fuch  a  feafbn  as  the  prefent  was  liable,  that  when  the 
account  arrived  of  a  tranfaftion  which  every  ::body  ex- 
pelled, and  which  they  fhould  have  long  guarded  a- 
gainft>  only  one  of  them  was  to  be  found,  and  the  reft 
"were  fo  difperfed  in  the  courfe  of  their  pleafures,  that 
afufficient  number  of  them  could  not  be  procured  for 
holding  a  council,  unti]  the  hour  of  debate  and  deter- 
mination was  loft.  Thus  had  we  loft  that  advantage 
of  the  wind,  v/hich  its  known  and  natural  courfe  in  the 
month  of  April  afforded  ;  and  now  fee  our  fleet  em- 
bayed at  Portfmouth,  and  likely  to  continue  there, 
from  its  having  as  naturally  and  regularly  taken  the 
oppofite  dired:ion. 
Vol.  II.  N  n  n  Who 
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Who  therij  they  faid,  could  truft  fuch  minifters  ?  or 
was  it  even  poffible  to  eftimate  their  guilt  ?  Was 
there  any  thing  more  wanting  to  feal  that  fatal  cha- 
ra(fler  of  their  adminiftration,  which  carried  no  other 
diftinftion,  than  the  regular  and  fucceflive  circum- 
llances  of  ruin,  in  which  they  had  involved  their 
country  ?  But  it  feemed,  that  the  difgrace  of  a  Bur- 
goyne  was  to  be  atoned  by  the  deflruftion  of  a 
HOwe :  and  the  want  of  information,  relative  to  the 
union  of  France  and  America,  to  be  compenfated  by 
the  ignorance  of  D'Eftalng's  failing  and  deftination. 
A  gentleman  of  diilindion,  on  that  fide,  ended  his 
fpeech  with  eager  exclamation  :  *  Whither  is  the  fpirit 
of  England  fled  !  Where  is  the  wifdom  that  ufed  to 
pervade  her  councils  !  Where  are  the  terrors  gone, 
with  which  fhe  was  wont  to  fill  the  bofoms  of  thofe 
who  dared  to  infult  her !  Britain,  he  feared,  was  be- 
trayed; treachery  and  corruption  vied  with  each 
other,  to  fee  which  fliould  firft  efFe6t  her  downfall  and 
difgrace.'  The  minifters  faid  they  were  confident, 
that  if  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  were  acquaint- 
ed with  the  preparations  that  had  been  made,  and 
the  effedual  care  taken  to  prevent  this  country  from 
invafion,  they  Vv^ould  not  fo  railily  condemn  them  for 
treachery;  nor  charge  them  fo  haflily  with  incapa- 
city. The  utmoil  exertions  had  been  ufed,  as  well 
with  refpe6l  to  the  navy,  as  to  every  other  mode  of 
preparation  and  defence.  And  though  no  fleet  had 
yet  failed  to  oppofe  the  Toulon  fquadron,  that  was 
properly  to  be  attributed  to  the  advantage  of  fupply 
which  the  French  derived  from  their  regifter,  and 
which  at  all  times  enabled  them  to  man  out  a  fleet 
fooncrthan  we  could  i  but  it   by  no  means  afforded 

any 
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any  jull:  ground  for  the  repeated  charges  of  incapa- 
city made  againft  the  minifters.  They  befides  infill- 
ed, that  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  danger  to 
which  the  nation  was  expofed,  under  the  immediate 
threat  and  apprehenfion  of  an  invafion,  it  would  have 
been  highly  imprudent  and  unwife  to  have  weakened 
the  home  defence,  by  any  detachment  from  the 
grand  fleet,  until  fiich  a  force  was  provided  as  would 

have    been  adequate   to    the    different   fervices. 

And  if  it  had  been  otherwife,  and  that  detachments 
could  have  been  fpared,  ftill  they  contended,  that  it 
v/ould  not  have  fitting  to  fend  out  a  fquadroi!  to 
oppofe  D'Eltaing,  without  fome  clue  for  its  guidance 
in  meeting  him,  which  could  not  be  obtained  until 
fome  light  was  thrown  on  his  deftination  or  objed. — 
It  was  hoped,  that  if  D'Eftaing  was  bound  to  North 
America,  Lord  Howe  would  be  able  to  ufe  fuch 
means  of  defence,  as  would  prevent  any  immediate 
confequence  of  moinent^  but  in  the  worft  that  could 
happen.  Admiral  Byron,  with  the  fleet  under  his 
orders  at  Portfmouth,  would  arrive  in  time  on  the 
coaft,  to  take  full  vengeance  for  any  infult  that  was 
offered. 

The  American  minifter  acknowledged,  that  appear- 
ances were  againft:  the  minifl:ry;  but  appearances 
were  not  to  jufl:ify  a  condemnation  ;  a  full  enquiry 
into  the  circumfl:ances  might  place  this  cafe  in  a  very 
different  light.  For  his  part  he  was  ready  to  meet 
every  fcrutiny,  and  wiflied  punifhment  to  fall  where 
it  was  deferved.  When  the  difpatches  arrived,  he 
took  the  fpeediefl  means  to  convene  the  minifters 
from  the  country,  where  fome  oi  them  then  were. — - 
That  from  the  time  of  their  arrival,   the  greateil  ex- 

N  n  n  2  pedition 
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pedition  had  been  ufed  by  him,  in  fending  the  orders 
of  council  to  the  proper  officers  at  Spithead;  but  mif* 
fortunes  were  not  always  to  be  avoided.  He  hoped, 
— he  wifhed  heartily  that  our  affairs  might  have  a 
happier  turn.  The  painful  pre-eminence  of  office  he 
faidj  was  at  fuch  a  time,  little  to  be  envied:  and  for 
his  part,  if  any  gentleaian  of  talents,  and  inclination 
to  ferv?  his  country,  wilhed  to  come  into  his  place,  he 
was  ready  to  refign  it.  This  fpeech  of  the  minifter 
agreed  but  ill  with  what  had  been  confidently  affert- 
ed  fome  Ihort  time  before,  concerning  the  ftate  cf'  the 
navy;  for  if  they  durit  not  venture  to  fend  as  many 
fhips  as  were  fufficient  to  prevent  the  Toulon  fqua- 
dron  from  failing  to  America,  for  fear  of  an  attack 
upon  our  own  coaft,  it  was  plain  that  our  navy  in  the 
eibeem  of  the  miniilry  themfelves,  was  not  fit  to  com- 
bat the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain.  This  was  an  ob- 
fervaiion  that  could  not  efcape  the  notice  of  thofe  in 
the  minority. 

Whatever  were  the  caufes  of  the  mifmanagement 
at  this  time,  it  is  manifelt  that  worfe  meafures  could 
not  have  been  purfued;  for  had  the  French  fleet  not 
been  prevented  by  florms,  more  than  by  the  wifdom 
of  the  miniilry,  both  our  fleet  and  army  had  been 
cxpofed  to  the  greateft  danger,  if  not  totally  deflroy- 
ed.  Though  the  miniflry  were  informed  in  the  month 
of  February  of  the  number  of  fhips  that  compofed 
the  Toulon  fquadron,  of  the  arrival  of  Count  D'Ef- 
taing,  and  of  the  day  on  which  he  inrended  to  fail, 
and  alfo  knew  that  he  did  fail  on  the  13th  of  April, 
yet  our  fleet  continued  l,ying  ac  Spirhead  till  the  latter 
end  of  May;  nor  was  a  fingle  meafure  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  dreadful   etfeds   which  v/ere  to   be  expevl:evl 

from. 
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from  this  formidable  fquadron.  The  firfl:  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  had,  upon  the  20th  of  November,  lad  year, 
informed  the  public,  that  there  were  forty-two  (liips 
of  the  line  fit  for  fervice,  of  \¥hich  thirty-five  might 
put  to  fea  at  an  hour's  warning,  and  the  remaining 
feven  would  be  ready  in  a  fortnight  ;  yet  when  the 
fervice  of  thefe  fliips  was  required,  the  firil  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  was  found  not  worthy  to  be  depended 
upon.  Though  vaft  fums  of  money  had  been  grant- 
ed beyond  all  example  in  any  former  v/ar,  yet  when 
there  was  occafion  for  aclion,  our  fleets  were  always 
in  want  of  fome  one  thing  or  other.  Sometimes  they 
wanted  men,  fometimes  rigging,  at  other  times  fmall 
beeti  lb  that  one  delay  always  fucceeded  another, 
when  their  fervice  was  required. 

Our  army  had  not  vyeil  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook, 
when  they  received  the  intelligence,  from  fome  of 
Lord  Howe's  cruizers,  that  a  new  enemy  had  ap- 
peared on  the  coail  of  America.  Lord  Howe  had 
received  information  on  which  he  could  depend,  that 
Count  D'Edaing  was  feen  oiT  the  coaft  of  Virginia, 
with  a  fleet  of  twelve  or  thirteen  fail  of  the  line  of 
battle  fhips.  It  was  fortunate  for  our  fleet  and  army 
that  this  fleet  did  not  come  fo  far  as  the  Delaware, 
before  our  fleet  was  failed  to  New- York,  otherwife 
it  might  have  been  in  the  power  of  D'Eftaing  to  have 
deflroyed  the  whole;  or  had  he  met  the  tranfports 
in  their  pafTage  as  they  were  encumbered,  and  only 
under  the  convoy  of  two  fliips  of  the  line  and  fome 
frigates,  the  confequence  is  obvious.  The  flate  of 
the  army,  as  v/eil  as  that  of  the  fleet,  would  have 
been  deplorable,  and  the  lofs  of  the  latter  v/ould  have 
iffued  in  the  lofs  of  the   former;    for  as  the  army 

could 


470  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y    O  E  A.  D.  1778. 

could  not  then,  by  any  pofTible  means,  have  pur- 
fued  its  way  to  New-York,  and  would  have  been  en- 
clofed  on  the  one  fide  by  the  American  army,  and 
on  the  other  by  the  French  fleet  cut  off  from  all  fup- 
ply  and  provifion,  and  dcfcitnte  of  every  refource, 
the  confequence  mud  have  been  that  they  muft  have 
either  all  perifhed,  or  have  furrendered  as  General 
Burgoyne  did  at  Saratoga.  The  badnefs  of  the  wea- 
ther, more  than  the  wifdom  of  our  miniftry,  faved  our 
army  and  fleet,  for, by  various  ftorms  Count  D'Eftaing 
was  fo  interrupted  in  his  voyage,  that  he  did  not  ar- 
rive lo  foon  as  he  might  have  done,  provided  the 
weather  had  continued  favourable  and  the  wind  fair. 
And  after  all  his  interruptions,  had  he  dire6led  his 
courfe  direftly  to  New- York,  inftead  of  Chefapeak 
Bay,  the  confequence  to  our  fleet  and  army  would 
have  been  much  the  fame ;  for  he  would  have 
come  upon  both  in  a  fliatcered  condition,  entangled 
with  laying  or  paffmg  the  bridge  at  Sandy-Hook.  la 
either  of  which  circumftances,  deftruftion  mud  have 
been  the  confequence,  and  the  event  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture and  magnitude  as  had  not  been  experienced  in 
any  late  ages.  To  Britain  it  muft  have  been  fatal,  as 
her  army,  upon  which  llie  had  fpent  immenfe  fums, 
and  her  fleet,  upon  which  flie  depended  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  her  weftern  dominion,  would  have  been  no 
more.  But  the  principal  object  D'Eftaing  had  in 
view,  was  to  furprize  our  fleet  in  the  Delaware,  and 
to  enclofe  our  army  in  Philadelphia,  whereby  he  ima- 
gined he  would  gain  the  fame  point,  which,  if  he  had 
known,  and  purfued  his  courle,  he  might  have  more 
eflfecluaUy  gained  by  lading  to  New-York.     A  more 

remarkable 
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remarkable  and   fignal   efcape  and  deliverance  is  not 
eafy  to  be  pointed  out. 

Though  the  degree  of  the  danger  was  leffened  by 
the  favour  of  Providence,  it  was  not  immediately  al- 
together removed.  A  heavy  cloud  as  yet  hung  over 
both  the  fleet  and  army,  and  how  it  would  buril  and 
difpel,  was  as  yet  altogether  uncertain.  It  required 
great  forecad  to  perceive  in  what  manner  the  French 
would  proceed,  or  to  underlland  whether  it  was  podi- 
ble  for  them  toeffedwith  their  great  Ihips  what  only 
could  be  ruinous  to  our  fleet.  Upon  the  fourth 
day  after  the  account  was  received  of  his  arrival  on 
the  coall,  and  fubfequent  advice  of  his  having  ancho- 
red at  the  Delaware,  D'Efl:aing  appeared  fuddenly  and 
un'expedledly  in  fight  of.  the  Britifli  fleet  at  Sandy- 
Hook.  He  had  a  great  force,  and  as  yet  in  good 
good  condition,  having  twelve  fhips  of  the  line  and 
three  frigates  of  fuperior  fize.  Among  the  firft  there 
were  fome  lliips  of  great  force  and  weight  of  metal, 
one  carrying  90,  another  80,  and  .fix  carrying  74  guns 
each  ;  and  the  fquadron  was  faid  to  have  eleven  thou- 
fand  men  on  board.  On  the  other  fide,  the  Britifli 
fleet  under  Lord  Howe,  confifted  of  fix  64  gun  fhips, 
three  of  50,  and  two  of  40  guns,  v/ith  fom.e  fri- 
gates and  floops.  Mofl:  of  the  line  of  battle  fliips  be- 
lono-ing;  to  Lord  Howe  had  been  long:  at  fea,  and 
v/ere  on  that  account  in  a  very  indiff^erent  condition, 
and  were  wretchedly  manned.  The  principal  ba- 
lance to  thefe  difadvantages,  and  which  was  the  mod 
elfential  remedy  for  the  feveral  other  evils  that  were 
attendant  on  our  fleet,  was  the  fuperior  abilities  of 
their  commander,  and  the  excellency  of  their  ether 
officers.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  in  ail  Europe, 
either  fuch  another  fea-officer  as  Lord  Howe,  or  fuch 

affillants 
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afliftants  as  thefe  inferior  officers  that  were  under  him. 
He  had  a  confiuTimate  knowledge  in  naval  atchiev^ 
ments,  and  imderftood  almoft  every  poflible  circum- 
ftance  that  might  happen'jn  fuch  a  critical  fituation. 
He  provided  againfl:  all  the  evils  that  might  happen, 
as  much  as  his  circumftances  and  the  force  under  his 
command    would   permit.       His    preparations   were 
maftcrly  and  judicious,   and  his   fuccefs   in   the  end, 
anfwerable  to  the  wifdom  of  his  conduft.     There  was 
one  thing  much   in  favour   of  Lord  Howe :  He  was 
in  pofleffion  of  Sandy  Hook  and  the  harbour,  the  en- 
trance of  which  is  covered  by  a  bar,  and  from  whence 
the  inlet  paffes  to  New-York.     To  force  this  pafTage 
was    not  an   cafy   tafk,    though   it   is   believed   that 
D'Eftaing  intended  to  m"ake  the  grand  attack  at  this 
point,  force  the  pafiage,  and  attack  the  Englifh  fleet 
in  the  harbour.     Had  this  been  fpeedily  executed  the 
ruin  of  our  fleet  would  have  been  inevitable  ^  fortho' 
Lord  Howe  had  mads  every  poflible  preparation  for 
defence  that  the  time  would  admit  of,  yet  from   the 
wind's  blowing  contrary,   and  many  other   unavoid- 
able  accidents,  the   Ihips  were  not  arrived  in  their 
refpective  fl:ations  and  fituations  of  defence  -,  nor  had 
there  as  yet  been  time  to  chufe  thofe  fltuations  with 
that  judgment  which  was  afterwards  exercifed  when 

the  French  fleet  appeared  without  Sandy  Hook. 

In  thefe  circumfliances  had  D'Eftaing  puflied  the  ad- 
vantages arifing  from  the  furprize,  and  pafled  the  bar 
directly  and  made  his  attack,  neither  the  advantages  of 
fituation,  nor  any  eminence  of  ability  or  valour  on  the 
one  fide,  could  have  been  fufficient  to  have  counter- 
a6led  the  vaft  fuperiority  of  force  on  the  other. 
The  engagement  would  have  undoubtedly  been 
dreadful,   and  probably  in   that  refpeft,  might  have 

t^een 
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been  a  fingular  ph^Enomenon  unknovm  in  naval  hif- 
tory  ;  but  the  greated  degree  of  human  valour  miift 
require  a  proportional  degree  of  ftrength,  to  render  its 
operations  eireftuai. 

It  has  been  difputed  whether  or  not  it  was  pra<5i:ica- 
blc  for  the  large  velTelss  under  the  command  of  D'Ef- 
taing  to  ppfs  through  the  Amirs  and  over  the  bar. 
Some  are  of  opinion  that  this  might  have  been  done, 
and  performed  with  prudence.  Others  afHrm  that  it  was 
altogether  impra6licabkj  ;a;nd' could  not  have  done 
without  expofing  the  large  fhips  to  certain  ruin  and 
deftru^tion;  If  this  latter  was.  the  cafe,  it  would  appear 
that  our  fleet,  after  it  came  within  the  Hook,  was  in  fo 
great  a  danger  as  has  been  reprefented.  But  if  the 
Other  opinion  be  true,  it  nuill  be  allowed,  that  the  ir- 
refolution  or  want  of  knowledge  of  the  French  Admi- 
ral were  the  principal  things  that  laved  our  fleet  and  ar- 
my. Had  this  French  commander  been  poffeiTed  of 
luch  a  fpirit  of  enterprize  as  to  have  made  this  attempt 
and  fucceeded,  Great  Britain  would  have  received  fuch 
a  blow  as  flie  had  not  experienced  for  fome  ages  pad. — 
Lord  Howe  had  no  force  fuliicient  to  combat  fuch  fu- 
periority  of  m,en  and  metal,  and  no  timely  provifion 
had  been  made  for  his  affiilance  by  the  government  at 
home.  It  was  for  this  reafon  affirmed  by  fome,  that 
theminiilry  intended  to  make  a  ilicrifice  of  this  noble 
commander  to  their  party  pique  and  politic^i  revqnge. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  real  caufe  of  their  con- 
du6l,  there  was  fufficient  reafons  to  draw  fuch  infe- 
rences I  herefrom. 

There  was  a  wonderful  zeal  prevailed  at  this  time  in 
the  fleet  and  army  to  give  the  French  a  warm  reception. 
Vol.  II.  ^      O  o  o  All 
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All  ranks  and  degrees  endeavoured  to  excel  one  ano- 
ther in  readinefs  to  aflift  in  all  enterprizes  neceffary  for 
making  a  noble  refiftance.  A  thoufand  volunteers  v/ere 
immediatelydifpatched  from  the  tranfports  to  the  fleet. 
The  remainder  of  the  crews  could  not  reflrain  their  in- 
dignation at  being  left  behind,  and  ufed  every  pofiible 
means  by  hiding  themfelves  in  the  boats  to  efcape  on 
board  the  men  of  war,  fo  that  the  agents  could,  it  is 
faid,  fcarcely  keep  by  force  fo  many  hands  as  were  fuf- 
ficient  to  keep  watch  in  their  refpe6live  fliips.  The 
mailers  and  mates  of  the  merchantmen  and  traders  at 
New- York,  foiicited  employment  with  great  earnefl- 
nefs,  and  took  their  (lations  at  the  guns  with  the  com- 
mon failors.  Others  hazarded  every  thing  by  putting 
to  fea  in  light  vcfTelSj  to  watch  the  motions  of  the 
enemy,  and  perform  other  neceffary  fervices. 

One  man  in  particular,  with  an  uncommon  difinte- 
reftednefs  and  gallantry,  went  beyond  any  thing  almoft 
recorded  in  hiftoryj  he  offered  to  convert  his  veffel  in 
which  his  whole  hope  and  fortune  lay,  into  a  fire- 
iliip,  to  be  conduced  by  himfelf,  and  refufed  with 
fcorn,  every  propofal  of  indemnification  or  reward. 
It  is  a  great  pity  to  employ  Britifh  failors  in  any  caufe 
except  what  has  a  true  moral  bafis,  and  which  may 
be  vindicated  upon  the  pureil  principles  of  truth  ; 
for  as  they  are  not  ready  to  enquire  into  the  reafons  or 
caufes  for  which  they  are  led  on  to  aftion,  it  is 
cruel  to  miflead  them.  When  danger  is  in  view  they 
difrco;ard  it,  and  court  enterprize  with  an  uncommon 
zeal,  without  ever  enquiring  concerning  either  the 
principles  or  end  of  their  proceedings.  Though  many 
of  them  are  preffed  into  the  fervice  againft  their  v.'ill, 

yet 
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yet  when  once  they  are  under  command,  they  will 
light  as  they  are  ordered  without  fo  much  as  thinking 
about  the  caufes  or  realons  of  the  warr 

This  fin  of"  military  enthufialm  fpread  through  all 
branches  of  the  war  department,  and  the  Ibldiers 
emulated  the  Tailors  in  defire  to  be  led  on  to  action. 
The  light  int'antry  and  grenadiers,  who  were  not 
well  recovered  from  their  wounds  and  fatigue,  con- 
tended with  fuch  eagernefs  to  Icrvc  on  board  the  men 
of  war  as  marines,  that  the  point  of  honour  was 
obliged  to  be  decided  by  lots.  The  bravery  and 
magnanimity  difplayed  on  this  occafion,  defcribed  the 
national  character  of  both  men  and  officers,  and  does 
great  honour  to  their  country.  Two  things  at  this 
time  contributed  much  to  this  reac'inefs  for  enter- 
prize  in  both  the  navy  and  army  :  The  fii-fr  was,  the 
popularity  of  the  noble  commander,  and  the  confi- 
dence founded  on  his  great  abilities  ;  and  the  lecond 
was,  that  antipathy  which  generally  prevails  in  the 
minds  of  the  Britifli  foldiers  and  failors,  againfl  the 
French,  who  now,  as  they  thought,  had  unjufUy  in- 
terfered in  the  prefent  war.  As  to  the  principles  or 
reafons  of  the  war,  the  greateft  part,  as  is  always  the 
cafe,  had  never  in  the  lead  confidered  them  :  the  go- 
vernment had  fettled  that  point,  and  they  accounted 
it  their  bufinefs  to  obey.  The  officers  in  genera], 
like  other  foldiers  of  fortune,  were  only  fighting  for 
themfelves,  with  a  view  to  preferment;  and  their 
eagernefs  for  aftion  proceeded  more  from  a  defire  of 
ficrnalizing  themfelves  as  foldiers  of  the  minirtry,  to 
obtain  in  their  turn  an  exaltation  of  place  and  emo- 
lument, than  for  any  ideas  they  had  of  the  morality 
uf  the  war,  or  its  political  utility. 

O  o  o  2  The 
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The  French  fleet  continued  at  anchor,  in  the  fitua- 
tion  already  mentioned,  taking  in  water  and  provi- 
fions  for  eleven  days.  D'Euaing  knew  well  that  as  he 
had  not  profited  of  the  firfl:  opportunity  that  v/as  pre- 
fented  to  him,  that  any  attempt  made  by  his  fleet, 
after  all  the  preparations  on  the  other  fide  had  been 
compleated,  and  the  judicious  pofitions  of  the  Britifli 
admiral  were  fully  finiihed,  would  have  been  ineffec- 
tual and  hazardous,  and  perhaps  ruinous  to  hi^  fleet; 
he  therefoi-e  defilled  from  the  attempt.  The  Britifi-; 
feamen  were  now  under  great  agitations  :  the  mixed 
pafiion,  of  grief  and  indignation  wrought  wonderfully 
on  their  minds,  and  appeared  manifeftly  in  their  coun- 
tenances. They  now  faw  themfelves  ihut  up  by  a 
French  fleet,  and  endured  tlie  mortification  of  feeing 
a  Britilli  fqaudron  infulted  in  their  own  harbour,  and 
the  F'rench  flag  flying  in  triumph  without.  What 
greatly  added  to  their  chagrin  was,  that  they  beheld 
every  day  vefiTels  under  Englifli  colours,  who  were 
ignorant  of  the  fituation  of  afi^airs  at  Sandy- Hook3 
taken  under  their  eye  by  the  enemy.  They  looked 
out  every  day  with  the  utmofl:  anxiety,  and  in  the 
jnoft  eager  expecflation  for  the  arrival  of  Byron's 
fquadron.  This  was  an  unufuai  fituation  to  a  Britilh 
fqaudron,  and  not  eafiiy  endured  by  oixkers  and  men, 
who  had  been  accuftomed  .to  triumph  fo  frequently, 
over  the  French  fleets,  wherever  they  met  them. 
We  may  eafiiy  conceive  that  it  v/ould  raife  fevere 
fenfations  in  the  breafts  of  the  Britifli  feamen,  to  be 
cooped  up  in  a  harbour,  only  to  be  witneflTes  of  the 
capture  of  the  fliips  of  their  own  nation,  and  to  bear 
the  infuks  of  the  French,  fleet,  riding  triumphant  bc- 
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fore  their  port,  without  daring  to  go  out  to  attacic 
them. 

On  the  22d  of  July,  D'Eftaing's  fleet  appeared 
under  way,  and  as  the  wind  was  favourable  and  the 
foring  tides  at  the  higheft,  the  water  having  rifen  ihac 
afternoon  thirty  fett  on  the  bar,  it  was  expeded  that 
be  intended  to  carry  his  threatening  into  execution, 
and  to  try  the  experiment  of  paffing  the  bar  to  attack 
our  fleet  in  the  harbour;  and  that  that  day  would 
have  afforded  one  of  the  hottell  engagements,  and 
the  moll  defperate  aftion  that  had  ever  been  fouyht 
betv/een  the  two  rival  nations.  Every  thing  was  at 
frake  on  the  fide  of  Britain.  If  the  navai  force  was 
deflroyed,  the  vafi;  fleet  of  tranfports  and  victuallers, 
with  the  army,  muR  have  fallen  along  v^ith  it;  for  the 
confli6l  could  not  have  ended  without  viflory  or  ruin. 
The  French  admiral  confidered  the  attempt  to  be  too 
dangerous,  and  deflfted  from  this  undertaking.  Ele 
directed  his  courfe  another  way,  and  was  out  of  fighc 
in  a  fev/  hours. 

It  was  a  happy  circumftancc  for  Britain,  that  the 
French  admiral  v^ent  ofi^  at  this  time :  His  flay  at 
Sandy-Hook  was  extremely  critical,  and  nothing 
could  have  been  more  fortunate  than  his  departure  at 
the  time  he  went  away.  For  if  Admiral  Byron's 
fleet  had  arrived  in  the  fhattered  condition  in  which 
it  at  lafl:  arrived  at  New-York,  it  n-iuH  have  fallen  a 
defencelefs  prey  into  the  hands  of  D'Efl:aing's  fqua- 
dron,  which  would  have  been  a  lofs  moft  feverely 
felt.  Byron's  fquadron  is  faid  to  have  been  in  many 
refpe(5ls  badly  equipped  and  provided;  and  in  this 
feeble  fituation  it  had  the  misfortune  of  meeting  with 
unufual  fliormy  weather  for  the  feafon  ;    and  being  fe- 

paratcd 
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parated  in  different  dorms,  and  lingering  through  a 
tedious  paffage,  arrived  fcattered,  broken,  fickiyj  dif- 
mafted,  or  otherwife  damaged,  in  various  degrees  of 
diftrefs,  upon  different  and  remote  parts  of  the  coail 
<:>(  America.  Providence,  though  it  had  not  favoured 
our  fquadron  Vv^ich  an  agreeable  paffage,  had  compen- 
fated  tht  danger  it  was  in,  by  preferving  it  from  the 
hands  of  our  enemies;  and  though  the  lofs  by  the 
ftorm  was  confiderabie,  yet  none  of  tlie  fleet  had 
as  yet  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  which 
afforded  this  fatisfaclion,  that  the  enemy  liad  not  been 
Itrengthened  by  our  lofs  on  this  occafion. 

Lord  Howe  was  flill  in  an  uneafy  fituation  :  His 
fleet  was  not  fufHciently  powerful  to  refill  that  of 
D'Eftaing  in  the  open  fea,  and  he  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  Hnd  himfelf  ftill  in  jeopardy,  Ihould  the  French 
fleet  return,  before  he  v/as  favoured  with  a  reinforce- 
ment. Ir  was,  however,  a  fortunate  circumllance, 
that' on  the  30th  of  July,  the  Renown  of  50  guns, 
from  the  Well  Indies,  the  Reafonable  and  Centurion 
of  64  and  50,  from  Halifax,  and  the  Cornwall,  a  74 
gun  lliip,  of  Admiral  Byron's  fquadron,  all  arrived 
fingly  at  Sandy-Hook.  It  is  eafy  to  conceive  what  an 
agreeable  fight  this  was,  both  to  the  army  and  navy, 
who  v/ere  in  an  uneafy  fufpenfe,  both  with  reajard  to 
the  intentions  of  the  French  Iquadron,  and  what  was 
bell  to  be  done  on  that  occafion.  Though  our  fleet 
was  ftill  inferior  to  that  of  the  French,  yet  it  was  a  for- 
tunate circumftance  that  the  Cornwall  was  in  better 
condition  than  any  of  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  becaufe 
I^ord  Hov/e  had  no  fliips  of  equal  force  to  combat 
the  large  veffels  of  the  fleet  of  D'Eflaing.  This  cir- 
cumlLince  of  the  arrival  of  fo  many  fnips,  raifed  the 

fpirits 
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fpitits  of  our  men,  and  rendered  them  all  eager  for 
fighting;  but  the  prcievfl  of  the  French  Admiral  was 
as  yet  a  fccret,  and  our  force  was  ftill  too  much  in- 
ferior to  rifque  a  battle  in  the  open  fea.  By  whan 
means  this  fcheme  of  the  French' failed  is  as  yet  a  fe- 
cret:  It  would  appear  that  the  minifcry  of  France,  in 
concert  with  the  commiluoners  from  the  colonies,  had 
formed  a  very  rational  plan  of  operation,  which  could 
not  have  milled  of  its  intended  efre6l,  under  the  ma- 
nagement of  a  fivilful  and  intrepid  commander, 
D'Eftaing  appears  to  have  mifmanaged  the  execution 
of  this  plan,  for  want  of  judgement,  and  not  for  wane 
of  courage.  The  feveral  fceps  which  he  took  upon 
this  occafion  were  erroneous,  rand  his  conduct  was 
fraught  with  folly  and  incapacity.  Had  he  puflied  on 
his  meafures  with  vigour,  as  foon  as  he  appi-oached, 
.he  could  not  have  failed  of  fuccefs,  but  his  lingering 
'without  the  bar  for  fo  long  a  time,  was  exceedingly 
imprudent,  and  void  of  wifdom. 

The  failure  of  this  excellently  contrived  fchem.c, 
which  had  been  founded  in  great  wifdom,  by  the 
French  miniftry,  and  the  American  deputies,  at  Paris, 
for  the  furprizeof  the  Britifh  fleet  and  army,  either 
on  the  Delaware  or  its  borders,  obliged  the  com- 
mander to  take  new  meafures.  Ke  now  fixed  rpon 
Rhode  Iflanc],  as  a  place  that  would  admit  the  mutual 
and  joint  operation  of  his  new  allies  by  fea.  and  land. 
This  feems  to  have  been  the  motive  vsrliich  determined 
D'Eftaing  to  depart  from  Sandy  Hook;  and  for  this 
purpofe  General  Sullivan  aiVembled  a  number  of 
troops  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Providence,  for  an 
invafionofthe  Illand  on  its  north  end,  from  the  con- 
tinent; whilfc  D'Eibing   was  to  enter  the  harbour   of 

Xev/porr, 
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Nowport  near  its  fouthern  extremity,  and  after  de- 
ftroying  tiie  fnipping,  by  a  powerful  afFault  on  the 
works  facing  the  fea,  to  place  the  Britilh  forces  be- 
tween'two  .fires.     On    the    25th   of  July  the  French 

•  fleet  blocked  up,  or  entered  the  feverai  inlets,  betvs^een 
which  Rhode  Iiland,  and  its  adjoining  lelTer  iilands^ 
are'kiGlofed,  and  which,  from  a  communication,  more 

.  or  lefs  navigable  in  the  different    branches,   between 

.  the  open  fea  and  the  back  continent.  The  main  body 
cad  anchor  without    Brenton's     Lodge,    about  five 

miles  from  Newport:  two  of  their  line  of  battle 
fhips  ran  up  to  the  Naraganfet  paflfage  and  anchored 
on  the  north  end  of  the  iHand  of  Conanicuty  where 
they  were  Ihut  up  feverai  days  from  rejoining  the 
fleet,  by  contrary  winds  ;  while  fome  of  their  frigates^ 
entering  the  Seconnet  paffage,  occafioned  the  blow- 
ing up  the  King-Fiflier  floop  and  two  armed  gallies, 
which  could  not  otherwife  avoid  falling  into  the  hands 
of  their  enemy. 

Major-General  Sir  Robert  Pigot,  who  commanded 
the  Britilh  forces,  took  every  meafure  in  the  power 
of  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  that  could  tend  to 
a  vigorous  and  moft  obftinate  defence.  The  troops, 
artillery,  and  cattle,  were  immediately  conveyed  from 
the  iiland  of  Conanicut ;  the  troops  at  the  out  polls 
of  Rhode-Ifland  were  in  conftant  readinefs,  at  the 
firil  fignal,  to  join  the  main  body  ;  the  works  to  the 
fca  were  (Irengthened  by  every  poflible  means,  and 
the  feamen  belonging  to  the  veffels  that  were  deiiroy- 
ed,  as  well  as  thofe  thac  could  be  fpared  from  others, 
were  called  to  their  favourite  occupation,  by  ferving 
the  artillery. 

The 
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The  tranfports  (which  miift  othcrwife  have  fallen 
into  the  enemy's  hands)  were  funk  in  different  parts 
of  thofe  channels  and  paffages,  which  might  have 
afforded  them  an  opportunity  of  attacking  the  works 
with  advantage.  The  royal  frigates  were  removed 
-as  far  from  danger  as  poffible:  but  as  their  lofs  and 
deftruftion  were  inevitable,  in  the  profecution  of  the 
enemy's  defign,  they  were  difmantled  of  their  artil- 
lery and  ftores,  and  the  neceffary  meafures  taken  for 
fecuring  the  latter  part  of  the  alternative.  Two  op- 
pofite  bays,  in  the  inlets  on  the  eaftern  and  weilern 
lides  of  the  ifland,  comprefs  it  fo  much,  as  to  form  a 
kind  of  ifthmus,  by  which  the  fouthern  end,  that 
fpreads  into  the  ocean,  is  connected  with  the  main 
body.  The  town  of  Newport  is  juft  within  this 
peninfula,  and  facing  the  ifland  of  Conanicut;  the 
fpace  between  both,  forming  a  bay,  which  includes  or 
forms  the  harbour.  The  inlet  to  the  harbour  from 
the  fea,  called  the  Middle  Channel,  is  narrow,  and 
enclofed  by  Brenton's  Point,  and  the  oppofite  point 
of  Conanicut,  v/hich  forms  the  fouthern  extremities 
of  both  illands.  A  bar  of  high  grounds,  which  crof- 
fes  the  ifthmus  from  channel  to  channel  above  New- 
port, was  ftrongly  covered  with  lines,  redoubts,  and 
artillery;  fo  that  the  peninfula  might  be  confidered  as 
a  garrifon,  diftind:  i^rom  the  reft  of  the  ifland,  and 
tinder  the  protection  of  a  fuperior  naval  force,  might 
in  a  great  meafure  defy  any  attempts  from  the  north- 
ern fide,  fuppofing  that  an  enemy  had  made  good  its 
landing  in  fuch  circumftances.  But  the  enemy  being 
matters  of  the  fea,  rendered  the  taflc  of  defence,  under 
the  apprehenfion  of  an  attack  on  both  fides  at  the 
fame  time,  exceedingly  arduous.  The  commander 
had  however;,  juft  before,  received  a  reinforcement 
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of  five  battalions;  the  troops  were  in  excellent  con- 
dition and  rpirit;  and  the  body  of  feamen,  both  with 
refped:  to  labourand  danger,  were  no  rmall  addition 
to  their  means  of  refiftance. 

The  force  deflined  againfl  them  by  land,  was  not 
fo  confiderable  as  their  information  had  led  them  to 
apprehend.     The  bufmefs  on  that  fide,  feems  to  have 
been  committed  mollly,  if  not  entirely,  to  the  north- 
ern colonies,  who  were  thofe  immediately  concerned 
in  the  event.     General  Sullivan  is,  however,  faid  to 
have  afTembled  about  10,000  men,  of  whom,  at  lead, 
half  were  compofed  of  volunteers  from  New  England 
and  Connedicut.     As  the  operations  of  the  French 
fleet  were  regulated  by  thofe  of  the  army  on  the  land, 
they  continued  inactive,  until  Sullivan  was  in  condi- 
tion to  pafs  over  from  the  continent  to  the  north  end 
of  the  ifland.     On   the   8th  of  Auguft,  finding  that 
meafure  in  forwardnefs,   and  the  wind  being  favour- 
able, they   entered   the  harbour  under  an   eafy  fail, 
cannonading  the  town  and  batteries  as   they  pafTed, 
receiving   their  fire  without  any  material   effed  on 
either  fide.     They   anchored    above   the    town,    be- 
tween Goat-IHand  and  Conanicut,  but  rather  nearer 
to  the  latter,  on  which   both  the  French   and  Ame- 
ricans had  parties  for  fome  days.     When   it  was  dif- 
covered   that  the  enemy   intended   to  enter   the  har- 
bour, our  commanders  were  thrown  into  the  utmoft 
confufion:    They  found  it  out  of  their  power  to  pre- 
fcrve  his  majefly's  fliips  that  were  in  that  flation,  and 
it  was  a  great  mortification  to  fet   fire  to  veffels  that 
were  fo  neceifary   in  thofe  parts,   and  of  which  they 
were  likely   to   be   in   much   need,   for  the  purpofes 
of  war,  and  iafety  to  themlelves  and  the  land  forces. 
Thev  were,    however.  obli2.ed  to  make  a  virtue  of 
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neceflity,  and  to  burn  the  Orpheus,  Lark,  Juno,  and 
Cerberus  frigates,  and  Ibon  after  to  fink  the  FIprA 
and  Falcon.  Our  people  were  now  obliged  to  pnr- 
fue  the  mealuresi  which  they  had  boafted  they  had 
driven  the  coionifts  to  obferve,  and  they  found  at  this 
time  the  poignant  influence  of  that  refledion,  do  as 
you  would  be  done  by.  Some  of  thefe.  officers  and 
their  crews  had  been  engaged  in  burning  expeditions 
in  feveral  parts  of  the  coaft  of  America;  but  the 
fweetnefs  of  the  application  was  now  brought  home 
to  themfelves,  and  they  began  to  feel  the  full  force 
of  their  own  pratSlice,  turned  againft  them,  aggrava- 
ted with  the  grievous  refleclion,  that  they  now  fuf- 
fered  no  more  than  they  well  delerved.  The  lofs  of 
thefe  frigates  were  at  home  confidered  as  only  a  tri- 
fling matter,  and  the  miniilry  and  their  friends  afFe<5t- 
ed  to  bear  it  in  a  very  floical  manner.  It  was  at  the 
fame  time  fufficiently  manifeft  that  they  felt  feverely 
the  prcfent  difafter,  though  they  fpoke  lightly  there- 
of, and  wanted  to  have  it  otherwife  believed.  When 
Lord  Howe  received  the  news  of  the  danger  Rhode- 
Ifland  was  in,  from  the  French  fleet  and  the  Ame- 
rican troops,  he  was  much  perplexed  what  meafures 
to  take.  His  fquadron,  notvvithftanding  the  late  re- 
inforcements, was  in  many  refpedts  inferior  to  that  of 
D'Eftaing.  The  difi'erence  in  point  of  number  of 
Ihips  was  little,  but  there  was  a  great  difference  with 
refped  to  the  number  of  men  and  the  weight  of  me- 
tal. It  was  dangerous  to  hazard  an  engagement  in 
xhefe  circumllances,  and  witiiout  doing,  there  was 
no  hope  of  laving  the  iflanu.  I'he  admiral  was,  how- 
ever, determined  to  attempt  eveiy  thing  which  re- 
folution,  under  the  government  of  reafon  and  wife 
conduct,  could  efiedt;    and  though  the  cafe  was  dif- 
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iiciilt  and  hazardousj  he  did  not  delpair  of  giving  fuch 
relief  to  the  iQand,    as  would  at  leaft  render  it  an  ar- 
duous enterprize  for  the  French  to  carry  their  defigns 
into  execution.     He  ftudied  all  the   collateral  advan- 
tages that  might  be  obtaine4   to  render   his   fuccefs 
probable,    and  endeavoured  to  balance  the  fuperio- 
rity  of  the  enemy  with  fuperior  fkill  and  adivity.      He 
was   indeed  fuperior  in  point  of  number  of  fhips  to 
the  French  Admiral,  for  his  fquadron  now  confifted  of 
one  74,  feven  64,  and  five  50  gun  fhips,  befides  feve- 
ral  frigates  ;  but  the  difference,  in  other  refpeds,  was 
manifeft  from  the  rates  of  the  fhips,    the  number  of 
men,  and  the  weight  of  metal.     But  every  experimene 
that   had  the  fmallefl  degree  of  probability    of  fuc- 
cefs on   its  fide   was  now  to  be  triedj  and  he  was  de- 
termined that  nothing  fhould  be  negledled  that  was  in 
his  power  to  perform.     The  narrows,   in  which -the 
French  fquadron  was  now  involved,  gave  fome  turns 
of  advantage,   and  the  ignorance  of  the  French  ma- 
riners, with  regard  to  the' inlets  and  pafTages,  afford* 
cd    ilill    a   flrong   expectation'    that   the    large  'fhips 
might  be  entangled  in  fuch   a  manner  as  not  to  be  of 
greater  fervice  than  light  vefTels.     Lord   Howd  had 
received  advice  that  the  French  fquadron  were  fepara^^ 
ted,  and  fome  of  them  involved  in  the  channel,  and 
the  bulk  of  them  lying  without,  afforded  fome  reafon 
to  hope  that  he  might  bring  on  an  engagement  upon 
more  equal  terms  than  could  have  been  expefted.     •   * 
In  the  midft  of  ail  the   preparations  and  eagernefs 
for  adion,   there  were  feveral  unavoidable  interrup- 
tions which  came  in  the  way,  that  he  could  not  reach 
Rhode  Illand  till  the  month  of  Auguil:,    the  day  after 
the  French  fleet  had  entered  the  harbour.     From  the 
fuuation  in  which   the  French   fleet  now  lay,  he  was 
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enabled  to  keep  a  communication  with  Gen.  Pigot; 
but  this  was  but  indifferent  confolation,   as  the  refult 
was,  that  under  the  prefent  confolation,  as  the  afford- 
ing him  any  effential  relief  was  wholly  inTpradticable. 
Information  of  this   fort  was  really  worfe  than  none 
at  all,  for  it  was  ready  to  difpirit  the  men  upon  land, 
and  gave  them  reafon  to  conje6lure  that  matters  were 
really  worfe  than  they  were.     It  muft  be  allowed  that 
the  fituation  of  both  our  fleet  and  army  was   ftill  ex- 
ceedingly  critical,    and    the   wifefl    officers    amongd 
them  could  but  promife  little  upon   the  head  of  any 
effort  that  they  fhouid  make  on   this  occafion.     The 
circumftances  of  both  parties  were  'fuddenly  altered 
by  the  change  of  the  wind  to  the  north  eaft,  upon  the 
following  day,   when  the  French  Amiral  fiood  out  to 
fea  with  his  whole  fleet,  "thole  in  the  paffage  of  the 
Naraganfet,  as  well  as  thofe  in  the  port.     Lord  Howe 
very  juftly  confidered  the  weather  gage  too  great  an 
advantage  to  be  added  to  the  fuperior  force  of  the 
enemy,    and  contended  for  that  objeft  with  all  the 
flcill  and  judgment  worthy  of  an  able  and  experienced 
fea  officer.     The   French   Admiral,    notwithllanding 
the  fuperiority  of  his  force,  was  as  earneft  to  prefervc 
this  advantage  as   the  Englifli  was  to  gain   it.     Th.is 
trial  of  flvill  in  fea  operations  prevented  an  engage- 
ment for  all  that  day ;  but  the  wind  on  the  following 
day  continuing  adverfe  to  the  defigns  of  Lord  Howe, 
he  determined  to  make   the  beft  of  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances, and  to  engage   the  enemy  ;  forming  the 
line  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  joined   by  three  fire- 
fliips,  which  were  under  the  tow  of  as  many  frigates. 

All  the  preparations  for  this  refolute  engagement, 
and  the  whole  defign,  were  frullrated  by  a  violent 
itorm     that    now    arofe,     which    made  ^he    warriors 
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glad  to  lay  afide  the  thoughts  of  a  battle  for.  the  pre-* 
fent,  and  apply  their  utmoft  care  and  diligence  to 
prefcrve  themfelves   and  their  fliips  from  being  fwal- 
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gale  of  wind,  which  gradually  increafed  to  a  teinpcft, 
and  continued  for  forty-eight  hours,  not  only  put  off 
the  engagemenc  by  frparatiog  the  fleets  for  the  prefent, 
but  fliattered  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  caufed  fo 
much  damage  on  both  fides,  as  rendered  an  engage- 
n:ient  for  fome  thiie  impracticable.  '  Some  people  of  a 
particular  way  of  thinking,  were  ready  to  obferve, 
that  the  Providence  which  raifed  this  florm,  was  more 
favourable  to  our  fleet  than  the  merits  of  the  caufe  it 
was  engaged  in  deferved,  and  that  Lord  Howe,  who 
in  his  own  hearc  did  not  approve  of  the  war,  but  was 
merely  influenced  by  a  point  of  honour,  ought  to  have 
acknowledged  the  hand  of  Providence,  and  given  up 
the  purfuit  of  a  caufe  which  his  confcience  difappro- 
ved.  It  is  mod  probable,  that  had  an  engagement 
happened,  that  our  fleet  mufl:  have  fuffered  a  defeat, 
which  would  have  been  of  direful  confequences  to  the 
army,  and  alfo  to  the  whole  nation.  The  fl:orm  was 
one  of  thofe  accidents  that  was  violent  in  the  operation 
but  falutary  in  its  effects,  and  in  all  appearance  was 
the  infl:rument  of  faving  our  fleet. 

Both  fides  fuffered  greatly  in  this  tempefl:;  the 
French  felt  it  leverely,  having  two  of  their  capital 
fhips  difmafled,  and  others  very  much  fliattered.  We 
are  informed,  by  our  accounts  of  this  tempefl,  that 
Ibme  untoward  fituations  and  unufuai  circumflances 
were  produced  by  this  conflid  of  the  elements.  That 
the  Languedoc  of  90  guns,  the  French  Admiral's  own 
iliip,  had  lofl:  her  mafls,  and  was  met  in  that  condition 
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by  the  Renown,  Captaih  Davvfon,  on  the  evening  of 
the  13th,  who  attacked  her  with  fuch  fury,  as  well 
as  judgennent  and  advantage,  that  no  doubt  could  have 
been  entertained  of  the  event  if  the  day-light  had 
continued:  But  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  frefh- 
ncfs  of  the  gale,  whofe  violence  was  not' yet  ceafed, 
compelled  Captain  Davvlbn  to  give  over  the  attack, 
after  he  had  poured  feveral  broadfides  into  her,  and 
had,  befides  other  apparent  damage,  fliot  away  her 
rudder.  He  is,  however,  faid  to  have  laid  to  all  the 
night  as  clofely  as  pofTible,  with  an  intention  to  renew 
the  attack  in  the  morning ;  but  the  appearance  of 
fix  Frenchmen  of  war,  by  whom  he  was  chafed  an 
day-light,  and  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  led  that  way 
by  the  noife  of  the  firing,  put  an  end  to  Dawfon's 
hope,  and  relieved  the  French  admiral  from  Insurgent 
di'ftreis.  This  matter  is  differently  related  by  fome 
who  pretend  ro  knoW' this  affair.  The  Renown  was 
feverely  handled  by  this  difmatted  French  veffel,  and 
received  fo  much  damage  from  her  heavy  metal,  that 
it  was  with  difficulty  Ihe  made  her  efcape;  and  that 
though  fhe  had  continued  her  operation,  it  would  have 
been  doubtful  whether  fhe  might  not  have  been  fenc 
to  the  bottom.  That  the  refolution  to  make  her  ei- 
cape,  proceeded  as  much  from  her  prefent  diftrefs,  as 
from  the  fear  of  the  approaching  ffiips.  She  how- 
ever fortunately  got  clear,  without  her  prize,  and  with 
feme  degree  of  gladnefs  that  fhe  was  not  made  a 
prize  herfelf.  It  is  very  remarkable  that  the  fame 
good  and  evil  fortune  happened  to  the  Prefton,  Com- 
modore Hotham,  another  50  gun  {hip,which  fell  in 
with  theTonnant,  a  French  80  gun  fliip,  which  flie 
would  have  taken,  provided  fortune  and  power  had 
favoured  her  defign.     The  French  lliip  had  only  her 
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mirm-mafl  ftanding,  and  the  commodore  attacked  her 
brifkly,  v^^ith  the  fame  fpirit  and  effeft  with  which  Cap- 
tain Dawfon  had  engaged  the  Languedoc.  .  But 
the  night  again  comming  on,  and  the  next  morning 
brought  the  French  fleet  to  aflift  the  Tonnant,  and 
diTappoint  the  commodore,  as  had  happened  to  the 
Renown  before.  That  two  fuch  remarkable  cafes 
might  happen  fo  exaftly  like  one  anothe,r,  is  not  im- 
poffible,  though  the  probability  thereof  is  not  fo  very 
manifeft}  and  confidering  how  ready  our  Englilh  fea- 
men  are  to  magnify  their  own  valour,  and  to  difcredit 
that  of  the  French,  it  affords  rather  grounds  to  be- 
lieve that  there  is  fomewhat  of  hyperbole  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  this  affair.  Not  only  the  French,  but  fome 
qf-o.'ur  own  men  who  were  concerned  in  the  a6tion, 
h^ye  faid  that  it  was  neither  in  the  power  of  the  Re- 
nown nor  the  Prell:on,  to  have  taken  the  Ihips  they 
Were  engaged  with,  and  that^  after  the  engage- 
m,ent,  they  were  glad  to  get  off  with  the  lofs  they 
thtemfti Ives  had  fuftained.  It  was  certainly  brave 
in  Capcain^Daw.fon  and  Commodore  Hotham,  to  give 
fome  broadfides  to  two  large  fhips  in  diftrefs ;  but  as 
they  themfelves  hadfhared  of  the  ftorm,  and  met  with 
their  own  misfortunes,  it  is  not  very  probable  that 
they  were  able  ro  take  two  fuch  good  fhips,  with  fo 
large  a  number  of  men  on  board,  and  carrying  fuch 
fuperior  metal.  It  was  happy  that  they  efcaped, 
after  having  fliewn  their  intrepidity  for  the  honour  of 
the  Britifh  flag. 

The  itoriea  that  are  told  concerning  the  afts  of 
prowefs  on  this  occaflon,  which  were  introduced  by 
means  of  this  tempelt,  have  much  the  appearance  of 
fome  of  the  epifodes  which  Homer  introduces  concern- 
ing the  Trojan  war,  where  fome  moft   defperate  en- 
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merits  were  fought  between  particular  heroes^  where- 
in both  efcaped,  after  having  done  all  that  brave  men 
could  do,  by  the  favour  of  fome  interpofition  of  pro- 
vidence, which  fnatched  the  vidory  out  of  the  hands  of 
thofe  who  were  juft  upon  the  point  of  conquering. 

Advantages  did  not  wholly  attend  one  fide  during 
this  tempell ;  both  fides  had  their  turns  of  profpe6t 
of  advantage  with  fimilar  difappointments.  The  Ifis 
of  50  guns,  Capt.  Raynor,  was  eagerly  chaced  by  a 
French  74  gun  fhip,  fuppofed  either  to  have  been  the 
Zele  or  Csfar.  The  French  fiiip  was  much  the  bet- 
ter failcr,  and  the  fituation,  Vv'ith  refpeft  to  the  ftorm, 
was  the  fame,  they  having  both  efcaped  the  effedls  of 
its  fury.  In  this  unequal  conteft,  in  which  the  great- 
eft  refolution  and  fkili  is  faid  to  have  been  difpla\ed, 
a  clofe  and  defperate  engagement  was  maintained 
with  the  greateli  obilinacy  on  both  fides,  for  an 
hour  and  a  half,  and  within  the  diftance  of  piftol-fliot. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  the  Ifis  had  obtained  fo  ma- 
nifeft  a  fuperiority  in  the  action,  that  the  French  lliip 
was  glad  to  put  before  the  wind,  and  call  in  the 
aid  of  all  her  fails  to  efcape  from  fo  determined  an 
enemy.  The  Ifis  had  fuffered  fo  much  in  her  malts 
and  rigging  as  to  be  incapable  of  attempting  a  pur- 
fuit.  The  hiftory  of  this  aftion  given  in  our  papers, 
has  more  the  appearance  of  a  jiovei,  th?n  of  an  im- 
partial account  of  matters  of  faft.  The  ftories 
are  fo  ingenioufiy  introduced,  the  valour  of  par- 
ties difplayed  in  a  certain  light,  and  after  each  fide 
has  aded  the  parr  affigned  them,  either  fbme  frelli 
o-ale  of  v.'ind,  or  fails,  are  called  in  to  fave  the  one  and 
difappoint  the  other  of  the  viftory.     The   accounts 
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of  this  dorm,  and  the  leveral  incidental  engagements 
which  happened  on  this  occafion,  may  in  fome  diftant 
period  afford  a  foundation  for  a  tolerable  epic  poem, 
which  may  equal,  if  not  exceed  the  wars  of  Troy,  and 
hand  down  the  atchievements  of  the  Englidi  and  the 
French  at  Rhode-Ifland,  to  future  generations. 

Our  hillorians  affirm  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  deter- 
mine whether  to  admire  more  the  gallantry  exhibited 
in  this  fmgiilar  aftion,  or  the  modefly  of  the  brave 
commander  in  his  account  of  it.  This  was  indeed  fo  ex- 
treme, that  his  Admiral  was  oblig-ed  in  fome  decree  to 
fupply  the  defcft,  by  acquainting  the  Admiralty,  that 
the  honour  of  the  day  was  not  more  owing  to  the  rcfo- 
Kition  of  the  captain,  or  the  intrepidity  of  his  officers 
and  crew,  than  to  the  profeffional  ficill  and  ability  O'f 
the  former.  Without  deroeratino-  from  the  fkill  or  in- 
trepidity  of  Capt.  Raynor,  it  is  plain  that  there  was 
more  of  neceffity  than  choice  in  this  engagement  with 
this  French  fhip  -,  and  that  whatever  advantage  he  had 
gained,  it  did  not  amount  to  any  more  than  faving  his 
own  fliip,  as  the  French  velTel  continued  to  have  the 
life  of  mails  and  rigging,  of  which  the  Ifis  was  depri- 
ved. Neither  does  it  appear,  whether  it  was  the  ftorm 
that  feparated  them,  or  that  it  was  a  matter  of  choice 
in  the  Frenchman  to  get  off. 

There  is  no  manner  of  doubt  but  that  the  Englifli 
fleet  behaved  well,  and  the  honour  and  bravery  of  the 
Britifli  commanders  and  failcrs  m.ight  have  been 
fully  reprefented,  without  warping  in  lb  much  of  the 
marvellous,  as  to  give  impartial  enquirers  reafon  to 
call  in  quellion  the  truth  of  the  hillory.  There  was 
nothing  which  happened,  but  what  might  have  been 
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expefled  from  the  abilities  of  Lord  Howeand  the  offi- 
cers that  were  under  his  command  j  but  thofe  circum- 
(lantial  accounts  of  the  battle  in  the  ftorm  appear  fome- 
what  too  romantic  to  be  admitted  into  hiitory  without 
fome  grains  of  allowance.  Our  partiality  for  our  coun- 
trymen ought  not  to  lead  us  to  embellifl-i  matters  fo 
much,  as  to  exceed  thofe  rules  of  probability  which 
the  nature  of  things  admit  of;  for  in  exaggerating  too 
much  particular  circnmdances,  the  truth  of  hiilory  is 
liable  to  be  fufpefted.  There  are  fome  things  that, 
by  great  exertions  of  flvili  and  intrepidity,  are  in  the 
power  of  brave  men  to  effect,  and  on  fome  particular 
occafions  do  happen,  and  can  be  well  attefted ;  but  a 
connected  chain  of  marvellous  exploits,  where  dorms 
and  tempeds  throw  all  into  confufion,  has  not  a  fuffi- 
cient  degree  of  probability. 

The  lofs  of  men  was  confiderable  on  both  fides, 
though  according  to  our  accounts,  the  French  loft  a 
great  deal  more  than  we  did.  Mr.  Bougainville,  the 
famous  and  philofophical  navigator,  who  was  com- 
mander of  the  fhip  that  engaged  Capt,  Raynor,  is 
laid  to  have  loft  his  arm  in  the  action.  The  lofs  in 
the  Ifis  is  laid  to  have  been  very  trifling;  but  this  is 
according  to  the  ordinary  reckoning  of  all  exploits  in 
this  American  war.  The  concealment  of  our  lols 
has  been  one  of  the  conftanr  fchemes  of  the  miniftry 
to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  people,  and  to  hide  the 
malignity  of  their  own  mifmanagement  from  the  eye 
of  the  public.  The  young  Duke  of  Ancafter  is  faid 
to  have  acquired  great  honour  in  this  action  :  He 
acfled  as  a  volunteer,  and  behaved  nobly.  Had  he  li- 
ved and  been  employed  in  the  fervice  of  his  countiy, 
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he  promifed  to  have  been  an  ornament  to  the  Britifh 
nation;  but  by  a  premature  death,  his  country  was 
deprived  of  one  of  its  ornaments,  and  from  whom  fhe 
had  reafon  to  expedl  the  moft  effential  fervices. 

The  Britifli  fquadron  fuffered  confiderably  in  the 
florm,  and  though,  according  to  the  beft  accounts, 
it  was  not  fo  much  damaged  as  that  of  the  French, 
yet  the  damages  were  fo  confiderable  as  to  keep  the 
fhips  at  Sandy-Hook  and  New- York  fome  time  to 
repair  their  lofs,  which  hindered  them  from  purfuing 
thofe  advantages  which  they  are  faid  to  have  gained. 
On  the  2cch  of  Augufl  the  French  fleet  returned  to 
Rhode- Ifland,  where  they  anchored  without  the  har- 
boi^r,  and  failed  from  thence  to  Bofion  on  the  22d, 
in  order  to  repair  their  fhattered  Ihips.  Lord  Howe, 
with  great  expedition,  got  his  fleet  repaired,  and 
purfued  v/ich  great  earneftnefs,  hoping  to  overtake 
them  before  they  reached  Bofton,  but  in  this  he  v/as 
difappoinced.  Our  expectations  at  home  were  great- 
ly raifed  by  the  extravagant  accounts  which  the  mi- 
nifterial  agents  had  publifhed  concerning  the  advan- 
tages which  Admiral  Howe  had  gained  overD'Eftaing. 
and  we  were  given  to  expeft  that  not  only  the  whole 
French  fleet  would  be  deflroyed,  but  that  Bofton 
would  foon  be  reduced  by  the  Englifli  admiral. 

Tidings  of  this  atchievement  were  for  fome  time 
expected,  and  people  were  impatient  to  hear  of  the 
total  ruin  of  the  French  fleet,  and  the  recovery  of  Bof- 
ton j  when  inftead  of  this,  they  received  the  nev/s 
of  an  American  army  landing  on  Long-Ifland.  Gen. 
Sullivan  had  landed  on  the  north  end  of  thatifland,  in 
the  month  of  Augufl,  with  a  defign  to  co-operate 
with  D'Eflaing  and  the  French  troops  which  he  had 
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on  board  his  fhips.     On  the  very  day  that  D'Eftain3; 
went  out  of  the  harbour  to  meet  Lord  Howe,  General 
Sullivan   landed    off  Howland  Ferry,   and    had   the 
French  fteet  fucceeded   in   their  enterprize,   the  ruin 
of  our  army   had  been  inevitable.     The  weather  was 
extremely  bad,  and  prevented  his  getting  up  his  ftores 
for  fome   days,    and   of  courfe   retarded  the  progrefs 
of  his  army.     On  the  feventeenth  they  however  broke 
ground  on  Honeyman's-hiil  near  the  Britiih  works, 
and   began  to  conftrucl   batteries   and   form  lines  of 
approach.     This   alarmed  our   forces  much,   becauie 
though  they  did  not  much  dread  an  attack  upon  their 
front,  they  were  yet   afraid,  that  while  they  were  en- 
gaged with  Sullivan  in  front,  they  fhould  be  attacked 
i-n  the  rear  or  in  the  flanks,  by  the  French  land  forces, 
wiiich  they  heard  v/ere  aboard  the  fleet.     Our  troops 
were  however,  as  aftive   as  poffible,  and  prepared  to 
make  the   beft  defence   thev   could.     This  was  a  fad 
change  of  fltuation  to  the  Britifh  troOps,  which  they 
had  now  experienced   ever  fince  they  left  Philadel- 
phia.    On  other  occafions  they  had  been  accuftomed 
to  attack  and  purfue,  but  now   they  were  obliged  to 
ftand  upon  the  defenfive.     It  has  been  obferved  that 
General  Pigot  was  under  no  great  apprehenfion  from 
the  force  upon  his  front  j   the  general  obje6t  of  ap- 
prehenfion was  the   concurrent  afl^ault  of  D'ERaing 
on  the   town   and  works  towards  the  v/ater,   but   the 
great  point  of  danger  was  his  landing  a  body  of  troops 
on  the  fouthern  peninfula,  which  would  have  laid  the 
garrifon  open  in  the  rear,  whilft  they  were  defperately 
engaged  in  the  front  and  flank,  in  defence   of  their 
works. 

Lord 
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Lord  Howe's  arrival  in  this  critical  inflant,  happily- 
removed  thefe  apprehenfions  of  danger,  in  a  great 
meafure,  and  D'Eilaing's  departure  to  Bofton  re- 
moved them  entirely.  The  French  admiral  did  not 
a6l  wifely  in  failing  out  of  the  harbour  to  meet  Lord 
Howe.  He  was  fecure  in  that  ftation  againft  a  much 
fuperior  force  than  what  Lord  Howe  commanded, 
and  might  have  continued  in  the  harbour  in  fpite  of 
all  that  the  Englifli  admiral  could  have  done.  The 
nature  of  the  port,  and  ihs  narrownefs  of  the  pafTage 
from  the  fea,  with  the  means  of  defence  afforded  by 
the  iQand  of  Conanicut,  v/hich  was  occupied  by  him- 
fclf  and  his  allies,  formed  altogether  fuch  a  llrongfe- 
curity  to  his  fleet,  that  fcarcely  any  naval  fuperiority 
could  have  jullified  an  attempt  upon  it.  He  ought 
in  the  firO:  place  to  have  fecured  his  main  objeft, 
which  was  now  in  his  power,  before  he  put  to  fea, 
to  engage  or  leek  for  Lord  Hov/e.  In  this  cafe  he 
would  luve  fulfilled  the  defign  of  his  commiflion,  and 
given  effectual  aid  to  his  allies,  whom  he  came  to  af- 
lill.  It  muft  have  been  either  vanity  or  ftupidity  that 
governed  him  on  this  occafion,  for  he  loft  the  beft  op- 
portunity he  pofiibly  could  have  wiilied  for,  to  have- 
given  fuch  an  effedual  blow  to  Great  Britain.  It  was 
thought  that  his  vanity  was  the  principal  caufe  of  this 
falfe  ftep  which  he  took.  The  glory  of  conquering 
an  Englifli  admiral  of  fo  great  a  name,  and  vanquifh- 
ing  a  fquadron  of  Engliili  men  of  war,  was  thought 
to  be  the  temptation  that  feduced  the  Count  D'Ef- 
taing  into  that  error  into  which  he  now  fell.  It  is 
exceedingly  amazing  that  vanity  fhould  have  fo  far 
bewildered  his  imagination,  as  to  make  him.  a  tool 
to  the  v/orld,    by  giving  up  a  certainty   in  hopes  ot 
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what  was  very  uncertain.     But  it    appears  dill    more 
flrang;  that   he  fliould  have  neGrleiTled  to  relieve    his 
error  when  lie  had  it  again  in  his  power,   when  he   re- 
turned to  anchor  the  iecond  time  before  Rhode- IHand. 
For  if  he  had  entered    the  harbour  and   co-operated 
with  the  Americans,  after  he  came  back   in  conform- 
ity with  their  earnefl  expe6tations,    the   ftate   of  the 
garrifon  would  have  been  very  perilous,  and  he  would 
have  had   a   fair  opportunity  of  regaining,   by   one 
ftroke,   the  failure  of  fuccefs    in   his    grand   fcheme. 
He  would  have  now  had  an  opportunicy  of  concilia- 
ting the  affeflion  of  his    new  allies,   who  were   not    a 
little  difgufted  at  his  former  unfuccefsful  proceedings, 
by  giving  them    an  idea,  which  they    were   not   very 
ready  to  entertain,  of  the  vigour  and  efficacy  of  the 
French   councils    and   arms.     It   has    been  obferved, 
with  a  great  degree  of  truth,   that  his    two    dillPiafted 
fnips  could  not  have  been  repaired,  nor    the  reft   of 
his  fquadron  refitted  at  Rhode-Illand  ;     but    as  they 
might  have  continued   fafe   there  for  any  length    of 
time,  if  he  had  fucceeded  in  his  objed:,  this  objeflion 
does  not  appear  to  be  of  fufficient  weight  for  its  being 
abandoned.     But  it  is  probable  that  there  were   other 
reafons  for  his  abandoning  that  lituation,  and  the  pro- 
ject which   he  had  firft  in    view.     He   probably   had 
heard   of  Admiral    Byron's    fquadron  being  near  at 
hand,  and  was  afraid  of  being  blocked   up   in  Rhode- 
IQand  harbour,  where   he   could    not  repair  nor  refit 
his  lliattered  fleet,  and  could  not  tell  by  what  means 
he  might  o-et  out  of  that  ftation,  and  his  whole    fleet 
might  have  been  loft  for  want  of  reparation,  or  fallen 
a  prey  to  the  enemy  tliat  was  watching  an   opportu- 
nity  to  deftroy  it.     It  is,  upon  the    whole,   manifeft 
ihat  the  Count  D'Eftaing  was  not  fufficiently  qualified 

for 
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for  executing  that  projeft  which  feems  intended,  by 
lending  that  fleet  to  America.  The  whole  of  his  con- 
du6l  appears  irrational  and  prepofterous,  fraught  with 
folly  and  inconfiftency.  Both  his  condud  at  Sandy- 
Hook,  and  his  going  out  to  fea  to  meet  Lord  Howe, 
were  adlions,  rather  of  a  man  that  was  not  endowed 
with  reafon,  than  that  of  an  admiral  entrufted  with 
fuch  an  important  command.  He  feems  to  have  paid 
no  regard  to  the  neceffity  of  his  new  allies,  who  had 
been  feduced  through  hopes  of  his  afliftance,  to  land 
their  troops  on  Rhode-Ifland,  with  a  defign  of  draw- 
ing hence  the  Britifli  forces.  The  Americans  complain 
loudly  of  his  conduct;  both  the  army  on  the  ifland  and 
the  northern  colonies  exclaimed,  That  they  had  been 
led  into  an  expedition  of  prodigious  expence,  labour, 
trouble,  and  danger,  under  the  afiurance  of  the  moft 
elfedive  operations  of  the  French  fleet.  That  under 
that  fandion  that  had  committed  their  lives  and  liber- 
ties on  the  invaflon  of  an  ifland,  where,  without  a  naval 
force  and  proteftion,  they  were  likely  to  be  enclofed 
like  v/iid  beafts,  in  a  toil:  and,  that  in  this  fituation 
they  were  firft  deferted  for  a  vain  aud  fruitlefs  purfuit, 
and  then  totally  abandoned,  at  the  very  time  they  had 
brought  the  bufinefs,  on  their  flde,  to  the  point  ofac- 
complifliment. 

I'he  colonifts  faw  plainly  through  the  mifcondudl 
of  the  French  admiral,  and  judged  of  it  in  its  true 
light:  They  perceived  his  vanity,  pride,  and  want 
of  condud,  and  fpoke  freely  of  both,  though  they  ob- 
ferved  decency  in  their  exprelTions.  By  this  foolifh 
proceeding,  the  Americans  upon  the  ifland  were 
brought  into  great  danger,  both  by  the  difcertion  of 
the   New-England  and  the  Connedicut   volunteers, 

and 


A.D.  1778.        THE    WAR    IN    AMERICA.  497 

fome  divifion  of  thofe  that  remained  with  him.  it 
is  faid  that  thofe  that  remained  were  fcarcely  equal 
-in  number  to  the  garrifon  of  Engli(h  troops  that  were 
upon  the  iiland.  Sullivan  or  this  preffing  occafion, 
acted  the  part  of  a  wife  and  prudent  commander,  and 
extricated  himfelf  out  of  this  difficulty  in  a  manner 
that  would  have  done  honour  to  the  greateft  of  o-e- 
nerals  ;  and  his  troops  behaved  like  veterans  of  the 
ftrft  rank.  His  management,  in  the  whole,  was  di- 
rected with  the  moll  confummate  wifdom. 
'  General  Sullivan  having  begun  ro  fend  olf  his  hea- 
vy artillery  and  baggage  on  the  26th  of  Augufl-,  he 
retreated  from  his  lines  on  the  29th  ;  and  though  he 
was  clofeiy  purfued  and  attacked  vigofouOy  and  re- 
peatedly in  every  quarter  where  there  w.is  an  open- 
ing made,  yet  the  British  forces  could  make  no  im- 
preflron  upon  his  troops,  fo  as  to  interrupt  their 
march,  till  they  had  reached  the  north  end  of 
the  illand,  which  they  did  with  very  little  lofs.  So 
well  had  he  taken  his  meafurcs,  and  fo  judicioufly 
had  he  chofen  his  polls,  that  the  utmoft  vigour  of  the 
Britifli  troops  could  not  make  any  imprefiion  upon 
his  forces,  fo  as  to  gain  any  advantage  of  confc- 
quence.  It  was  the  caufe  of  no  fmall  chagrin  to  the 
Britifh  troops  that  they  could  not  gain  any  advantage 
over  a  number  of  militia,  not  fuperior  to  themfelves 
in  any  thing  except  a  general,  who  had  planned  his 
march  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  the 
Britifli  troops  to  attack  them,  with  any  hope  of  fuc- 
cefs.  When  Sullivan  reached  the  north  end  of  the 
ifland,  he  was  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and 
the  fituation  of  his  polls,  in -a  ilate  of  fecurity.  He 
had  now  time  to  pals  his  army  over  by  way  of  Briftol 
Vol.  II.  R  r  r  and 
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and  Hoyland  Ferries,  on  the  night  of  the  30th,  to  the 
continent  without  interruption.  It  was  a  fortunate 
circumitance  for  General  Sullivan,  that  he  was  gone 
from  the  idand  at  the  time  when  General  Clinton  ar- 
rived, which  was  foon  after  he  had  reached  the  con- 
tinent;  for  the  united  force  of  Clinton  and  Pigot 
would  have  been  much  more  than  a  match  for  Sulli- 
van's troops.  Time  and  experience  produces  ftrange 
effects,  and  removes  differences  that  fome  people  ac- 
count impoffible.  The  Americans,  who  had  in  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  Deen  the  fport  of  Great  Britain", 
and  the  obje6l  of  ridicule  of  her  officers  and  Ibldiers, 
were  now  become  the  moft  refpe6lable  antagonilts, 
and  in  fom.e  inftances,  fuperior  to  her  bed  troops. 

I/ord  Howe,  after  having  refitted  his  fleet  with  all 
the  expedition  he  could,  failed  for  the  Bay  of  Boiton 
on  the  fame  day  that  General  Sullivan  abandoned 
Rhode  Ifland,  but  upon  his  arrival  found,  to  his 
great  mortification,  that  D'Eftaing  had  got  there  be- 
fore him.  His  vexation  was  increafed,  when  he 
found  by  a  clofe  infpeftion,  that  he  was  effe(5tually 
covered  in  Nantafkct  Rotd,  by  the  batteries  ereded, 
and  the  means  of  defence  taken  by  the  Americans 
and  the  French  on  the  acjacent  points  and  iflands, 
that  an  attack  upon  him  was  utterly  impradlicable, 
with  any  profpecft  of  fuccefs  or  advantage.  It  was 
expected  at  home,  from  the  miniiterial  accounts  that 
were  publifhed,  that  both  Bofton  and  the  French 
fleet  would  foon  fall  into  the  hands  of  our  navy,  as 
the  French  were  faid  to  be  m  want  of  all  things  ne- 
Ceffary,  and  Boflon  was  m  a  very  wretched  fituation, 
in  want  of  necelTary  provifion,  and  in  no  ftate  of  de- 
fence. 
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fence.  To  enforce  thefe  fug^eftions,  it  was  report- 
ed that  an  irreconcileable  variance  had  arifen  between 
the  French  troops  and  failors,  and  the  townfmen,  on 
account  of  the  former  faying  mafs,  and  performing 
other  fervices  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  in  the  city  of 
Bofton :  That  the  colonifts  had  refufed  to  fupply 
D'Eftaing's  fleet  with  neceifary  provifion;  and  that 
all  things  tended  to  an  open  rupture  between  the 
colonifts  and  the  French.  The  aiTurance  and  plau- 
fibility  with  which  thefe  reports  were  publifhed  made 
them  gain  credit  for  a  time,  among  thofe  who  did 
not  enter  deeply  i'nco  an  enquiry  concerning  their  au- 
thenticity ;  but  in  a  Ihort  time  they  were  found  to 
be  mere  contrivances  of  court  paragraph  writers,  in- 
tended to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  people  at  home, 
and  to  prevent  the  liocks  from  falling  below  the 
ftandard  of  national  credit. 

When  the  hopes  of  the  nation  fubfided,  with  re- 
gard to  the  fuccefs  of  our  fleets  in  America,  for  no 
account  was  as  yet  received  concerning  Admiral  By- 
ron, the  merchants  concerned  in  the  Weft-India 
trade  began  to  be  greatly  alarmed  for  the  fate  of  the 
iflands,  in  which  the  greateft  part  of  their  fortunes 
was  contained.  They  waited  in  a  body,  upon  Lord 
Sandwich,  and  Lord  George  Germain,  acquainting 
them.  That  fince  the  laft  remonftrance  relative  to  the 
protedion  of  their  properties  in  the  Leeward  Iflands, 
they  had  been  rouzed  to  a  more  imm.ediate  fenfe  of 
their  danger,  by  the  capture  of  Dominica  j  a  capture, 
the  fuddennefs  of  which,  and  'the  eafy  m.anner  in 
which  it  was  eff'efted,  that  could  but  give  them  ths 
ftrongeft  fears  about  many  more  of  the  iflands,  where 
they  had  a  property    (including  Jamaica)  of  no  lefs 
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tharj  fifty  millions  of  money  :  They  therefore  prayed 
their  Lordlhips,  particularly  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, that  they  would  take  fuch  mealures  as  to 
themfelves  feemed  moil  fitting,  for  the  further  fecurity 
and  protedlion  of  thofe  illands.  They  received  for  an- 
fwer  from  Lord  Sandwich^  "  That  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty, no  doubt,  had  the  general  prote6tion  of  com- 
merce at  heart,  but  that  the  Count  D'Eftaing's  fleet 
had  fo  much  difarranged  all  the  purpofes  of  that  board 
that  a  home  defence  was  to  be  the  firft  object."  Upon 
this  they  afked  his  Lordlhip,  whether  he  had  any  pofi- 
tive  information  that  the  Count  D'Eftaing  had  gone 
again  to  the  Weft  Indies.  To  which  he  anfweredy  he 
did  not  atprefeiit  pofitively  know,  but  that  if  he  had. 
Admiral  Byron  had  orders  to  purfue  him  wherever  he 
went,  and  he  hoped  would  be  foon  able  to  give  a  good 
account  of  him.  The  fame  body  renewed  their  ap- 
plication three  days  after,  for  the  proteftion  of  their 
property,  with  greater  earneftnefs,  on  account  offoroe 
frefli  advices  they  had  received,  and  received  the.  fame 
anfwer.  They  then  called  upon  his  Lordftiip  to  take 
notice,  that  they  had  difcharged  the  duty  they  owed  to 
themfelves  and  the  public,  and  retired.  Some  time 
the  year  before  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  had 
publicly  declared,  that  he  had  a  fleet  ready  fufficient 
to  combat  the  whole  force  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
but  now  he  fufficiently  hinted  that  there  was  neceflliy 
of  home  defence,  and  that  he  was  not  able  to  keep  the 
French  from  our  own  coafts.  Though  money  had 
been  granted  for  building  and  manning  a  fleet,  accor- 
ding to  the  dcfire  of  the  miniftry,  yet  now  we  were 
become  the  fport  of  the  Floufc  of  Bourbon,  and  forced 
to  defend  our  own  coafts  againft  a  French  invafion. 

This 
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This  made  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  appear  ex- 
ceedingly mean  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  and  made 
Britain  look  mean  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope ; — which  in  the  lad  reign,  under  the  influence  of 
a  minifter  of  true  capacity  had  made  France  and  Spain 
yield  in  all  qu.irters  of  the  world,  and  all  the  nations 
of  Europe  pay  her  proper  refpedl.  Meannefs  and 
treachery  to  the  public  had  marked  every  footltep  of 
the  prefent  miniftry,  and  falfehood  and  folly  had  dif- 
graced  their  councils  ever  fince  they  came  into  office. 

It  was  not  for  want  of  information  that  the  Admi- 
ralty fufFered  the  French  fleet  to  get  the  fliart  of  them 
in  going  to  America;  for  upon  the  nth  of  April 
they  were  informed  that  D'Eftaing  was  to  fail  from 
Toulon  between  the  12th  and  15th  of  that  month, 
with  ten  fnips  of  the  line  and  five  frigates  j  but  it  was 
faid  the  deftination  of  the  fleet  was  not  known.' 
Upon  the  13th  of  April  the  Admiralty  alfo  received 
advice,  that  D'Eftains:  had  arrived  at  Toulon  the 
27th  of  March  with  unlimited  powers,  and  had  added 
two  Ihips  to  his  fquadron  j  and  on  the  iifl  of  April 
they  were  informed,  that  after  the  arrival  of  D'Ef- 
taing at  Toulon,  the  work  was  doubled  to  compleat 
that  armament.  A  lift  of  his  whole  fleet,  with  the 
number  of  guns  and  the  names  of  the  commanders, 
was  received  on  the  27th  of  April,  with  an  accounr 
of  his  intention  of  failing  the  next  morning,  and  on 
the  fame  day  advice  was  received  by  exprefs,  o-f 
Count  D'Eilaing's  fquadron  having  fet  fail  the  13th, 
at  four  in  the  afternoon,  with  a  fair  wind.  Yet  not- 
withfl:anding  this  information,  the  Freqch  fifct  was 
futfered   to  pafs  the  3traits  without  oppoficion,  and 
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was  in  the  American  feas  before  our  fleet  was  ready  to 
fail.  This  negligence  or  incapacity  of  the  firft  lord 
of  the  admiralty,  was  much  blamed  by  the  nation,  and 
even  by  Tome  of  the  befl:  friends  of  the  miniftry,  who 
were  now  alhamed  of  his  conduft,  becaufe  he  had 
boafted  fo  much  and  done  nothing. 

The  alarm  which  D'Eftaing's  fleet  created  among 
the  traders  to  the  Weft  Indies,  produced  a  petition  to 
the  king,  from  the  planters  and  merchants,  trading 
to  thofe  parts,  wherein  they  reprefent,  "  That,  on 
the  commencement  of  the  unhappy  divifions  between 
this  kingdom  and  the  colonies  in  North  America, 
being  imprefled  with  a  proper  fenfe  of  duty  to  his 
Majefty,  and  of  the  circumftances  of  their  fituation, 
they  reprefented  to  his  minifters  their  apprehenfions 
cf  the  dangers  and  diflireflies  to  which  the  fugar 
iflands  were  neceflTarily  expofed  :  That  the  fatal  con- 
fequences  thus  apprehended,  had  in  a  great  meafure 
been  unhappily  experienced,  during  the  laft  three 
years,  by  a  general  fcarcity  of  provifions  in  all  the 
iflands  (in  fome  of  them  nearly  approaching  to  a  fa- 
mine) and  by  want  of  almoft  every  article  eflTential  to 
the  culture  of  their  plantations  ;  fo  that  their  eftates 
and  property  had  been  confiderably  impaired  in  value, 
and  continued  expofed  to  future  diminution  j  whillt 
their  efi^efls  were  captured  on  the  high  feas  to  a  very 
great  amount:  That  although  they  had  early  and 
anxioufly  reprefented  to  his  Majefty's  minifters,  the 
neceflfity  of  an  adequate  protection  for  the  iflands, 
they  had  nov/  to  lament,  from  the  lofs  of  Dominica, 
and  the  imminent  danger  of  other  iflands,  that  the 
frequent  applications  which  they  had  made  for  pro- 
tedion,  had   not  had  the  deflred  eftedt :    That  they 
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were  now  in  the  mod  anxious  ftate  of  fufpenfe,  from 
the  delay  of  the  fuccours  from  New  York  to  the 
Leeward  iflands,  which  had  been  fo  unfeafanably 
afforded,  as  to  leave  all  thofe  iflands  expofcd  to  the 
further  hoftile  attempts  of  the  enemy.  And  thou^j-h 
the  affiirances  of  proeeftion  given  to  them  by  his  ma- 
jedy's  minifters,  had  tended  to  remove  their  immedi- 
ate apprehenfions,  yet  they  appeared  too  general  and 
precarious  to  quiet  their  minds,  as  to  the  fafety  of  the 
Leeward  iflands:  whilft  the  important  ifland  of  Ja- 
maica had  been  left  almoil  to  its  own  efforts;  which 
from  the  comparatively  fmail  number  of  white  inha- 
bitants, were  become  peculiarly  fevere,  and,  joined 
to  the  fulpenfion  of  culture  neceffariiy  confequent  on 
military  duty,  muft  in  time  prove  ruinous  j  a  naval 
force  being  the  principal  fecurity  of  the  iflands  in 
general.  Labouring  under  the  v/eight  of  thefe  ca- 
lamities, they  faid  they  could  nor  avoid  further  hum.bly 
expreffing  to  his  majefty,  their  melancholy  apprehen- 
fions, left  the  defolating  fyfbem,  which  appeared  to 
them  to  have  bten  lately  denounced  by  his  ma^efty's 
commiffioners  in  North  America,  might  be  produc- 
tive of  confequences,  to  them  at  prefenr,  not  fully 
forefeen,  nor  fufficiently  forefeen  by  his  majefty's  fer- 
vants.  What  moftly  alarmed  the  merchants  whofe 
property  was  chiefly  in  thofe  iflands,  was  that  the 
French  and  Americans  fhould  practice,  according  to 
the  fyftem  publicly  avowed  by  the  commiffioners  and 
lay  wafte  and  deftroy  all  the  iflands  as  far  as  they 
could.  The  merchants  were  not  fingular  in  their  ap- 
prehenfions on  this  headi  for  thirty-one  lords  in  par- 
liament expreffed  the  fame  fears  and  apprehenfions, 
in  their  diffent  from  a  vote  in  the  higher  houfe,  De- 
cember 
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cember  7,  this  year,  upon  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty, 
to  exprefs  the  difplealure  of  that  houfe,  againft  the 
manifefto  of  the  commiflloners,  concerning  the  cruel 
meafures  that  were  "threatened  in  that  manifefto. — 
When  the  queftion  was  put  upon  the  motion,  it  was, 
by  a  great  majority,  rejected,  and  the  following  rea- 
fons  of  diiTent  from  the  vote,  were  given  by  thirty-one 
lords,  which  fliew  their  minds  on  the  fubjeft. 

I.  Becaufe  the  public  law  of  nations,  in  affirnnance 
of  the  diftates  of  nature  and  the  precepts  of  revealed 
religion,  forbids  us  to  refort  to  the  extremes  of  war 
upon  our  own  opinion  of  their  experience,  or  in  any 
cafe  to  carry  on  war  for  the  purpoie  of  defoiation. 
We  know  that  the  rights  of  war  are  odious,  and,  in- 
flead  of  being  extended  upon  loofe  conftrudions  and 
fpeculations  of  danger,  ought  to  be  bound  up  and 
limited  by  all  thereilraints  of  the  moft  limited  con- 
ftru6lion*  We  are  fhocked  to  fee  the  firft  law  of  na- 
ture, felf-prefervation,  preverted  and  abufed  into  a 
principle  deftrudlive  of  all  other  laws;  and  a  rule  laid 
down,  by  which  our  own  fafety  is  rendered  incompa- 
tible with  the  profperity  of  mankind.  Thofe  obje6ls 
of  war,  which  cannot  be  compafTed  by  fair  and  ho- 
nourable hoftility,  ought  not  to  be  compalTed  at  all. 
An  end  that  has  no  means,  but  fuch  as  are  unlaw- 
ful, is  an  unlawful  end.  The  manifefto  exprefsly 
founds  the  change  it  announces,  from  a  qualified  and 
mitigated  war,  to  a  war  of  extremity  and  defoiation, 
on  the  certainty  that  the  provinces  mull  be  indepen- 
dent, and  muft  become  an  acceflion  to  the  flrength  of 
an  enemy.  In  the  mid  ft  of  the  calamities,  by  which 
ourlofs  of  empire  has  bi-cn  preceded  and  accompa- 
nied j  in  the  midft  of  our  apprehenfions  for  the  far- 
t;her  calamiti-es  which  impend  over  us,  it  is  a  matter 
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of  frefh  grief  and  accumulated  fhame,  to  fee,  from  a, 
commifTion  under  the  o-reat  feal  of  this  kinc<-dom,  a 
declaration  for  defolating  a  vaft  continent,  Iblcly  bc- 
caufe  v/e  had  not  the  reafon  to  retain,  or  the  power 
io  fubdue  it. 

II.  Becaufe  the  avowal  of  a  deliberate  purpofe  of 
violating  the  lav/  of  nations  mufl  give  an  alarm  to 
■t'very  ftate  in  Europe;  all  common  wealths  have  a 
concern  in  the  law,  and  are  its  natural  avengers.  At 
this  time,  furrounded  by  enemies  and  deititute  of 
all  allies,  it  is  not  necefiary  to  lliarpen  and  embitter 
the  hcfiility  of  declared  foes,  or  to  provoke  to  en- 
mity neutral  ftates.  We  truft,  that  by  the  natural 
ftrength  of  this  kingdom  v/e  are  fecured  from  a  fo- 
reign conqueft,  but  no  nation  is  fecured  from  the  m- 
vafion  and  incurfions  of  enemies.  And  it  feems  to 
us  th€  height  of  phrenfy,  as  well  as  wicktidnefs  to 
expofe  this  country  to  cruel  depredations,  and  other 
outrages  too  fhocking  to  mention  (but  which  are  all 
contained  in  the  idea  of  the  extremes  of  war  and  de- 
folation)  by  eftablifliing  a  falfe,  fliameful,  and  per- 
nicious maxim,  that,  where  v^e  have  no  intereft  to 
prefcrve,  we  are  called  upon  by  neceflity  to  deftroy. 
This  kingdom  has  long  enjoyed  a  profound  internal 
peace,  and  has  flouriflied  above  all  others  in  its  arts 
and  enjoyments  in  that  happy  ftate.  It  has  been  the 
admiration  of  the  world  for  its  cultivation  and  its 
plenty  for  the  comforts  of  the  poor,  the  fplendor  of 
the  rich,  and  the  content  and  profperlty  of  all.  This 
fituation  and  fafety  may  be  attributed  to  the  greatnefs 
of  our  power.  It  is  more  becoming,  and  more 
true,  that  we  ought  to  attribute  that  iafety,  and  the 
power  which  procured  it,  to  theancient  juilice,  honour, 
humanity,  and  generofity  of  the  kingdom,  which 
Vol.11.  Sfs  brouo-ht 
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brought  down  the  bleffing  of  providence  on  a  people 
who  made  their  profperity  a  benefit  to  the  world, 
and  interefled  all  nations  in  their  fortune,  whofe  ex- 
ample of  miidnefs  and  benignity  at  once  humanized 
others,  and  rendered  itfelf  inviolable.  In  departing 
from  thofe  folid  principles,  and  vainly  trufting  to  the 
fragility  of  human  force,  and  to  the  efficacy  of  arms, 
rendered  impotent  by  their  perverfion,  we  lay  down 
princi^.lfs,  and  furnifli  examples  of  the  mod  atrocious 
barbarity.  We  are  to  dread  that  all  our  power^ 
peace,  and  opulence,  fhould  vani(h  like  a  dream,  and 
that  the  cruelties  which  we  think  fafe  to  exercife, 
becaufe  their  immediate  objefl  is  remote,  may  be 
brought  to  the  coafts,  perhaps  to  the  bofom  of  this 
kingdom. 

Ill    Becaufe,  if  the  explanation,  given  in    debate^ 
be  expreffive  of  the   true    fenfe    of  the    article  in  the 
manifefto,  fuch  explanation   ought  to   be  made,  and 
by  a.-,  high  authority   as  that  under  which  the  except- 
tionable  article  was  originally  publilhed.     The  natu- 
ral and  obvious  fenfe  vindicates,  that  the  extremes  of 
-war  had  hitherto  been  checked:   That  his  majefty's 
generals  had    hitherto  forborne   (upon   principles  of 
benignity   and  policy)  to   defolate  the  country;   but 
that  the  whole  nature  and  future  conduft   of  the  war 
mud  be  changed,   in  order  to   render  the  American 
accelTion  of  as  little  avail  to  France  as  pofljble.     This 
in  our  apprehenfions,  conveys  a  menace   of  carrying 
nothing.     And,  as  fome  fpeeches  in  the  Houfe  (how- 
evei  palliated)  and  as  fome  ad:s  of  particular  cruelty, 
perfeftly     comfortable     to     the    apparent    ideas     in 
the  manifefto,  have  been  lately  exercifed,   it  becomes 
the  more  neceffarv;,  for  rlie  honour  and  fafety  of  this 

nation 
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nation,  that  this  explanation  (hould  be  made.  As  it 
is  refufed,  we  have  only  to  clear  ourfelves  to  our  con- 
fciences,  to  our  country,  to  our  neighbours,  and  to 
every  individujil  who  may  fuffer  in  confequence  of  this 
atrocious  menace,  of  all  parts  of  the  guilt,  or  in  the 
evils  that  may  become  its  punifiiment.  And  we  chufe 
to  draw  ourfelves  out,  and  to  diftinguifii  ourfelves  to 
pofterity,  as  not  being  the  nrft  to  renew,  to  approve, 
or  to  tolerate  the  return  of  that  ferocity  and  barbarifm 
in  war,  which  a  bcnificent  religion,  enlightened  man- 
ners, and  true  military  honour,  had  for  a  long  time 
banilhed  from  the  Chridian  world. 

Amidft  all  the  horrors  of  war,  and  the  expeftations 
of  battles,  our  officers  and  army,  on  occafions,  re- 
laxed into  the  mod  childiih  and  trifling  diverfions. 
When  Sir  William  Howe  was  about  to  come  away  to 
England,  and  leave  the  army,  out  of  refpeft  to  him, 
the  following  mifceilaneous  entertainment  was  exhi- 
bited, which  I  fliall  give  in  the  words  of  a  letter  from 
an  officer  lo  his  correfpondent  in  London. 

*'  For  the  firft  time  in  my  life  I  write  to  you  with 
unwillingnefs.  The  fhip  that  carries  Sir  William 
Howe  will  convey  this  letter  to  you ;  and  not  even 
the  pleafure  of  converfing  with  my  friend,  can  fecure 
me  from  the  general  dejeftion  1  fee  around  m.e,  or  re- 
move the  fhare  I  mult  take  in  the  univerfal  regret  and 
difappointment  which  his  approaching  departure  hath 
fpread  throughout  the  whole  army.  We  fee  him 
taken  from  us  at  a  time  when  we  molt  ftand  in  need 
of  fo  fkilful  and  popular  a  commander.  When  the 
experience  of  three  years,  and  the  knowledge  he 
hath  acquired  of  the  country  and  people,  have  added 
to  the  confidence  we  always  placed  in  his  condufl  and 
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abilities.     You  know  he  was  ever  a  favourite  with  the 
military;   but  the  afFedion  and  attachment  all  ranks 
of  officers  in  his  army  bear  him,  can  only  be  known 
by  thofe  who  have  at  this  time  feen  them  in  their  ef- 
fects.    I  do  not  believe  there  is  upon  record  aa  in- 
ilance  of  a  commander  in  chief  having  fo  univerfally 
endeared  himfelf  to  thofe  under  his  command  ;  or  o-f 
one  who  received  fuch  fignal  and  flattering  proofs  of 
their  love.     That  our  fentiments  might  be  the  more 
univerfally  and  unequivocally  known,  it  was  refolved 
amongft  us,  that  we  fhould  give  him   as  fplendid   an 
entertainment  as    the  fhortnefs  of  the  time,   and  our 
prefent  fituation;,,  would  allow  us.     For  the  expences 
the  whole  army  would  have  contributed  ;    but  it  was 
requifite   to  draw  a  liae  fomewhere,  and  twenty-four 
field  officers  joined  in  a  fubfcription  adequate  to  the 
plan  they  meant  to  adopt.     I    know    your  curiofity 
will  be  raifed  on  this  occafion  ;   I  fhall  therefore  give 
you   as   particular  account  of  our    mifchianza  as  I 
have  been  able  to  colleft.     From  the  name  you  will 
perceive  that  it  was  made   up  of  a  variety  of  enter- 
tainments.    Four  of  the  gentlemen  fubfcribers  were 
appointed  managers,  Sir  John  Wrottefly,  Colonel  O'- 
Hara,   Major    Gardiner,    and    Montrelbr,    the    chief 
engineer.     On   the  tickets  of  admiflion,  which  thev 
gave  out  for  Monday  the    2,8th  was  engraved,  in  a 
Ihield,  a  view  of  the  lea,  with  the  fetting  fun,  and  on 
the  wreath,  the  words,  Luceo  dijudensy  au§io  Jplendore 
fefiirgam.     At  the  top  was   the  general's  creil,  with 
"jive  vale.     All  round  the  fliield  ran  a  vignette,  and 
various  military  trophies   filled  up  the   ground.     A 
grand  regatta  began  the  entertainment.     It  confifted 
of  three  divifions.     In  the  firft  was  the  Ferret  galley, 
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having  on  board  feveral  general  oiiicers,  and  a  num- 
ber of  ladies.  In  the  centre  was  the  HufTar  galley, 
with  Sir  William  and  Lord  Howe,  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton, the  officers  of  their  fuite,  and  Tome  ladies.  The 
Cornwallis  galley  brought  up  the  rear,  having  on 
board  General  Knyphaufen  and  his  fuite,  three  Bri- 
tiHi  generals,  and  a  party  of  ladies.  On  each  quar- 
ter of  thefe  gallies,  and  forming  their  divifion,  were, 
iive  flat  boats  lined  with  green  cloth,  and  filled  with 
ladies  and  gentlemen.  In  front  of  the  whole  wert 
three  fiat  boats  with  a  band  of  mufic  in  each ;  fix  barses 
rowed  about  each  flank  to  keep  off  the  fwarm  of  boats 
that  covered  the  river  from  fide  to  fide.  The  gallies 
were  dreflTed  out  in  a  variety  of  colours  and  ftreamers, 
and  in  each  flat  boat  was  difplayed  a  flag  of  its  own 
divifion.  In  the  fl:ream  oppofite  the  centre  of  the 
city,  the  Fanny  armed  fnip,  magnificently  decorated, 
was  placed  at  anchor,  and  at  fonie  difliance  a-head  lay 
his  Ivlajefty's  fliip  the  Roebuck,  with  the  admiral's  flag 
hoifled  at  the  fore-top-maft  head.  The  tranfporc 
fli'ips,  extending  in  a  line  the  whole  length  of  the  town, 
appeared  with  colours  flying,  and  crowded  with  fpec- 
tatorSj  as  were  alio  the  openings  of  the  feveral  wharfs 
on  fhore,  exhibiting  a  moft  piflurefque  and  enlivening 
fcene.  The  rendevous  was  at  Knight's  Wliarf,  at 
the  north  end  of  the  city.  By  half  after  four  the  whole 
company  was  embarked,  and  the  fignal  being  made 
by  Vigilant's  manning  fliip,  the  three  dlvifions  rowed 
flowly  down,  preferving  their  proper  intervals,  and 
keeping  timiC  to  the  mufic  that  led  the  fleet.  Arrived 
between  the  Fanny  and  the  Market  Wharf,  a  fignal 
W4S  made  for  one  of  the  boats  a-head,  and.  the.  whole 
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lay  upon  their  oars,  while  the  mufic  played,  Godjave 
theliing^  and  three  cheers  g'.ven  by  the  vefTels  were 
returned  from  the  multitude  on  iliore.  By  this  time 
flood  tide  became  too  rapid  for  the  galiies  to  advance, 
they  were  therefore  quitted,  and  the  company  difpofed 
of  in  the  different  barges. 

This  alteration  broke  in  upon  the  order  of  the  pro- 
cefTion,  but  was  neceiTary  to  give  fufficient  time  for 
difplaying  the  entertainment  that  was  prepared  on 
fhore. 

The  landing  place  was  at  the  old  fort,  a  little  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  town,  fronting  the  building  prepared 
for  the  reception  of  the  company,  about  four  hundred 
yards  from  the  water,  bv  a  gentle  afcent.  As  foon  as 
the  general's  barge  was  feen  to  pufh  for  the  fhore,  a  fa- 
lute  of  17  guns  v,' as  fired  from  the  Roebuck,  and  after 
fome  interval,  by  the'fame  number  from  the  Vigilant. 
The  company,  as  they  difembarked,  arranged  them- 
felves  into  a  line  of  procefTion,  and  advanced  through, 
an  avenue  formed  by  two  files  of  grenadiers,  and  a  line 
of  light  horfe  fupporting  each  file. 

This  avenue  led  to  a  fquare  lawn  of  150  yards  on 
each  fide,  lined  with  troops,  and  properly  prepared 
for  the  exhibition  of  a  tilt  and  tournament,  according 
to  the  cufloms  and  ordinances  of  antient  chivalry.-— 
We  proceeded  through  the  centre  of  the  fquare. 
The  mufic,  confifting  of  all  the  bands  of  the  army, 
moved  in  the  front.  The  managers,  with  favours  of 
blue  and  white  ribbands  in  their  breads,  followed 
next  in  order.  The  general,  admiral,  and  the  reft  of 
the  company  fucceeded  promifcuoufly.  In  the  front 
appeared  the  building,  bounding  the  view  through  a 
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vifla,  formed  by  two  triumphal  arches,  erefted  at  pro- 
per intervals,  in  a  line  with  the  landing-place.  Two 
pavilions,  with  rows  of  benches,  rifmg  one  above  the 
other,  and  ferving  as  the  advanced  wings  of  the  trium- 
phal arch,  received  the  ladies  while  the  gentlemen  ran- 
ged themfelves  in  convenient  order  on  each  fide.  On 
the  front  feat  of  each  pavilion  were  placed  fcven  of  the 
principal  young  ladies  of  the  country,  drclTed  in  T-jrk^ 
ifh  habits,  and  wearing  in  their  turbans  the  favours 
with  which  they  meant  to  reward  the  feveral  kniohts 
who  were  to  contend  in  their  honour. 

Thefe  arrangements  were  fcarce  made,  when  the 
found  of  trumpets  were  heard  at  a  diftanccj  and  a 
band  of  knights  drefied  in  antient  habits  of  white  and 
red  filk,  and  mounted  on  grey  horfes,  richly  capari- 
foned  in  trappings  of  the  fame  colours,  entered  the 
liit,  attended  by  their  efquires  on  foot,  in  fuitable 
apparel,  in  the  following  order :  Four  trumpeters, 
properly  habited,  their  trumpets  decorated  with  pen- 
dant fmall  banners ; — a  herald  in  his  robes  of  cere- 
mony ;  on  his  tunic  was  the  device  of  his  band,  tAvo 
rofes  intertwined,  with  the  motto,  IVe  droop  zvhen  Je^ 
farated.  Lord  Cathcart,  fuperbly  mounted  on  a 
managed  horfe,  appeared  as  chief  of  thefe  knights  ; 
two  young  black  flaves,  with  fafhes  and  drawers  of 
blue  and  white  filk,  wearing  large  filver  clafps  round 
their  neck  and  arms,  their  breads  and  flioulders  bare, 
held  his  flirrups.  On  his  right  hand  walked  Captain 
Hazard,  and  on  his  left  Captain  Brownlow,  his  two 
efquires,  one  bearing  the  lance  the  other  the  Ihield, 
His  device  was  Cupid  riding  on  a  lion,  the  motto. 
Surmounted  by  Love.  His  lordfhip  appeared  in  honour 
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of  MiTs  Auchmuty.  Then  came  in  order  the  knights 
of  his  band,  each  attended  by  his  efquire,  having  his 
lance  and  fliield.  Firft  knight,  the  hon.Capt.  Cath- 
cart,  in  honour  of  Mifs  Ann  White,  his  efquire^  Cap- 
tainPeters,  the  device,  a  heart  and  fword,  motto.  Love 
andHonour.  The  fecond  knight,  Lieutenant  Bygrove, 
in  honour  of  Mifs  Craig,  his  efquire  Lieut.  Nichols, 
the  device,  Cupid  tracing  a  Circle,  the  motto,  V/ithout 
End.  The  third  knight,  Captain  Andre,  in  honour 
of  Mifs  M'Chew,  his  efquire.  Lieutenant  Andre,  the 
device,  two  game  cocks  fighting,  the  motto,  No  Rival. 
The  fourth  knight,  Captain  Horneck,  in  honour  of 
Mifs  N.  Redm^an,  the  efquire  Lieutenant  Talbot,  the 
device,  a  burning  heart,  and  the  motto,  Abfeme  cannot 
extinguifo.  The  fifth  knight.  Captain  Matthews,  in 
honour  of  Mifs  Bond,  his  efquire,  Lieut,  Plamilton, 
device,  a  winged  heart,  the  motto  Each  Fair  by  'Turn. 
The  fixth  knight.  Lieutenant  Sloper,  in  honour  of  Mifs 
Shipen,  efquire,  Lieut.  Brown,  device,  a  heart  and 
fword,  motto.  Honour  and  the  Fair. 

After  they  had  made  the  circuit  of  the  fquare  and 
faluted  the  ladies  as  they  pafled  the  pavilions,  they 
ranged  themfelves  in  aline,  each  that  in  which  were 
the  ladies  of  their  device,-  and  the  herald  (Mr.  Beau- 
mont) advancing  into  the  centre  of  the  fquare,  after 
a  flourilli  of  trumpets,  proclaimed  the  following 
challenge:  The  knights  of  the  Blended  Rofe,  by  me, 
their  herald,  proclaim  and  aflert,  that  the  ladies  of 
the  Blended  Rofe,  excel,  in  wit,  beauty,  and  every 
accomplilhment,  thofe  of  the  whole  world  ;  and 
fhould  any  knight  or  knights,  be  fo  hardy  as  to  dil- 
pute  or   deny   it,   they    are  ready  to    enter  the  lifts 
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with  them,  and  maintain  their  afieriions,  by  deeds  of 
arms,  according  to  the  laws  oF  aiitient  chivalry.  On 
the  third  repetition  of  the  challenge,  the  Ibund  of  the 
trumpets  was  heard  from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  fquare, 
and  another  herald  with  four  trumpeters,  drefTed  in 
black  and  orange,  galloped  into  the  lifts.  He  was 
met  by  the  herald  of  the  blended  rofe,  and  after  a  fhorc 
parley,  they  both  advanced  in  front  of  the  pavilions, 
when  the  black  herald  (Lieutenant  More)  ordered  his 
trumpets  to  found,  and  then  proclaimed  defiance  to 
the  challenge  in  the  following  words  : 

The  knights  of  the  burning  mountains  prefent 
themfelves  here,  not  to  conteft  by  words,  but  to 
difapprove  by  deeds,  the  vain- glorious  afTertions  of 
the  knights  of  the  blended  rofe;  and  enter  thefe  lifts 
to  maintain,  that  the  ladies  of  the  burning  mountains 
are  not  excelled  in  beauty,  virtue,  or  accomplifli- 
ments,  by  any  of  the  univerfe.  He  then  returned 
to  the  part  of  the  barrier  through  which  he  had  en- 
tered ;  and  fhortly  after,  the  black  knights,  attended, 
by  their  efquires,  rode  into  the  lifts,  in  the  fol- 
lowing order  :  Four  trumpeters  preceding  the  he- 
rald, on  v/hofe  tunic  was  reprefented,  a  mountain 
fending  forth  flames,  with  this  motto,  I  burn  for  ever. 
Captain  Watfon,  of  the  guards,  as  chief,  dreffed  in  a 
magnificent  fuit  of  black  filk  and  orange,  and  mounted 
on  a  black  managed  horfe,  with  trappings  of  the  fame 
colour  with  his  own  drefs,  appeared  in  honour  of 
Mifs  Franks.  He  was  attended  in  the  fame  manner 
as  Lord  Cathcart.  Captain  Scot  bore  his  lance,  and 
Lieutenant  Littleton  hisfhieid.  The  device,  a  heart 
with  a  wreatJi  ot  flowers,  and  the  motto  hove  and 
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Glory.  Six  other  knights,  with  efquires,  devices, 
and  mottos,  fiiitable  to  the  ciccafion,  at  laft  advanced, 
and  after  they  had  rode  round  the  lifts  and  made  their 
obeifance  to  the  ladies,  drew  up  fronting  the  black 
knights,  and  the  chief  of  thefe  having  thrown  down  his 
gauntlet,  the  chief  of  the  black  knights  direfted  his 
efquire  to  take  it  up.  The  knights  then  received  their 
lances  from  their  efquires,  fixed  their  fhields  on  their 
left  arms,  and  making  a  general  falute  to  each  other, 
by  a  very  graceful  movement  of  their  lances,  turned 
round  to  take  their  career,  and  encountering  in  foil 
gallop,  Ihivered  their  fpears.  In  the  fecond  and  third 
encounters  they  difcharged  their  piftols.  Jn  the  fourth 
they  fought  with  their  fwords.  At  length  the  two 
chiefs  fpurring  into  the  centre,  engaged  furioufly  in 
fingle  com.bat,  till  the  marflial  of  the  field.  Major 
Groyne,  rulhed  in  between  the  chiefs,  and  declared 
that  the  fair  damfels  of  the  blended  rofe  and  the  burn- 
ing mountain,  were  perfedlly  fatisfied  with  the  proofs 
of  love,  and  the  fignal  feats  of  valour  given  by  their 
refpeftive  knights ;  and  commanded  them,  as  they 
prized  the  future  favour  of  their  miftrefles,  that  they 
would  inftantly  defift  from  further  combat.  Obedi- 
ence being  paid  by  the  chiefs  to  this  order,  they  join- 
ed their  refpeftive  bands.  The  white  knights  and  their 
attendants  filed  off  to  the  left,  the  black  knights  to 
the  right,  and,  after  paffing  each  other  at  the  lower 
fide  of  the  quadrangle,  moved  up  alternately  till  they 
approached  the  pavilions  of  the  ladies,  when  they  gave 
a  general  falute. 

A   palTage   being   opened   between   the  pavilions, 
the  knights  preceded  by  the  efquires,  and  the  band 
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of  mufic,  rode  through  the  firft  triumphal  arch,  and 
arranged  themfelves  on  the  right  and  left.  The  arch 
in  honour  of  Lord  Howe,  prefented  two  fronts  in 
the  Tufcan  order.  The  pediment  was  adorned  with 
various  naval  trophies,  and  at  the  top  was  the  figure 
of  Neptune,  with  a  trident  in  his  right  hand.  In  a 
niche  on  each  iide  Itood  a  failor  with  a  drawn  cutlafs. 
Three  plumes  of  feathers  were  placed  on  the  fummic 
of  each  wing,  and  in  the  entablature  was  this  infcrip- 
tion,  Laus  illi  debitur  et  ahne  gratia  major.  The  in- 
terval between  the  two  arches  was  an  avenue  300 
feet  long  and  34  broad  ;  it  was  lined  on  each  fide  by 
a  file  of  troops,  and  the  colours  of  all  the  army  plan- 
ted at  proper  diltances,  had  a  beautiful  cfi^eft  in  di- 
verfifying  the  icene.  Between  thefe  colours  the 
knights  and  efquires  took  their  ftations.  The  bands 
continued  to  play  feveral  pieces  of  mufic.  The  com- 
pany moved  forward  in  proceflion,  with  the  ladies  in 
the  Turkifh  habits  in  front  j  as  thefe  pafiTed  they 
were  faluted  by  their  knights,  who  then  difmounted 
and  joined  them,  and  in  this  order  we  were  all  con- 
duced into  a  garden  that  fronted  the  houfe,  through 
the  fccond  triumphal  arch  dedicated  to  the  general. 
This  arch  was  alfo  built  in  the  Tufcan  order.  On 
the  interior  part  of  the  pediment  was  planted  a  plume 
of  feathers  and  various  military  trophies.  At  the 
top  Itood  the  figure  of  Fame,  and  in  the  entablature 
this  device,  /  hone  quo  virtus  tua  te  vocet  pede  faujio. 
On  the  right  hand  pillar  was  placed  a  bomb  fhell,  and 
on  the  left  a  flaming  heart.  The  front  next  the 
houfe  was  adorned  with  preparations  for  the  fire- 
work. From  the  garden  we  afcend  a  flight  of 
fleps,  covered  with  carpets,  which  led  into  a  fpacious 
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hall ;  the  pannels  painted  in  imitation  of  Sienna  mar- 
bit",  enclofing  fefloons  of  white  marble.  The  furbafe 
and  all  below  was  black.  In  this  hall  and  in  the  ad- 
joining apartments  were  prepared  tea,  lemonade,  and 
other  cooling  liquors,  to  which  the  company  feated 
themfelves;  during  which  time  the  knights  came  in, 
and  on  the  knee  received  their  favours  from  their  re- 
fpedtive  ladies.  One  of  thefe  rooms  was  afterwards 
appropriated  for  the  ufe  of  the  Pharoah  table;  as  you 
entered  it  you  faw  on  a  pannel  over  the  chimney,  a 
cornu  copice  exuberently  filled  with  flowers  of  the  richell 
colours  ;  over  the  door  as  you  went  out,  another  pre- 
fented  itfelf,  flirunk,  reverfed,  and  emptied. 

From  thefe  apartments  we  were  conduced  up  to  a 
ball  room,  decorated  in  a  light  elegant  flile  of  paint- 
ing. The  ground  was  a  pale  blue,  pannelled  with  a 
fmall  gold  head,  and  the  interior  filled  with  dropping 
feftoons  of  flowers  in  their  natural  colours.  Below 
the  furbafe  the  ground  was  of  rofe  pink,  with  dra-. 
pery  feftooned  in  blue.  Thefe  decorations  were 
heightened  by  eighty -five  mirrors,  decked  with  rofe- 
pink  filk  ribbands,  and  artificial  flowers;  and  in  the 
intermediate  fpaces  were  34  branches  with  wax  lights, 
ornamented  in  a  fimilar  manner.  On  the  fame  floor 
•were  four  drawing-rooms,  with  fide-boards  of  re- 
freflimenrs,  decorated  and  lighted  in  the  fam.e  ftile 
and  tafte  as  the  ball  room.  The  ball  was  opened 
with  the  knights  and  their  ladies;  and  the  dances 
continued  till  ten  o'clock,  when  the  windows  were 
'thrown  open,  and  a  magnificent  bouquet  of  rockets 
began  the  fire  works.  Thefe  were  planned  by  Capt, 
Mount  Trefor,  the  chief  engineer,   and  confifl:ed  of 

twenty 


A.D.  177^.         THE    WAR.     IN    AMERICA.         517 

twenty  different  exhibitions  difplayed  under  liis  di- 
re6tion,  wirh  the  happieft  fiiccefs,  and  in  the  hi-j^hefc 
ftile  of  beauty.  Towards  the  conclufion,  the  inte- 
rior part  of  the  triumphal  arch  was  illuminated  amidft: 
an  uninterrupted  flight  of  rockets,  and  buriling  of  ba- 
loons.  The  military  trophies  on  each  fide  affumed 
a  variety  of  tranfparent  colours.  The  fliell  and  the 
flaming  heart  on  the  wings,  fent  forth  Chinefe  foun- 
tains fucceeded  by  fire  pots.  Fame  appeared  on  th>e 
top  fpangled  with  ilars,  and  from  her  trumpet  blow- 
ing the  following  device,  Tes  Lmriers,  Jont  immortels-, 
afauterof  rockets,  burlting  from  the  pediments,  the 
feu  d'  artifice.  Ac  twelve  fupper  was  announced, 
and  large  folding  doors,  hitherto  artfully  concealed, 
being  fuddenly  thrown  open,  difcovered  a  magnifi- 
cent faloon  of  210  {^tx.  by  40,  and  22  feet  in  heio-ht, 
with  three  alcoves  on  each  fide,  which  ferved  for  fide- 
boards.  The  ceiling  was  the  fegment  of  a  circle, 
and  the  fides  were  painted  a  light  fi:raw  colour,  with 
vine  leaves,  and  feftoon  flowers,  fome  in  a  bricrht  and 
fome  in  a  darkifli  green.  Fifty- fix  large  pier  glafll-s, 
ornamented  with  green  filk,  artificial  flowers,  and 
ribbands,  and  a  hundred  branches  with  three  lifrhts 
in  each,  trimmed  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  mirrors; 
eighteen  luft:res,  each  with  twenty  four  lights,  fuf- 
pended  from  the  ceiling,  and  ornamented  as  the 
branches;  300  wax  tapers  difpofed  along  the  fupper 
tables;  430  covers,  12,00  diflies,  24  black  flaves 
in  oriental  drefies,  with  filver  collars  and  bracelets, 
ranged  in  two  lines,  and  bending  to  the  ground  as 
the  general  and  admiral  approached  the  filoon  ;  ail 
thefe  forming  together  the  mofl  'Miiliant  affemblage 
tof  gay  objefts,  and  appearing  at  once,  as  we  entered 
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by  an  eafy  defcent,  exhibited  a  coup  d'  ceil,  beyond 
defcription  magnificent.  Towards  the  end  of  fupper 
the  herald  of  the  Blended  Rofc,  in  his  habit  of  cere- 
mony, attended  by  his  trumpets,  entered  the  fiUoon, 
and  proclaimed  the  King's  health,  the  Queen  and 
Royal  Family,  the  army  and  navy  with  their  refpecflive 
commanders,  the  knights  and  their  ladies,  and  the 
ladies  in  general;  each  of  thele  toalls  was  followed 
by  a  flourifli  of  mufic.  After  fupper  we  returned 
to  the  ball-room,  and  continued  to  dance  till  four 
o'clock. 

Such  is  the  defcription,  though  a  very  fliint  one, 
of  the  mod  fplendid  entertainment,  I  believe,  ever  gi- 
ven by  an  army  to  their  general  j  but  what  muffc  be 
mod  grateful  to  Sir  William  Howe,  is  the  fpirit  and 
motives  from  whence  it  was  given.  He  goes  from  this 
place  to  morrow  ;  but  as  I  underftand  he  means  to  (lay 
a  day  or  two  with  his  brother,  on  board  the  Eagle  at 
Billingfport,  I  fhall  not  feai  this  letter  until  I  fee  him 
depart  from  Philadelphia. 

I  am  juft  returned,  Sunday  the  24th,  from  conduc- 
ing our  beleved  general  to  the  water- fide,  and  have 
facn  him  receive  a  more  flattering  teftimony  of  the 
love  and  attachment  of  the  army,  thao  all  the  pomp 
and  fplcndor  of  the  mifchianza  could  convey  to  him. 
I  have  feen  the  mod  gallant  of  our  officers,  whom 
I  lead  fufpeded  of  giving  fuch  inftances  of  their  af- 
fedion,  filed  tears  while  they  bid  him  farewell.  The 
gallant  and  afFeftionate  general  of  the  Heffians, 
Knyphaufen,  was  fo  moved,  that  he  could  not  finifh 
a  compliment  he  began  to  pay  him,  in  his  own  name 
and  that  of  his  officers  who  attended  him.  Sir  Hen- 
ry Clinton  attended  him  to  the  wharf,  where  Lord 

Howe 
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Howe  received  him  into  his  barge,  and  they  are  both 
gone  down  to  Billingfporr.  On  my  return  I  faw  no- 
thing but  dejected  cnunrenances." 

This  new  exhibition  ofcliivalry,  which  appears  to 
have  been  foundr-d  upon  the  plan  of  the  renowned 
Knight  of  La  Manclia,  can  fcarcely  be  confidered  as 
worthy  either  oftheexpence  that  was  bellowed  upon 
it,  or  of  the  charaflers  of  trie  BritiPn  officers  who 
devifed  it  and  put  it  into  execution.  The  whole  of 
this  unfortunate  and  baneful  war,  has,  fince  the  be- 
ginning of  it,  through  all  its  llages.  been  a  very  (Irange 
mifchianza;  a  mifcelhny  of  expencc,  mjuftice,  and 
difappointment.  Don  Quixote,  and  his  renowned 
efquire,  in  all  their  adventures,  fcarcely  ever  en- 
gaged in  one  more  abfurd  and  ridiculous,  than  the 
American  war^  and  in  fome  future  period,  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  world  will  be  ready  to  conclude  that 
the  ftory  concerning  this  war  has  been  founded  upon 
thofe  principles  of  knight  errantry,  which  naturally 
kad  men  to  very  ftrange  and  wonderful  adventures. 
In  the  midilof  fo  dangerous  and  unfortunate  a  war, 
it  might  have  been  expelled  that  the  Britilh  officers, 
would  have  been  otherwife  employed  than  it  expend- 
ing their  money  in  empty  fhews  and  regattas,  or  in 
daffling  with  the  ladies  of  the  ruined  colonies.  What- 
ever regard  might  be  expreffcd  in  pompous  JJjew 
to  Sir  William  Howe,  yet  it  muft  be  accounted  a 
very  ftrange  method  of  expreffing  it;  and  the  filenc 
grief  of  General  Knyphaufen  expreffed  his  regard 
more  fully  than  the  whole  expence  of  the  mifchianza. 
This  mifcellaneous  entertainment  was  a  prologue  to 
that  adventure  which  was  foon  after  made  by  our 
army  in  paffing  through  the  Jcrfies    to  Sandy-Hook, 
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where  the  knights  of  the  blended  rofe,  and  thofe  of 
the  burning  mountain,  were  under  the  necefTity  of 
performing  a  real  tournament  for  their  own  preferva- 
tion,  where  the  honour  of  their  ladies  was  but  indif- 
frently  fupported.  Had  they  forefeen  what  was  fo 
foon  to  happen,  it  would  have,  in  a  great  meafure, 
fupprefled  fome  of  that  wanton  folly  which  appeared 
in  the  exhibition  of  the  mifchianza.  It  was  truly  a 
very  fool iih  refolution  to  tranfmit  this  piece  of  mad- 
.  nefs  over  the  Atlantic,  to  Great  Britain,  with  fo  much 
approbation. 

This  feems  to  have  been  the  only  fummer  fince  the 
beginningof  the  American  war  when  the  parties  had 
leifure  to  perform  trifles,  and  relax  from  the  feveri- 
ties  of  military  difcipline.  The  Americans,  on  their 
fide,  but  for  a  different  reafon  had  alfo  a  fort  of  mif- 
chianza in  their  congrefs.  Monfieur  Gerard  had  ar- 
rived at  Philadelphia  fome  time  in  the  fummer,  as 
plenipotentiary  from  the  French  King,  and  had  an  au^ 
dience  of  the  congrefs.  This  happened  in  lefs  than 
three  months  after  General  Howe's  mifchianza,  fo 
that  Philadelphia,  thnt  had  been,  during  the  winter, 
the  feat  of  arms,  and  the  rendezvous  of  war,  was,  du- 
ring the  fummer,  turned  into  a  city  of  pleafure,  filled 
with  all  the  gaiety  of  knight  errantry,  and  the  fplen- 
dour  of  a  court.  As  fome  account  has  been  given 
of  the  fplendid  entertainment  which  was  made  to  Sir 
William  Howe,  by  the  officers  of  the  army,  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  ihew  the  reception  which  Monfieur  Ge- 
jard  received  from  the  congrefs  at  his  firll  audience, 
as  minifter  and  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  King. 
This  will  help  to  relieve  the  minds  of  the  readers 
from  the  fatigue  of  an   uniform  contemplation  of  de- 
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flruftion  and  {laughter,  and  prepare  them  for  a  view 
of  thofe  barbarities  that  will  be  laid  open  in  the  fu- 
ture part  of  this  hillory.  The  manner  in  which  Monf. 
Gerard  was  introduced,  the  letter  from  the  French 
King,  which  he  delivered,  his  fpeech  to  the  Congrels, 
and  theprefident's  anfwer,  ihall  be  given  in  their  own 
words.  _ 

Laft:  Thurfday,  Auguft  nth,  being  the  day  appoint- 
ed by  Congrefs  for  the  audience  of  the  Sieur  Gerard, 
minifter  and  plenipotentiary  from  his  moft  Chriftian 
Majefty,  that  minifter  received  audience  accordingly. 
In  purfuance  of  the  ceremonial  eftabliflied  bv  Congrefs, 
the  Hon.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Efq  ;  one  of  the  clele- 
Q-ates  from  Viro-inia,  and  the  Hon.  Samuel  Adams,  one 
of  the  delegates  from  Maffachufett's  Bay,  in  a  coach 
and  dx  provided  by  Congrefs,  waited  upon  the  minifter 
at  his  houfe.  In  a  few  niinutes  the  tv^^o  delejiates  en- 
tered  the  coach,  Mr,  Lee  placing  himfelf  at  the  mini- 
fler's  left  hand,  on  the  back  feat,  Mr.  Adams  occupy- 
ing the  front  feat;  the  minifters  chariot  being  behind 
received  his  fecretary.  The  carriages  being  arrived 
at  the  State  Houfe  in  the  city,  the  two  members  of 
Congrefs,  placing  themfelves  at  the  miniiter's  left  hand, 
a  little  before  one  o'clock,  introduced  him  to  his  chair 
in  the  Cong-refs  chamber. 

The  prefident  and  Congrefs  fitting,  the  minifter 
being  feated,  he  gave  his  credentials  into  the  hands  of 
the  fecretary,  who  advanced  and  delivered  them 
to  the  prefident.  The  fecretary  of  Congrefs  then 
read  and  tranflated  them;  which  being  done,  Mr. 
Lee  announced  the  minifter  to  the  prefident  and  Con- 
grefs: at  nine,  the  prefident,  the  Congrefs,  and  the 
minifter  rofj  together;  he  bowed  to  rhe  prefident 
and  the  Congreb ;  thev  bovv-ed  to  him,  whereupon 
Vol.  U.  '  U  u  u  the 
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the  whole  ieated  themfelves.  In  a  moment  the  mini- 
fler  rofe  and  made  aipeech  to  the  CongrelSj  while  they 
were  all  fitting.  The  fpeech  being  finifhed,  the  mi- 
nirterfat  down,  and  giving  a  copy  of  his  fpeech  to  his 
fecretary,  he  prefented  it  to  the  prefidcnr.  The  pre- 
fidenc  and  the  Congrefs  then  rofe,  and  the  prefident 
pronounced  their  anfwer  to  the  fpeech,  the  minifter 
ftanding  all  the  time.  The  anfwer  being  ended,  the 
whole  were  again  feated,  and  the  prefident  giving  a 
copy  of  the  anfwer  to  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs,  he 
prefented  it  to  the  minifter.  The  prefident,  the  Con- 
grefs, and  the  minifter  then  rofe  together^  the  mini- 
fter bowed  to  the  prefident,  who  returned  the  falute, 
and  then  to  the  Congrefs,  who  alfo  bowed  in  their 
turns  and  the  minifter  having  bowed  to  the  prefident, 
and  received  his  bow,  he  withdrew,  and  was  attended 
home  in  the  fame  manner  in  which  he  had  been  con- 
duced to  the  audience. 

Within  the  bar  of  the  houfe  the  Congrefs  formed 
a  femi-circie  on  each  fide  of  the  prefident  and  the 
minifter  J  the  prefident  fitting  at  one  extremity  of  the 
circle,  at  a  table  upon  a  platform  elevated  two  fteps; 
the  minifter  fitting  at  the  oppofite  extremity  of  the 
circle,  in  an  arm  chair,  upon  the  fame  level  with  the 
Congrefs.  The  door  of  the  Congrefs  chamber  being 
thrown  open,  below  the  bar,  about  200  gentlemen 
were  admitted  to  the  audience,  among  whom  were 
the  vice-prefident  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  Peniyivania,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
the  fpeaker,  and  members  ot  the  Houfe  of  Aftem- 
bly,  feveral  foreigners  of  diftincftion,  and  officers  of 
the  army.  The  audience  being  over,  the  Con- 
grefs and  the  minifter  at  a  proper  hour,  repaired  to 
an  entcrcainmcritj  Lnven  by  the  Congrefs  to  the  mini- 
fter i 
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fler  J  at  which  were  prefent,  by  invitation,  feveral  fo- 
reigners of  diftin'ftioii,  and  gentlemen  of  public  cha- 
ra6ler.  The  entertainment  was  conducled  with  a  de- 
corum fuited  to  the  occafion,  and  gave  great  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  whole  companj'. 

The  Congrefs  gave   the  following  account  of  this 
audience,  figned  by  their  prefident  and  fecretary. 
In  Congress,  Aiigiifl  6,    1778. 

Accordino;  to  order,  the  Hon.  Sieur  Gerard  bein*^ 
introduced  to  an  audience  by  the  two  members  for 
chat  purpofe  appointed,  and  being  feated  in  his  chair, 
his  fecretary  delivered  to  the  prefident  a  letter  from 
his  Mod  Chriftian  Majeily,  which  was  read  in  the 
words  following : 

Very  dear  great  Friends  and  Allies, 

The  treaties  which  we  have  figned  with  you,  in  con- 
fequence  of  th^  propofals  your  commifiioners  made  to 
us  in  your  behalf,  are  a  certain  affurance  of  our  af- 
fection for  the  United  States  in  general,  and  for  each 
of  them  in  particular,  as  well  as  of  the  intereft  we 
take,  and  conftantly  fhall  take,  in  their  happinels  and 
profperity.  It  is  to  convince  you  more  particularly 
of  this,  that  we  have  nominated  the  Sieur  Gerard, 
Secretary  of  our  Council  of  State,  to  refide  amoncr 
you  in  the  quality  of  our  minifter  and  plenipotentiary. 
He  is  the  better  acquaiht^d  with  our  fentiments  to- 
wards you,  and  the  more  capable  of  tellifying  the  fame 
to  you,  as  he  was  entrufted  on  our  part  to  negociate 
with  your  commifTioners,  and  figned  with  them  the 
treaties  which  cement  our  union.  We  pray  you  to 
give  credit  to  all  he  fliall  communicate  to  you  from 
us,  more  efpecially  when  he  fhall  affure  you  of  our 
affedion  and  conflant  friendfhip  for  you.     We  pray 

U  u  u  %  God 
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God,  very  great  Friends  and  Allies,  to  have  you  in  his 
holy  keeping. 

Your  good  Friend  and  Ally, 

(Signed)  LOUIS. 

The  minifter  was  then  announced  to  the  Prefidenc 
and  the  Houfej  whereupori  he  arofe  and  addrefled 
Congrefs,  in  the  fpeech,  which,  when  he  had  finifhed, 
his  Secretary  delivered  the  fame  in  writing  to  the  Pre- 
fient,  as  follows : 
Gentlemen, 

The  connedion  formed  by  the  King  my  M after, 
with  the  United  States  of  America,  is  fo  agreeable  to 
him,  that  he  could  no  longer  delay  fending  me  to  re- 
fide  among  you  for  the  purpofe  of  executing  it.  It 
will  give  his  Majefty  great  fatisfaftion  to  learn,  that 
the  fentiments  which  have  jfhone  forth  on  this  occafion 
juftify  that  confidence  with  which  he  hath  been  infpi- 
red  by  the  zeal  and  charadler  of  the  United  States  in 
France,  the  wifdom  and  fortitude  which  have  diredted 
the  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  and  the  courage  and  per- 
feverance  of  the  people  they  reprefent;  a  confidence 
which  you  know,  gentlemen,. has  been  the  bafis  of  th-at 
truly  amicable,  and  difinterefted  fyftem,  on  which  he 
hath  treated  with  the  United  States. 

It  is  not  his  Majefty's  fault  that  the  engagements 
he  hath  entered  into  did  not  eftablilli  your  indepen- 
dency rjnd  repofe,  without  the  further  effufion  of 
blood,  and  without  aggravating  the  calamities  of 
mankind,  whofe  happinefs  it  is  his  higheft  ambition  to 
promote  and  fecure.  But  fince  the  hollile  meafures 
and  defigns  of  the  common  enemy  have  given  to  en- 
gageiDcnts,  purely  eventual,  an  immediate,  perfuafive, 
permanent,  and  indiffolublc  force,  it  is  the  opinion  of 

the 
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the  King  my  mafter,  that  the  allies  fhould  turn  their 
whole  attention  to  fulfil  thofe  engagements  in  the 
manner  moll  ufeful  to  the  common  caufe,  and  belt  cal- 
culated to  obtain  that  peace  which  is  the  object  of  the 
alliance. 

It  is  upon  this  principle  his  Majedy  has  hafiened  to 
fend  you  a  powerful  afilftance,  which  you  owe  only  to 
his  friendfhip,  to  the  faicred  regard  he  has  for  every 
thing  which  relates  to  the  advantage  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  his  defire  of  contributing,  with  efficacy, 
to  ellabliili  your  repofe  and  profperity,  upon  an  hono- 
rable and  folid  foundation.  And  farther,  it  is  his  ex- 
pectation, that  principles,  which  may  be  adopted  by 
the  refpeftive  governments,  will  tend  to  (Irengthen 
thofe  bonds  of  union,  which  have  originated  in  the 
mutual  inrereft:  of  the  tvvo  nations. 

The  principal  obje6l  of  my  inftructions  is  to  conned; 
the  interelh  of  France  with  thofe  of  the  United  States. 
I  flatter  myfelf,  gentlemen,  that  my  pail  conduct  'n\ 
the  affairs  which  concern  them,  hath  already  convin- 
ced you  of  the  determination  I  feel  to  endeavour  to 
obey  my  inllru6tions  in  fuch  manner  as  to  defervethc 
confidence  of  Congrefs,  the  friendfhip  of  its  members, 
and  the  efleem  of  the  citizens  of  America. 

To  this  fpeech  the  Prefident  was  pleafed  to  return 
the  following  anfwer  : 

S  I  R, 
The  treaties  betv/een  his  Mod  Chriilian  Majeftv 
and  the  United  States,  fo  fully  demonftrates  his  wif- 
dom  and  magnanimity,  as  to  command  the  reverence 
of  all  nations.  The  virtuous  citizens  of  America,  in 
particular,  can  never  forget  his  beneficent  attention  to 
their  violated  rights;  nor  ccafe  to  acknowledge  the 
|iand  of  a  gracious  providence,  in  raifing  them  up  fo 

powerful 
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powerful  and  illuftrious  a  friend.  It  is  the  hope  and 
opinion  of  congrefs,  that  the  confidence  his  majefty 
repofes,  in  the  firmnefs  of  thefe  flates,  will  receive 
additional  ftrengch  from  every  day's  experience.  The 
Aflembly  are  convinced,  Sir,  that  had  it  refted  folely 
with  the  Mod  Chriftian  King,  not  only  the  indepen- 
dence of  thefe  States  would  have  been  iiniverfally  ac- 
knowledged, but  their  tranquility  fully  eftablidied.. 
We  lainent  the  luft  of  domination  v/hich  gave  birth 
to  the  prefent  war,  and  hath  prolonged  and  extended 
the  mifcries  of  mankind.  We  ardently  wifii  to  iheath 
the  fvvord,  .'^nd  fpare  the  further  efFufion  of  blood; 
but  v/e  are  determined,  by  every  means  in  our  power, 
to  fulfil  thofe  eventual  engagements,  which  have  ac- 
quired pofitive  and  permanent  force  from  the  hoftile 
defigns  and  meafurcs  of  the  common  enemy.  Con- 
grefs have  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  afllftance  fo 
wifely  and  generoufly  fenr,  will  bring  Great  Britain 
to  a  {eni^e  of  juftice  and  moderation,  promote  the 
common  intereft  of  France  and  America,  and  Tecure 
peace  and  tranquility  on  the  mod  firm  and  honour- 
able foundation.  Neither  can  it  be  doubted,  that 
thofe  who  adminifter  the  powers  of  government  with- 
in the  feveral  ftates  of  this  union,  will  cement  that 
Connexion  with  the  fubjedsof  France,  the  beneficial 
€fte<5ls  of  which  have  already  been  fo  fenfibly  felt. 
Sir,  from  the  experience  we  had,  of  your  exertions  to 
promote  the  true  interefts  of  our  country,  as  well  as 
your  own,  it  is.  with  the  higheft  fatisfadion,  Congrefs 
receive,  as  the  firft  minifter  from  his  Mofl  Chriftian 
Majefly,  a  gentleman,  whofe  pad  conduct  afi'ords  a 
iiappy  prefage,  that  he  will  merit  the  confidence  of 
this  body,  tlie  friendfliip  of  its  inembers,  and  the  cf- 
teein  of  the  citizens   of  America.     The  lecretary  of 

the 
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the  Congrels  then  delivered  to  the  minider  a  copy  of 
this  reply:  whereupon  the  minifter  withdrew,  and 
was  condufled  in  the  manner  in  which  he  was  brought 
to  the  houfe. 

The  whole  management  in  t!:is  afi'air  plainly  fhew- 
ed  that  the  Congrels  underftood  their  bLifineis,  and 
had  fufficient  addrefs  to  receive  a  French  minitier,  as 
well  as  to  flatter  the  vanity  of  his  mafter;  they  faid 
nothing  mean  or  what  was  beneath  their  character,  or 
that  of  the  Moil  Independent  Scares,  and  exprefled  a 
greatnels  of  mind  in  midil  of  calamities,  which  would 
have  done  honour  to  the  ancient  Romans.  It  will  be 
proper  here  to  give  fome  account  of  the  eventual  alli- 
ance which  was  the  foundation  of  this  formal  intro- 
duftion  of  a  French  minifler  into  the  American  Con- 
grefs.  Our  miniftry  were  fully  warned  that  this 
treaty  was  going  on  before  it  was  concluded,  and  had 
it  in  their  power  to  have  prevented  it,  to  the  advantage 
of  their  fbvereign  and  the  intereft  of  their  nation. 
But  the  foolilh  idea  of  etiquette  and  a  falfe  notion  of 
honour,  prevented  them  from  faving  thoufands  of  in- 
nocent lives,  and  millions  of  treafure  to  Great  Bri- 
tain. To  yield  to  the  colonies,  whom  they  had  fo  un- 
juilly  injured,  and  give  up  the  golden  dream  they  had 
been  indulging  for  fo  long  a  time,  was  an  idea  they 
could  not  at  all  relilli.  They  knew  that  any  perma- 
nent agreement  with  America,  could  not  be  made 
while  they  continued  in  office,  becaufe  America  could 
never  trull  them  who  had  fo  wantonly  and  cruelly 
fpilc  her  blood,  and  ravaged  her  tovs'ns  in  the  molt 
barbarous  manner.  To  give  up  their  offices  was  to 
give  up  the  emoluments  that  attended  them,  which 
was  much  dearer  unto  men  of  their  chara6ter,  t|ia.n  ei  • 
ther  the  hcnourof  dieir  fovereign  or  the  hanpinefs 

of 
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of  the  empire.     Though   they  knew  of  the  French 
treaty,  they  fuffered  it  to  go   on  without  acquainting 
parliament  till  it  was  finifhed,  and  then  they  propofed 
a  plan  of  reconciliation   which  the  renowned   knight 
of  La  Mancha  would  have    been  afliamed  of.     They 
propofed  to   the  colonics  to    break   their   faith   with 
France  in  the  firft  public  treaty  that  ever  they  made, 
and  expofe   themfeives  to  all   the  world  as  the  moft 
faithlels  of  mortals.     This,  they  knew,  could  not  be 
complied  with,  and  of  confequence  they  would  keep 
their  places  and  continue    the  war.     They  had  alfo 
fome  friends  to  ferve,  and  the  office  of  commiflloner 
was  a  lucrative  employment.     Even  this  commiflion 
was  put  into  the  hands  of  men  the  moft  unlikely  to 
gain  credit  in  America:    A  young  nobleman  of  little 
experience,  who  was  never  remarkable  in  managing 
his  own   affairs  with  honour  to  himfelf,  was  placed 
firft  in  a  commiflion  to  fettle  the  difference  between 
Britain  and  her  colonies.     To  this  beau  of  a  noble- 
man, was  joined,  an  apoftate  patriot,  a  general  of  the 
army,  and  a  pettifogging  lawyer,  who  was  remarkable 
for  nothing  but  in  being  a  penfioner  and  a  pliant  voter 
on  the  fide  of  the  miniftry.     To  all   thefe  was  added, 
as  a  fecretary,  a  Scotch  profeflbr  of  moral  philofophy, 
►    who  left  his   fchool,  and   his  fcholars,    to  the  care  of 
another,  to  crofs  the  Atlantic  under  the  pretence  of 
procuring  peace,  but  in  reality  to  glean  fome  of  thofe 
benefits  which  the  bounty  of  government  v^as  nowfo 
ready  to  beftow.     Among  the  whole,  it  is  doubtful, 
though  their  chara6ters  had  been  more  refpeftable, 
whether  there  was  as  much   judgment  as   was   necef- 
fary  to  execute  a  commifiion  of  fo  great   importance. 
It   was     certainly   an    afiront    to  the    nation,   and  .a 
difcredit  to  the  commiflion,  that  it  was  left  to  the  ma- 
nagement 
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nagemeriL  of  the  needy ^  the  covetous-,  and  the  vain.  It 
was  certainly  believed  by  the  contrivers  of  this  phin  of 
reconciliation,  that  it  could  not  fucceed,  and  was  ne- 
ver meant  as  a  fcheme  to  anfwer  the  oftenfible  piir- 
pofe.  It  even  did  not  anfwer  that  defign  for  v/hich  it 
feems  to  have  been  principally  intended,  namely,  of 
fixing  upon  the  colonifts  the  charge  of  being,  from 
the  beginning,  determined  upon  independency  on 
Great  Britain.  The  nature  of  the  commiffion,  as 
well  as  the  method  in  v/hich  it  was  managed,  plainly 
fhewed,  that  dominion,  and  not  public  utility,  was  the 
great  fpring  of  all  our  public  aftions.  The  defperate 
principles  contained  in  the  manifefto  publiflied  by  the 
rommiflioners,  fully  declared  that  the  dominion  of 
Britain  was  of  more  conlequence  than  ail  the  revenue 
of  America  and  the  lives  of  near  three  millions  of 
fubjecfls.  It  is  aim  oft  the  cafe  with  all  men,  that 
thofe  who  commit  an  injury  can  never  forgive  thofe 
they  injure  :  for  tlie  principle  of  wickednefs  which 
determines  them  to  behave  injuriouny,  pufhes  them  . 
on  to  proceed,  and  they  can  find  no  end  but  in  the 
total  ruin  of  thofe  who  refift  their  malevolence.  Had 
not  our  miniftry  been  infatuated  in  their  meafures 
with  their  own  folly,  and  refolutely  bent,  at  ail  events, 
upon  purfuing  their  fatal  fcheme,  they  would  have 
propofed  their  reconciliation  before  the  french  trea- 
ty ;  and  th^re  is  good  reafon  to  fuppofe  that,  pro- 
vided the  faith  of  the  nation  had  been  properly  gi- 
ven for  the  fulfilment  of  the  fcheme,  it  would  have 
been  lidened  to,  and  put  an  end  to  the  war.  The 
French  court  improved  the  opportunity,  and  we  loft- 
it,  it  is  to  be  feared,  for  ever.  For  it  does  not  appear 
very  probable  that  Great  Britain,  in  her  prefent.redu- 
FoL  Ho  X  X  X  ced 
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duced  ftate  of  finance,  will  ever  be  able  to  force  Ame- 
rica into  dependence,  affifted  by  both  France  and 
Spain.  A  view  of  the  treaty,  which  the  colonies  have 
entered  into  Vv'ith  France,  will  fliew  how  hopelefs  an 
opinion  it  is  to  imagine  that  Britain  can  regain  her  fu~ 
premacy  over  America.  This  treaty  is  called,  ATreaty 
of  Alliance,  eventual  and  defenfive,  between  his  Molt 
Chriilian  Majefty  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  King  of  France 
and  Navarre,  and  the  Thirteen  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica ;  and  confifts  of  twelve  articles.  The  introduc- 
tion mentions  the  ieveral  States  particularly  which  en- 
ter into  this  alliance,  and  the  feveral  reafons  for  fo  do- 
ing, and  is  perhaps  as  well  expreffed  as  any  deed  of  the 
lame  nature  that  has  appeared  concerning  any  public 
tranfad ion  for  ^lome  ages  pad.  The  tenor  of  it  fol- 
lows : 

The  Mod  Chriftian  King,  and  the  United  States  of 
North  America,  to  v/it,  New  Hampfhire,  MalTachu- 
fetts  Bay,  Rhode  Ifland,  Connedicur,  New  Jerfey, 
Pennlv'lvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  having  this 
day  concluded  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  for 
the  reciprocal  advantage  of  their  fubjefts  and  citizens, 
have  thought  it  neccflary  to  take  into  confideration 
the  means  of  iLren2;thenino-  thofe  eneao-ements,  and 
of  rendering  them  ufeful  to  the  fafety  and  tranquility 
of  the  two  parties  ;  particulaily  in  cafe  Great  Britain, 
in  refentment  of  that  connexion,  which  is  the  objeft 
of  the  faid  treaty,  fhould  break  the  peace  with 
France,  either  by  diretl  hoftilities,  or  by  hindering 
her  commerce  and  navigation,  in  a  manner  contrary 
to  the  rights  of  nations,  and  the  peace  fubfifting  be- 
tween the  two  crowns. And  his  Majeiiy  and  the 

laid 
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faid  United  States  having  refolved,  in  that  cafe,  to 
join  their  councils  and  eftoris  again!!  the  enterprizes 
of  their  common  enemv,  the  refpeftive  plenipotenti- 
aries, empowered  to  concert  the  claiifesand  conditions 
proper  to  fulhl  the  fiid  intentions,  have,  after  the  moil 
mature  deliberation,  concluded  and  determined  on  the 
following  articles  : 

Art.       I. 

If  war  flioiild  break  out  between  France  and 
Great  Britain,  during  the  continuance  of  the  prefent 
war  between  the  United  States  and  England,  his 
MajePty  and  the  faid  United  Stater,  ihall  make  it  a 
common  caufe,  and  aid  each  other  mutually  with  their 
good  offices,  tlieir  councils,  and  their  forces,  accord- 
ing to  the  exigency  of  conjun^lures^  as  becomes  good 
and  fairhful  allies. 

Art.      II. 

The  effsntial  and  direct  end  of  the  prefent  defen- 
five  alliance  is,  to  maintain  effectually  the  liberty,  fo- 
vereignty,  and  independence,  abfolute  and  unlimited, 
of  the  faid  United  States,  as  well  in  matters  of  go- 
vernment as  of  commerce. 

Art.     in. 

The  two  contracfting  parties  fliab,  each  on  its  own 
part,    and   in  the  manner  it  may  judge  mod  proper, 
make  all  the  efforts  in   its  power  againft  its  common 
enemy,  in  order  to  attain  the  end  propofcd. 
Art.     IV. 

The  contra6ling  parties  agree,  that  in  cafe  either  of 
them  fhould  form  a  particular  enterprize,  in  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  other  may  be  defired,  t!\e 
pjarty  whofe  concurrence  is  defired,  fhall  readily  and 
with  faith  join  to  ad  in   concert  for  that  purpofe^  as 

X  X  X   2  far 
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far  as  circumftances  and  its  own  particular  fituation 
will  pel  mitj  and  in  tliac  caft!,  they  fliall  regulate,  by  a 
particular  convention,  the  quantity  and  kind  of  fuc- 
cour  to  be  furnifhed,  and  the  time  and  manner  of  its 
being  brought  into  aftion,  as  well  as  the  advantages 
which  are  to  be  its  compenlation. 

A  R  T.       V. 

If  the  United  States  fliould  think  fit  to  attempt  the 
tedudtion  of  the  Britifn  powei  remaining  in  the  nor- 
thern parts  of  America  or  the  iflands  of  Bermudas, 
thofe  countries  or  iflands,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs,  fhail  be 
confederated  with,  and  dependent  upon  the  laid  Uni- 
ted btates, 

Art.     VI. 

The  Moft  Chriftian  King  renounces,  for  ever,  the 
poflefllon  of  the  iflands  of  Bermudas,  as  well  as  of 
^ny  part  of  the  continent  of  America,  which,  before 
the  treaty  of  Paris,  1765,  or  in  virtue  of  that  treaty^ 
were  acknowledged  to  belong  to  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain,  or  to  the  United  States,  heretofore  called 
Britifh  colonies,  or  which  are  at  this  time,  or  have 
lately  been  under  the  power  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain. 

Art.     VII. 

If  his  moft  Chriflian  Majefty  fhall  think  proper  to 
attack  any  of  the  iflands  fituated  in  the  Gulph  of 
Mexico,  or  near  that  gulph,  which  are  at  prefenc 
under  the  power  of  Great  Britain,  all  the  f.ud  ifles, 
in  cafe  of  fuccefs,  fliall  appertain  to  the  court  of 
France, 

Art.     VIII. 

Neither   of  the  two  parties  fliall   conclude  either 
truce  or  peace  with  Great  Britain,   without   the  for- 
mal 
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mal  confent  of  the  other  firfl:  obtained,  and  they  mu- 
tually engage  not  to  lay  down  their  arms,  until  the 
independence  of  the  United  States  fnali  have  been 
formally  and  tacitly  afTuied  by  treaty  or  treaties  that 
iliall  terminate  the  war. 

A  R  T.       IX, 

The  contracting  parties  declare,  that  being  refol- 
ved  to  fulfil,  each  on  its  own  part,  the  claufcs  and 
conditions  of  the  prefent  treaty  of  alliance,  accord- 
ing to  its  own  power  and  circumftances;  there  fhall 
be  no  after  claims  or  compenfation,  on  one  fide  or  the 
other,  whatever  may  be  the  event  of  the  war. 
A  R  Ti      X. 

The  mod  Chriitian  King  and  the  United  States 
agree  to  invite  or  admit  other  powers,  who  may  have 
received  injuries  from  England,  to  make  a  common 
caufe  with  them,  and  to  accede  to  the  prefent  alliance, 
under  fuch  conditions  as  Ihall  be  fully  agreed  to  and 
fettled  between  ail  parties. 

A  R  T.     XI. 

The  two  parties  guarantee  mutually,  from  the  pre- 
fent and  for  ever,  againft  all  other  powers,  to  wit,  the 
United  States  to  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  the  pre- 
fent poflelTions  of  the  Crown  of  France  in  America, 
as  well  as  thole  fhe  may  acquire,  by  tlie  future  treaty 
of  peace;  and  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  guarantees, 
on  his  part,  to  the  United  States,  their  liberty,  fo- 
vereignty,  and  independence,  abfolute  and  unlimited, 
as  well  matters  of  government  as  of  commerce,  and 
alfo  their  pofTelTions,  and  the  additions  or  conquefls 
their  confederations  may  obtain  during  the  war,  from, 
any  of  the  dominions  now  or  hereafter  polTefTed  bv 
Great  Britain  in  North  America;  conformable  to  the 

fifth 
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fifth  and  fixth  articles  above  \vritten,  the  whole  as 
their  poffeiTions  fliall  be  fixed,  and  affured  to  the  faid 
States,  at  the  moment  of  the  cefiiinon  of  the  prefent 
war  with  England, 

Art.     XII. 

In  order  to  fix  more  preciiely,  the  fenfe  and  ap- 
plication of  the  preceding  article,  the  contracting  par- 
ties declare,  that  in  cafe  of  a  rupture  between  France 
and  England,  the  reciprocal  guarantee  declared  in 
the  faid  article,  ftiall  have  its  full  force  and  effeft  the 
moment  the  faid  war  Ihall  break  out;  and  if  fuch 
rupture  fliaii  not  take  place,  the  mutual  obligations 
of  the  faid  guarantees  fhall  not  comm.ence  until  the 
moment  of  the  cefiation  of  the  prefent  war  between 
the  United  States  and  Ens^land.  (hall  have  afcertaine4 
their  poffeflicns. 

Art.     Xill. 

The  prefent  treaty  fliall  be  ratified  on  both  fides, 
and  the  ratification  ihall  be  exchanged  within  the 
fpace  of  fix  months,  or  fooner  if  pofTible. 

This  is  the  famous  treaty  between  France  and  the 
Colonifts  to  which  the  latter  were  driven  by  the  per- 
verfe  pride  and  ftupidity  of  men  who,  inftead  of  being- 
qualified  for  governing  an  empire,  appearnot  fit  to  be 
trufted  with  the  charge  of  a  herd  of  the  vileft  ani- 
mals. It  might  eafily  have  been  perceived  that  a 
meafure  of  this  kind  would  be  the  ilTue  ot  the  vio- 
lence and  tyranny  of  Great  Britain  towards  the  Co- 
lonies. 

Though  this  alliance  appears  unnatural,  as  being 
an  union  of  papiib  and  proteftants  againfl  a  govern- 
ment which  bears  the  name  of  proteliant,  yet  the 
urgent  nec^fiTitv  of  the  cafe,  and  the  palpable  tyranny 

of 
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ofthe  Britifli  iT5iniftry,ju{li6/  the  expedient  on  the  part 
of  the  colonifts.  It  was  certainly  inconfiltent  in  any 
protellant  power  to  employ  fuch  a  tyranny  againll  its 
own  fubjedis,  as  that  wliich  th.e  Engliih  employed 
againft  America.  The  hiilory  of  lavage  nations 
does  not  fLirnifii  us  with  examples  moic  briitilli  and 
bai  barous  than  ibme  that  are  laid  to  have  been  made 
on  the  coalts  of"  America.  It  is  a  matter  ofthe  mofi: 
ferioLis  confideration  to  all  Chrillian  nations,  whether 
a  government,  that  is  faid  to  De  from  God,  can  ever 
be  excrcifed  and  applied  to  the  deftrudlion  of  the 
governed,  except  when  their  crimes  are  Inch  as  ad- 
mit of  no  diipute,  but  are  felf-evident.  The  human 
iinderftanding  cannot  well  conceive,  ti'.ac  men's  lives 
ihouid  be  taken  away  by  interpretations  of  laws 
v/hich  have  always  been,  in  the  eye  of  reafon, 
of  a  doubtful  nature.  The  American  war,  and  all 
the  bloodlhed  and  lofs  tiiac  iias  attended  it,  have  had 
no  other  loundation  than  certain  inferences  of  Hate, 
drawn  from  modern  inlliruteji,  not  confident  with  the 
eifential  laws  ofthe  eir.pire. 

Siich  as  purine  political  quarrels  for  the  fake  of  do- 
minion lo  far  as  to  fhed  bloody  it  is  of  fmall  confe- 
cpience  Vv^hether  they  are  papiiLS  ar  proreftants;  for  it 
is  certain  that  they,  in  that  cafe,  not  only  acl  incon- 
fillent  with  the  Chnitian  religion,  but  yj'iih  the  firft 
principles  of  all  moral  lav/s.  The  colonifts  have  nj 
good  reafon,  for  the  known  principles  of  the  French, 
to  put  much  confidence  in  them,  and  if  they  be  wife 
they  v/iil  be  upon  their  guard,  and  watch  them  care- 
fully. Bur  in  their  prefent  fituation  it  could  be  no 
criminal  ailion  to  emancipate  themfelves  from  tyranny, 
by  any  lawful  means,  though  the   inftrumcats   migh: 

not 
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not  be  fuch  as  they  altogether  approved.  The  treaty 
is  altogether  political,  and  depends  upon  certain  mu- 
tual good  offices,  which  whoever  fails  in  are  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  faith.  With  regard  to  the  French 
being  papiils  our  government  can  have  no  handle, 
feeing  they  themfjlves  have  eftablifhed  popery  in  one 
part  of  their  dominions,  and  have  ihewn  a  good  in- 
clination to  have  it  introduced  into  the  relt.  The 
Americans  have  been  reproached  for  entering  into  a 
treaty  with  the  French  againft  their  King  and  coun- 
try;  but  this  reproach  falls  doubly  upon  the  heads 
of  thofe  who  rendered  their  King  and  their  country 
aliens  to  them,  by  denying  them  the  common  rights 
of  fubje6ls,  and  perfecuting  them  with  fire  and  fword,' 
becauie  they  claimed  thofe  common  rights  which  all 
Britifli  fubjeds  claim,  and  to  which  they  have  a  con- 
ftitutional  title.  In  Ibme  after  time  men  will  judge 
more  impartially  of  the  nature  of  this  difpute,  and 
will  perhaps  conclude  that  the  French  nation,  indead 
of  doing  an  unjuft  adion  in  affifting  America,  have 
done  a  righteous  and  humane  deed  in  affifting  the 
opprefled.  We  may  call  them, our  enemies  on  that 
account,  but  provided  they  do  us  no  more  injury,  we 
will  have  no  juftreafon  to  complain.  There  is  fome- 
thing  abfurd  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  wifh  w(^ll 
to  America,  and  at  the  fame  time  are  for  doing  all 
the  mifchief  ^poflible  to  the  French;  for  unlefs  the 
afliftance  which  France  has  given  America,  fhq  has 
done  no  manner  of  injury  to  us.  There  is  not  much 
rcafon  to  put  confidence  in  the  French  nation,  more 
than  in  any  other  papilis,  but  there  is  rrr-ly  no  rea- 
fon  to  put  confidence  in  any  princes  at  all,  or  nations 
where  policy  is  the  only  rule  of  duty.     Hiftory  has 

undoubtedly 
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undoubtedly  a  right  to  fet  forth  the  ftate  of  fafts, 
that  future  tuiics  may  know  the  juftice  or  injuftice,  as 
well  as  the  reafons,  of  the  war. 

While  this  war  was  ftill  going  on,  the  nation  iti 
general  felt  the  baneful  effects  of  it,  and  complaints 
were  uttered  throughout  all  the  empire,  from  the 
effefts  it  had  upon  all  ranks  of  people.  Even 
thofe  who  were  mofc  violent  for  carrying  it  on 
complained  of  its  effe(5ls,  and  confefled  the  na- 
tion would  be  ruined  J  while  either  the  wickednefs 
of  their  own  hearts,  or  a  falfe  notion  of  etiquette  and 
honour,  made  them  rather  defire  to  ruin  themfelves 
and  the  nation,  than  not  obtain  the  ruin  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, whom  they  fo  mortally  hated.  Their  con- 
ftant  language  was, — -The  colonies  mud  be  fubdued  ; 
we  have  pafTed  the  rubicon,  and  cannot  go  back  with- 
out fhame  and  difgrace.  Thus,  under  the  feverell 
apprehenfion  of  detlruftion  in  proceeding,  the  con- 
ductors of  the  war,  without  hope,  ftill  went,  till  all 
the  corners  of  the  empire  cried  out  of  opprefTioni 
from  one  end  to  the  other.  Except  thofe  v/ho  were 
daily  living  upon  the  ruins  of  the  public,  all  parties 
were  loudly  complaining  of  diftrels  with  regard  to 
trade,  commerce,  and  every  article  of  bufinefs, 
Thofe  who  were  the  bed  judges  of  the  diftreffes 
concerning  trade  and  commerce,  and  who  expreffed 
their  fentiments  in  the  vvarmefl:,  and  at  the  fame  time> 
in  the  moft  decent  manner,  were  but  little  re- 
garded by  the  higheft  authority  of  the  nation,  whofe 
bufinefs  it  was  to  iiave  more  efpecially  confidered  the 
reafons  of  thofe  complaints.  The  fcnfe  of  the  whole 
nation  was  this  year  well  expreffed  in  the  addrefs 
ind  petition  of  the  commons  of  the  city  of  London 
Vol.  lU  y  V  y  affembled 
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afiembled  in  common  council,  which  was  prefented 
to  his  Majefly  upon  March  13,  this  year.  The  ad- 
drefs  and  his  Majefly 's  anfwer/  will  better  exprefs 
the  temper  of  the  nation  and  the  difpofition  of  the 
government  than  any  that  might  be  fubftituted  in 
their  phice. 

We,  your  Maje  fly's  mo  ft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjecls 
the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  city 
of  London)  in  common  council  afiembled,  attached  to 
your  Majefty's  royal  houfe  by  principle,  to  your  per- 
fon  by  the  trueft  afFedion,  and  to  the  honour  and 
profperity  of  your  government,  by  every  intereft  that 
can  be  dear  to  the  heart  of  man ;  in  this  prefent  de- 
plorable flate  of  the  affairs  of  this  once  great  and  flou« 
rifhing  country,  with  mofl  profound  humility,  implore 
leave  to  lay  ourfelves  at  your  Majefly's  feet,  to  repre- 
fent  to  your  Majefly  the  lentiments  and  wifhes  of  a 
faithful  and  afflifled  people. 

When  this  civil  war  was  firft  threatened,  your  loyal 
city  of  London,  in  concurrence  with  the  fenfe  of  many 
other  refpeclable  bodies  of  your  kingdom,  and  many 
of  the  wifeft  and  beft  of  your  lubjeds  did  mofl  hum- 
bly deprecate  this  evil,  foreboding,  but  too  truly,  the 
charges,  calamities,  and  diigraces,  of  v/hich  it  has  hi- 
therto been  productive,  and  the  great  diflrefTes  to 
which  it  is  fliil  likely  to  fubjeft  this  kingdom  :  Your 
faithful  people,  on  that  occafion,  had  the  misfortune 
to  receive  from  your  Majefty,  an  aniwer,  more  fui  ta- 
ble to  the  imperfcft  manner  in  which  (they  fear) 
they  expreffed  fentimenrs  full  of  duty,  than  your  Ma- 
jefty's  own  moft  gracious  difpofition,  their  inviolable 
reverence  to  their  Ibvereign,  and  their  unfhaken  zeal 
for  his  glory.    They  retired  in  a  mournful  and  refpecft- 
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ful  filence,  patiently  waiting  the  difpofition  of  provi- 
dence, and  the  return  of  your  M.ijcfty's  fav^our  and 
countenance,  whenever  experience  fhoukl  fully  dil- 
clofe,  in  its  true  light,  the  well  founded  nature  of 
their  apprehenfion.s  and  the  fatal  tendency  of  thofe 
councils  by  which  the  nation  has  been  milled. 

For  mifled  and  deceived,  your  Majelry  and  many 
of  your  fubjecls  have  been.  No  pains  have  been 
omitted' to  hide  from  both  the  true  nature  of  the  bu- 
fmefs  in  which  we  were  en2;ao;ed  :  no  arts  have  been 
left  untried  to  (timulate  the  paflions  of  your  fubjecls  in 
this  kingdom;  and  we  are  confident  that  infinitely 
more  ll<ill  and  attention  have  been  ufed  to  engage  us 
in  this  war,  than  have  been  employed  to  condud  it  to 
honour  or  advantage,  if  honour  or  advantage  could  be 
obtained  by  any  conducfl  in  fuch  a  war. 

We  have  been  induilrioufly  taught  to  fufped:  the 
profeifions,  and  to  defpife  the  refinance  of  our  bre- 
thren, (Englifhmen  like  ourfelves)  whom  we  had  no 
fort  of  reafon  to  think  deficient  in  the  fmcerity  and 
courage  which  have  ever  diftinguifhed  that  name  and 
race.  Their  inclinations  have  been  mifreprefented, 
their  natural  faculties  depreciated,  their  refources 
mif-calculated,  their  feelings  infulted,  until  fury  and 
defpair  fupplied  whatever  might  be  defec'tive  in  force. 

We  have  {ten  a  whole  army,  the  flower  of  the  train- 
ed military  ftrength  of  Great  Britain  and  her  allies, 
fj-ninied  in  the  wildernefs  of  America,  lay  down  their 
arms,  and  owing  their  immediate  refcue  from  death 
to  thofe  very  men  whom  the  murders  and  rapines  of 
the  favages,  (unhappily  emiployed)  had  forced  from 
hufoandmen  into  foldiers,  and  who  had  been  painted 
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in  fuch  colours  of  contempt  as  to  take  away  all  confo- 
lation   from  our   calamity.     We  have  {Qen   another 
army  equally  brave,   and  equally  well   commanded, 
for  two  years  in  an  almoft  continued  courfe  of  viftory, 
by  which  they  have  only  wafted  their  own  numbers, 
without  decreafing  the  ftrength  of  the  refilling  pov/er, 
without  leading  to  any  fort  of  fubmiffion,  or  bringing 
to  your  majefty's  obedience,  even  the   fmalieft  and 
vveakeft  of  thirteen  revolted  colonies.     The  union  of 
thofe  provinces  amongft  themfelves  and  their  animo- 
fity  to  your  majefty's  adminiftration,  have  only  been 
encreafed,  by  the  iniudicious  meafures  taken,  to  break 
the  one  and  fubdue  the  other.     Fleets  and  armies  are 
maintained,  in  numbers   almoft  equal,  and  at  an  ex- 
pence  comparatively  far  fuperior,  to  what  ever  has 
been  employed  in  the  moft  glorious,  and  moft  fuccefs- 
ful  ftruggles  of  this  country,  againft  a  combination  of 
the  moft   formidable   monarchies  of  Europe.     A  few 
inconficerable  detached  iflands,  and  one  deferted  town 
on   the    continent,    where  your   majefty's    combined 
army  has  a  perilous  and  in fecu re  footing,  are  the  only 
fruits  of  an  expence  exceeding    twenty   millions,   of 
ninety-three  fhips  of  war,  and  fixty  thoufand  of  the 
beft  foldiers  which  could  be  procured  either  at  home 
or  abroad,  and  appointed  for  that   fpecial   fervice.— 
Your  majefty's   forces,  both    by   fea  and  land,  have, 
we  are  told,  dene  all  that  could  be  expelled  from  the 
moft  accompiifhed  difcipline,  and  the  moft  determined 
couragCi   and  yet  the  total  defeat  of  Ibme  of  thefe 
forces,  and  the  ineffecftuai  vidories  of  others,  have  al- 
moft   equally   confpired   to  the  deftruftion    of  your 
power,  and  the  difmemberment  of  vour  empire.    We 
Hiould  beunpardonably  negligent  of  our  duty  to  your 
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majefty,  to  ourfelves,  and  to  our  country,  if  we  did 
noc  thus  folemnly  exprefs  our  feelings  upon  this  dread- 
ful and  decifive  proof  of  the  madnefs  with  which  chis 
attempt  was  originally  made,  and  which  faithfully  fol- 
lowing it  through  every  (lep  of  its  progrefs,  and  every 
meafure  for  its  execution,  has  compleaced,  by  uni- 
form mifcondud:,  the  mifchiefs  which  were  commen- 
ced in  total  ignorance.  We  are  convinced  that  not 
the  delufions  of  artful  and  defigning  men,  (which, 
like  every  thing  falfe,  cannot  be  permanent)  but  the 
general  fenfe  of  the  whole  American  people,  is  fet  and 
determined  againft  the  plans  of  coerfion,  civil  and  mi- 
litary, which  have  been  hitherto  employed  againft 
them.  A  whole,  united,  and  irrirared  people,  cannot 
be  conquered,  if  the  force  now  employed  cannot  do 
it,  no  force  within  our  abilities  will  do  it. 

The  wealth  of  this  nation  is  great,  and  our  difpofi- 
tion  would  be  to  po.ur  it  out  with  the  moft  unreferved 
and  chearful  liberality,  for  the  fupport  of  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  your  croWn;  but  domeftic  peace  and 
domellic  ceconomy  are  the  only  m.eans  of  fupplyins; 
expence  for  war  abroad.  In  this  conteit  our  refjur- 
ces  are  exhaufled,  whilft  thofe  of  our  rivals  are  fpared, 
and  we  are,  every  year  of  the  continuance  of  this 
war,  altering  the  balance  of  our  public  ftrength  and 
riches  in  their  favour. 

We  think  ourfelves  bound,  mod  dread  fovereign, 
to  exprels  our  fears  and  apprehenfions  to  your  majef- 
ty, that,  at  a  time  when  your  majefty's  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne  has  hinted,  and  your  vaft 
naval  preparations  in  a  ftile  much  more  explicit,  an- 
nounced to  us  and  the  v;orld,  tlie  critical  ftate  in 
which  we  Hand  with  res-ard  to  the  o;reat  neiohbourinir 
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powers,  we  have  not;  the  comfort  to  learn,  from 
that  fpeech,  from  any  afiurance  of  your  raajefty's  fer- 
vants,  or  even  from  common  fame,  that  any  alliance 
whatever  has  been  n:iade  with  the  other  great  dates  of 
Europe,  in  order  to  cover  us  from  the  complicated 
perils  fo  manifeiily  imminent  over  the  nation.  We 
have  as  little  reafon  to  be  certain  that  alliances  of  the 
mod  dangerous  kind  are  not  formed  ag-ainft  us. 

In  this  date  of  anxious  doubt  and  dano;er,  we  have 
recourfc  to  the  clemency  and  w-ifdom  of  your  majef- 
ty,  the  tender  parent  and  valiant  guardian  of  your 
people,  that  you  will  gracioudy  take  fuch  meafurcs  as 
may  redore  internal  peace,  and  (as  far  as  the  miferable 
circumdances  into  which  the  late  dedrudive  courfes 
have  brought  us  will  permit)  re-unite  the  Britifii  na- 
tion, in  fome  happy,  honourable,  and  permanent  con- 
jun6lion,  led  the  colonies,  exaiperated  by  the  rigours 
and  continuance  of  war,  fhould  become  totally  alien- 
ated from  their  parent  country;  led  every  remaining 
ipark  of  their  affeftion  diould  be  extinguidied,  in  ha- 
bits of  mutual  daughter  and  rapine  3  and  led  in  fome 
evil  hour,  they  who  have  been  the  great  fupport  of 
the  Britidi  drength,  fhould  become  the  mod  formida- 
ble and  lading  accefiion  to  the  condant  enemies  of  the 
power  and  profperity  of  your  kingdoms. 

We  humbly  hope  and  trud,  that  your  majedy  will 
give  all  due  efficacy  to  the  concedions,  (we  widi  thefe 
conceffions  may  not  have  come  too  late)  which  have 
been  propofed.in  parliament;  and  we  have  that  un- 
doubted reliance  on  the  magnanimity  of  your  majedy's 
enlarged  and  kindly  afFeftion,  that  we  are  under  no 
,  apprehenfions  of  your  majedy  being  biaffed  by  pri- 
vate 
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vate  partiality  to  any  fet  of  men  in  the  cafe  wliere 
the  good,  where  the  very  being  of  your  people  is  at 
ftake;  and  with  an  humble  confidence  we  implore 
and  fupplicate  your  majefly,  that  nothing  may  Hand 
in  the  way  of  thole  arrangements,  in  your  councils 
and  executive  officers,  which  m.ay  beft  forward  the 
great,  neceffary,  and  blefied  work  of  peace,  and 
which  may  tend  to  refcue  your  affairs  from  unwife 
and  improvident  managemicnt,  and  which  may  obtain, 
improve,  and  fecure  the  returning  confidence  of  all 
your  people.  In  fuch  raealures  and  fuch  arrange- 
ments, and  for  fuch  ends  your  citizens  of  London  will 
never  fail  to  give  your  majefty  their  moft  affedionate 
and  fleady  fupport. 

His  majefty's  opinion  of  this  war  appears  to  have 
been  very  different  from  that  ot  the  citizens  of  Lon- 
don, as  is  evident  from  his  anfwer  to  this  Addrefs 
and  Petition,  which  he  returned  in  the  following- 
words  : 

I  can  never  think. that  the  zeal  of  my  fubjecls,  the 
refources  of  my  kingdom,  and  the  bravery  of  my 
fleets  and  armies,  can  have  been  unwifelv  and  impro- 
vidently  employed,  when  the  obje<5t  was  to  maintain 
the  conftitutional  fubordination  which  ought  to  pre- 
vail through  the  ieveral  parts  of  my  dominions,  and  is 
efTcntial  to  the  profpcrity  oi  the  whole:  but  I  have 
always  lamented  thie  calamities  infeparable  from  a 
ftate  of  war;  and  fnall  moil  earneftly  give  all  the  effi- 
cacy in  my  power,  to  thofe  meafures  which  the  le- 
giOature  has  adopted  for  the  purpofe  of  refloring,  by 
lome  happy,  honourable,  and  permanent  conciliation, 
the  bleffir.gs  of  peace,  commerce,  affe^Tcion,  and  con- 
fidence, between  the  mother  country  and  the  colo- 
nies. This 
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This  anfwer,  though  one  of  the  moft  foft  and 
plaufible  that  had  been  given  for  fome  time,  expref- 
fed  fentirnents  of  a  very  different  fignification  from 
thofe  in  the  petition.  The  idea  of  conilitutional  fub- 
ordination,  in, the  royal  dialeft,  has  a  different  mean- 
ino-  from  what  the  citizens  of  London  underftood  by 
fubordination.  The  fubdumg  the  colonifts  to  the 
will  of  parliament,  which  was  the  fame  with  the  will 
of  the  minifter,  was  the  royal  idea  of  conftitutional 
fubordination  ;  but  the  citizens  fuppofed  that  there 
were  fome  things  which  had  received  the  authority 
of  the  legiflature,  that  were  direftly  contrary  to  the 
conftitution,  and  that  fome  modern  ftatutes  were  di- 
reftly  fubverfive  of  the  ancient  laws  of  the  land,  and 
contrary  to  the  great  charter  of  the  nation.  They 
imagined,  as  v/as  natural  for  fober  men  to  do,  that 
juftice  which  is  a  thing  felf-evident,  could  never 
clafliwith  the  conftitution,  but  in  fuch  parts  as  the^ 
conftitution  was  either  imperfeft  or  erroneous,  and 
that  in  the  prefent  cafe  the  juftice  of  the  conftitution 
and  the  modern  afts  of  the  legiflature,  were  greatly 
at  variance.  The  colonifts  were  perfecuted  with  a 
cruel  war  for  claiming,  as  their  right,  what  they  were 
entitled  to  by  the  conftitution,  and  v/hat  Engliftimen 
at  home  both  claimed  and  enjoyed  :  This  they  thought 
both  unjuft  and  impolitic  ;  and,  provided  the  plain 
principlesof  juftice  were  obferved,  nothing  could  ap- 
pear more  unrighteous  than  the  American  war.  But 
it  is  chiefly  owing  to  a  fyftem  of  morals  which  now 
fcems  to  be  publicly  profeflfed  thatjuftice  and  civil  po- 
licy are  fet  at  variance;  for  fome  political  writers 
have  of  late  maintained  it  as  a  firft  truth,  that  the 
punilhmenc  of  flns  mentioned  in  the  decalogue  do  not 
extend  to  politics, — which  is  the  fame  thing  as  to  lay 
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that  under  the  colour  of  politics,  men  may  do  what 
they  pleafe  without  being  accountable  for  their  ac- 
tions. Upon  this  principle  our  minillry  will  fairly 
clear  themfelves  of  the  guilt  of  injuftice  and  blood- 
fhedding  in  this  cruel  and  wicked  war.  But  upon 
this  principle  it  rnufl  be  alfo  maintained  that  there  is 
as  little  crime  on  one  fide  as  on  the  other,  and  that 
the  colonifts,  upon  the  fame  principles  of  policy,  are 
guiltlefs  in  the  whole  of  their  refiftancci  fo  that  the 
prefent  and  all  other  wars,  are  innocent,  harmlefsj 
and  political  plays,  for  which  no  man  fhall  be  account- 
able hereafter.  This  is  a  do£lrine,  fo  deftruflive  of 
all  morality,  that  it  is  no  wonder  that  its  friends  pro- 
ceed from  evil  to  worfe.  And  truly  this  principle  is 
the  fole  bafis  of  this  dreadful  and  pernicious  war. 
Thofe  who  think  in  the  old-fafliioned  manner,  and 
confider  that  all  policy  ought  to  be  eftablifhed  in  ho- 
nefty,  will  not  foon  become  profelytes  to  fuch  dan- 
gerous do(flrine.  The  amount  of  principles  of  this 
fort  is,  that  there  is  no  danger  in  the  world  to  come, 
arifing  from  any  thing  that  politicians  do  in  this,  or 
rather  that  there  is  no  after  reckoning  to  be  dreaded, 
if  this  is  the  cafe,  there  is  as  little  good  to  be  hoped 
for,  and  therefore  thofe  who  Ihall  think  proper,  for 
their  own  humour  or  any  other  reafon,  may,  with  all 
fafety,  for  any  thing  that  will  happen  hereafter,  pro- 
vided they  can  fecure  themfelves  from  punifhmjent  in 
this  life,  or  are  willing  to  fuffer  it,  carry  off  fuch  po- 
liticians in  the  moft  decent  manner  they  can.  In  this 
cafe  his  m.ajefty's  crown  is  in  a  tottering  fituation,  and 
his  fafety  very  pernicious.  Thofe  pretended  friends  of 
the  conftitution  are  not  even  to  be  tru fired  in  matters 
of  the  fmalleft  confideration;  for  it  is  impofTible  they 
can  be  faithful  beyond  the  idea  of  their  prefent  pri- 
Vol,  11.  Z  z  z  vate 


54^6  HISTORY       OF  A.  D.  177S, 

vate  intereft.  It  is  iinpoflible  for  any  good  man,  but 
to  pity  his  majefty,  when  he  is  fer.ved  by  fuch  unprin- 
cipled perfons,  who,  under  pretence  of  being  friends, 
teach  his  fubjefts  that  there  neither  is  nor  can  be  duty 
belonging  either  to  God  or  their  lawful  fovereign,  be- 
yond the  limits  of  their  own  private  intereft. 

When  fuch  doflrines  are  publicly  fent  through  the 
country  in  government  newfpapers,  it  ought  to  alarm 
every  lover  of  his  country  and  kingj  and  the  friends 
of  the  glorious  revolution,  ought  to  watch,  with  eare, 
every  motion  of  men  who  give  up  the  firft  principles 
of  all  laws  and  government,  to  theluft  of  the  ambi- 
tious or  the  will  of  the  proud.  Thefe  tools  of  wick- 
ednefs  and  defpotifm,  think  no  fhame  to  fcandalize 
the  beft  friends  of  the  Britifli  government,  and  the 
conftitution,  and  to  affirm  that  there  is  no  more  in 
their  profeffions  of  patriotifm,  than  to  worm  them- 
felves  into  places  of  preferment  and  emolument  ^  but 
in  this  they  only  judge  from  their  own  principles  and 
feelings,  which  difpofe  them  to  think  that  all  men  are 
like  themfelves,  and  not  from  any  certain  lineaments 
of  charafter  in  thofe  they  fcandalize.  From  men  of 
fuch  abandoned  principles,  has  this  ungenerous,  un- 
gracious, and  baneful  war  proceeded,  and  is  by  them 
ftiil  carried  on,  which  has  abridged  his  majefty's  do- 
minions, retrenched  his  revenues,  and  is  likely  to  en- 
danger the  honour  of  his  family,  and  that  glory  with 
which  the  Brunfwick  line  mii^jht  have  reigned  over 
one  of  the  largcft  empires  of  the  world,  in  peace  and 
fafety,  for  ages  to  come. 

The, Americans  had  now  for  fome  time  paft  been 
meditating  to  a6l  upon  tiie  defenfive  as  well  as  upon 
the  defenfive:  the  notion  of  the  Britifn  forces  being 
invincible,  was  no  longer  a  predominant  idea,  and  the 
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provincials  were  now  coriVinced  that  they  could  at- 
tack them  in   their  turn,  with   great  probability  of 
fuccefs.     Accordingly  they   attacked  and    took  Fort 
Independence   which    was    in   the    pofTeiTion    of   onr 
army,  with  very  inconfiderable  lofs.     A  full  account 
of  this  tranfaftion   has  nev^er  fully  tranfpired  to  Bri- 
tain,  and  we  arc  as  yet  uncertain  of  the  particulars. 
Many  of  the  accounts  received  about  the  end  of  this 
year,  are  very  uncertain.     The  greateft  part  of  them 
'are  taken  from  Rivington's  Gazette,  which  is  a  paper 
of  no  credit,   and  which    cannot  be  depended  upon. 
The  flcirmifii  near  White   Marfli,    in  December   this 
year,    was  a  pretty   fmart  one,  and   the   lofs  on   both 
fides  is  variouily  reported.     Our  accounts  fay  that 
the  Americans   loft  two  hundred  men,   and  their  ac- 
counts  do    not  make   ours  any    lefs;    by   comparing 
both  accounts  there   appears  to  have   been  little  ad- 
vantage gained  on  either  fide,  but  much  blood  fpilt 
to  little  purpofe.     As  our  army  could  not  bring  the 
provincials   to  any  general    engagement,  nor  was  it 
judged  prudent  to  proceed  beyond  the  reach  of  their 
Hiips  and  armed  veffels,  they  carried  on  a  fort  of  pre- 
datory excurfions  in  certain  parts,  where  they  could, 
by  furprize,   atti'ck   any  village  where  they  fufpeded 
there  were  any  ftores  or  provinons  fit  for  carrying  on 
the  war.     This,  by  means   of  the  Ihipping,   v/as  not 
difficult  to   effect.     In    thefe   plundering   excurfions 
they  often  behaved  with  fuch  rigour  as  was  inc-nfift- 
ent  with  that  modern  profefuon  of  humanity  of  car- 
rying on   war  among   civilized   nations.     The  dwel- 
lings of  inoffenfive  peafants,   the  houfes  of  women 
and  children,   with   churches  and   places  devoted   to 
the  worfhip  of  the  Moft'High,  fell  viftims  to  the  fury 
of  thefe  plundering  expeditions.     An  expedition  to 
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the  town  of  Warren,  which  was  undertaken  in  the 
month  of  May,  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell,  may 
ferve  as  a  fpecimen  of  what  was  to  be  expecled  in 
this  late  feafon  of  the  year,  when  winter  was  coming 
on,  and  dwellings  were  now  fo  neceffary  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  that  and  all  other  cold  countries.  This 
expedition  which  was  omitted  on  account  of  giving 
place  to  the  fucceilive  progrefs  of  the  main  army, 
ihall  be  now  given  in  the  words  of  General  Pigot,  in 
his  letter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton^  where  the  account  is 
particularly  accurate  in  moft  particulars,  except  m  the 
lofs  which  our  troops  fuftained  in  the  expedition. 

*^  IN  a  former  letter  I  had  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you  with  the  arrival  of  General  Sullivan  at  Provi- 
dence, to  take  the  command  of  the  troops  of  this 
State.  You  was  likewife  informed,  that  it  was  the 
prevailing  opinion  he  was  fent  there  on  purpofe  to 
make  an  attack  upon  this  ifland,  whenever  a  conve- 
nient opportunity  offered.  Every  day  fince  has  af- 
forded new  and  fufficient  caufe  to  confirm  this  fufpi- 
cion  i  and  having  procured  intelligence  that  a  number 
of  large  boats  and  gallies  were  afhore  on  the  Weft 
fide  of  the  river,  and  below  Hickamuft  bridge,  all  un~ 
tier  repair,  with  a  number  of  cannon  and  ftcres.  Com- 
modore Griffith  and  myfelf  were  of  opinion  that  no 
time  fhould  be  lofl;  to  rake  advantage  of  this  unguard- 
lituation  of  the  rebels,  having  certain  information 
that  there  was  only  a  guard  of  ten  men  upon  the 
|)oats,  and  not  more  than  250  men  on  the  whole  pe~ 
ninfula  from  Warren  to  Brillol  Ferry,  and  that  it  wa§ 
notpolTible  any  confiderable  force  could  be  aflembled 
and  come  to  their  afTiftance  before  the  boats  were 
deitroyed,  the  whole  bufmefs  finilhed,  and  the  troops 
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fafely  re-embarked.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cainpbell, 
of  the  22d  regiment,  being  ordered  for  this  command, 
with  eight  battalion  companies  of  the  i2d  regiment, 
the  flank  companies  of  the  44th  regiment,  and  Capt. 
Noltenins's  company  of  HelTian  chafTturs,  the  whole 
making  about  500  men,  marched  the  evening  of  the 
24th  inft.  from  Newport  to  Arnold's  Point,  wlierc 
they  embarked  about  12  o'clock  on  board  the  flat- 
bottom  boats,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Clayton 
and  Lieutenant  Knowles  of  the  navy  j  and  it  is  with 
pleafure  I  fend  you  the  .ollovving  agreeable  report  of 
Col.  Campbell's  fuccefs  and  proceedings  while  on  this 
expedition.  He  has  acquainted  me  that  the  boats 
proceeded  up  the  harbour  towards  Warren  River. 
His  Majelty's  fhip  Flora  moving  up  the  Papafqualh 
point  to  cover  the  operation  of  the  troops,  and  the 
other  fliips  changing  their  flacion,  lb  as  to  give  every 
affiiiance  in  their  power.  Soon  after  day- break  the 
troops  landed  undifcovered  a  mile  above  Briftol,  and 
three  miles  below  Warren  j  and  Col.  Campbell  de- 
tached Capt.  Seix,  of  the  32d  regiment,  with  30  men, 
to  Papafquafli  Point,  to  take  and  dellroy  the  rebel  bat- 
tery of  one  18  pounder,  which  was  eafily  eifefted, 
and  a  captain  of  artillery  and  feven  privates  made  pri- 
foners.  The  main  body  moved  on  towards  the  town 
of  Warren,  and,  after  taking  the  precaution  cfefta- 
bliihing  polls  to  fecure  the  pafles,  proceeded  to  Hick- 
amucfl  River,  where  they  found  the  boats  without  a 
guard,  or  any  one  to  moleft  them.  They  were  imme- 
diately colie6ted  in  feveral  heaps,  and  the  v/hole  let 
fire  to,  amounting  to  125  boats,  many  of  them  fifty 
feet  in  length.  A  galley  of  fix  twelve  pounders,  two 
floops,  one  of  them  loaded  with  ftores,  with  a  quanti- 
ty of  materials  for  building  and  repairing,  were  like- 
wife 
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wife  burnt,  as  was  a  mill  and  bridge  acrofs  the  ri- 
ver. The  guns  of  the  galley,  together  with  three 
eighteen  pounders,  mounted  on  travelling  carriages, 
were  fpiked,  the  trunnions  knocked  off,  and  the  car- 
riages burnt.  This  fervice  being  efi^eflually  perform- 
ed^ the  troops  returned  to  Warren.  The  party  of 
chafleurs  left  there  had  deftroyed  a  park  of  artillery, 
confiding  of  two '24  pounders,  two  18  pounders,  and 
two  9  pounders,  mounted  on  travelling  carriages, 
with  fide  boxes,  ammunition,  and  fide  arms  complete, 
by  fpiking  up  the  guns,  burning  the  carriage?,  lim- 
bers, &c.  In  the  town  of  Warren  they  difcovered  a 
houfe  full  of  ammunition,  combuftiblcs,  and  other 
warlike  ftores,  and  fome  cafks  of  rum,  rice  and  fugar, 
which  was  blown  up  and  the  whole  deftroyed.  A 
new  privateer  iloop,  mounting  16  four-pounders,  and 
fit  for  fea,  was  burnt  in  Warren  River.  The  town- 
houfe,  church,  and  leveral  houfes,  were  likewife 
burnt  to  the  ground.  The  objects  of  this  enterprize 
being  thus  far  effedled,  the  troops  returned  by  the 
way  of  Briftol.  On  the  march,  near  Warren,  two 
field  pieces  were  fpiked  up,  and  a  light  three  pound- 
er, abandoned  by  the  rebels,  was  rendered  ufelefs  by 
being  fpiked,  and  the  carriages  broken  to  pieces.  Two 
three- pounders  in  a  redoubt  on  the  road  were  deftroy- 
ed  in  the  fame  manner.  In  marching  through  the 
town  of  Briftol,  one  18  pounder  was  fpiked,  and  a 
military  ftore  was  blown  up,  and  the  church  and 
town  houfe  burnt.  By  this  time  a  party  of  the  re- 
bels had  affembled,  and  kept  up  a  conilant  fire  upon  the 
rear,  from  two  field  pieces  and  a  number  of  fmall 
arms,  till  the  troops  gained  the  height  above  Briftol 
Ferry,  where  they  fpiked  up  two  18  pounders  in  the 
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rebel  battery,  and  then  made  the  fignal  for  the  flat- 
bottomed  boats  to  advance  from  Papafquafii  river.—' 
Upon  their  arrival,  the  whole  detachment  embarked 
with  regularity  and  good  order,  under  cover  of  our 
fort  on  the  oppofite  Ihore,  and  the  Flora  man  of  war 
and  two  gallies,  (the  Pigot  and  Spitfire)  the  latter 
havino-  been  taken  from  the  rebels  the  fame  morning 
by  Lieut.  Kempthorn  of  the  Nonfuch.  The  rebels 
ventured  to  afcend  the  hill  with  one  Held  piece,  but 
not  before  the  troops  were  all  embarked,  and  the 
boats  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  fhore.  This  eiTen- 
tial  fervice  was  performed  with  very  inconfiderable 
lofs;  Lieutenant  Hamilton  of  the  aid.  regiment,  four 
Helfian  foldlers,  and  eight  Eritifli  were  Vv^ounded,  and 
two  drummers  milling.  It  is  im.pofTible  to  afcertain 
the  lofs  the  enemy  fultained,  but  I  believe  it  to  be  of 
no  great  moment,  for  though  they  kept  up  a  heavy  fire 
upon  our  rear  at  timiCs,  it  was  always  at  a  great  dif- 
tance, under  cover  of  their  field  pieces,  and  from  be- 
hind walls,  which  rendered  the  fire  of  our  men  very 
uncertain.  The  following  is  the  number  of  prifoners 
taken:  one  colonel,'three  field  ofiicers,  two  captains, 
two  lieutenants^  and  fifty-eight  perfons,  mofc  of  them 
foldicrs,  or  belonging  to  tiie  militia. 

"  Thefe  fucceifcs  of  the  navy  and  army,  in  their 
feveral  operations,  I  hope,  will  convince  the  rebels 
that  it  is  in  the  power  of  this  garrifon  to  annoy,  lay 
walie,  and  diftrels  their  perfons  and  property,  when- 
ever they  are  inclined  to  do  fo." 

In  this  account  there  is  no  reafon  alTigned  for  burn- 
ing the  church  and  the  town  houfe,  and  it  would  ap- 
pear that  it  was  done  through  mere  wantonnefs,  or 
fome  particular  pleafure  that  our  oi?iCers  and  foldiers 
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had  in  deftroying  places  of  religious  worfhipjfor  in 
all  the  wars  that  are  recorded  for  thefe  hundred 
years  pad,  we  do  not  find  as  many  places  of  worlliip 
deftroyed  by  armies  with  defign,  without  any  fufficient 
realon,  as  have  been  dellroyed  in  this  American  war. 

In  another  letter  from  General  Pigot  there  is  an 
account  of  his  burning  fome  faw-mills,  with  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  minutely  particularized,  which  will  give 
fome  infight  of  the  method  of  carrying  on  this  war. 
It  is  dated  from  Newport,  May  31,  and  is  as  follows: 

*'  A  FEW  days  ago  I  had  the  pleafure  of  acquaint- 
ing you  with  Lieutenant-colonel  Campbell's  fuccefs 
in  deftroying  the  rebels  fliipping,  boats,  cannon,  ma- 
gazines, &c.  and  having  information  that  there  was  a 
large  quantity  of  boards  and  planks  at  Fall  River,  and 
the  only  faw-mills  that  are  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
the  commodore  and  I  were  of  opinion  it  would  be 
doing  great  fervice  if  the  whole  could  be  deftroyed. 
To  efFed  which  iod  men  of  the  54th  regiment,  com- 
manded by  Major  Eyre,  embarked  laft  night  in  flat- 
bottomed  boats  at  Arnold's  Point,  having  the  Pigot 
galley  and  fome  armed  boats  for  their  protedlion  and 
convoy;  unfortunately  the  galley  got  aground  in  pafT- 
ing  Briftol  Ferry,  but  the  boats  proceeded,  and  arrived 
a  little  after  day-break  at  the  propofed  place  for  land- 
ing. They  were  difcovered  fome  time  before  they 
reached  the  fliore,  and  the  alarm  fignal  was  given 
by  the  difcharge  of  cannon  and  fmall  arms.  When 
the  troops  attempted  to  land,  they  were  fired  upon  by 
aftrongguard;  however  the  gun-boat  foon  difperfed 
them,  and  they  landed    and  pufhed  forwards   to  two 
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mills,  the  one  for  fawing  and  the  other  for  grain,  which 
were  let  fire  to  and  entirely  confiimed,  together  with 
a  very  confiderable  quantity  of  boards  and  planks  for 
building  boats  or  privateers.  The  major  finding  a 
greater  number  of  men  in  arms  than  he  expefled,  and 
being  apprehenfive  the  oppofition  would  increafcj 
thought  it  more  prudent  to  retire  than  advance  farther 
to  the  other  mill,  as  the  chief  objeft  of  the  expedi- 
tion was  anfwered,  by  defiroying  the  principal  faw- 
mill,  and  all  the  boards  and  planks.  In  returning 
to  the  boats  they  fet  fire  to  the  rebel  guard- room,  a 
provifion  ftore,  and  nine  cedar-boatsj  many  facks  of 
corn  were  deftroyed  in  the  mills.  His  lofs  was  two 
jnen  killed,  and  Lieut.  Goldfmith  and  two  m.en  w^ound- 
ed.  The  rebels  lofs  is  thought  to  be  more  confider- 
able. When  the  tide  made,  the  galley  got  afloat; 
but  in  towing  her  ofi-",  Lieutenant  Congleton,  of  the 
Flora  man  of  war,  was  much  wounded,  and  two  men 
unfortunately  killed.  I  have  great  pleafure  in  ac- 
quainting you,  that  on  this  expedition  the  navy  and 
army  behaved  with  their  ufual  fpirit  and  firmnefs." 

As  we  have  already  given  a  fhort  account  of  Genb 
Sullivan's  retreat  from  Rhode  Ifland,  it  may  be  ne- 
ceflary,  for  the  fake  of  comparing  accounrsj  to  give 
the  reader  a  view  of  the  antecedent  circumftances 
thereof,  in  the  language  of  our  own  generals.  Gene- 
ral Pigot,  in  his  letter  .to  General  Clintoni  gives  the 
following  detail  of  circumftances  : 

"  THOUGH  by  feveral  letters  fince  the  a9th  of 
July  laft,  more  efpecially  by  that  I  had  the  honour  of 
writing  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Stuart,  and  the  accu- 
racy of  his  intelligenccj  your  excellency  will  have 
been  informed  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  here  to  the  aSth 
Vol.  IL  4  A  inltant  j 
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inftant  -,  yet,  as  many  of  thofe  letters,  from  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  communication,  may  not  have  reached 
you,  a  fummary  of  the  tranfaftions  fince  the  29th  of 
July,  when  the  French  fleet  arrived,  to  the  laft  period 
will  not  be  unnecelTary,  and  may  help  to  explain  fub- 
fequent  events. 

"  From  the  firJl:  appearance  of  the  fleet  to  the  8th 
inft.  our  utmofl:  exertions  were  directed  to  removing^ 
to  places  of  lecurity  the  provifions,  ammunition,  mi- 
litary and  naval  ftores,  which  were  either  on  board  lliip 
or  on  the  wharf,  preparing  a  fortified  camp,  and  dif- 
pofing  every  thing  for  refilling  the  combined  attacks 
of  the  French  and  the  rebels  upon  us;  I  immediately 
withdrew  from  Conanicut,  Brown's  provincial  corps, 
and  two  regiments  of  Anfpach,  which  had  been  fta- 
tioned  there.  The  next  morning  the  guns  on  the 
Beaver  Tail,  and  Dumplin  batteries,  the  former  of 
which  was  direfted  with  fome  effed  againft  two  line 
of  battle  Ihips  that,  entered  the  Narraganfet  paflfage, 
were  rendered  unferviceabie,  as  the  fleet  entering  the 
harbour,  would  cut  off^  all  communication  with  that 
ifland  J  of  which  the  French  Admiral  foon  took  a  tem- 
poraiy  poflTefilon,  and  landed  the  marines  of  his  fqua^ 
dron.  During  this  period,  froQi  the  movements  of 
the  French  fhips  in  the  Seconet,  on  the  30th,  the 
King's  Fifher  and  tv/o  gallies  were  obliged  to  be  fet 
on  fire;  and  afterv/ards  on  the  5th  inftant,  the  four 
advanced  frigates,  from  the  approach  of  two  of  the 
enemy's  line  of  battle  fhips  from  the  Narraganfet,. 
were  likewife  deftroyed,  after  faving  fome  of  their 
{lores,  and  fecuring  the  landing  of  the  feamen. 

"  When  it  was  evident  the  French  fleet  were  com..- 
ing  into  the  harbour,  it  became  neceflary  to  colleft  our 

forces. 
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forces,  and  withdraw  the  troops  from  the  north  parts 
of  the  ifland,  which  was  accordingly  done  that  even- 
ing. I  likewife  ordered  all  the  cattle  on  the  ifland 
to  be  driven  v/ithin  our  lines,  leaving  only  one  cow 
with  each  family,  and  every  carriage  and  entrenching 
tool  to  befecured,  as  the  only  meaiures  that  could  be 
deviled  to  dillrefs  the  rebels,  and  impede  their  pro- 
grefs. 

*^  On  the  8th  inftant  at  noon,  the  French  fleet 
(which  from  its  appearance,  had  continued  with  lit- 
tle variation,  at  anchor  about  three  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour)  got  under  way,  and  ftanding 
in  under  alight  fail,  kept  up  a  warm  fire  on  Brenton's 
Point,  Goat  Ifland,  and  the  north  batteries,  which 
were  manned  by  the  feamen  of  the  defl:royed  frigates, 
and  commanded  by  Capt.  Chriftian,  and  Lieutenants 
Forrefl:  and  Otway  of  the  navy,  who  returned  the 
fire  with  great  fpirit  and  in  good  diredlion.  The  lafc 
of  thefe  works  had  been  previoufly  fl:rengthened,  and 
fome  tranfports  funk  in  its  front,  as  an  effe(5lual  mea- 
fure  to  block  up  the  pafl^age  between  it  and  Rofe- 
ifland. 

*'  The  next  morning  we  had  the  pleaG.ire  to  fee 
the  Englifli  fleet,  and  immediately  fent  on  board  to 
communicate  to  Lord  Howe  our  flttiation  and  that  ot 
the  enemy.  By  nine  o'clock  the  following  day  the 
French  fleet  re-paflTed  our  batteries,  and  failed  out  of 
the  harbour,  firing  on  them  as  before,  and  having  it 
returned  with  equal  fpirit  on  our  fide.  By  this  can- 
nonade from  the  fliips  on  both  days,  very  fortunately 
not  one  man  was  hurt,  or  any  injury,  done,  except  to 
fome  houfes  in  town. 

4  A  2  «'  I  fliall 
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"  I  fhall  now  proceed  to  inform  your  excellency 
of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  from  the  9th  inftant 
when  they  landed  at  Howlan  i's  Ferry. 

"  The  badnefs  of  the  weather  for  fome  days  muO: 
have  prevented  their  tranfporting  of  (lores,  or  being 
in  readinefs  to  approach  us,  as  diey  did  not  make  tlieir 
appearance  near  vs  till  the  14th  when  a  large  body 
took  poffefTion  of  Honeyman's-hill. 

*"•■  To  repel  any  attempts  from  that  quarter,  a  breafl:- 
work  was  diredled  to  be  made  along  the  heights  from 
Green  End  to  Irifh's  Redoubt,  which  was  ftrengthen- 
ed  by  an  abbatis. 

*^  On  the  17th  the  enemy  was  difcovered  breaking- 
ground  on  Honeyman's-hill,  on  the  fummit  of  which, 
and  on  the  right  of  the  Green  End  Road,  they  were 
conftru6ling  a  battery.  The  next  day  another  was 
commenced  by  them  for  five  guns  to  their  left,  and 
in  a  direft  line  with  the  former,  which  was  prepared 
for  four.  On  this  day  a  line  of  approach  was  likewife 
begun  by  them  from  the  battery  on  the  right  to 
Green  End  Road,  which  works  we  endeavoured  to 
obftruft  by  keeping  a  continual  fire  on  them.  The 
19th  the  enemy  opened  their  left  battery,  which 
obliged  our  encampment  to  be  removed  farther  in 
the  rear.  This  day  we  began  another  line  for  the 
greater  fecurity  of  our  left,  from  Irifli's  Redoubt  to 
Fomini-hill;  and  I  direded  a  battery  of  one  24  and 
two  18  pounders  to  be  raifed  on  our  right  bread- work, 
to  counteraft  thofe  of  the  enemy  which  was  opened 
the  following  day,  when  they  were  obferved  bufied 
in  forming  a  fecond  approach  from  the  firftj  to  a  near- 
er diftance  on  the  road. 

At 
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"  At  noon  the  French  fleet  again  came  in  view, 
much  difabled  and  anchored  off  the  port,  where  it 
continued  till  the  iidy  when  it  finally  dilappeared. 

**  This  day  the  rebels  were  conftrucling  two  other- 
batteries,  much  lower  down  the  hill  than  the  former, 
one  on  the  right  for  five,  the  other  on  the  left  of 
Green -Flill- Road  for  fcven  guns,  both  which  were 
opened  the  next  day,  when  I  found  k  neceffary  to 
attempt  filencing  them,  and  therefore  ordered  a  bat- 
tery for  feven  heavy  guns  on  commanding  ground,- 
near  Green- End,  which  from  the  obftriiftions  given 
by  the  enemy's  fire,  could  not  be  completed  till  the 
25th,  when  the  rebels  thought  proper  to  clofe  the 
embrafures  of  their  lower  batteries,  and  make  ufe  of 
them  for  mortars.  During  this  time  they  had  been 
conflrufting  on  the  Height  of  the  Eaft-Road,  ano- 
ther for  one  of  13  inches,  and  this  day  began  a  third 
approach  in  front,  and  to  the  right  of  the  lower  bat- 
teries, 

"  The  26th  obferving  the  enemy  to  difcontinue 
their  works,  and  learning  from  deferters  they  were 
removing  the  officers  baggage  and  heavy  artillery,  I 
detached  Lieut.  Colonel  Bruce,  with  100  men  of  the 
54th  regiment,  in  the  night,  over  Eaton's  Beach  in 
queft  of  intelligence,  who  with  great  addrefs  fur- 
prized  and  brought  off  a  picquet  of  two  officers  and 
45  men,  without  any  lofs.  Some  of  Col.  Fanning's 
corps,  at  different  times  exerted  themfelves  in  taking 
off  the  people  from  the  enemy's  advanced  polls  ;  but 
little  intelligence  to  be  depended  upon  was  ever  ob- 
tained from  them  ;  nor  were  other  attempts  to  procure 
it,  more  efficacious,  as  from  all  that  could  be  learned, 
it  was  doubtful  whether  their  intentions  were  to  attack 
our  lines  or  retreat. 
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"  On  the  27th  the  Sphynx  and  two  other  fhips  of 
war  arrived  j  and  I  had  the  honour  of  being  informed 
by  Colonel  Scuart  of  your  excellency's  intention  to 
reinforce  this  pofl. 

"  On  the  following  day  the  Vigilant  galley  took 
a  (lacion  to  cover  the  left  flank  of  our  army;  and  at 
ten  o'clock  that  night  the  rebels  made  an  attempt  to 
furprize  a  fubaltern's  picquetfrom  the  Anfpach  corps, 
but  were  repulfed,  after  killing  one  man  and  wound- 
ing two  others. 

"  The  ■29ch  at  break  of  day,  it  was  perceived  that 
the  enemy  had  retreated  during  the  night,  upon 
which  Major-General  Prefcot  was  ordered  to  decach 
a  regiment  from  the  fecond  line  under  his  command, 
over  Eafton's  Beach,  towards  the  left  flank  of  the 
enemy's  encampment,  and  a  part  of  Brown's  corps 
was  directed  to  take  poflTefllon  of  their  works.  At 
the  fame  time  Brigadier- General  Smith  was  detached 
with  the  aad  and  43d  regiments,  and  the  flank,  com- 
panies of  the  38th  and  54th,  by  the  Eaft-road,  Ma- 
jor General  Lofsberg  marching  by  the  Weil-road, 
with  the  Heflian  chalTeurs  and  the  Anfpach  regiments 
of  Voit  and  Seaboth,  in  order,  if  poflible,  to  annoy 
them  in  their  retreat;  and  upon  receiving  a  re'port 
from  General  Smith,  that  the  rebels  made  a  Hand, 
and  were  in  force  upon  Quaker's  Hill,  I  ordered  the 
54th  and  HefTian  regiment  of  Huyn,  with  part  of 
Brown's  corps,  to  fuftainhim;  but  beforeNthey  could 
arrive,  the  perfeverance  of  General  Smith,  and  the 
fpirittd  behaviour  of  the  troops,  had  gained  poflTef- 
fion  of  the  fl:rong  poft  on  Quaker's  Hill,  and  obliged 
the  enemy  to  retire  to  their  works  at  the  North  end 
of   the  ifland.     On   hearing  a   fmart  fire  from   the 

chaflTeurs 
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chaiTeurs  engaged  on  the  Weft  road,  I  difpatched 
Col.  Fanning's  corps  of  provincials  to  join  Gen.  Lofs- 
berg,  who  obliged  the  rebels  to  quit  two  redoubts 
made  to  cover  their  retreat,  drove  them  before  him, 
and  took  pofTeffion  of  Turkey-Hill.  Towards  even- 
ing, an  attempt  being  m.ade  by  the  rebels  to  furround 
and  cut  off  the  chafTeurs,  who  were  advanced  on  the 
left,  the  regiments  of  Fanning  and  Huyn  were  order- 
ed up  to  their  fupport,  and,  after  a  fmart  engagement 
with  the  enemy,  obliged  them  to  retreat  to  their  main 
body  on  Windmill  Hill. 

"  After  thefe  aflions  the  enemy  took  poft  in  great 
numbers  on  Windmiil-Hillj  and  employed  themielves 
in  ftrengthening  that  advantageous  fituation. 

"This  night  the  troops,  lay  on  their  arms  on  the 
ground  they  had  gained,  and  direftions  were  given 
for  bringing  up  the  camp  equipage.  Artillery  was 
like  wife  fcnt  for,  and  preparations  made  to  remove 
the  rebels  from  the  redoubts;  but  by  means  of  the 
great  number  of  boats,  they  retreated  in  the  night  of 
the  30th  over  Briftol  and  Howland's  Ferry;  thus  re- 
iinquifhing  every  hold  on  the  ifland,  and  refigning  to 
us  its  entire  poiTcffion." 

The  expedition  of  General  Grey  againfl:  Martha's 
Vineyard,  to  wage  war  with  fheep  and  oxen,  fhews 
that  our  generals  were  at  a  great  lofs  how  to  proceed, 
and  that  they  could  now  carry  on  no  enterprize 
which  had  the  leaft  profpe<5t  of  being  decifive,  or  was 
worthy  of  the  expence  that  was  now  beftowed  in 
carrying  it  on.  Notwithftanding  the  bravery  of  Gen. 
Grey,  and  the  condudt  v;ith  which  he  managed  his 
expeditioi:i,  yet  it  isplain  from  his  ov/n  account,  that 
it  was  onlv  a  temporary  excurfionj  which  could  not 

be 
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be  fiipported  much   longer  than  the  moment  of  the 
execution,     The  General's  account  of  his    expedition 
•is  dated  on  board   the   Carysfort.     Whiteftone,  Sept. 
183  1778,  and  is  as  follows: 

IN  the  evening  of  the  4th  inftant,  the  fleet,  with 
the  detachment  under  my  command,  failed  from  New 
London,  and  ftood  to  the  eaftward  with  a  favourable 
wind.  We  were  only  retarded  in  the  run  from 
thence  to  Buzzard's  Bay,  by  the  altering  our  courfc 
for  fome  hours  in  the  night,  in  confequence  of  thedif- 
covery  of  a  ftrange  fleet,  which  was  not  known  to  be 
Lord  Flowe's  until  morning.  By  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  15th,  the  fliips  were  at  anchor  in 
Clark's  Cove,  and  the  boats  having  been  previoufly 
hoifted  out,  the  debarkation  of  the  troops  took  place 
immediately.  I  proceeded  without  lofs  of  time  to 
deilroy  the  veflTeis  and  ftores,  in  the  whole  extent  of 
Accufhnet  River,  (about  fix  miles)  particularly  at 
Bedford  and  Fair-Haven,  and  having  difmantled  and 
burnt  a  fort  on  the  Eaft-fide  of  the  river,  mounting 
II  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  with  a  magazine  and  bar- 
racks, compleated  the  re-embarkation  before  noon  the 
next  day.  I  refer  your  Excellency  to  the  next  return 
for  the  enemy's  lofl^es,  as  far  as  we  are  able  to  afcer- 
tain  them,  and  for  our  own  cafualtles. 

"  The  wind  did  not  admit  of  any  further  move- 
ment of  the  fleet  the  6th  and  7th,  than  hauling  a  little 
dillance  from  the  Ihore.  Advantage  was  taken  of 
this  circumfl:ance  to  burn  a  large  privateer  fhip  on 
the  fliocks,  and  to  fend  a  fmall  armament  of  boats, 
with  two  gallies,  to  defl.roy  two  or  three  veflels,  which 
being  in  the  dream,  the  troops  had  not  been  able  to 
fet  fire  to. 

«f  From 


A.  D.  17/8.         THE    WAR     IN    AMERICA.  561 

"  From  the  difficulties  in  pafTing  out  of  Buzzard's 
Bay  into  the  Vineyard  Sound,  through  Quickl'ett's 
Hole,  and  from  Headwinds,  the  fleet  did  not  reach 
Holmes's-Hole  harbour,  in  the  ifland  of  Martha's 
Vineyard,  until  the  loth.  The  tranfports  with  the 
light  infantry,  grenadiers,  and  33d  regiment,  were  an- 
chored without  the  harbour,  as  I  had  at  that  time  a 
fervice  in  view  for  thofe  corps,  whilll  the  bufinefs  for 
colle6ling  cattle  lliould  be  carried  on  upon  the  ifland, 
I  was  obliged  by  contrary  winds  to  reiinquifh  my 
defigns. 

"  On  our  arrival  off  the  harbour,  the  inhabitants 
fent  perfons  on  board  to  aik  my  intentions  with  relpeft 
to  them,  to  whom  a  requifstion  was  made  of  the  arms 
of  the  militia,  the  public  money,  300  oxen,  and. 
10,000  fheep.  They  promifed  each  ot  thefe  articles 
fhould  be  delivered  without  delay.  I  afterwards 
found  it  neceflliry  to  fend  fmall  detachments  into  the 
ifland,  and  detain  the  deputed  inhabitants  for  a  time, 
in  order  to  accelerate  their  compliance  with  the  de- 
mand. 

"  The  1 2th  I  was  able  to  embaik  on  board  the 
veflels,  which  arrived  that  day  from  Rhode  Ifland^ 
60G0  fliecp  and  130  oxen. 

"  The  i3i:h  and  I4ch  were  employed  In  embarking 
cattle  and  flieep  on  board  our  own  fleets  in  deflroy- 
ing  fome  lalt-works,  in  burning  or  taking  in  the  in- 
lets what  veffels  and  boats  could  be  found,  and  in  re- 
ceiving the  arms  of  the  militia.  I  here  again  refer 
your  excellency  to  returns. 

"  On  the   15th  the  fleet  left  Martha's  Vineyard  j 
and  after  fuftaining  the  next  day  a  kvert  gale  of  wind, 
arrived  the  next  day  at  Whitellone,  without  any  ma- 
terial damage. 
Vol.  IL  4B  «  I  hold 
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"  I  hold  myfelf  much  obliged  to  the  commanding 
officers  of  corps,  and  to  the  troops  in  general,  for  the 
alacrity  with  which  every  fervice  was  performed." 

The  whole  progrefs  of  our  army  in  America  began 
to  be  exceedingly  How,  and  the  feveral  exertions  in 
the  various  excurfions  and  expeditions,  were  carried 
on  with  a  degree  of  timidity,  which  plainly  indicated 
an  apprehenfion  that  they  had  to  deal,  with  an  ene- 
my whofe  importance  was  rather  to  be  dreaded  than- 
defpifed.  In  all  motions  for  fupplies  of  forage,  the 
principal  care  was  firll  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the 
enemy,  and  to  guard  againft  an  attack  of  the  militia 
or  provincial  forces,  who  generally  make  fuch  furious 
attacks  upon  the  foraging  parties,  as  made  them  pur- 
chafe  dearly  the  fmall  fupplies  they  obtained.  The 
lofTes  on  thefe  occafions  were  generally  as  much  con- 
cealed as  poffibie,  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  troops, 
and  to  deceive  the  public  at  home  -,  but  in  fpite  of  ali 
fecrecy,  as  much  tranfpired  as  declared  that  our  pow- 
er, influence,  and  hopes^  were  very  much  upon  the 
decline. 

It  has  been  one  of  the  misfortunes  of  this  war^ 
that  it  began  in  injuilice,  and  has  been  carried  on  with 
lies  and  diffimulation.  The  expedition  to  Egg-har- 
bour, the  attack  on  the  village  of  Tappan,  are  repre- 
fented  as  fuccefsful  expeditions,  where  only  one  or 
two  are  faid  to  be  killed  ^  whereas,  fome  who  were 
enofao-ed  in  thefe  excurfions,  and  have  come  home 
fince,  give  a  very  different  account  of  them. 

General  Cornwallis's  expedition,  referred  to  in  Sir 
Henry  Clinton's  letter  of  OcT.ober  8th,  is  fet  forth  as 
a  mofl:  fuccefsful  one,  though  it  was  attended  with 
both  lofs  and  danger.  The  only  fuccefsful  part  of 
it  was  that  which  was  conduded  by  General  Grey^ 

wh0j> 
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v/ho,  indeed,  was  the  foul  of  every  action  where  he 
was  prefent,  yet  that  general  is  far  from  giving  fuch 
windy  accounts  of  the  fuccefs  of  our  army,  as  our 
Gazettes  have  done  after  manufaduring  the  letters, 
which  the  miniftershad  received  from  thcBritifii  com- 
manders. The  ministry  have  indeed  been  fomeciines 
deceived  by  ignorant  fclF-iiitcielled  pcifons,  wiio, 
deftitute  of  ail  knowledge  of  what  was  tranfafted, 
have  affirmed  the  groffett  falfehoods,  through  the  in- 
fluence of  corrupt  prejudices.  Even  fome  who  never 
were  iGn  miles  from  New-York,  and  who  were  un- 
acquainted with  the  whole  tranfaclions  on  either  fide, 
have  had  the  vain  effrontery  to  affirm  that  the  Am.e- 
ricans  never  fought,  never  could  fighr,  and  never 
would  fight.  The  teilimony  of  General  Grey,  a. 
charadler  of  the  firil  rank  in  every  view,  whether 
as  a  gentleman,  a  citizen,  or  an  officer,  is  contradicted 
with  regard  to  the  very  obied:  of  his  own  fenfes,  by 
perfons  that  were  never  acquainted  in  the  iiTiallefl  de- 
gree, with  any  tranficticns  of  the  American  \var.* 

/u  B  2  The 

*  A  pedantic  fchool-niEiier,  who,  He  ought,  liowvr/er,  out  of  good 

like  tiie  good  Mr,   GallouMy,  ivas  manners  to  his  Englifli  reader,  be- 

obliged  to  leave  America  for  con-  rore  he  bad  fat  down  to  write  a  parn- 

fcience-fake,  has  lately  pubiifned  a  phlet,  firft  confidcied  whether  he 

pamphlet,   wherein    he   pofmively  could  write  Engliih,    and  not  have 

affirms,  That  the  Americans  never  e::pofed  Iiimfelf  and  wearied  his 

lought,  nor  could  fight ;   and  thai;  I'eader,  with  illiterate  and  iingram- 

aii  thofe  tha<:  have  beet:!  killed  on  matical  taliehoads,    Ir  he  intended 

our  iide,  have  icillcd  themfclves  or  to  write  a  lomancCj   he  ought  to 

one  another :    for  it  u  certain  that  have  done  it  genteely,  and  not  dii- 

many   thoufands  have  been  flain,  graced  his  order,  by  miirduring  iiis 

and  it  the  Americans  never  fought,  own  language,  of  which  he  is  faid  to 

it  is  manitelt:  they  could  never  kill  be  a  teacher.    It  is  fomewhat  fur- 

our  men.   This  Mr.  Robinfcn  co;i-  priiing  that  men  fliould  pay  fo  little 

feffes  that   he   waa    i;cver   twelve  regard  totruihandcotiiiilency, as  to 

jniles  out  of  New-York,  fo  of  con-  afhrm  what  tbouJands  canjfroni  the 

fequence,  as  he  had  not'iing  to  do  fullell  certainty,  contradidt.    With 

but  receive  intelligence,    be  muft  a-defign  of  throwing  the  mifcar- 

be  undoubtedly  the  bck  isuthority  viagesof  the  niiuiftvy,  upon  tbeof- 

to  depend  upon.,  '        .                                       ncers 
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The  expedition  to  Egg-harbour  was  perhaps  as 
well  condiictt-d  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  would  ad^- 
mit  of,  and  tliere  was  neither  want  of  bravery  in  the 
men  nor  condud' in  the  officers,  but  the  greateft  hu- 
man wifdom  and  courage.     No  officers  can  do  more 

O 

than  what  is  competent  to  them.  A  whole  continent 
rouzed  with  jealouly  of  their  liberties,  and  fired  with 
an  enthufidfin  of  all  that  is  dear  to  men,  were  likely 
to  make  efforts  and  exertions,  that  thofe  that  are 
lukewarm  in  the  caufe  of  freedom,  or  flaves  to  dcf- 
potifm,  have  no  ideas  of.  It  is  no  way  llrange,  that 
thofe  at  home,  who  either  do  not  love  true  liberty, 
or  are  under  the  influence  of  baler  paffions,  Ihould 
think  it  incredible  for  others  to  rifl<:  their  lives  for  what 
they  fet  no  value  upon.  It  muft  appear  a  thing  incre- 
dible to  them :  and  it  is  on  this  account  that  they  have, 
through  the  influence  of  their  incredulity,  determined 
that  our  officers  have  not  done  their  duty.  They  can- 
not perfuade  themfelves  that  men,  not  foldiers  by  pro- 
feffion,  and  ferving  without  hire,  would  venture  their 
lives  for  what  tbey  reckon  a  phantom,  or  a  mere  crea- 
ture of  the  imagination.  They  therefore  infer  that 
the  generals  have  not  done  their  duty,  but  lengthened 
out  the  war  for  the  fake  of  emolument. 

Our 

ikers  and  generals  who  have  com-  lels  refill:    50  Englifli  men  of   war, 

Jnanded  in  America,    fome  who,  a  which  American  (hips,  three  years 

tewyears  ago,  affirmedpubllcly  that  ago,  durll  not  peep  out  of  the  har- 

the  colonifts  were  the  moftconfum-  hour:    And  what  is  ihangeil  of  all, 

mate  cowards   in   the  world,  have  thefe  things  happened  allat  the  fame 

now  exalted  them  above  the  great-  time;  for  when   Gen.    Howe   was 

ell  heroes  ot  antiquity.  They  liave  neglciTting  his  duty  he  was  vi^lori- 

made  General    Wafhington,   with  ous;    when  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was 

3000  men,  oppofe  (.General  Howe  retreating  he  was  conquering,  and 

wirh  16, 000, cliafe  Sir  Henry  Clin-  ;vhen    Lord  Howe    was    betraying 

ton  out  ot  Philadelphia,  purfue  him  his  king,  he,  at  the  fame  time,  by 

through  the  Jerfies,  and  make  him  thefe  authors'  own   accoun.ts.  was 

take   refuge  in  New-York  ;     they  taking  and  dcftroying  al!  the  Am.e- 

have  madp  17  American  fmall  vcf-  rican'ihins. 
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Our  gains  and  advantages  in  America  were  far  from 
being  equal  to  our  wafte  cf  treafure  and  lofs  of  men :  In 
every  expedition  the  lofs  was  double^  for  we  both  de- 
ftroyed  our  own  colonies,  and  loll  a  great  number  of 
our  army,  without  any  hope  of  fubduing  the  one  or 
fpeedily  recruiting  the  other.  To  ail  this  was  added 
the  lofs  of  the  ifland  of  Dominica,  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember this  year,  which  was  taken  by  the  French  on  the 
17th  of  that  month,  an  account  of  which  was  given  by 
Lieut.  Governor  Stuart,  in  the  following  v/ords. 

"  I  AM  exceedingly  forry,  that  fo  foon  after  clofmg 
my  difpatches,  I  have  the  mortification  to  acquaint 
your  lordlhip  that  this  ifiand  is  in  the  polTefTion  of  the 
French  King. 

*'  In  the  morning  of  the  17th  inft.  at  half  pafl  four, 
upon  hearing  a  gun  from  our  battery  and  fignal  poft 
at  Cafliacron,  or  Scot's  Head,  and  obferving  the  fig- 
nal for  an  enemy,  I  ordered  Young's  battery  of  Ro- 
feau,  being  near  me,  to  repeat  it,  in  conformity  to 
inflruftions  for  taking  up  fignalsj  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  afterwards  a  fecond  gun  was  fired,  and  the 
fignal  ftill  continued i  and  day-light  fliortly  after  ap- 
pearing, I  difcovered  fome  vefTels  coming  round  the 
point,  and  foon  perceived,  inftead  of  ours,  a  white 
flag  flying  on  the  battery.  Thefe  obfervations,  and 
the  increafins;  number  of  vefTels  which  came  in  fipht* 
foon  convinced  me  that  they  were  enemies,  who  had 
forced  the  battery,  and  were  coming  to  attack  the 
ifland.  I  inflantly  ordered  the  alarm  to  be  given  for 
aflembling  of  forces:  In  the  mean  time  the  fliips 
and  vefiels  flood  for  a  place  named  Point  Michel,  two 
miles  fouth  of  Roieau,  and,  as  they  approached,  t 
difcovered   that    they    confifled  of  four  frigates,   ten 

armed 
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armed  Hoops  and  fchooners,  with  about  20  others,  be- 
ing tranfports  with  troops.  About  6  o'clock  boats 
were  feen  going  on  fnore  at  Point  Michel,  and  men 
landing  from  them  in  great  niiPxiberSj  as  they  were  be- 
yond the  reach  of  our  guns^  they  affecled  their  landing 
without  oppofition. 

"  I  had  at  this  time  made  the  beil  difpofition  I  could 
to  hiipede  their  approach  to  the  town.  I  had  detach- 
ed Lieutenant  Rofs,  the  only  officer  of  artillery  we  had 
in  garrifon,  with  fix  matroffes,  and  Lieutenant  Jones, 
of  the  48th  regiment,  an  officer,  of  militia,  and  a 
volunteer  of  the  48ch  regim.enc,  Mr.  Warner,  with  24 
men,  half  regulars  of  the  48th  and  half  militia,  to  de- 
fend the  battery  at  Loubiere,  which  was  about  half 
way  between  Rofeau  and  the  place  where  the  enemy 
were  landing.  Capt.  Grove,  commanding  the  detach- 
ment of  the  48th  regiment,  was  polled  in  Young's  bat- 
tery in  the  town  of  Rofeau,  our  mod  important  pofb, 
with  Lieut.  Fenton,  and  29  men  of  the  48  th  regiment, 
and  forty  militia;  30  militia,  with  fome  matroffes,  were 
thrown  into  Melville's  battery:  A  detachment  of  ar- 
tillery, militia,  with  others,  were  placed  with  two  field - 
pieces  on  Jolly's  Hill,  to  oppofc  their  march  towards 
Charlotte  Town,  and  Capt.  Man,  the  chief  engineer, 
commanded  the  remainder  of  the  militia,  a  few  volun- 
teer troopers  and  others,  on  the  new  battery  at  Guey's 
Hill. 

"  The  landing  of  the  enemy,  amounting  at  lead 
to  2000  men,  was  in  three  divifions  :  the  firil  of  which 
we  could  pretty  nearly  diftinguifh  on  their  way  to  be 
about  600,  marching  towards  us,  as  foon  as  they 
v/ere  landed,  under  a  very  brifk  fire  from  all  our  bat- 
teries on  that  fide  :  and  on  their  being  within  2CO 
yards  of  Loubiere  battery,  all  the  artillery  ammuni- 
tion 
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tion  being  expended,  which  had  been  carried  there, 
as  it  was  iinfinifhed  and  had  no  nntagazine,  Lieutenants 
Rofs  and  Jones,  with  their  parties,  retired,  the  firft 
joining  the  party  at  Melville's  battery,  and  the  other 
that  on  Jolly's  Hill,  according  to  directions  I  had 
given:  the  enemy  in  the  mean  time  took  pofieffion  of 
Loubiere  batteryj  but  our  heavy  fire  from  our  others 
foon  obliged  them  to  quit,  and  to  fhelter  themfelves 
under  cover  of  the  highlands  on  the  Rofeau  fide  of 
Loubiere  river,  where  they  took  poft,  waiting  for  the 
other  two  divifions,  which  we  could  fee  in  full  march 
from  Point  Michel  to  join  them. 

"  We  foon  difcovered  they  had  fent  a  confiderable 
detachment,  amounting,  as  we  have  been  informed, 
to  300  men,  being  grenadiers  and  chafleurs,  to  the 
heights  of  Dumoulin's  Hilh  fomeof  them  were  already 
on  the  ridge,  ready  to  attack  us  on  the  rear  of  Guey's 
Hill  and  Melville's  battery. 

"The  main  body,  now  reinforced  by  the  arrival 
of  the  other  divifions,  had  begun  to  form,  in  order  tf) 
advance  to  the  town.  A  large  body  of  the  enemy  was 
then  difcovered  to  be  landi-ng  under  cover  of  a  frigate, 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  town,  confifting  according  to 
the  information  v/e  have  fince  received,  of  about  five 
hundred  privateers  men  and  people  of  colour.  Thefe 
feveral  attacks,  it  feemsi^were  to  have  been  made  at 
the  fame  time,  for  which  v/e  have  been  informed, 
fignals  were  to  have  been  given  from  the  heights. 

"  Three  of  the  frigates  at  the  fame  time  approached 
ns  in  dilterent  diredlions,  to  cannonade  Young's  bat- 
tery and  the  town. 

It  was  now  about  tv/elve  o'clock,  when  I  received 
amelTage  on  Jolly's  Hill,  on  the, point  of  which  I  v/as 

reconnoiterine 
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reconnoitering  the  difpofition  of  the  forces  of  the  ene- 
my, from  the  council  of  the  ifland  and  others  of  the 
principle  inhabitants,  reqiiefting,  that,  on  account  of 
the  moft  critical  and  dangerous  fituation  of  the  colony, 
I  would  call  a  council  of  war.  My  zeal  for  his  rna- 
jefty's  fervice,  my  atfeflion  for  his  fubjecfts,  aira  my 
own  honour,  v/ere  inducements  for  me  to  comply  with 
their  requefts,  and  to  afl'emble  the  military  officers  as 
foonas  it  was  poffible. 

"  The  opinion  of  the  council,  on  confideration  of 
the  force  of  the  enemy  and  our  own,  I  fend  your  lord- 
fliip  enclofed.  I  accordingly  fent  a  flag  of  truce  to  the 
enemy,  to  knov/  what  terms  would  be  granted  to  us  if 
wefliould  be  inclined  to  capitulatej  refolving  at  the 
fame  time  to  accept  of  none  but  fuch  as  would  be 
honourable  to  his  majefty,  and  beneficial  to  his  fubje£ls, 
or  to  refift  to  the  lad  extremity,  A  parley  for  an  hour 
was  confented  to  by  the  Marquis  de  Bouillc,  who  com- 
manded the  French  troops  ^  and  the  articles  of  capitu- 
lation which  I  now  fend  to  your  lord(hip  were  agreed, 
to  on  his  part  and  mine.  During  the  time  of  the  parley 
one  of  the  French  fliips  called  the  Tourterelle  fired 
two  broad  fides  upon  Young's  Battery  and  the  town, 
which  had  very  nearly  broken  it  ofi^,  and  brought  us 
into  immediate  aftion. 

"  The  enemy  in  the  attack  muft  have  loft  confider- 
ably,  but  they  at  prefent  conceal  the  number;  thelofs  t© 
his  majefty  was  only  two  privates  of  the  48  ch  regiment. 
The  different  attacks  of  the  enemy  were  commanded 
by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  governor-general  of  Mar- 
tinico,  the  Marquis  Duchelleau,  now  governor  of  Do- 
minica, Count  de  Tilly,  Vifcount  Damas  and  Chevalier 
Jeffrey,  a  lieutenant-general  and  engineer, 

''  The 
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*f  The  detachment  of  the  48th  regiment,  with  the 
detachment  of  artillery,  embarked  this  day  for  Gre- 
nada, which  I  conceive  to  be  bell  for  his  Majelly's 
fervice.  I  intend  leaving  Dominica  as  loon  as  I  have 
given  folidity  in  eftablifhing  terms  of  capitulation^ 
and  will  take  the  firit  opportunity  to  return  to  Eu- 
rope." 

The  military  tranfa(ftlons  of  this  year  ended  neither 
with  honour  nor  advantage  to  Great  Britain:  All 
things  in  every  quarter  of  the  Globe,  except  the 
Eaft  Indies,  wore  a  frowning  afpeft.  In  that  quarter 
the  Company's  forces  were  fuccefsful,  and  the  French 
intereft  almoft  totally  reduced.  This  anfwered  one 
purpofe  for  the  miniflry,  which  though  it  was  of  no 
real  fervice  in  the  general  caufe,  yet  helped  them  to 
cover  over  their  weaknefs  and  infirmity  by  a  confi- 
dent ^oafting  of  the  weaknefs  of  the  French,  and 
what  they  would  do  in  another  campaign  to  that  per- 
fidious enemy,  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  The 
nation  would  have  probably  fufFered  thefe  de- 
ceptions to  have  pafTed  without  much  notice,  had 
the  people  been  hearty  in  the  American  war;  but 
as  they  generally  abhorred  its  principles,  they  were 
much  averfe  to  raifing  money  for  carrying  it  on,  and 
generally  interpreted  the  want  of  fuccefs  to  the  want 
of  juftice  in  the  caufe  in  which  the  nation  was  en- 
gaged. They  moreover  confidered  this  war  as  a 
conflift  between  the  ambition  of  the  government  and 
the  rights  of  the  people,  and  were  difpofed  to  con^ 
fider  the  cafe  of  the  Americans  as  what  would  be 
their  own,  provided  they  would  refufe  fubmifiion  to 
new  ftatutes,  which  were  inconfiftent  with  the  old 
Jaws  of  the  conftitution.  Neither  the  hearts  nor 
Vol.  II,  4  C  prayers 
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prayers  of  the  people  wenc  along  with  this  unnatural 
war,  which  made  all  the  inealures  concerning  it  both 
heavy  and  ofTenfive.  The  Iclf-interefted,  who  were 
waiting  for  favour  and  preferment,  were  zealous  enough 
in  the  caufe,  though  they  were  not  even  willing  to 
rifque  much  in  fupport  of  it,  except  when  they  found 
their  immediate  intered  concerned. 

It  is  a  thing  that  appeared  extraordinary  to  many, 
that  the  fupplies  fliould  have  been  granted  with  fo  lit- 
tle oppofition^  when  no  account  had  been  given  of  the 
manner  of  their  application,  nor  the  fmalleft  hopes 
that  the  nation  would  ever,  by  any  further  advantage, 
recover  the  lofs  which  it  had  already  fuftained  by  the 
war.  Many  of  the  firft  chara6lers  in  the  nation  had 
been  in  the  oppofition  from  the  commencement  of 
this  conteft,  and  from  principle  had  oppofed  all  the 
meafures  of  the  miniftry,  becaufe  they  confidered 
them  unjuft  and  erroneous;  while  others  were  fome- 
times  on  one  fide  and  fom.ctimes  on  the  other,  acccord- 
ing  as  their  hope  of  intereft  or  preferment  prevailed. 
At  the  cpnclufion  of  this  campaign  the  hopes  of  the 
moft  fanguine  in  favour  of  the  American  war  were 
become  exceedingly   feeble,   while  their   defires  and 

inclinations  were  as   llrong  as   ever, One   party, 

though  they  perceived  the  proje6l  of  fubduing  the 
Americans  imxpracticable,  were,  by  their  interefts  and 
fituations  unwilling  to  give  it  up;  thefe  ftill  flattered 
tiie  nation  that  another  effort  would  certainly  prove 
fuccefsfui;  another  party,  though  not  fo  immediately 
interefted,  from  an  apprehenfion  that  it  was  difho- 
nourable  to  yeiid  in  any  particular  to  our  own  colo- 
nies, were  for  ruining  both,  rather  than  tarnifh  the 
dignity     of  Britain    by-   the  fmalkit   condefcenfion. 

Wichouc. 
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Without  enquiring  in  the  juftice  or  equity  of  the 
war,  they  confidercd  that  Britain,  when  once  engaged, 
fliould  never  yield  upon  any  confideration.  Thefe 
latter  proved  but  weak  politicians,  and  were  lufficienc- 
ly  difpofed  to  be  dupes  to  others,  who  had  much-deep- 
er  defigns. 

While  both  the  nation  at  hr-;me,  and  the  colonies 
abroad,  were  groaning  under  the  weight  and  burden 
of  the  war,  and  every  year  new  taxes  were  added  to 
the  former  opprefTions,  the  nation  did  not  in  the  lealt 
remit  in  its  luxury,  vices,  and  diffipation.  All  the  ulual 
extravagances  were  purfued,  and  diverfions  carried 
on,  as  if  the  nation  had  been  teeming  in  from  all 
points  of  the  compafs.  The  expences  of  public  fhews, 
and'court  entertainments,  rather  encreafed  than  dimi- 
niflied  with  the  burdens  of  the  nation,  2nd  even  at  the 
time  that  we  were  threatened  with  a  foreign  invafion, 
not  one  fafliionable  pleafure  was  reftrained.  Even  the 
time  appointed  for  religious  humiliation  and  devotion, 
was  made  the  occafion  of  idlenefs  and  diffipation,  by 
thofe  who  profeffed  to  be  mod  deeply  interefted  in  the 
fate  of  the  nation.  The  more  fober  and  thoughtful 
alio  turned  liillefs,  and  began  to  be  carelefs  about  .the 
alarming  events  that  feemed  to  be  approaching,  that 
nothino;  could  roufe  them  to  a  fenfe  of  their  dano-er, 
at  the  fame  time  that  they  were  murmuring  and  com- 
plaining of  the  badnefs  of  the  times.  Religion  was 
turned  into  a  mere  form  of  godlinefs,  and  true  zeal 
was  departed  from  all  ranks  j  order,  in  the  praflice 
of  religion,  was  deemed  enthufiafm,  and  laughed  out 
of  countenance  by  thofe  who  had  formerly  fhewn 
fome  examples  thereof.     The  moft  folemn  and   facred 

4  C  2  things 


1^2  HISTORY    OF  A.  D.  1778. 

things  were  made  fervants  to  men's   appetites,   inter- 
efts,  and  pleafure,  and  the  fear  of  fin  and  tranfgreffion? 
except  where  immediate  punilhment  was  vifible,  feem- 
ed  to  have  taken  wing  to  fome  other   climate.     Ani- 
mofity,  arifmg  from  the  fpirit   of  party,   came    to  fo 
o-reat  a  height,  that  friends  who  formerly   had  fupport- 
ed  thefocial  charadler,  became  aliens  to  one  another; 
mutual  affeftion,  the   true   bond  of  fociety,    declined 
to  an  amazing  degree,  and  rancor  and  malignity  raged 
with  unbounded  violence.     The  friends  of  the  mini- 
ilry,  and  of  the  American   war,    v/ere  fliewing   their 
refentment,  by  declaring  what  they  thought   thofe  in 
oppofition  deferved,  and  fcarcely  v/ould  allow  them  a 
right  to  live  in  this  world. 

The  Jacobites  and  Tories,  who,   a  little  more  than 

thirty  years  ago,  had  been    in   adlual  rebellion   againft 

the  King  and  the  laws,  were  now  broke  loofe  in  abuf- 

ing  all   who  were    againft    the  American    war,  with 

the  opprobrious  names  of  rebels.     The   meaneft  and 

moft  unjuft  perfonal  abufe  was  publiftied  in  Jacobite 

News-papers,  managed  by  Papifts  and  Tories,  againft 

men  who  had  nothing  to  defend  them    except  their 

own  irknocence.     This  produced   a  general  irritation 

of  parties,  and  fome  times  made  the  oppofition  expofe 

niatters  of  fad,  which  otherwife  would  have  palfed   in 

oblivion.     But  on  fome  occafions   the   publifliing   of 

the  moft  notorious  facls  became  danserous,  and  were 

conftrued  by  judges  and  court   lawyers   to   be  libels 

punilhable  by  law,  when  the  unhappy  publifliers   were 

feverely  fined  or  imprifoned  for  an  example  to  others. 

The  Papifts,  who  had,  ever  fince  the  palftng  of 
the  Quebec  Bill,  confidered  the  miniftry  as  their 
friends  employed  their  pens  and  intereft  in  fupport- 
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ing  this  unnatural  war,  and   the  priefts  began  to  fhev^ 
an   infolence   unknown    for  many  years  pail.     This 
produced  fome  reflexions  upon  their  characters  and 
religion,  which  had  lain   dormant  for  a  great  while. 
It  was  alledged  that  it  did  not  become  men,  who  had 
all  fvvorn    allegiance  to  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George 
to  give  the   epithets  of  rebel   or  traitor  to   men  who 
were  the  truell  friends  of  his  prefcnt  majefty,   and  the 
revolution  fettlement.     As  all  the  popifh  clergy,  who 
take  orders  abroad,  in  the  Englifh  colleges,   are,  by 
the  authority  of  the  Pope,  obliged  to  fwear  allegiance 
to  the  Pretender  when  they   enter  upon  holy  ordtrs, 
it  gave  them  no  fmall  offence  to  hear  this  fecret  pub- 
lilhed  over  all  Great   Britain.     Whether  our  minif- 
try  actually  knew  this  fecret  or   not,  may  probably 
be  difputed,  but  it  is  what  the  papifls  cannot  deny, 
and  what  fome  of  the  firft  character  openly  confefs. 
This  was  confidered  by  the  friends  of  the  conflitu- 
tion  as  treafon  againft  our   king  and  the   laws,  and 
was  animadverted  upon  with  fome  warmth  and  zeal. 
— The  tempers  of  men  being   more  and  more  agi- 
tated by  this  controverfy,   produced  more  acrimoni- 
ous refledlions  on   both  fides,   fo  that  frequently  that 
decency  which  is  even  due  to  an  enemy,  was  tranf- 
grelTed.     Thofe  reflexions  which  proceeded  from  zeal 
and  want  of  temper,  were  imputed  to  malevolence  and 
ill-nature;    and  the  friends  of  the  minifl:ry,  on  their 
part,  were  careful  to  make  it  believed,  that  the  argu- 
ments of  the  oppofition  proceeded  from  difloyalty  and 
dilaff^eftion  to  government;   for  though  they  knew  in 
their  hearts,  that  the  King  had  not  more  loyal  fubjeds, 
yet  becaufe  they  v/ere  in  oppofition  to  their  raeafures, 
ihey  wanted  every  one  to   believe  they  were  traitors. 

But 
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But  what  feemed  the  mod  unfeafible  conje6lure  in 
the  heat  of  this  difputation,  was  that  the  oppofition 
were  the  caul'e  of  protracfhing  the  war,  when  it  was 
well  known,  that  every  fupply  which  the  miniftry 
judged  necefiuiry  was  granied  according  to  their  de- 
iire.  The  whole  management  was  in  theirown  hands, 
and  they  raifed  as  many  men,  and  as  large  funis  of 
money  as  ever  they  had  a  mind.  Kad  the  nation 
been  ever  fo  unanimous,  they  could  not  have  done 
more  than  was  done,  and  provided  wifdom.  and  juftice 
had  been  the  principles  of  aClion,  the  fupplies  were 
abundantly  fufficient.  But  the  want  of  judgment  and 
juRice  in  planning  and  executing  this  unnatural  war, 
was  the  ible  caufe  of  all  our  mifcarriages,  from  the 
beginning  hitherto.  Thofe  who  are  engaged  in  a 
party,  through  interefl:,  ambition,  or  fome  other  bafe 
paffion,  may  throw  the  blame  of  want  of  fuccefs  in 
this  war,  on  whom  they  pleafe;  but  fuppofe  it  had 
been  ever  fo  fuccefsful,  no  wife  or  good  man  could, 
in  his  confcience,  have  determined  it  to  be  jufl.  The 
crimes  for  which  the  coloniils  have  been  fp  violently 
profecuted  by  war,  have  never  been  proved,  by  the 
moft  zealous  advocates  for  carrying  it  on,  deferving 
thereof,  unlefs  the  laws  of  the  conititution  are  ambu- 
latory, and  are  always  to  be  determined  by  che  will 
and  pleafure  of  the  ruling  powers.  Reafon  and  com- 
mon fenfe  will  readily  teach  every  impartial  enquirer 
that  the  caufes  of  this  war,  were  ambition  in  govern- 
ment, and  a  defire  to  extend  dominion  beyond  the 
ancient  fiatutes.  Whatever  may  be  the  iflue  and 
event  of  this  unhappy  conteft,  pollerity  will  conclude 
that  the  colonifts  have  made  a  noble  flruggle  for  what 
nature  and  reafon  teach  all  men  to  revere  and  purfue, 
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as  far  as  they  have  power  and  ability.  The  wealth 
and  power  of  Britain  may  enable  her  to  maintain  the 
conflicl,  and  probably  in  the  end  make  her  victorious, 
but  impartial  pofterity,  removed  far  from  both  par- 
ties, will  judge  of  the  principles  of  the  war,  and  not 

determine  by  its  fuccefs. Julius  Crefar,  though  he 

was  fuccefs ful  in  dedroying  tiie  Roman  liberty,  and 
eilablilhed  the  power  of  the  emperor  above  the  fenate 
and  the  lav/s,  is  far  from  being  confidered  by  pofte- 
rity as  having  done  an  honourable  and  a  juft  thing. 
It  was  his  fuccefs  that  laid  the  foundation  of  flavery 
in  Rome,  and  though  the  government  had  more  of 
the  fhining  tinfei  of  external  majefty,  yet  it  loft  its 
ancient  2;lorv  and  ftrensth,  which  was  for  800  years 
fupported  by  liberty,  and  the  virtue  of  its  citizens. 
The  lav/s  eilablilhed  at  the  glorious  revolution  in  Bri- 
tain, have  for  ninety  years  made  the  nation  flouriili 
in  peace  snd  abundance;  thejuftice  and  liberty  im- 
plied in  their  character,  and  pradtifed  by  ail  ranks,  has 
made  her  flourilli,  the  envy  and  aftonifhment  of  all 
Europe:  But  if  fhe  depart  from  thefe  glorious  prin- 
ciples, and  fuffer  thefe  ftatutes  to  be  violated,  which 
have  fo  long  upheld  ker  peace  and  fupported  her 
glory,  [he  will  foon  become  the  fcorn  of  the  nations, 
and  a  reproach  over  all  the  v/orld.  It  will  be  unwife, 
froni  a  pretence  of  more  wifdom  and  improvement, 
to  remove  land  marks  and  firft  principles,  which  have 
been  known  in  experience  to  have  been  fo  beneficial 
and  faiutary  to  ail  ranko.  Our  found  and  whclefome 
laws  made  at  the  revolution,  have  exalted  our  fove- 
reign  to  a  pitch  of  true  glory,  and  the  nation  to  dig- 
nity it  never  knew  before :  Under  their  influence 
the  empire  has  been  extend'^d,  the  fubjeds  enriched 
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beyond  the  limits  of  former  periods,  and  both  the 
xrown  and  thelegiflaturc  arrived  at  a  dignity  unknown 
in  former  times.  To  lofe  all  thefe  advantages,  and 
iacrifice  them  at  the  ihrine  of  dominion  and  defpotifm,. 
will  fink  us  below  all  degrees  of  comparifon,  and 
,make  us  in  reality,  lefs  than  the  leafl  of  the  nations. 
The  American  war,  if  continued,  will  either  be  the 
sera  of  liberty  to  them,  or  the  ^ra-of  flavery  tp  both 
them  and  us  :  this  is  what  all  good  fubjedls  will  un^- 
doubtedly  deprecate  and  ftrive  againfb,  let  interefted 
men  fay  what  they  pleafe.  \  This  contell  with  Ame- 
rica will  be  a  period  in  hiftory,  which  poflerity  will 
mark  with  an  emphafi's  of  admiration  and  aftonilh- 
ment  j  and  ages  to  come  will  declare  that  there  Jiygd 
a  race  of  men  beyond  the  Atlantic  that  made  a  noble 
ftruggle  to  be  free. 


End  of  Volume  Second, 
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